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Rural Highways 

By C. P. Halligan 

M ichig an is g radually awakening t o a n apprecia ti on of one of i.t s 
greatest und eveloped r esources ; na m ely, the beauty and intrinsic value 
of it s natiy e land scape. T he poss ibiliti es o f capit ali zing thi s g reatly 
negl ect ed r esource a s a bas is fo r a permanent and profitable indu stry, 
a ::l well a s fo r th e genera l sati sfa ction a nd per sonal enj oy ment of it s 
own citi zen s, have not g enera lly bee n r eali zed until r ece ntly . VVe have 
bee n more conce rn ed a s a peopl e in th e deve lopment of our mat erial 
r esources,- th e harves tin g o f our fores t s, th e minin g of iron, copp~ r , 
a nd coal fr om th e g round , the r a isin g of crops upon the surface, and 

(c) R . M. IIa rfo rd 

Fig. 1.- S uch b cautiful n a tur a l scc n cs of o ur r ur a l scc ti Oll S shoul d bc capita li zed 
hy suc h pl a nnin g ancl d ev elop m ent as w ill r cvcal th em in th e fulln ess o f the ir 
bcaut y to th e vis io n of a ll th a t pass a lo ng our rura l hi g lnvays . 

the promotin g of manufacturin g, tra nsporta tion, and othe r fo rms of 
co mmercial effort . 

No w, the w id e-sp read use of the automobile, the rapid ext ension of 
we ll const r uct ed hig hways, a nd t he r esult an t popularity of t ourin g a l)cl 
campin g-, a r e a ll beginnin g t o awak en us t o a n appreciati on of the r eal 
" a lue of our na tive landscape. 
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Practically surrounded by the Great Lakes, excepting on the south, 
Michigan is favored by summer climatic conditions that are delightful, 
invigorating, and healthful. Along the shores of these Great Lakes, 
and of the hundreds of smaller inland lakes that abound throughout the 
State, are beautiful scenic spots for healthful out-of-door enjoyment. 
These make the most delightful places for vacationing during tl!e 

Fig. 2.- Vistas of neighboring lakes are always enjoyable and should be made 
available from the rural highway. 
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summer months. T he wooded hills, th e open glens, the barren sand 
dunes , and the r olling cultivated plains combine with the lakes and 
rivers to present a vari et y and excellence of landscape beauty that is 
surpa ssed or equaled by few other secti ons of the country. 

Geographically, }\1ichig an is located mos t conveni ently t o very la rge 
and heavily populated a reas of the 11iddle Wes t a nd South that are 
less favored in su m mer climate and landscape 1 eauty , makin g thi s State 
a natural obj ective fo r t ourin g a nd vacati oning. The rapid incr eas e in 
population of the many citi es 'vv ithin the bounda ri es of the S ta t e, r esult­
ing in a more intensc congesti on a nd a g r eater degr ee of a rtificiality of 
living conditions, is cr eating an incr ea sin g demand £rom our o\yn 
citizens for the cha rm s o f th c open la nd scape. 

Ther efore, th c la ndscape beauty th a t t ypifies so many sections of 
this State is an inher ent ' a sse t of t he presc nt gener a tion tha t is, a nd 
will increasin g ly continue t o be, o f g rea t eco no mi c, socia l, a nd aes thetic 
value. As citi zens of thi s co mmonwealth and as present g uardians of 
thi s native treasurc, we shodd ass ume the r esponsibility of prese r v­
ing thi s wealth o f land scape beauty for a ll futurc genera tions, as w ell 
a s of doing wha t w e can t o de \'e]op and enhance it for a mor e g en­
eral and reasonabl e enj oy ment. 

The Field Included 
Such a n effort ilH olves fi r st o f a ll the acqui sition a nd pr ese rvation of 

areas possess ing di s tinctiv e and beauti ful landscape charac ter s for pub­
lic enj oyment. Be fore the Sta t e Depa rtm ent of Conservation began 
acquiring r ese r Ya ti ons fo r State Parks, M ichigan , with approx imately 
1,150 mil es of shore lin e on th e Grea t Lakes, own ed, or in other w ords 
had r eserved for public enj oy ment , less than fiy c mil es of thi s shor e 
line . In a ~ imila r way , the beauty spots and shorc lines about the 
many inland lakes w erc rapidl y being acquired and developed for 
private use, so tha t in but a short tim e thi s inher ent w ealth of land­
scape beauty wo uld have largely passed into t he ha nds of private in­
terest s for p ri vate use. Throug h th e laudable effort s of the State 
Park Commi ss ion, many a r eas possess ing di st inctive scenic character s 
have now been acquired as St a t e Parks, making them available for 
public enj oyment and in surin g their use fo r all future g eneration s. 
Thi s w ork, how ever, should be supplemented by similar effort s ex­
pended by th e severa l countie s, t ownships, and t own s, w orking a long 
similar lines t o make their own r espec ti\'c localities mor e intcres t ­
ing, attractive, a nd dist inctive in th eir landscape beauty. 

