
, 

! 

, I 
I 
i 

Fig. I4.-Tour
ist camp signs 
should appeal to 
the visitor through 
their simple ar
tistic character. 
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THE LANDSCAPE PLAN 

The landscape des ign of the camp is largely a prob
lem of adapting the natural conditions that prevail u p
on the property t o the purposes that the camp is t o 
serve. So much depends upon the topography of the 
land and the character of beauty indigenous to the 
place, as w ell as upon the numerous local conditions 
that must be considered, that no standard design of 
touri st camp can be presented, However, no matter 
how 'well a tourist park may provide for all of the prac
tical or utilitarian necessities of a camp, if the com
hined effect of all of these things with the landscape 
is not harmonious and pleasing t o the eye, the 
grounds as a whole will never prove most satisfac
tory. 

A property that possesses a high degree of land
scape beauty is much to be desired as a basis for the 
development. One should not be induced to select a 
site simply because of its cheapness, since the initial 
cost of the land is but a small proportion of the 
amount that may be spent in the course of a fe,," 
years for its development and maintenance, or that 
might otherwise be necessary to expend in developing 
an unsightly spot into a tourist park. 

The drive entrance . should be located at a con
venient point along the highway, leading apparently 

in a direct manner to the interior of the grounds. If the entrance is 
visible for some distance down the highway, so that occupants of ap
proaching machines may readily observe it from some distance away, 
it will prove helpful. The development of the entrance should be such 
as to make it easily accessible and to produce a simple, dignified. hospit
able effect that will be readily recognizable as a tourist park without the 
use of large, striking signs. 

The drives should lead the stranger in apparently direct, graceful lines to 
the adminishation building, to the camping sites, to the mosl pleasing vista 
points, and to such other places as might be desired. If these drives can 
be conveniently 'located near the boundaries, keeping the central portion of the 
property unbroken by them, it will help to develop the effeCt of extent to 
the grounds- and to maintain the unity of effect to the grounds as a whole. 
D sually, the drives should be not more than sixteen feel in width. This 
provides ample space for the passing of two machines. 

If the land adjacent to the drive in the cCl'mping section is marked off 
into lots, planted or otherwise developed to produce a more or less segre
gated effect, it will provide for a more efficient utilization of the camping 
area. The lights, water supplies, garbage receptacles, picnic tables, and fire
places may then be more definitely located and arranged to serve the camp 
sites in the most convenient manner. Plantings may then also be arranged 
about the boundaries o f the lots to produce a more seclusive effect. The 
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size of such inc1i\·idual camping areas yaries from a mltlll11Um of about 20 
x 20 feet to the lot 25 x 50 feet, a distance of 25 feet in width to 35 in depth 
being about the standard and generally most satis factory size. These areas 
should possess excellent surface drainage, and the adjacent dri\'e should be 
at an eleyatioll but slightly below the lots. 

Plantings. 

Fig. 15,-Roads ide 
s ign s may typify 
some historical , pr e
dominating or invit
ing character of the 
communit\" such as 
its gener~l pr ide in 
th e school s or ot her 
c ivic organization. 

T he planting- of t ouri st parks in man y cases is 
Jargely a matter of supplementing- the nati':e trees 
and shrubs already g-rowing- there by such a di sposi
tion and selecti on of plant s as ·will tend to harmon
ize th e drives , buildings, and other accessories nece s
sa ry for camping into unified effect. The planting 
should also perform other desirable functions. They 
may be so arranged as t o seg-reg-a t e the property 
from the general landscape of the environment, thus 
producing the effec t of a unity. This effect of seg-re
gation, howeve r , should not be obtained at the ex
pense of breaking- its unity with the g-eneral land
scape . Plantings may screen or break undesirable 
"istas within or w ithout the g-rounds, o r they may 
be so arranged about the boundaries of the property 
and camping lots as to develop a more seclusive 
effect. 

\ Vhen the grounds are t oo much exposed to wind 
or sun, plantings may be disposed so as to produce 
that degree of shelter or shade desired. They may 
clothe the bare spots about the g-rounds or may 
he u sed t o accentuate points that should appear 
dominant; and last but not least, they may be most 
acceptable in the scene for their own intrin sic 
beauty. 

Japanese barberries, bridle-wreath, spireas. lilacs, 
and other kinds of exotic shrubs or trees most com

mon about our homes are very inappropriate for rural tourist g-rounds. 
Here. the nati,"e kinds of sh rubs and trees, such as the viburnum. dog-
wood s, and native junipers or other kinds sug-gested by th e plant g-rowth 
already upon the property or of the environment should be used. Other
wise, a domesticated. cultivated effect, such as would be very appropri
ate about the home , but very inharmonious and out of plac.e about the 
tourist camp. might be produced. 

The selection and arrangement of the plants should be such as to expre, S 

a most naturali stic effect. They should be disposed in wayward groups and 
masses rather than as single specimens, as lines. or as other forms that might 
suggest man' s dominance and control of nature. Here the arrangement of 
the plantings should be such as to show such a perfect interpretation of 
nature's character as to result in an intelligible expression of nature's self. 
In this way the plantings enhance and perfect the dominant type of beauty 
as expressed by the topography and nati,"e grmvth already there, rathe: 
than expressing an attempt of man to de,"elop a type of beauty and of effect 
that is foreign to the scene. 
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