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HOUSE PLANTS 

A LEX LAURIE 

Plants g rO\\ 'n in d\\' ellin g s are g en era lly exposed t o cond it ion s ad
v er se t o their bes t development and t o s llccessfull y develop t h em in 
such places is a triumph of art. con scious or acc ident al. Knmy ledge 
of their r equ ir em ent s, particularly in rega rd t o light, moisture , t em
p erature. soil s. a nd p es t control. is ce rtain to be h elpful in r emoving 
or r educing th e handicap s \\'hich plants encounter in m os t houses. 

Ligh t- All plants do bes t " 'hell exposed t o a r elat ively large amoun t 
of light , though the a mo unt o f dir ec t sun light which th ey r equir e 
vari es con sider a bly . Genera lly. th eir a b il ity t o manufactur e foods and 
t o utili ze th em in making rapid g rowth depends o n the abunda n ce of 
their li g h t supply. On th e oth er hand , many o f the " shad e end urin g " 
k:ind s a r e re t a rd ed in t h eir growth by st rong light. Flo \\'ering plant s 
like ge ranium s, r oses, and begonia s thriv e bes t in a su nn)' south " ,in
dow ; \\'hil e th ose g r m n1 chiefl y fo r th eir foliage, like .;\ spidistra. fe rn s\ 
pa lm s , and vin es succeed bett er in a n eas t o r w es t window wher e th ey 
r ece ive m or e s ubdu ed lig ht. Korth windO\\'s adm it t oo little lig h t for 
health y grmdh of a lm os t a ll plant s. 

Moisture- :\ m oist a tmo spher e is impor t a n t t o healt hy pla nt de
ve lopm ent hut such atmospher e is rath er diffic ul t t o p rovide under t h e 
ordinary m eth od s o f h eatin g chyellin gs. G nder the u sua l condition 
of low hum idit y, plan t s suffer r epeated ly b oth fro m th e dry ing ou t 
of the so il a nd fro m the effect s of th e clry a tmosphe r e upo n t he plan ts 
th em se lves . C rad ua ll y, they becom e unhealthy a nd ar e th en m or e 
susceptible t o the a ttack s of certa in in sect s and d isea ses. To a ll ev iate 
thi s condit ion, spray ing of the fo liage with \yater appli ed \\'it h a n 
a tom izer once or twire a day is b enefi c ial. Hum idity may also l)e in
cr eased by providing a sh a l10w copp er o r galvanized iron t r ay in 
wh ich t o set the p la n t s. T h e bottom of t h e tray is cover ed \\'ith 
pebbles or g ravel so a s to hold t he pot s off t he hottom and t h en 
enough \\' a t er is poured in t o cover th e bottom and ,,'et th e surfac e 
of t h e pebbl es . P lant s st anding o n uch a suppo rt but a bove it s \yater 
leve l are fre ed o f t h e dange r o f in jury fro m ove r \Va t ering, " ,hil e 
evaporation from t he tray k eeps th e a tmosphere mu ch m or e humi d. 
rIhe soil should not be p ermitt ed to dry out a t a ny tim e. The func
t ion of t h e soil wa t er is t o di sso lve the soluble porti on s of th e so il so 
t ha t t hey m ay b e abso rbed by th e r oots. Lack o f wat er check s the 
g rowth o f house plants, mak es t h em shed their leaves, and cau se s 
th em t o b ecom e w oody, hard , a nd un sig htl y. Superabundance of wat er, 
however , int erferes with proper ae rati on o f th e so il. Th e oxygen of 
th e a ir is n ecessary t o th e lif e of th e root s. When the so il cavities 
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Ci licrar ia - A ~atlS I acton", s ho r t seasoll 
p lallt, r eq uirill g a bullcl G; llce o f \\"atcr. 

·r oots t() o fhet the 1 0 IV h u 
midity " Potted plant s r equir e 
mor e I\"a t e ring than those in 
h () xes becaus e o f g reate r 
eva pu rati o n through th e p cn
o u s clay. a nd th e s mall e r th e 
cO lltain ~ r in \\"hich th e plant:-; 
ar e g r o \\"in g th e more fr e
que nt sh o uld h e the \\"a t e ring" 
Rapidl y g rOl\"in g plants lik e 
c in e rari as r equir e more wate r 
and a r e less s u sce ptibl e to in 
jury from ove r\\"atering than 
th e s lowe r g r o\\"in g Cyclamen" 
The nativ e habitat of a plan t 
(lft e n is a g uid e to th e amount 
of \\"a t e r ne ed ed" Plant s o f 
ar iel r eg"io n s su ch as Cacti a n d 
E upho r bias r equir e v e ry little 
I\"ate r. T h e C hri s tma s Cactu s 
( Epiphyl1ul11 truncat u11l ) is the 
mos t popular in thi s g r o up" 
Excess ive watering will n ea rly 
ahyays ca u se th e dro pping 0 I 

t hi s pla nt's Ao \\"e rin g buds" 
P lant s with broad. leath e ry 
lea ves. such as th e rubb e"r 

a r e fi ll ed co nLinuous h " ,,"it ll 
I\"ate r. th e roots a r e sc~o n de -
10) 1' i ved 0 I' OX} ge n. beca ll se th e 
a mount co n tained in the water 
is soo n exh austed" Smoth e r 
ing ancl decay of r oots fo ll ow " 
F()r 1llost plants. the id eal con 
ditio1l frolll th e standpo in t of 
soi l lll()i stur c is that conclitio11 . 
\\"hi ch is ()hta in ed ju st aiter 
"(tte rin g \\"h en a ll th e surplu s 
,,"ate r ha s d r ai n ed (t\\"a \"" 

