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Extension Bulletin 1104: In the Bank or Up the Chimney?

WEATHERSTRIP
YOUR [EiEss
DOORS ||

4k

AN EASY DO-IT-YOURSELF
PROJECT

You can weatherstrip your doors even if you're not an experienced
handyman. There are several types of weatherstripping for éaats,

with its own level of effectiveness, durability and degree of
installation difficulty. Select among the options given the one you feel
is best for you. The installations are the same for the two sides and
top of a doorwith a different, more durable one for the threshold.

i he Alternative Viethods and Viaterials

1. adhesive backed foam:

Tools e,

Knife or shears, o=
Tape measure

Evaluation — extremsly easy to install, invisible when
installed, not very durable, more effective on doors than
windows,

Installation — stick foam to
inside face of jumb.

3. Foam rubber with wood backing:

Tools o o
- = P W B
.‘E-__:__;.ﬁ P BNy '
Harmumer, mails, i f'-
L ]
Hanel saw, LT e
Tape measure -

Evaluation — casy to install, wisible when installad, nom
very dirabile.

Installation — mail sirip
snugly against the closed door.
Space nails 5 to 12 mches aparnt.

2, Rolled winyl weith aluminum ehannel backing:
Tools

Hammer, nails, ..f;",'-j'-::’;' [EVE |

Tin snips

Tape measure m
Ewaluation — easy o insiall, wisible when installed.

durable.

Installation — ol seip sougly
apainst door an the casing

4. Spring metal:

Tools -

Tin snips sl

Hammer, nails,

T;||1|'." FIedsIbre

Evaluation = easy o install, iovisible when installed,

cxtremely durable.
e

ey S
==X o

Installation — cut to length ’
and tack in place. Lift outer [
edze of strp with screwdriver |
after tacking, for better seal.
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Mote: These methods are harder than 1 through 4.
5. Imterocking metal channels:

Tools TP viEws

Hack saw, v
Hammer, nails,
Tape measure

Evaluation — difficult o install (alignment is eriticaly,
visible when installed, durable but subject o damage,

because they're exposed, excellent seal,

Installation — cut and fif
strips to head of door first:
mazle strip on door, fomala
an head; then hinge side of
door: male sirip on jamb,
female on door; finally lock
side on door, female on
jamib,

#, Door Shoss:

Tools

Screwedriver, —= fNERE
Huck zaw,
Plane,

Taps measure SIS WSS

Evaluation — uscful with wooden threshhold that is not
worn, very durable, difficult (o install (must remove

door),

Installation — remove door and
trim required amount off bot-
tom. Cul to door width, In-
stall by sliding ¥inyl out and

fasten with screws,

G, Fitted interlocking metal channals:
[J-Strips)

ToRviEw,

Evaluation — wery ditficult o install, exceplionally good
weather seal, invisible when installed, not exposed to
possible damage.

Installation — should be installed by a corpenter. Not
appropriate for do-it-yoursell instzllation unless done by
an zccomplished handyman.

8. Vinyl bulb threshold:

Toolsz

Screwdrver, S
Hack saw,
Plans,

lape measure i wm

Evaluation — useful where there is no threshhold or
wooden one s worn out, difficult to install, viny] will
wear but replacements are available.

Installation — remove door and trim reguired amount
off bottom. Bottom should have about /87 bevel to
seal appinst vinyl., Be sure bevel is cut in right direction
tor opening.

7. Swieaps:
s SDE

Tools
Serewdriver,

Hack saw,
Tape measure

Evaluation — wseful for flat threshholds, may drag on
CATPEL 07 TUgE.

Installation — cut sweep to it 1/16 inch in from the
edgas of the door. Some sweeps are installed on the
inside and some cuiside. Check instructions for wour
particular tvpe.

10, Interlocking threshaold:

NSRS —

Evaluation — wery difficult te anstall, exceptionally good
weather seal.

Installation — should be installed by a skilled carpenter.
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Weatherstrip Windows
' i CHAHMEL
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. | OUTsIE
1 ﬂ\

Install by moving sazh 1o the open position and sliding
strip in hetween the sash and the channel, Tack in place
into the casing. Do not eover the pulleys in the upper
channels

B ot et
LR

LOWER.
SALH
BoTrom
Al —
)
2 > QUTSIDE

Install sirips the Pull width of the sash on the bottom of
the lowser sash bottom rail and the top of the upper sash
tap rail.

o OFEeR

b CLOSED

=

Then attach a strip the full sddih of the window to the
upger sash bottom rail. Countersink the nails slightly so
they won't catch on the lower sash top rail.

Rolled vinyl

e
L
?’ﬁ
[ D
Mail on vinyl strips on dovble-hung windoows as chown,
A sliding window i much the same and con be treated as
a double-hung window turned on its side. Casement and

QUTEIFE

f}Jlrf;-'l'}E___.a-
tilting windows should be wecatherstripped with the

sinyl nailed o the windew casing so that, as the window
shuts, it compresses the roll,

Adhesive-backed foam strip

CUTEIDE |
_..-_"."'-

Install adhesive backed Toam, on all tvpes of windows,
only where there is no friction. On dooble-hung win-
dows, this s only on the bottom (a5 shown) and top
rails. Other types of windows can use foam sirips in
EEIANY [Hure F:‘l:l{;l.'h.




