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Introduction

Hal ichigan's most smpartant forage
g-w Alhli. u alfalfa mintures are grown on
over 75 porcent of Michigan's hay land. Neasly
115 million acres of hay are harvested anaually.

palatable, and productive Ilvnughwl the growel

wasgn and i ﬁ‘:dma widely adapted JG- '1

feed crop.

Its doop and extonsive root sysem provider
insurance against drought — an Imporfant consid:
weation in many seasons.

High yields of high quality alfalfa are being
produced in Michigan with modern production
practices, Five-don yields of alf re about as
eaty fo obtain as 90-bushel corn yields, Yields
of aver six tor per scre have been recorded.
High yislds ate sssential for profitable production.

The technalegical inncvations for higher alf
yields are mainly in three aress.

- Variety selection, In a 1985 MSU East Lan-

sing trial the beit variety yielded 9,10 of

& tam more than the least productive adept-

ed variety.

. Theee cuttings instesd of two cuttings sys-
tern. Gain nearly one ton plus better quality
hay.

3. Annual topdrensing with commarelal fartil-

izer, especially pakessivm.

Plant Cartified Seod of Recommended Varlstles

A multitudeof new alfalfa varieties are avail-
able to Michigan farmers. In some instances
Michigan test results are insufficlent 1o permit
a recommendation. Mlv, alfalfa variety trialy
and the annual Test re-
able {rom the local County Ex.
teruion Agricullural Agent ce from the MSU De-
pariment of Crop Science st Esat Lansing.

Moit of the alfalfa seed i produced in Far

b

tersive research has proved that certified seed of
thete varintion from the west i satisfactory in
Michigan, while s crep from uncertified seed may
ot be hardy encugh for Michigan conditiom.

A word of caution s warranted since there

urceriified seed. Approximalely 22 Flemish types
have been described by the Franch seed officials,

The wse of certified seed imures proper
varietal performance.

Warnal

Veornal, 8 Wiscomin varisty with desirable
winter hasdiness, wilt resistance, high yield, fine
stems, and attractive dark color, has an excellent
yield recoed in & Syear teisl ot Eavt Lomaing, It
I the best variety for fields intended for produe-
fion for three years or more.

Flemish Varisties

Many w of this type are on the market,
but DuPuits, Alfs, Orehias, and FO-100 aro ameng
thase that are widely available and which have
been in Michigan trials. Plant certified seed 1o
Irure variets| performance, Uncertified seed may
maoan that the crop will not wrvive Michigan
wintars

Mow to Bext Use Varisties

Flemish vasieties are ready for harvest befare
Vernal by about 7 1o 10 days, By cutting when
the fiest flowars appear and growing both vari:
arm. harvest of & roer wcreoge 1 the best alaps
af r.rmem ated. The larger
..,..g.. of allalfa, |h-u mmr the Baneti fmm
wsing several aifalfs varieties of different maturity,

in genaral, the Flamish variaties are best adapt-
ed ta the J-cutfing ares of central and southern
Michigen for shoet foem stands. Yields are 5 1o
10 percent higher than Vernal from topdressed
fields cut three fimes per seascn, Flemish vari-
otins Inck the winter hardiness and bacterial wilt
resistance of Vernal

Schaduled Harvest

The combination of three cuttings, instesd of
two, in cent nd southern Michigan plus the
annual application of high rates of potassium
fartilizer and the use of a Flamith varsety should
increase the hay yields in southeen Michigan by
1% tans per acre.

In fhe J-cutiing ares make the fist curiing
May 20 1o June 5, the second cutting July 5 1o
15, and the third August 25 %o September 1.

In northern Michigan, two cultings & year can
e axpected o yield more hay than one cutling,
Annual toperessing with the appropeiate fertilizer
i easential in both aress.

Annual Topdressing

The annusl application of fertilizer is one of
I\'e :mm.. practices for increasing the yield of
ifalfa,

Tipa for Improving Alfalfa
- Alfalfa doos best cn well drained soily Ih(r

are nearly neutral in soll reaction. Apply

an the basit of a soil test; & pear shesd of l"""l
& bast.

2. Get a good start. Plant seed shallow and be

sure it is inoculated, Successful seeding establish-

ment s more difficult on pooe sail than on

wil. Good seeding practices ssiure successful

establishment on problem aress. Band seed 1o

assure shallow planfing and comect seed place.

ment with respect to the fertilier

it vty responiiva & commercial fartil.

recommendations in Extension Bulletin 5550
Ferfilizer Recornmendaticns for Michigan Vege-
table and Field Crops,

4. Carefully manage established stands. Don't
harvest alfalfa in Soptember if it s intended for
harvest the following year,

3. Control harmful insects. Eonwh your County
Extension  Agricultural  Agent the current
recommendations regarding m.l!ahnll and on 1pe.
cific intect problems, Be sure to follow the di-
roctions on the pesticide label to avoid residue
problems.

Sew Emmlm aullm.n 523 Irsect Control in
Forages and Small Grai

Alfalfa woevil |dulh were discovered in Live
ingston, Branch, Hilludale, Lenawee and Monroe
Counties during 1966, This insect & one of the

damaging pests 10 infest alfalfa. Larvae of

the alfalfa weevil range from 1/32 to 3/8 inch in
length. They sre light yallewish-groan with black

hesds. Viewed from sbave there i a light strips
down the back. When disturbed they often s
suma & "C” thape or curved appearance.
Coniral needs in Michigan may nof be cr
for the next few years, but growens should
wpect their fieldy for a buildup even in thess
years. Control mathods and rthe insecticides to
use can be had from your County Agricultursl
Agent or Michigan State University.
&, Harvest at the best fime and provide good
storage. Exiremaly sarly harvest can damasge the
stand and lower the yield. Delayed cutting of
marly maturing varieties resulty in severe leaf lass,
Save the leaves, they contain most of the prol
and digestible nufrients.

7. Use CERTIFIED seed of these varieties:
Vernsl — Fint choloe for long-time Mands. It &
wilt-realatant, winter hardy

al

Flmish Varieties — For shor? term stands on pro-
dmm well-drained sail — Be ture the wed it




If you are planting all grain and
no alfalfa, you may be paying
more and getting back less.
Why? Because improved
certified alfalfa is the infensified
protein crop.

Proof? The average acre of alfalfa
yields twice as much crude
protein as an average grain

crop acre.

Here are the facts! Farmers have
produced 8 to 10 tons of alfalfa
on 150 bushel corn land or 5to 7
tons on 100 bushel corn land. An
eight-ton yield of alfalfa will
produce 3,000 pounds of crude
protein per acre, By comparison,
150 bushels of corn harvested
for silage would yield only 1,200
pounds of crude protein.

Grain crops must have a protein
supplement to become a good
feed ration. Instead of buying
expensive protein supplament,
grow a crop of alfalfa—new
intensified certified alfalfa.

You can really b

wour alfalla yieids

INTENSIFIED PROTEIN
DON'T BUY IT ... GROW [T