S o 111 e pIa 11 ts t h ri \' e h"e tt e r in 
a c() 111j)arati\'e ly dr y 1llediu1ll . 
The: aLlllOSphere of the r ()()m 
ha s some erfect up 0 11 th e 
am()unt o j \\"atering reclu ir ecl. 
Til e dri e 1' t h e room is. th e 
g r eate r is th e evapora ti o n 
i r o lll th e pl a nt sur faces. and 
lll o r e ,,"a t e r is r equir ed at t h e 

Cyclam en- Th e p ee r of ho use plants. 

p lant has. p rei e r a da mp 
J1losphere hut arc not so t c 
a nt of a larg e a1llount o i 111 

t ur e at the r()()ts " O n th e 0" 

hand. the . \sp ic1ist r a is t c 
a n t of dn- air and little \\" 
a nd y et it- \\"ill gr()\\" r easo n; 
well und e r the r everse co 
tio n s. Ferns ]' cc luir c (In <1 1 
dance oj \\"ate r hut poor elr 
age sh\)uld he car e ill 
avo ided" To h c k ept hea l 
ircqucnt sp raying oi th e 
iagc ,,"ith \\"at e r is ll ecess 
T h e lllaidenhair fern is liSt' 

a failur e in th c h ousc c1l1i 
its r CC luirI ng hi g h humic 
\\1 h en the t up o f the so i 
the p ut sh u \\"s s ign s oi I 

ness . it. is usualh- sa i e 
wa t e r; this s ho uld he c 
tho r o u g hly. so t hat t he \\" 
f un s th r () ugh th e cntir e 
o f ea rth a n d CO lll es (J u t of 
d rainage o p e ning at the I" 
\Vh e n a co n s id e rabl e quar 
o f \\"ater is poured upon 
, ud ac e su il o f a potted p: 
the ,,"a t e l' passes c1 0 \\"11\' 

a nd not o nl\" m o ist en s the 
particl es t h-o r o u g hly but 
fo r ces tb e a ir of th e 

A::;p idi:-; tr a- T olerallt of 
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plant h as . prefer a damp at
lllosphere but are no t so tol e r 
ant of a large alllount of mois
tu r e at the roots. O n t h c o th e r 
ba n (1. the < \ s p i di s t r a is to Ie r
a nt of dn' a ir and littl c wate r 
a nel y e t i t' \\·ill gn)\\ r easonably 
we ll und e r the r eve r sc co ncli 
t io ns. Fe rn s r ecluire an abun
da nce uf \\at e r hut p() o r drain 
agc shou ld he car c i u I 1 \' 
avo id ed . To he k ept hea lth):, 
frcc lu ent spray in g o i the io l
iag-e \\'ith \\ 'atel' is ll ecessa n ' , 
T 1; e III a i cl e 11 h a ir r ern i sus u a 1 f )' 
a failure in the hous e duc to 
its r eC IUlrJng hi gh humidi ty , 
,Vh e n the tup of th e so il in 
the pot shO\\'s s ig n s of dry 
ncss . it is u sua lh- sa i e tu 
water; thi s sho uic1 he do nc 
tho ro ug hl y. so that th e \\-ater 
f un s t hro ugh the entir e hail 
o f ea rth ane! co m es o ut of th e 
d rainage ope ning at th e ba sc. 
, ,y he n a co n s ide rable qu a ntity 
o f \\'ater is po ured up o n the 
surface sui! of a po tted plan t, 
t h e water passes downward 
a nd not onh' moist en s th e soi l 
parti el es t h'o rough I y but al so 
fo r ces the air of th e so il 

A"pid i ~ tra-To l e rallt of abu se. 

Baby Primrose- Dainty a nd ea s il y g rOvYn , 

ca vities out ah ead of it and 
through the drainage ho le, 
whil e fresh air ente rs the so il 
i rum abovc. The practice 0 f 
setting pots in a dish of \\'ater 
and allowing the water t o be 
dra W11 to the su dace through 
U1e pot is advisable 0 n 1 y i f 
pr ecautions ar e take n against 
keeping the soil saturated at 
all time s. During the r es ting 
stage uf plants, very littl e 
m OIsture is needed and the y 
111 a \' be allowed to r emain "oil 
the~ dry s id e." Rain water is 
to be i)r e ferred to well water 
o r chemica lly t r e ~ t e cl c ity 
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water for IYatering plants. The various mineral salts lyhic11 fnr m a 
part of th e w ell and city IYater are often present in such proport ions 
and combinat ions as to be deleterious to healthy r oot development. 