Before applyving caulking compound, clean arga of paint
build-wp, dirt, or deteriorated caulk with solvent and
putty knife orlarge serewdriver.

[mawing a pood bead of caulk will take 2 little practice.

First attempts may be a bil messy. Make sure the bead
cverlaps both sides for a tipht seal.

A wide bead may be necessary to make sure caulk
adheres to both sides.

e R

A R

Fill extra wide cracks like those at the sills {(where the
house meets the foundatwn)y with oakum, glas fiber
insulation sirips, ete.)

In places where you can’t quite fll the gaps, finish the
job with caulk,

Caulking compound also comes in rope farm. Unwind it
and force it inte cracks with vour fingers, You can fill
cxira long cracks easily this way.




INSTALL
CONMBINATION
STORM

WINDOWS

CONTRACTOR INSTALLED

Triple track, combination (windows and screen) storm windows are
designed for installation over double hung windows. They are
permanently installed and can be opened any time with a screen slid
into place for ventilation.

Double-track combination units are also available and they cost less.
Both kinds are sold almost everywhere, and can be bought with or
without the cost of installation.

Installation

You can save a few dollars (10% to 15% of the purchase price) by
installing the windows yourself. But you'll need some tools: caulking
gun, drill, and screw driver. In most cases it will be easier to have the
supplier install your windows for you, although it will cost more.

The supplier will first measure all the windows where you want storm
windows installed. It will take anywhere from several days to a few
weeks to make up your order before the supplier returns to install
them.

Installation should take less than one day, depending on how many
windows are involved. Two very important items should be checked
to make sure the installation is properly done.

Make sure that both the window sashes and screen sash move
smoothly and seal tightly when closed after installation. Poor
installation can cause misalignment.

Be sure there is a tightly caulked seal around the edge of the storm
windows. Leaks can hurt the performance of storm windows a lot.

NOTE: Most combination units will come with two or three 1/4" dia.
holes (or other types of vents) drilled through the frame where
it meets the window sill. This is to keep winter

condensation from collecting on the sill and causing rot.

Keep these holes clear, and drill them yourself

if your combination units don't already have them.

Selection: Judging Quality

Frame finish: A mill finish (plain aluminum) will oxidize, reducing
ease of operation and degrading appearance. An anodized or baked
enamel finish is better.

Corner joints: Quality of construction affects the strength and
performance of storm windows. Corners are a good place to check
construction. They should be strong and air tight. Normally
overlapped corner joints are better than mitered. If you can see
through the joints, they will leak air.

Sash tracks and weatherstripping: ~ Storm windows are supposed to
reduce air leakage around windows. The depth of the metal grooves
(sash tracks) at the sides of the window and the weatherstripping
quality makes a big difference in how well storm windows can do
this. Compare several types before deciding.

Hardware quality: The quality of locks and catches has a direct effect
on durability and is a good indicator of overall construction quality.



INSTALL NORMALLY
COMBINATION ICI?\I%ﬁFLTECgOR
STORM caz

i ==

DOORS— 1=

Combination (windows and screen) storm doors are designed for
installation over exteriodoors. They are sold almost everywhere,
with or without the cost of installation.

i

Installation

You can save a few dollars (10% to 15% of the purchase price) by
installing doors yourself. But you'll need some tools: hammer, drill,
screw driver, and weatherstripping. In most cases, it will be easier to
have the supplier install your doors himself.

Corner joints: Quality of construction affects the strength and
effectiveness of storm doors. Corners are a goagepto check
construction. They should be strong and air tight. If you can see
through the joints, they will leak air.

The supplier will first measure all the doors where you want storm
doors installed. It will take anywhere from several days to a few
weeks to make up your order before the supplier returns to install
them. Installation should take less than one-half day.

Weatherstripping: Storm doors are supposed to reduce air leakage
around your doors. Weatherstripping quality makes a big difference in
how well storm doors can do this. Compare several types before
deciding.

Before the installer leaves, be sure the doors operate smoothly and
close tightly. Check for cracks around the jamb and make sure the
seal is as air-tight as possible. Also, remove and replace the
exchangeable panels (window and screen) to make sure they fit
properly and with a weather tight seal.

Hardware quality: The quality of locks, hinges and catches should be
evaluated since it can have a direct effect on durability and is a good
indicator of overall construction quality.

Construction material:  Storm doors of wood or steel can also be

purchased within the same price range as the aluminum variety. They

Selection: Judg|ng Qua“ty have the same quality differences and should be similarly evaluated.
The choice between doors of similar quality but different material is
primarily up to your own personal taste.

Door finish: A mill finish (plain aluminum) will oxidize, reducing

ease of operation and degrading appearance. An anodized or baked

enamel finish is better.
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