Rural landscape planning involves a much broader field of endeavor , 
however, than simply the conservati on of the native landscape. It in­
cludes the landscape improve ment o f many of the utilitar ia n fea tures 
th a t cha racteri ze a rura l co mmunity, such as th e embelli shment of 
our rura l hi g h ways, the planting of our schoo lg rounds, t he des ign 
a nd beautifi cation of Ollr rura l ce meteri es , a nd the arra nge ment and 
arti stic deve lop ment of our rura l co mmunity centers. It in volves 
the landscape construction of pa rk s and playgrounds tha t may be avail­
ble not only fo r the r es idents of the locality but also as t ou rist camps for 
visito.rs. It includes t he lay ing-out and development of a r eas for g olf 
g rounds, a newe r phase of rura l planning that helps t o make our 
rural communities more enj oyable for the vacationi st s. But most of 
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a ll it includ es thc capitali zin g of t hesc natural beauti es of our rural 
sec ti on s by su ch planning and d eve lo pment as wilt r eveal the m in 
the fullne ss of their b eauty t o the v is io n of all that pa ss a long our 
highways o r so jo u rn in our mid st, These are so m e of the phases of 
rura l pl a nnin g that w ilt te nd to in c r ease the att ract i\'e ness and d e­
sirabilit y of man } of our rural se cti on s a nd in t hi s 'way prO\'e of g r eat 
econo mic , socia l, a nd aest hetic yalue to each co mmunity , 

Economic Value 

lVri chiga n promises to become th e g r ea t summer playgr ound of t)lC 
M iddl e West. A lready our beauty spot s and summer r eso rt s are at­
t ract in g t h o usands of v isito r s eac h season , and thi s r esult s in the pr~)-

F ig. 3,- The beauty of winding 
rura l hig hways may be greatly en­
hanced by the planti ng of na turali sti c 
g r oups of eve rg reen and deciduous 
trees a long thei r borders. 

cluction of a great source of r evenue 
to t he State. A very co nse r vative es! i­
mate shmvs that tou ri s t s a lon e a r e an­
nua ll y spending about eighty milli o n 
doll ars in our Sta t e . 1\!Ian y of the se 
t o uri sts, beco ming fa vo r ab ly impressed 
'w it h our advantageou s conditions ,vill 
doubtless b eco m e ann u a l vis ito r s and 
r esorte r s in J\/[ ichigan, and so m c of 
th e 111 ,,·i It fin a [] y beco me property 
ow n e r s, purchasing d es irable locatio n s 
for s u 111111 e r h 0111 e s ' 13 u t t hi s in d u s try 
is s till in it s pio neer stage of d eve lo p­
m ent a nd pro mi ses t o b e of g r eate r 
a nd m o r e perman ent value t o weste rn 
a nd n o rthw este rn NI ichiga n , t o the 
U pp er Pe nin sula , a nd t o many other 
lll o re loca li zed secti on s, than the pri ­
mary bu sin ess of lumberi ng and it s 
m any associated indus tri es. 

\ IVhe n on e apprec iate s the yas t ex­
t ent o f undeve loped and uncultivated 
la nd in the se sec ti o n s possess ing such 
admirab le la nd scap e qu a liti es a nd 
h ea lthful. pl easing clim atic condition s, 
o ne may b e ab le t o v isua li ze the future 
econo mi c poss ibiliti es that are avail ­
ab le through the proper development 
and capitali zati on of t h ese natui-al 

landscape qualiti es. It is t h e on e great econo mi c r esource indigenous t o 
these regio n s which, if prope rl y capital ized and judiciou sly cared for l?y 
th e co-operative efforts of th e communiti es and prop erty owners, may 
be availabl e for a lt f uture ti m e. 