Rubber Plant. 

Eain Iyater is co mpa ratively 
fr ee of such material ancl it 
carries small am ounts of nitro
gen in a s tat e r eadily available 
to plants. 

Ventilation- Yentilati on is a 
necessary' factor in keeping 
hOll se plants in good condition. 
Open windm\'s on bright clays 
furnish fre sh air hut d iscre
tion must 1) e u s eel in a I'oiding 
clra fts. The ni g ht tel1lpera
tu r c n eed not exceed 50 0 F. 
an([ 65 ° F. is suffi cient for 
mo st plant s during th e Iv inter 
clays. H owever , the primrose, 
cineraria, hydrangea, an cl 
cyclamen ,,·ill not thril'e in 
t his ran g e oL temperature. 
They p r efer a cou ler atmos

phere. \Vh en plants s tanel n ca r "indo,,'::;, precaut ion aga in st fr e ez in g 
hould be taken on co ld nights by pulling clown the curtains I)r plac

ing a layer of paper bet,,'cen the plants and the winelmy. 

Soil-Even " ,h en other conc1itions are ideal, good so il is nec essar y 
fo r the g r oldh of good plants. Th e a ssumption that each kind c,f plant 
r equires a spec ial type of so il is falla c ious. Plants adapt themselves 
read ily t o various s()i ls providecl the nutri ent elements are pre~tnt in 
available form. : \ good so il mi x tur e is c'omposed of one-hali ga rden 
loam. on e-quarter clean sanci. 
and one-quarte r lea I: mold of 
well rotted manure. Th e loam 
may b e an." so il co ntaining 
cons id erahle clay and some de 
cayed o rgan ic ;natter. San cl 
is necessary t o pnwi de dra i 11 -

age and to prevent packin g 
and caking. Leafmold and 
manure supply in part th e 
nutrients in a readily availabl e 
fo r 111. T h e adel i t(on of six 
level tablespoDlls of bonem eal 
to each peck . of potting: soil. 
when it is mixed, will be found 
beneficial. U sually, th e plants 
bought from a reliabl e flori st 
are potted in a mixture which 
requ ires no im m eelia te addition 

::\[aidenhair Fern-Feathery, daint y, but 
difficult to grO\\-. 

of fertilizer: later I\·hen tl
b ecomes exhau~ted , fertili z 
from a seed house or fi ori : 
wit h the directions g i~ 
Though it is true that ' 
m old is des irabl e fo r the pre 
clcyelupment of cyclamens 
ferns, t1w impre ss ion t l' 
m uc k suil is good a a puti 
m ed i um is e rroneo us. T 
u sual acid ity of muck soil 
detrimental to r oot act 
"Chi p di rt' may be placec 
th e same ca tegory. 

Potting- Th e pottin g OP ( 

ti()n~ needed b_\- th e home p 
g ru \\ 'cr Illa:- be cla ss ified: 
thre e g r () up s : fir s t. the poti 
of seedl ings o r new ly roc 
c lltting-~; ~eco nd, the potl 
of pl anb lifted fr om th e f 
den ill the iall, anel third , 
transfe r ()f plant s fr om one 
t o al1()thC:'r tu provide more 
Fu r pott ing seedlings or r 
a s1l1all purtiun of manurc 
is lik ely t() injur e th e tcn c 
be u~ ed f() r this purpose. 
bottom. cony ex s id e up , t 
s ift ed ()ll top of that , th e 

Foliage Begonia-Easily grom 
gated, 
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of fertil ize r; later \yh en the supply of the ava ilable nutrie nt material 
becomes exhausted, f ertili ze r s in cO ll ce ntra t ed form ma\' be o btained 
from a seed ho use o r flori st , and th ese m ay be applied -in acco rdance 
\v i t h the dir ec tions g iven, 
Though it is true that leaf 
mold is des irable for the proper 
dcYelupment of cyclam en s ~nd 
ferns. the' impress io n t i1 a t 
muck suil is good as a putting 
med ium is e rro neo us. The 
uSlla l ac idity of muck soils is 
detr im enta l t o r oot action. 
"Ch ip clirt" may be placed in 
the sam e catego ry . 

Potting- Th e pott in g opera
tions l1eeded by th c ho m e plant 
gnJ\\cr may be cla ss ifi ed into 
three groups: fi r s t, the pottin g 
of seedl ings o r n ewly r ooted 
cuttings ; seco nd , t he potting 
of plants Ii It ed from th e gar·, 
den in the fall, a nd t hird, t he 
transfer o f plants fr om one pot 

Bo '" to l1 Fern-Should be present in every 
home . Beware of wet Feet. 

t o allothe r tu prov ide mo re so il a 1l d l1lore opportunity I() r rout gro\\·th. 
Fur potting see elli1lgs or rooted eutt i1l gs. th e so il sh()uld c01ltain on l: ' 
a s lll all purtiun or manure, \\' hi ch il prese nt in consider able quantity 
is lik ely to injur e th e te1lder r ()ots. r /\\ . () a nd a ha lE inch pots should 
be us ed fo r thi s purpose . First . a pi ece oL bruken pot is placed in th e 
bottolll . CC Jlw ex s id e up , to in sur e proper drainage . j \ li ttle so il is 
s ift ed ()ll top o[ that , the seec11in g placed in the midc1le of the pot . 

