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DID YOU KNOW ...

that @ dryer saves you 12-1/2 minutes for every lood of clothes you wash, compared with
the time needed to hang and remeve these clothes from a clothesline? Add to this the
time needed to wolk back and forth, and the energy you wse in lifting and carrying the

clothes. And den't forget the heodoches of rainy days or occasional clothesli

e acci-

dents.  With all the convenience offered by a dryer available ot your fingertips, it is
little wonder that sales have sky-rocketed in recent years.

IF you're in the market for a dryer, it will pay you to shop the field, A dryer should
last you for 10 yeors or more. Start by deciding on a price range that will Fit your bud-
get, and remember to include installation costs. You can estimate operation costs by
checking the rates for electricity and gos in your area.

ELECTRIC OR GAS?

Dryer drying time relates to airflow speed and ()
B.t.u. rating of the gos bumer or (2} wattoge of
the electric element. A big difference among dry =
ers today is the speed of air flow over the clothes.
Electric dryers that dry clothes fester have faster
air movement provided by o more powerful motor
and blowing system. This same difference in gos
dryers is provided by B.t.u. gos ratings.

ELECTRIC DRYERS

These dryers con operate on either the 120-volt
cireuit or the 240-volt circuit.

120 Valt — Evary house has o number of 120-volt
Tines. A dryer which operates at this voltage uwes
1650 watts, the full copacity of one line, There-
fore it must have o circuit all its own. The 120~
valt dryer is always the vented type (see poge 2).
Because of the low wattage, this dryer takes more
than twice as long to dry o load of clothes as mod-
ols cperated of the higher voltoge. The longer
drying period results in more agitation of the
clothes, meore friction on buttons. However, re-
search at the U.5. Department of .N;ricul!ur:1 in=
dicated that there was little difference in efficien-
cy due to voltoge.

Mew 120-volt dryers, referred to a3 economy mod-
els, are being introduced at very low cost (about
£100), These have price appeal but limited dryness
controls and few of the extra features. They cannot
be converted to 240-volt models becouse of their

wiring. They come equipped with o 3-conductor
cord ond must be connected to o separate circuit
and to a ground-type receptacle in the home. You
con have a regulor receptocle converted to o
ground-type receptacle for o few dollars.

Examples — General Electric, Hotpoint.

240 Volt —240-volt models generally can be wired
for 120 volts, Low-voltoge wiring is done more
often when fomilies are not situated permaonently
and do not currently have a 240 line installed, At
a later date they cen we this dryerona 240 line.
Mest 240-volt models we 4400-5400 wotts—some
as low as 3900, ethers os high os 5600, The prime
purpose of a dryer is to dry clothes; therefore, suf-
ficient heat is necessary to do this within o resson-
able length of time. A 240-volt dryer is preferred
by many because it dries clothes foster, Also,
since it has its own separate eircuit, it is safer be-
cause nothing else can be put on the circuit,

GAS DRYERS

The dryer requires bath gos and electricity. Most
con be odopted for any type of ges—maonufactured,
notural, mixed or L, P, Electricity is needed for
eperating the drum and for controlling the autema=
tic ignition system, the timer, and the light. Any
existing 120-volt receptocle may be wsed provided
it doesn't overlood the circuit, Both gos ond elec-
tric dryers do o good job. About the some features
are available. Other pointers which follow will
help you to decide which is the better chaice for
you.

! See reference on page 7.




HOW DOES A DRYER WORK

Mest dryers are of the tumbler type, front loading,
although one manufocturer recently has introduced
a top-loading model. Baffles on the inside of the
dryer drum help to keep the clothes tumbling., As
the wet clothes are tumbled, o fon blows heated air
over them. If the clothes ore to dry, the steam
must be removed from the dryer,

Methods of removing steam and lint vary:

VENT-TYPE DRYERS

These generally are the least expensive type to
buy, since no provision needs to be built into the
dryer for condensing the steam. However, ductwork
to the outdsors can be costly too. As the moist air
is forced out of this dryer, it passes through a lint
trap. It then flows directly inte the room or is
vented through e pipe to the outdoors, A compe-
tent service representative will install the opplionce
to anoutside venting system according to specifica-
tions for length ond size of pipe. He will make od-
justment for prevailing wind conditions, The lint
trap needs to be cleoned ofter each we.

Example — All manufocturers moke one or more
vented models.

WATER-CONDEMNSER TYPE

It isn't always pessible to have an outside vent to o
dryer. An inside vent odds moisture and heat to the
room. Some manufocturers have salved this problem
with models that condense the molsture.

In water-condenser models, o steady stream of cold
water is used during the drying cycle to condense
the steam, The sealed-in airis wsed over and over.,
This type is alwoys operated by electricity rather
than ges, since gas requires o continuous flow of
fresh air for combustion. This type of dryer must be
cannected to a source of cold water and o drain,
since 20 or more gallons of cold water are used per
lood to condense the steam. Most of the lint is
carried down the drain, although some models may
have lint traps also. Some lint may cling to the
lining of the drum ond must be remaved ot intervals,
Becowse of the moist condition inside this dryer,
there is more chance of nsting as the dryer gets
older. This type of dryer costs more to operate be—
couse of the water used, The water may also create
a disposal problem in some locations. Purchase
price of this type may be os much as $100 more than
vented models. Logically, you would be mare opt

to buy this type only If you couldn't we one of the

other types.
E les = K . Norge, Hotpoint, Philco,
Maytag.