Social Value 

In the past the rura l C0 11lIllUnl tles have been well s uppli ed w ith 
heauty sp ot s that c()uld be u sed for pi cni cs, baseball ga m es, and o th e r 
forms of communi ty gath e rin g s . These are a v it al part of the li fe of a 

rural cO lllmun ity, a nd the 
1llunity spirit and a n in cli 
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Fig, 4,- Stccp, ha r e roa ds id e b 

a m o ng it s peopl e. A Ja ck 
whe r e o n e may m eet in 
bors, is a co mlll on d e fi ci, 
for such common enj o)" n 
m os t e ffi cient for th ese 1 
spot s sh o uld be se lected 
and enj oyabl e a s pos siblE 
m ost p leasant and effect i, 
may be retained. 

Aesthetic VaIue 

rI'h e n eed of r ur a l p Ial' 
aesth et ic vie,ypoin t, T he 
in h e r ent characte ri sti c of 
t hi s appreciati on and se n ~ 
Of a ll the sources of b e~ 
a nd no n e appea l m or e pc 
of country, love of CO llllll 

assoc iated w ith the lm'e 0 

R 

E ural highl\'ays arc th~ 
1l1 ohili st, a s th e rural scen 



R URAIL HIGHWAYS 7 

rural co mmunity . and th e u se of th e m t end s t o dev elop a bette r co m ­
munity spirit and an individual p rid e and sa ti sfacti on fo r the locality 

Fi g. 4.- St ccp, ha r e roa dsid e h :l llk s m a r th e bea\1! y of mallY of our r oadsid e sce nes. 
See Fig. S. 

am ong it s p eopl e. A lack of social int er cour se . o f fr equent occa sions 
wh er e one m ay m ee t in a r ec reati onal \Vay \\'ith fri ends and n eigJ1-
bor s, is a co mm on de fi ciency of ma ny rural co mmunities . Faciliti~s 
for such cO l11m on e nj oy ment should be provid ed , and t o make them 
m os t e ffi cient fo r th ese purposes the mos t beautiful and appropriate 
sp ot s should be se lected a nd d eve loped t o make them a s se rviceable 
and enj oyabl e a s p oss ibl e. It is onl y in such ways that one of t.l1 e 
mos t pleasant a nd effec ti ve sourccs of rural r ec reati on and e nj oym~nt 
m ay b e r etain ed . 

Aesthetic Value 

T he n eed of rura l p lannin g is gr eat es t ",hen conside red f r om tl1e 
a es th eti c viewpoint. Th e lo \'c and enj oy mcnt o f th e beautiful is an 
inh er ent characte ri sti c of eyc r)' indi\'idua l, a lth oug h so me may develop 
thi s apprec iati on a nd sense o f beauty t o a hig her degr ee than other s. 
Of all th e sources of beauty . n one ar e co mparabl e t o the landscap e, 
and no ne appea l m or e pow erfully t o practica ll y all people. T'he love 
o f country, love of co mmuni ty, a nd lo ve of ho me are all vc ry closeiy 
a ssoc iated w it h th e 100'e of th e la nd sc ape. 

RURAL HIGHWAYS 

n.ura l hi g hw ays a r e t he m os t popul a r parks of t oday fo r the auto­
m obili st , :1 S th e rural sce nes a nd rural atm os pher e are found m or e en-
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joyable than any other. This suggests that along the important rural 
highways there should be developed a scenic treatment similar to 
that given to park or boulevard drives. 

Judging from the development that has taken place thus far, it 
would seem that the idea prevai ls that a perfectly surfaced road is the 
only essential requisite of a well developed highway,- that the main 
p leasure we have to offer traffic by these newly constructed highways 
is that derived from the sense of traveling over them at high speeds. 
Such pleasure might be deri ved to an even greater degree by con­
tinuously speeding about a circular race track, where an even mqre 
perfectly surfaced road might be available. A rural highway, however, 
should offer more satisfacti on and pleasure than most people deriye 
from the sense of speeding. Such well constructed roads may proye 
very stupid and unintere sting for the vis itor or resident of the com­
munity who prefers to move over them slowly, if there is something 
to interest him- to make it worth while. 

Fig. S.-Roads ide banks should be clothed with vines, shrubs, and trees to har­
monize them with the land scape and make them pleasing to view. 

Rural highways should be designed and their environment developed 
to make them pleasing and interesting, capitalizing all the adjacent 
roadside scenery that may be available by developing and revealing 
it so that it will be readily seen and thoroughly appreciated. This in­
volves not s imply the ornamental planting a long the roadsides but 
a lso the occasional removal of trees obstructing desirable vistas, the 
removal of unsightly objects, the abolition of the roadside dump arld 
the bill-board nuisance, and a reasonable control of public service utili­
ties in the erection of poles, stringing of overb~ad wires, and butchering 
of roadside trees. 