Foliage Begonia-Easily grown and propa 
gatee!. 

and more so il fi ll ed around it 
;mcl the roots. Th e pot should 
1l()t he fllled to the brim, half 
;1.n ill ch 0 I space bein g left for 
r etention o f t he \\"ater \\'hich 
is used. )\ ft er the so il is 
packed fl 1'1111 )" the pots are 
watered thoroughly and placed 
in a shad ed spo t un t il the roots 
have becom e" establi heel. The 
p la nts that are lift ed f rom the 
ga rden sho uld be placed in a 
pot large eno ug h to accom-
1110da t e the roots as \\"ell as the 
hall of earth \\'hieh should be 
retained in d igging. The sub
seq uent procedu r e is similar 
t o that used \\·ith t he seedlings. 
1 n trans fer f ro m 011e pot to 
al1other. one size larger pot is 
com111only used. The need of 
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repotting is indicated by the plants becoming "pot bound" \\' l1iel1 mean 
that the roots fill the entire mass of soil and form a veritabl e net 
work on the insid e of the pot. The yellowing of plant foliag e is often 

Cole us- The "Old Sta ndb y." 

a s ign of the need for repot
ing. The old plant is r e mov ed 
fr o m t h e pot by turnin g it bot
tom s ide np and tapping th e 
rim npon th e tab le. thu s loos
ening the soil ma ss \\' ith ou t 
injury to th e roots. .\ new 
pot is provided \\' ith drainage 
as before. fi ll ed partially with 
fre sh soil. the plant inserted 
and the g r ound pac k ed thor 
oughly around the sid es. It is 
usuall \' adv isab le to break off 
th e "~h()u ld e rs" oi th e com 
pact Jll a ss of so il a nd loose! I 
the top. th us e liminatin g a lgal 
g rowth and prov ic1in g hettcr 
acra tion. lvr ost person S 11 sc 
po t s that are too large. Over 
s ize d pot s usually result ill 
sour so il beca use th e pot holds 
too much water and th e ro ot.; 

fail to ge t th e n ecessary amount of air. Since plant . ne ed a ir a t the 
roots . the bes t contain er is th e por ous clay pot . The us c o i pa int ed 
and glazec1 pois. o r ot her contain e r s impervio us to a ir defeats this pur 
pose. Pots that bave hee n ll sed frol1l year to year become covered with 
algal and fungous growth anc1 thu s lo se the ir porosity . They sho uld be 
soak ed in water and th en clea ll ed \\·ith a bru sh hefo r e hein g used aga in . 
During th e seaso n of g r owth , an occas io nal \\'ashing ol th e outside of 
the pot is h e n e fi cia 1. B r ass jar c1 i n i e r e san d o t h e r 111 eta 1 r e c e pta c 1 e s a I' C 

unsatisfactory from th e standpoint o f th e plants' \\·e Hare. Th e fr eq uent 
wate ring u sually re sult s in wat er standin g in the bottom of th e jardi 
ni e r e , \"h er e it gets dee per and deeper a nd finally cau ses in jury to th e 
plant becau se uf " \\'e t feet." H t h e receptacle is r egularly empti ed an d 
th e po t is placed on som ething which hold s it o ff th e bottom of the jar 
dini er e , th e danger of injury is lessened. Large plants r equir e large 
r eceptacles and for thi s purpose wooden tubs a r e sat isfactory. They 
are not a s porou s as clay pots and are m o r e lik ely t o harbor plant 
parasites . but they are less unwi eldly, and a r e not a s liabl e to break. 
Pa lm s of m edium or large size a r e usually planted in tubs. 

Pests- H ous e plants frequ ent ly become d iseased and in fe st ed with 
in sect pes t s. :Most of the surfac e infes tat ions. such as leaf spots and 
mild ews, may be held in check by sp ray ing \\'ith liver of sulphu r 
(potassium su lphide) mixed in th e proportion of one oun ce t o three 
gall ons of water. Dust ing of p la nt s with sulphur is effect ive for mil 
cl ew. The m o r e comm on in sects which cause troubl e are th e green 
aphid s, meally bugs , r ed spid ers, white :Ai es , and scale s. Aphids ma y 
be eradicated by the us e of nicotine sulphate which can be obtained 
J11 concentrated form from · th e :Aorist o r seeciman. To be effect ive 

th is spray should come in 
tine-impregnated dust s ar e 
a dust gun . The mea ll y b 
its cottony covering \\. hich 
commercial preparation nan 
eff ectiv e as a spray. F orci1 

D ust G UI 

reel spiel er is a minute red, 
nizable from it s injury to t 
a tm osph er e is cOl1'clu cive t 

The Following PIal 

Common Name 

*Areca Palm .. . 
*Asparagus .......... . 
*Asparagus plummed . 
* Aspidistra 
Begonia Rex .. 
Begonia Steel ..... . 
Begonia Spot.ted .. . 
Begonia Hed .. 
Begonia Wax. 