AIR-CONDENSER TYPE

This is similor to the water-condenser type except
that no water is needed to condense the steam. A
series of tubes, called the filtrator, provides enough
cooling surface to change most of the steam to wa-
ter before the air is reused. There is some escape
of steam with this methed, but little compared with
the vented type. The water that collects Tn a drip
pon must be emptied if it is not connected to o
drain, Lint collects on the sides of the tubes and
also in a trap which should be cleaned ofter each
we. Purchase price of this dryer overoges $50-$60
more than vented models,

Example — Frigidaire,

Filtrator.




DRYING CONTROLS

Most dryer loods are made up of @ mixture of fab-
rics and textures, These obsorb water in varying
amounts and release it ot different rates during dry-
ing. Turkish towels may hold as much as a pint of
water each, whereas synthetic fabrics may hold enly
an eunce or two, Therefore, for o given drying
time, the same lood may contain some items that
are underdried and some which are overdried.

Itis well te remember that all fabrics contoin a cer=
tain amount of natural moisture, Owverdrying may
cawse wrinkling, yellowing, or scorching because
there is no longer moisture present to obsorb the
heat, Manufocturers are (| hing for
more accurate means to control overdrying, Three
methods are currently being used.

TIMERS

Hond-operated timers of the dial type can be set for
any length of drying time up to one hour or mare.
The dryer stops ot the end of the selected period.
Fallew the manufacturer's instructions os aguide to
type of fabric and size of load. Your awn experi-
ence will help you to judge the proper length of
drying periods necessary to avoid overdrying.

ELECTRONIC CONTROLS

These operate on the basis of the ameunt of mois=
ture left in the clothes. "Electronic fingers serse”
the humidity in the fobrics, As long as there is
maisture present in the tumbling clothes, the heat
will remain on ond the dryer will operate. ‘When
drying mixed loods, the foster drying articles are
kept moist by the slower drying items. There is
less chance of averdrying with this type; the clothes
may even feel slightly damp when removed from the
dryer. Example — Maytag, Hamilten

AUTOMATIC DRYMNESS CONTROLS

These are designed to measure the temperature of
the exhaust air. As long as there is moisture in this
air, the temperature remains low. As the clothes
dry, there is less moisture in the exhaust air ond the
temperature rises until the thermostat reeches the
predetermined shut-off point.

Dryers on the market have a variety of temperatures
available, The number of choices wually increases
with the more deluxe models. Settings are usually
identified by fobric rather than by temperature. A
dryer with only one temperature setting may get too
hot for some fabrics. Look for at least two possible
choices, low (1009-1200 F.) and higher (160° F. +).

Some have os many os four settings.

Electranic fingers.




FEATURES

IF you con afford extra features on your dryer, se-
lect these which will pay their own way. Some
features are o "must” for sofety or convenience.
Others are odded attractions, moy increase sales
oppeal, end often odd considerably to purchase
price.

LINT TRAP

Lint is present on clothes when they are washed.
If clothes ere hung to dry on a clothesling, the lint
blows away. When clothes are dried in o dryer,
there must be some method of collecting end dis-
posing of the lint. We know of no research that
shows that more lint is created by dryer-drying
than by line~drying.

One of the important feotures on most dryers is the
lint trop. This should be easy to reach, empty,
ond reploce. Occaosionally lint cellects also in
other parts of the dryer. If it builds up onywhere
it moy become a fire hazard, Follow vour instruc=-
tion book for removing accumulated lint or check
with your serviceman, If you hove o water-con-
denser-type dryer, lint sometimes clogs the droin
and will need to be removed periodically,

&l

Lint trop.

SPECIAL CYCLES

Special cycles are ovoilable on many models.
These include settings for wosh-wear, domp-dry,
and others. Most wash-wear cycles provide a cool-
ing period ot the end of the drying period to lessen
the degree of wrinkling, Many dryers can be oper-
ated without heat (often colled o fluffing cycle).
This is @ convenience for drying such items os plas-
tics, for dusting articles such os dreperies, or for
fluffing pillows or comforters.

SAFETY FEATURES

Whether operated by ges or electricity, a dryer
should offer certoin protection to the wer. All
dryer doors have orrongements to switch off the
mator ond heater in case of malfunctioning parts or
when the door is opened during operation. Both gas
and electric dryers must be properly grounded to a-
void occident in case of electrical shorts,

Lock for o gos dryer that is lighted outomatically
rather than ene which must be lighted by a match.
Automatic lighting may be done in one of twe ways.

{1} An outomatic pilet operates continuously,
just os the pilot on a gos range. Cost of
operating this pilot may run as high as 30
to 40 cents o month.