In laying out a new hi 
the general line of the h 
or well informed person 
ly and analyze the landsc 
is to pass, to see what 
prove advisable for an ef 
without materially chang 

Fig. 6.-A suggestive developt 
the development of recrca 
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In laying out a new highway, or in r econstructing an oIel one, after 
the general line of the highway has been considered, so me competent 
or well informed person should be engaged to invest igate thoroug h­
ly and analyze the land scape characte r s ove r which the proposed road 
is to pass, to see what modifica tion in location or of g rades m ig ht 
p rove ad visable for an effic ient capi tali za t ion of the landscape scenery 
w ithou t mat eria lly changing it s dir ectn ess, cost, or sen -iceability_ Very 

Fig. 6.-A suggestive development of a water supply into a beautifying element in 
the development of recreational or resting spo ts along our rural highways. 
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frequently slight change s in alignment may expose mos t admirab le 
vistas of nearby lakes, di stant rivers, or open fert ile plain s. Such 
action may r eserve for public enjoy ment exce ll ent specimen s or groups 
of matured trees that would tak e m or e than a gene ration t o r eplace . 
It may prevent the n ecess ity of excessive cut s and fill s that scar and 
mutilate th e natnral heauty of our country roadsides. 

Roa.dside Grades 
In a naturali sti c landscape, as far as is poss ibl e, th e road should 

see m t o li e upon the surface of the g round wit hout interrupti on o f 
the natural grades of t he environm ent. T he surface of th e hank s 
of necessa ry cut s and fills should simulate th e natural surfac e \vhere 
poss ibl e. ,Vhere this is imposs ible, th eir modeling should s till be as 
nnbroken a co ntinuati on of the natural surface a s one can arrange. 

Wh er e there is an y considerable natural beauty of hill and -valley 
and tree, and parti cularl y where the hill s are s mall , st eep, and \'arious iy 
sloped, an irregular sys t em of curving roads, taking acl\'antage of 
t opography, will not only be mo re appropriate and mo re beautiful bnt 
almost certainly llluch ch eap er. 

Roadside Views 
Since th e enj oy ment of VJ ew s fr om th e road is a matte r of co nsid e r ­

abl e importan ce, pains should be taken that th e highways lead to the 
various outl ook s and object s of interes t , if thi s can be arranged with ­
out materially affecting their dir ec tn ess and con ve ni ence. Vi ews taken 
up and down th e r oad mu st be consid ered ; th ey ar e in e \'itably see n 

Fig. 7.- 111lprope rly pla nt ed roadsi de curve obscu rin g the v Ision of approaching 
vehic les a nti ll egkc tin g th e development o f the offscape. 
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st ranger the prese nc e of 
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op en land scape ca n be enj 
such a s "Lookout Point. " ' 
for parking, and a few si 
a proper des ign of \\'alk. 
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Fig. R.- A p rope rl y p la nt ed ro~ 
th e inll e r curve al 
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by eve ryon e who trave ls upon it. \ iV he re a r oad change s direction, a 
yi ew out at the point o f chan ge, continuing the line of the road which 
approache s ~t and centerin g on an inter es ting di stant object suitably 
enframed by the planting about the r oad it se lf , is a des irable pos ­
s ibility w hi ch one s hould haye in mind. Vi ew s t o be enjoyed fr o m the 
r oad, w her e the spect a to r loo ks simply to th e right or left , s hould of 
course b e en fram ed by th e planting al ong the r oad it se lf. but they 
should not be enframcd \\'ith so small a n op enin g that th e tra\'c le r ha s 
hecn carri ed by befo re he ha s had tim e to enj oy the yi ew . 