' Bost.oll Fern .. .' 
*Whitman Fprn ..... 
*Bird Nest Fern . 
Cyclamen ..... . .. 
Christ.mas Cherry .. 

*Dat.e Palm .. 
' Dracaena .. . . 
E nglish Ivy . 
Fuchsia .. . 

*Geranium .... . 
German Ivy . . 
Hyrlrangea .. 

*Holly Fern ... 
*Kentia Palm . 
Leopard Plant . 

'Norfolk Island Pine . . . 
Primrose .. 
Primrose Bahy 
Rose .. . .. ... . 

' Rubber Plant . 
Rubber plant .. 

*Table Ferns ...... . 
Wandering Jew .. 

Bota' 

Chrysalidocarpus lute 
Asparagus sprengeri . 
Asparagus plumoslls. 
Aspidistra lurida . 
Begonia Hex . 
Begonia Metaliica . 
Begonia Maculata .. 
Begon ia Coccinea 
Begoni a Remnerfto ren 
;-{ephrolcpis Exaltata 
Nephrol epis Exaltata 
Aspl enium Nidus .. 
Cvclamen Persicum . . 
Solanum Pseudocapsi' 
Phoenix Roebeleni ... 
Dracaena Frag;rans .. 
Hedera Helix .. . ... . 
Fuchsia Magellanica . 
Pelargonium Zonale .. 
Senecio Mikan iodes .. 
Hydrangea Opuloides 
CyrLo mium Falcatum 
Howra Belmoreana .. 
Ligularia Kaempferi . 
Araucaria Excelsa . . . 
Primula Obconica . . . 
Primula Malacoidcc' . 
Rosa Hybrids .... . 
Ficus Ela3tica ... . 
Fic\I.4 Altiasill1a ... .. 
Pteris Sp .... . ..... . 
Tradescanti3 FlumilH 
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t hi s sp ray should co m e into dir ect contac t with th e in sects . K ico
t in e- im pr egna t ed du s t s a r e a lso effective, a nd a r e ea sil y appli ed '"" ith 
a dust g un. T h e m ea ll y bu g is som ewhat ha rd er t o contr o l cl u e t o 
it s cottony coverin g 'w hi ch is ha r d to penetra t e. Fo r thi s pu rpose, a 
comm er cia l p r epa rat io n na m ed "Volck" has been t ested a nd found very 
effect ive as a spray. Fo rcib le \\'as hing w it h wa t e r is efficac ious. Th e 

Du st GUIl - l ll expe ll s iv e a ile! effectiv e . 

r eel spider is a min u te r eddi sh mit e. n o t readily ob se rv ed , but recog-
nizable from it s injury to th e leaves . \\'hich tur n y ell ow in spots . Dry 
a tm osph er e is conduc ive to i ts g r eat es t deve lopm ent and it may be 

The Following Plants Are Suitable For House Culture 

Common Name 

*Areca Palm ... 
* Asparagus .. 
* A sparagus pi ummed .. 
* Aspid istra ... 
Begonia Rex .. 
Begon ia Steel ..... 
Begon ia Spotted . 
Begon ia Red ..... 
Begonia Wax. 

*B08ton Fern .. .. 
*Whitman Frrn . ... 
*Bird Nest Fern . 
Cyclamen 
Christmas Cherry .. 

*Date Palm .. 
*Dracaena ... 
E nglish I vy. 
Fuchsia .. . 

*Geranium ... . 
German Ivy . 
Hydrangea . 

*Holly Fern 
*Kentia Palm . 
Leopard Plant . . ... . 

*Norfolk Island Pine . 
Primrose .. .. ... . 
Primrose Baby .. 
Rose ......... . 

*Rubber Plant .. 
Rubber plant .. 

*Table Ferns .. 
Wandering Jew . . 

Botanical Name 

Chrysalidocarpu8 lutesccns . 
Asparagus sprcngeri 
Asparagus plumosus . 
Aspidi.,tra Ju ricb . 
ll cgoni :1 Rcx ...... . 
13ewnia MetaJlica. 
Begoni a Maculata .. 
Begonia Coccinea .. .. . . . .. 
Begonia SemnerAorcns \' a r .... 
Nephrolcpis Exaltata Boslonicnsis .... ....... . . 
Nephrolepis Exaltata Bostonicnsis Val' . Whitmall i 
Asplenium Nidus .. 
Cyclamen Persicum . . . .. 
Solanum Pseudocapsicum .. 
Phoenix Roebeleni .. 
Draeaena Fragrans. 
Hedera Helix . .. .... . 
Fuchsia Magellani ca . 
Pelargoni ulll Zonale 
Senecio Mikaniod es .. 
Hydrangea Opuloides .. 
Cyrtomium FaJcatum . 
Howra Bclmoreana .... . 
Ligularia Kaempferi ... . 
Araucaria Execlsa . . . . 
Primul a Obconica ... . 
Primula M alacoide,'. 
Rosa Hybrids ..... . 
F icus Elastica .. . . 
Fic tl .; Altiasima .. 
Pteris Sp ........... . .. 
Tradeseantia Flumincnsi3. 