(2) A glow coil is used—this operates electri-
cally. Cost of this lotter feature will odd
to purchase price, however,

Check your gos dryer to be sure there is a safety
dovice to prevent the escape of gos in case the pi-
lot fails to work. If there is any indication that
safety features are nat warking properly on either
gas or electric dryer, be sure the fault is comected
before wing the dryer again.

MISCELLANEQUS FEATURES'

Control panels may be simple or complex. Some
top-of-the-line models hove fewer contrel knoks or
pushbuttons thon less deluxe models. This is due to
on odded service referred to as "programming” by
some manufacturars. " By pushing one butten, the
proper timing ond temperature are automatically
provided for the whole cycle.

Lights — some control panels are lighted, others
not.  Some models have interior lights which make
it easier to locate small articles,

Finish Signals— bells or buzzers or lights. These
are especially helpful ot the end of the drying
cycle when (a) your dryer is located some dis-
tance away and (b} you wish to remove some
articles os soon as they are dry. Example: wash
and wear items that might have wrinkles set in
them by the weight of other clothes on top of
them.




Two-speed Drying — provides a choice of two
combinations of air-flow speed and air temper-
ature. This design may be especially helpful if
you have many large, bulky, highly absorbent
loads to dry. Example — Whirlposl.

Germicidal Lamps and Frogrent Sprays = examples
of the special features which are found on some of
the mare costly models. These are of questionable
effectiveness,

Built=in Sprinkler — found on some of the more de-
luxe models. Water sprays out from a hand-filled
tank onto the dry clothes os they tumble about in
the drum. It requires up to 20 minutes of operation
for the clothes to become “seasoned. "

8

Sprinklar rank, SRR SRR

Models with the domp-dry setting do not require
the sprinkler if the dryer is properly looded ond
controlled,

Foot Pedal — a help when you approoch the dryer
with a load of wet clothes in your hands.

Drop-down Door — a convenience when loading or
unlooding the dryer. The door serves os a shelf,

Drop-down door.

DECIDING WHAT DRYER TO BUY

STANDARD OR DELUXE?

Standord models give you everything you really
need in a dryer. From these to the top-of-the-line
you are paying for more convenience, mare choices,
maore style. It is worth remembering that the more
automatic features there are, the more likelihood
there is of service calls, since there are more things
to go wrong.

PURCHASE PRICE

You may pay from $25 to $60 more for o gas dryer
than for @ comparable electric model. The averoge
cost of electric dryers in 1962 was $185. Average
cost of gos dryers in 1962 wos 52122 Remember
that gos dryers are usually less costly 1o operate,
3o within 2-5 years you may be able to offset the
higher purchase price.

COST OF OPERATION

Electric and gaos rates vary widely in different sec-
tions of the country, ond often within o state.

Check the residential rates in your community, If
youare now using large quantities of either electri-
city or gos, your dryer might be operated on lower
sliding=scale rates.

For example, in case you are using 100 kilowatt-
hours of electricity per month, the averoge U.5,
rate for this is 4¢/kwh.® On the other hand, in
case you are using 250kwh. per month, the aver-
age U,5. rote is 3¢/kwh. It takes about 2.7 kwh .
to dry o stondard B-pound lood of cottons. At the
3-cent rate your cost for this would be about 8
cents. A gos dryer uses cbout |3 cuble feet of nat-
vral gas and 1/5 kwh. of electricity, averaging 2
cents per load to operate.

Your monthly operating costs will reflect the num-
ber of loads you dry, as well as local utility rotes .

20 loods @ B¢ (for electric dryer) = $1.80/month
or

20 loods @ 2¢ (for gas dryer) = § .40/month.

2 3 gee references on poge 7.




COST OF INSTALLATION

Little expense need be odded for installing either
dryer if gas ond electric circuits of the cormect
voltoge are alreody available af the desired loca-
tion. IF not, you will need to Figure on additional
costs, Don't forget to count the costs of plumbing
also, if necessary.

EFFECT OF A DRYER ON COLORS

Research on dryers by the U, 5, Department of Agri-
culture! showed that dyed fabrics, washed in deter -
gent solution and rinsed, were lighter in color when
dried outdoors thon when dried by other methods
({dryer or indoor rack). Color changes in greens
and reds were greatest when sun dried. Blues op-
peared to be most affected by gas drying.

EFFECT OF A DRYER ON FABRICS
This some USDA research | showed that:

® Outdoor drying resulted in considerobly more
chemical damoge on cotton, linen, viscose, and
acetate than dryer drying. With nylon, outdoor
drying and gas drying coused about the some
amount of damage, while there was little dam-
age with electric dryers or on indoor racks.

& Mo one method of drying stood out os cousing

more or less weakening of fibers.

Shrinkoge oppeared to be a little greater with
tumblerdryers than cutdoor drying. Jemey, how-
ever, stretched in all methods.

IT'S UP TO YOU

Your First question really shouldn't be "What kind of dryer should we buy ?" but rather

“Should we buy a dryer at all 7"

Only you can answer this, becawse you know whether or not you can afford the cost of
buying, operating and cccasional repairs on a dryer. We think that if you can afford it,
you should have one = otherwise not. A dryer will save you time ond energy, ond it
is @ convenience. [t will do an even better job on some orticles than line drying.

! See reference on page 7.
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