vV he re admirabl e land sc ape scen es or yi sla s are available , or r oad­
sid e sprin gs, shady g roves, o r othe r in vitin g landscape featur es pre ­
vail , an oportunity is a fford ed furthe r t o capitali ze such sp ot s a s in­
yitin g t emporary s toppin g o r r es tin g p oint s. J-f e re the vi sitor may 
r es t and enj oy the sce ne t o its full es t ext en t. /\n appropriate, simple , 
im'iting, and naturali s ti c cl eyelopm ent of s uch a spot indi cates t o th e 
s trange r th e presence o f so me such \\'o rth whil e feature. J\ des ir ­
abl e vista point a long o ne o f the trLlr: k lin es fr o m which an unusuall y 
pl ea sin g yi ew of a n earby riy er , a di s tant expan sive lak:e, o r a ya st 
upen land scape can he enj oyed , ma y be o' i\'en so me appropriate name, 
such a s "Loo kout P () int ." Th e roadway may then be wid ened t o provide 
for parking, and a few simple, harm onious seat s in s tal1 ed , a long with 
a prop er des ig n of w a lk. s tair s, o r such oth e r suppl e m entary tr eat ­
ment a s will enhan ce th e ge neral beauty o f th e p ot and lead th e yi s­
itor un consc iously t o th e prin cipal yantage p oint. 1\ r oadsid e spring 
may be c1 c \'c lop ecl by approp ria te ly na min g the spot , hy des ig ning a 
parkin g a rea , hy di spos in g of a few sea t s, o r hy building a ru sti c 

.~-------------

F ig, 8,- A prope rl y p la nt ed roa dsid e curve pe rmit t ing a n unob struct ed vi s ion along 
t he inn er cur ve a nd en fr a min g th ' v ista of th e o ffsca pe. 
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shelter hous e there and developing t he general naturalness and beauty 
of the spring it self, harmonizing all of these element s of develop­
ment into a unified composition. 

Other t ypes of unusually attractive landscape features that may lJe 
enjoyed, either at points immediately a long the roadside or w ithin a 
short di stance of it, may be developed in similar ways, thus pleas­
ingly dir ec ting the vis it or 's attention to them and capItal izing their 
beauty to the g reatest degree. 

In these ways we may encourage tourists and visitors to travel 
leisurely through our co mmunities, entertaining them as they go w ith 
the particular kind of enj oyment that they are naturally seeking; 
namely, the enjoyment of the beautiful native landscape feat ures that 
typify our localities. To neglect the development of these enjoy­
able features pro motes the desire to speed through our communities 
in the shortest available time, losing t hi s source of enj oyment a nd 
sense of appreciation of the real landscape beauty. 

BILLBOARDS 

Billboards are a co mmon source of ugliness and of di spleas ure a long 
our rural hi g hways. T hey are offensive to the sight in that they g ive 
u s unsought ad vice and because t hey obscure the land scape o r distract 
our attention from it s beauty. The billboard is a general nuisance., 
and judicial opini on on t hi s subj ect reflects public sent im ent. Since 
they are offens iv e to the sig ht and to good ta ste, and since it is through 
the sense of sig ht that the pleasures of rural landscapes are perceived 
and enjoyed, billboards a re in the same cla ss as nuisances which are 
offensive to the other senses. The most scenic, sightly, and con­
spicuous points a long the main rural highways a r e the very spots 
desired and selected by enterpri sin g advertise r s w hose aim and ideal 
seems to be to transform our rural highways into "rural buy-ways." 
They inform us what to eat, drink, and wear, and just where to go 
if we desire et ernal happin ess. T he ve ry scenes and character s of 
the city t hat one is trying t o evade in hi s retreat to the country pre­
cede him along the rural highways. 

Business interests of rural towns are defeating their own aims by 
consuming and obliterat ing scenic spots along the highways or by 
allowing outs ide interests to disfigure the landscape in this way and 
thus deprive the tour ist or rural resident of their enj oyment in their 
journeys to or from the town. In t h e words of the Earl of Ballcarres, 
one of the leading British opponents of this evil, "What we claim is 
that the landscape does not be long to the man w ho chooses to pay 
a few shillings for it per annum, but it is an asset of the people at 
large," or as Hamerton ha s expressed it, "the land belongs to it s own­
er s but the landscape belongs to him who beholds it. " One of these 
days the people of t he rural communiti es will appreciate the fact 
that landscape beauty is a valuable economic asset, and then we will 
see the end of t he existence of the advertising fiend destroying our 
roadside views, which means destroying values,- value s that belong 
to the entire population a nd that no individual has a righ t to r uin. 

rHE MAGNIFICENT' 

-::::. 

L-______ . ______ ~~ 
-A:\V LBO,;!) SO ~1l' C Jl 'I 

TO ~HOW 



RURAL HIGHWAYS 

rHE MAGNIFICENT VIEW YOU DISCOVERED ON YOUR TRIP 
LAST YlAR--

-A:\U Ln~En so ~lLTJI 'fHA 'I' '\'0(; DROVE >,;IXTY ~IIT, E:-; 0(''1' OF YOl' R W AY 
TO ~HOW VI' TO :rOUt FiUE1\;nS T HIS YEAR. 

(Courtesy of the Register and Leader, Des Moines, Iowa .) 