Temperature Exposure 

Warm. Medium light . 
Warm Medium light. 
Wnrm Merlium light. 
Warm . Medium light . 
Warm .. Medium light. 
Warm . :v! edium light .. 
Warm . Medium light 
Warm ... Medium light. 
Medium Strong light .. 
Warm Medium light . 
Warm .. Medium light. 
Warm. Medium ligh t. 
Cool . . Strong light ... 
Cool . Strong light. . 
Warm ... Mer!ium light. 
Warm .. Medium ..... . 
Medi um... Medium !ight . 
Medium . t:trong light .. . 
Cool . .. .. Strong light .. 
Medium . Medium light. 
Cool . . . . . Strong light .. . 
Warm .. . Medium light . 
Warm. MediLUn light . 
Warm ... Medium li~h t. 
Warm . . Medium light . 
Cool . . . . . . . Strong light. . . 
Cool . ... Strong light .. . 
Warm. .. Strong light .. . 
Warm . Medimn light. 
Warm. . ... Medium light . 
Warm .. .... Medium light . 
Medium . . Medium light . 

Method of 
IJropagat ion 

Seed 
Seed 
Seed 
Seeel 
lJeaf cuttinp:s 
Leaf cuttings' 
Lea f cuttings 
Leaf cuttings 
Stem cutt.ings 
Division 
Runners 
Spores 
Seed 
Seed 
Seed 
Stem cutting3 
Stem cuttings 
Stem cuttings 
Stem cuttings 
Stem cuttings 
Stem cut.tings 
Spores 
Seed 
Leaf cuttings 
Stem cuttings ; 
Seed 
Sf)ed 
Cutting", 
Stem cuttiilp:s
Stem cuttingd 
Spores 
Stem cuttings 
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held in check by high press ure applications of \\'ater a s a spray to the 
under side s of the leaves. Spraying with "Volek" is another method 
of control. The whit e Dy is ext r cme ly difficult to kill by o rdinary 
m eans. If it becomes tro ublesome. t he surest r cm edy is fumigation 
with hydrocyan ic gas. Thi s fumigation, however , should be cntru st ed 
on ly to a compctent g r eenhou se man. as th e ga s is ext r em ely po iso n
ous and should n eve r he u scd in the homc. Scale insect s attack ;t 

number of the foliagc plants. They arc controllcd by applying a thick 
lathe r of soap to the affected parts. allowing it t o stay on for seve ral 
minutes, and thcn washing off \\·ith tepid watcr. Angle worms do 

The brass fe rn dish, lack of aeration and drainage makes the ferns short 
liyed. 

some damage but can bc cradicated quickly by a n application o ( a 
saturated lime\\'ater sol ution to the so il. 

Th e plants mark ed \\ ' ith an aste risk rcmain in a rcsting stage dur
ing thc dull w inter months so that care must be exe rci sed in watering 
t hem. 

Roses should bc placcd in the ground during the summer months 
and allowed to stay thcre unti l after the first freczc. Then they may 
be placed in a coo l ce.llar and the ,,-ater withheld to pcrmit a rest ing 
period, In Deccmber tbcy sho uld be broug ht to light and warmth 
gradually to produce Dowcrs {or Ea tCL 

Hydran geas rcquirc a similar treatment. In each case. scverc prun
ing back is desirable \\'hcn stored in the cellar. 

Palm s prefer h eavy so il s, perfect drainage, and systematic watcr
ll1g. T hcy should be g rown in comparatively small pOb. \Vhilc small, 

t hcy are cffectiyc in a nv ro 
s uitable for hotel lobbi~s, 

In sp itc of ncglect, lack 
rea sonabh- \\-cll in most h 
and should not be subj ec t( 
potting so il is an advantagE 

.ror a par ticularly clark 
and the ~ \spidistra may be . 

Forcing Bulbs- In aclcli t 
oTo\\'ing ()f various hulbOl 

Th 

difficultic:;. The bulb s sh01 
s ix or scYc n inch pots or I 
placed close togcth er in th 
pletcly with so il. Aftcr a f 
in thc grou nd outdoo rs abc 
muleh of stra\\' so that the' 
of roots in the pot, The 
root s from {orci ng the bul 
starts. In Deccmb er, afte r 
pots should be brought intc 
at a time to the window to 
"earh-" kinds ,,-ill not bloo11 
daffoclils. an d crocuses are 
purpose. Hyacinths maya 
water, deriving their nour 
requiring no so il medium 
bulbs. th e root system of t 
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they are effective in a ny room. but as they grow larger they are more 
suitable for hotel lobbies, reception halls, and conservatories . . 