Fig. 9. 

]3 
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TELEGRAPH POLES 

There are o the r so urces of uglin ess and di splea sure that character­
ize our rural hi g hways which might be consid erably minimized by 
rea sonabl e control. The multipli city of p () l ~s for wires, and th e r e­
sultant t opping and hutch e ring of trees growin o' under th em , are 
111 os t fr eq ue n t, d i spl eas i 11 g , and in ha r mOil i ous de \'e IOp111 e n is of ru ra I 
roadsid e scenes . There is nearly ah\'ays a r easo nahle\\'ay of prev ent ­
ing th ese conditions\\'here public se ntim ent is aroused and citizens 
co-op e rate in so lvin g the probl e m. Frequently in rural di st ricts poles 
may b '~ e rected along less important highways . A rrange ment s may 
so metim es be mad e " 'her eby hy o or more public utility companies 
may be induced t o u se th e sa me po les . T'he underground cab le is C0111-

mon in th e citie s as a sub st itute for po les and overhead w ir es and will 
probably r ep lace them in thc rural distri c t s a s soon a s the gencral 
publi c yalu es it s land scape bea uty suff-ici ently t o warrant th e increas ed 
cost of underg round in stallati on. 

IJoweycr, as lo ng as poles and O\'erh ead wires remain along the 
hig hways, no satisfactor y m ea ns is available fo r entirely prevent­
ing the ev il s in the pruning and fr eq uently butchering of r oadsid e 
trecs. l ' he hran ches of trees arc certain t o g row upward and t o in -

Fig. lO.- Telegraph poles a nd ove rh ead \{vires a re sources Ot ug lin es s that charac­
terize many of our rura l hi g hways. 

t erfe re with the wires ove rhead. The topping of such trees to pre­
vent this difficu lt y necessa ril y spoil s th eir natural form and beauty. 
\ Vhere th e pruning is done by a well trained man , in sympathy \\'ith 
th e natural cha racte r of h eaut y of trees, th e deg r ee of injury may hc 
reduced to a minimum; or somet im es the compani es may be induced 
to raise their wires by u s in g hi g he r poles. The laws goyerning the 
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protection of s treet tr ees and t he ri g ht s of property ow ners regarding 
them have been co mpil cd in l\f ichi gan Circul ar Bulletin No. 41, which 
may be obta in cd upon request.* There is always so mc way of aboli sl1 -
in g these and other un sig htly cle ment s that commonl y disfigure the 
landscape, but there is never an exc use fo r ug lin ess. 

~-----------------------------------------------------~ 

Fi g . l1.- The subs tituti o n of tre es a nd shrubb ery for telegraph pole s fl llU overhead 
wires wo uld g r eat ly i11lprove our highways. 

ROADSIDE PLANTING 

The planting along the country road side can be made an important 
factor in it s beauty,- indeed, where there are no particular distant 
\'iews, perhaps the greatest factor. 

"To the untrained eye, t he country roadside is a lllass of tan g l ~cl 
\'in es, shrub s, tree s, a nd fl owcrs; to the trained eye, it is a scene 111 

th at \\'ild garden \vhich one co m es t o love as he loves no bit of cul ­
ti,'ated so il however well ordered and well maintained." 

Thi s wildness, freedom, and naturalness of plant g rowth along tl1e 
r oadsid es should character ize our rural roadside plantings, rat he r than 
the r estrain ed, artificial effects of eycnly spaced trees or plants in 
monotonous lin es, or of unplanted ba nk s and clcared roadsides that 
often mark our rural hig h\\'ays \\'hen attcmpts ba \'c been made to 
produce a trim and tidy appearance. 

]'hc particular character of the planting will vary much with the 
surroundings. T he rocky hill side, the flat, fer til e m eadow, a nd the 
ro lling culti vated plain, each possesses it s own di stinctive character 

*Aclclress r eq ues t for Cir cu lar: Dir. R. S. Shaw, M. A. c., East Lans ing, 
:Michigan. 
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of beauty. This indigenous type of beauty should be developed to 
its best expression, so far as this is possihle in a narrow strip along 
the road,- for itself alone or as a fo reg round for a more distant view. 
The harmoni zin g of the narrow s trip s a long the high\,,·ays in to the 
larger landscape beyo nd , the enframin g of vistas that may be ob tained 
fr om the roads, and the screening of undesirable vistas are import­
ant functions that th e plantings should perform. These things should 
determine their design and character. 

Fig. 12.-Trees planted along highways traversing a naturalistic landscape should 
not be disposed in definite rows. 

Plantings may perform other important functions under special con­
ditions. A long abrupt slopes or upon steep roadside banks, plantings 
are important in preventing severe erosion of the soil and in cov~r­
ing the bare and di spleasing surfaces that otherwise mar the land­
scape. While such banks may be re-graded into graceful slopes that 
harmoniz e with their surroundings, much may be accomplished by 
simply planting them to hardy vines, shrub s, and trees adapted to the 
particular soil s and exposures, thus transforming the banks from un­
sightly spots in the landscape into pleasing, harmonious ones. 

Where the highway curves abruptly, much care should be exer­
cised in planting the boundaries of the cur ve. The inside border at such 
points should be lef t fairly open to permit a free, unhindered view of 
vehicles approaching from the oppos ite direction. The outside border 
should be planted heav ily enough t o give the effect of strength and 
stability, such as a wall or stout fence might provide. The arrange­
ment of the plantings, however, should be such as not to obscure de­
sirable vistas of the la nd scape . \\·hich it is important to develop and 
maintain at these particular points. 
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To be most comfortable and pleasant to those who travel upon 
them, roads must be shaded. On our suburban streets and ordinary 
straight country roads traversing a co mparatively level landscape, a 
more or less corlsistent and equally spaced line of trees may se rve this 
purpose best. Where the landscape beauty is important, however, 
and the highway is winding over hill s or across vales, such a line of 
trees might 'i\rell prove very inharmonious in the scene. In such cases, 
informal plantations of trees and shrub s are t o be des ired, and the 
whole should be so co mpo sed that the r oad will seem to be passing 
through a fortunately pre-exist ing se ries uf groups and mas ses of 
native plantings. 

Native Plants for Roadside Planting 
Such public r oadside plantings may properly beco me the conserva­

tion grounds of native spec ies . It is a co mmon but unfortunate fact 
that in many parts of the country, espec ially where agriculture is par­
ticularly effective, many of the fine st native species are rapid ly dis ­
appearing. If our r oads ide plantings rather typified the original native 
growth of the hill s and valleys, th e woods, and the open fields of the 
sections through which th ey passed, it would great ly help to develop 
and maintain the native plant character of those localities , bes ides 
preserving for future generations many of the indigenous species that 
otherwise may di sappear. F ortunately, l\fichigan is endowed with many 
kinds of native plants that a re ve ry beautiful for roadside adornment, 
so desirable, in fa ct, that many of them are being propagated and 
handled by nurse ri es in this country and abroad. 

Fig. 13.- Trees a nd shrub s should be Ji sposec1 in naturalis tic g roups and masses to 
develop th e fr ee a nd nat ural effect that characterizes the country. 
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There are indeed few places a s rich in their native flora of speCIes 
so well adapted for landscap e planting as in thi s State. On the 
rather fertile soil s, retentive of m oisture the A m erican elm makes 
an ideal r oadsid e tree, while the cork elt;1 thri ve s on drier and less 
fertile soil s. The sugar maple delights in a fertile upland soil and 
proves a permallen~ and m ost desirable tree. O n the sandy loa m soil s, 
that are ,mo re subj ect to drouth , the r ed oak is most adaptab le, al ­
th?ugh, lI!,;: e all of the previous kinds, it will g ruw 0 11 a ny well drained 
soIl of faIr fert~lity . The pin oak, with it s filler textured fo liage. "is 
also a very de SIrab le tree on the sandy loam soil:-i, e specia ll y as far 
north as H.usco mmon County . For the li g ht, sand y so il s, th e birches 
and poplars pro ve be s t adapted, while the evergre ens, such a s the w hit e 
and r ~d pin es and the white spruce. may also be ad\'antageously used as 
roa~l s ICl e trees upon such soil s in the rural sect ion s. The soft mapl e 
thrl\:e: . on a variety of soil s, and is a v cry rapid gro\\'er , bu tit s sus­
ceptlbdlty to bo rer s and to splittin g makes it less des irable than the 
hard maples , oaks, or eltn s. Flowever, on rather infer t il e sa ndy soil s, 
on bottom lands, wher e the water-table is within a fc \\" feet of t he 
surface , it proyes m ost adap table. For the fertile low land s, w (: also 
h~v e ther~bassw.ood, the alders, th.e willow s, tJ: e cedar s, and man y ot her 
kind s. I her e I S 11 0 lack of natll'e tree s sUIt ed for roadside u se . It 
is rath e r a mattcr of se lect ing the particul a r kind s bes t adapted to the 
~oil and climatic conditions of each parti cular location. Thc will o ws 
will not appear at ho m e 0 11 a hilltop , nor the w hit e pin e on the 10\\ "­

land. 