In sp ite of neglect, lack of light, and injurious gases, ferns grO\v 
reasonably ,,'ell in most hom es. They do not thrive in fu1l sunlight 
and should not be subject. ed.to drafts. Addition of leaf mold to the 
potting so il is an advantage in gro\ving ferns. 

For a particularly dark room. the wandering jew, the English IVy 

and the :\spidist ra may be recomm ended. 

Forcing Bulbs- In addition t.o the plants already mentioned, the 
grO\\"il1g of various hulbous plants in the house presents no special 

The average liying room. 

difficulties. The bulbs should he ohtained in the fall and planted in 
six or seven inch pots or pan s. using any good soil. They should be 
placed close together in the put and deep enough to be covered com
pletely with soil. After a thorough \\'a ter ing the pots should be buried 
in the ground outdoors about ]8 inches deep and then covered with a 
mulch of st ra\\' so that the bulb \\ill not be frozen and will form a mass 
of roots in the pot. The burial 0 ( the pots also h elps to keep the 
roots from forc ing t.he bulb s out of the pots ,,·hen root growth first 
starts. In December. after the root system has been developed, the 
pots hould be brought into a cool ce llar and from there carried a few 
at a time to the window to be forcecl into bloom. 110st of the so-called 
"early" kinds \\"ill not bloom mllch hefore February. Hyacinths, tulips, 
daffodils. and crocuses arc the kinds more cOll11llon ly used for thi 
purpose. · Hyacinths may also be gn)\\"l1 in spec ial glasses filled \\'ith 
water, deriving their nourishmcnt from the content of the bulb and 
requiring no soil medium for their grmdh. ~ \ s with the pot-grO\:vn 
bulbs, the root sys tem o[ the hyacinth mllst he well developed before 
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fo r cin g can proc eed properly. \Yh en th e bulb is first plac ed in th e 
glass, it s base sho uld touch th e -water to induce r oo t dev elop m ent. 1\ 
few w eek s s tay in a coo l dark ce ll ar is essenti a l at th e sta rt . In a 
similar manner. t h e "paper whit e" na rc iss i may be forc ed in\\-at e r or 
planted amo ng p ebble s in a bowl. The bp wl sho uld be filled nea rl y t o 
th e rim w ith pehbles and th e bulbs buried halt th eir depth among 
th em. E nough water should he placed in t h e bend t o r each th e 
bases of th e bulb s. Storage in a coo l ce lla r should precede forcing in 
a warm r oo m. Paper \iVhit e narci ss i u sua ll y r equire six \y cc k s after 
p lanting to p rod uce flow er s . S in ce the ava il ab le food supply fo r this 

A cozy corn e r, ju s t a few pla nts added. 

class or plants is lim ited largcly to what is conta in ed in the bulbs them 
selves. o nly t he best g r ades should be selected for fo r cin g in th is m an -
nero Jnferi or bulbs produce foliage hut se ldom fl o \\'e r s. .\fter fo r cin g. 
hy ac inth s and lili es may be g radually dri ed off a nd the bul bs s tored 
in a coo l place during t h e summ er. They wi ll flower the second yea r . 
T ulip s and daffod il s ll sua ll y do not Hower the second year. if fo rc ec!. 
Hcnvever. th ey may be plant cc1 out of doors in th e fall and generall y 
they flm\'er after the second yca r in the bed . 

Treatment of Cut Flowers- ](eeping Cllt flow er s fr esh depe nd s on 
the r ealizat ion th at the proce~s of evaporati on cont inu es from the sur 
face of the fo liage afte r the s t em s a r e cut fr o m the pa r ent plant. It 
should also be r e memb er ed that th e vesse ls w hi ch conduct the \\'a t er 
from th e roots up through th e st em a r e severed wh en th e flower is 
removed from th e plant. If ;lUc)\\-ed to r emain exposed to the ai r , 
these ducts close a nd little absorption will take place when the s t em s 
are la t er immer sed in water. Thi s absorption is necessary t o count er 
balance evaporati on fr om th e fo liage . o r wilting will en sue. For these 

r ea sons , Rowers should be c 
w hen the ste m s a r e turgid 
th ey a r e cut. th e st em s sh( 
s ible in cold -water and set; 
sa m e ca r e should be g iver 
cept that th e base of each s 
\yater to in sur e m o isture b( 
tion t o thi s rul e is the Poi 
JUlC es from th e ste m is pl 
st em s into bo iling water. 

of water takes p lace Jargel: 
Im \-cr end s of t he Po insett 
sure to fo llow. Dahli a. he 
hI' a treatment s imi lar to tl 
fl~\\-ers a r e k ept should be ( 
cut off, except in the case ~ 
the stem s are. the longer th 
r ev ive w ilted flowers 1)'1' cut 
in co ld w a t er and s t or i~lg tl-