Fig. 14.-Each se ason of th e 'y ear portra 'y s it s own charact er o f beaut y in the 
landscape. 
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There is also a ,,-ealth of nativc shr ubs and 1l0wering trees to select 
for rural landscape planting_ Thc l\Tichigan prairie rose and sumacs 
are very attractiye plants that thri,-e c\'cn on rather sandy and in­
fertile soils; while junipers, of the prostrate forms, are attractive ele­
ments that already characterize many o[ the sandy slopes along the 
roadsides in some sections of the State. 

The many species of nati ,'e ,iburnums and dogwoods, the Amer­
ican holly, and willO\\-s are all beauti [nl and especially characteristic 
along roadsides 011 the lowlands, ",here the soil is fairly rich and 
moist. The hawthorns, mountain ash. and ,vild crabs are small or 
shrub-like trees particularly pleasing (111 the upland soils, both in flower 
and fruit; while the fall colorations of the sassafras, growing tree­
like or shrub-like 011 the lighter soils along the roadways, add their 
attractiYe scarlet note to the sugar maples in painting the fall land­
scape. There are so many beautiful types of native shrubs to select 
f rom that one should be guided more by the problem of adaptability 
to conditions than by one's personal whims in determining the kinds 
to use. 

-'._---

The nati,-e ferns, yines, and hardy herbacious plants, such as the 
daisies and asters, the golden rod and brown-eyed susans, should be 
more commonly considered as the finishing touches in the composition 
of roadside landscape pictures. \Vhat rural roadside scene would ap­
pear complete without a few of these dainty forms relieving the 
coarser and more readily discernible characters of the landscape? At 
times great masses of them paint our rural scenes, but more frequent­
ly it is in scattered groups and colonies that we note their presence 
along the roadside, adding the detail and "ariety to the landscape 
,yhich tend to hold and maintain our interest and enjoyment. 

Just as there are "sermons in stones, and books in running brooks," 
so to those ,,-ho lo\e nature-

The dainty little snow-dn)!>, nr yiolct of blue 
Is the product of thc ages, a symbol of the new; 
In harmony with Natnre for generations past 
A part of God's own picture, [orc\'er,-to the last. 

The development of pleasing rural landscapes and well planted high­
,,-ays and rural homes is not si mply a measure of our own taste and 
pride of ownership. It is the external sign by which we would haye 
the country's health and beauty known. 

There is not a yillage nor rural community in l\1ichigan, however 
badly planned at first or ill-built afterwards, that may not be re­
deemed in a great measure hy proper planning and development work. 
It is n e,-er too late 110r too carly to project imprO\"ements of this kind. 
/ \,s Emerson has sa id-

There is nc,-cr an cnd in nature, 
But eyery end is a beginning. 

E,-ery spring and eyery autumn should witness a revival of associated 
efforts on the part of the civ ic authoritics, of community associations, 
and of alle cit ize ns to i111pro,'e and e mbelli sh the external conditions 
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of their localities. T hose leas t appreciative of the results as regards 
beauty, may be aroused as to the effects of increased value to the 
property thus improved. 

Citizens work ing as pri va te indi vidua ls cannot generally accomplish 
the ideals of rural highway improvement. This r esult , as with much 
o f the rural landscape improvement work, can only be accomplished 
through the co-operative and organized efforts of a com munity's many 
citizens. Therefore , it offers a worthy and desirable fie ld of service 
for any and all local organizations interested in the development and 
improvement of their comm uniti es. Much good work may be accom­
plished by local Chambers of Commerce, Business Men's Clubs, and 
Women's Clubs in initiating and promoting p rojects of this kind, as 
well as in direct ing the appreciation and interest of it s citizens to t1:te 
desirableness and need of such improvements. 

A great deal has al ready been accomplished in many rural commu­
nities. Some of these comm uniti es were not of the most p rosperous 
type, demonstrat ing the fundam ental fact that where the attention 
of citizens has been directed to the existing need of such improve­
ments and their forces have been properly organi zed for co-operative 
effort, there are few of these landscape improve ments that are be­
yond the power of atta inm ent of the average rural co mmunity. T he 
public desi re and the will of attainment, rather than finan cia l resources, 
are the principal r equi sites of accomplishment in this work. 

t I 