Window Be 

, iVindow boxes constitute 
T h ey add a touch of co lor 
link in harmoni zing th e la\\ 
dow and porch boxes break 
se rv e to establi sh g reat er p 
of the passe r by. 
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r easons, flow er s sho ul d be cu t in th e m orn ing or late in th e afternoon , 
when the stems a r e turg id and littl e w ilt ing has tak en place . A fter 
th ey a r e cut, th e stems shou ld at once be p lunged as deeply as po~
sible in cold water and se t a way in a coo l place for a f e \\T hours. The 
sa m e care should be g iv en the fl ower s received fr om a fl o ri st ex
cept that th e ba se o f each st em should be cut off befor e it is placed in 
water t o in sure m oisture be ing dra \\'n into th e stem. The on e excep
ti o n t o thi s ru le is th e Poin se ttia , in which th e escape of th e milky 
juices from the stem is pre'vented by dipping the cut base s of the 
s tems into boi li ng water, thu s sea rin g th e tissues. The a bso rption 

A good porch box. 

of \\'ater takes place large ly through the surface of the st em, Tf t.he 
10\\'e r en ds o [ t he Po in se ttias ' stems a r e cut upon receipt. wilting is 
sure to follow, Dah li a . hel iotrope, anc1 or ienta l poppy a r e benefited 
by a treatment s imila r to that of Poinsett ias, Th e \\'ater in which th e 
Row er s a r e kept should be changed daily and the base of a ll the st ems 
cut off, except in the cases just m en tioned. In gen eral. th e shorter 
the stem s a r e , th e longer the fl ow ers \\'ill k ee p, It is often poss ibl e to 
r evive wilted flow er s by cutting their stems short. plunging them deep 
in co ld water a nd st orin g them in a cold dark place (o r 12 hour s. 

Window Boxes and Hanging Baske,ts 

"\iV indo\\T boxes con stitut e a ve r y desirable type of hom e deco rati on. 
They add a t o uch of color t o many a drab building and se rve as a 
link in harm onizin g th e lawn, h ou se, a nd foundation p lantings, Win 
dow and porch boxes break th e m onot ony of ba r e wall s. They al so 
serve to establish g r eat er privacy by presenting a barri e r t o th e eyes 
of th e passe r by. 
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The number, s ize, shape, and arrangement of the boxes, and like
wise the plants chosen and their arrangement w ithin the boxes, should 
be in harmony with the type of building; that is the decorations should 
fit into the architectural scheme. This requires both that the location 
of the boxes shall be suitable and that their compos ition shall be in 
scale with the building. On a large building, it is often necessary, 
therefore, to group or mass the boxes, while on a small structure such 
an arrangement would be out of place. It is ea sy to overdo the use 
of certain conspicuous plants, particularly those o[ trailing habit. l\![any 
boxes ar e often describ ed a s " \\'eepy" due to the great pro fusion of 

Compos ition gooel-arrangement poor. 

hano'ing vines. The lines of most buildings are st rong and upright, 
so that a ce rtain sturdin ess and uprightness of plants will fit them 
better. 

\Vith respect to color, it should be said that no mixture should pre
sent a great variety of color, because this will not be as effective as 
a fe,, ' well chosen tones. H.ed, purple, or scarlet which are suitable 
aga inst light stone or stucco, should not be used against a red brick 
building. ] n the last mentioned situat ion, such contrasting colors as 
blues, yellows, and whites are usually better, and as much green as 
possible should be used to form the backoTound and the framework 
for the flower s. Flowering plants used for window boxes should 
po ssess the qualities o f rapid development and profuseness and COll

tinuity of bloom. Such plants will thrive only in sunny locations, with 
the exception of pansies, lobelia, and candytu [t which are able to en
dure shade. For maintaining a succession of bloom, the boxes may be 
fill ed in th e spring with pansies and Engli sh daisies, these to be follow ed 
by fl owering and foliag e plants las ting throughout the summer. 

Th e fo llowing plants are r ecommended for window boxes in sunnv 
situa tions. 

Flowering Plants. 

Eind 

Ageratum M exic:lllum . ... .. .... .. . 
Geran ium (Pclargonium' Zonal c) .. . 
Hibiscus Coccineus . .. . . -.. ...... . .... . 
Heliotrope (Heliotropum PerU\'ianum ) . . 
Lantana Camara . .. .. .... . .. . .. . . 
Marigold, French ITap;etes Patula) . 
Pinks (Dianthus Chinenfis) . . . 
Salvia Spcndens . .. 
Vinca Rosea . . . .. . ... . . . . 
Candy tuft (Iberi , Amara ) .. . 
English Daisy (Bellis Percnnis) . . 
Lobelb Erinus. . . . . . . . . ...... ..... . . 
Nasturtium (Tropacolum MajuJ) .. .. . . . 
Petunia Hybrids ... 
Pansy (Viola Tricolor) .. ......... .. .. . 
Sweet Alyssum (Alyssum Maritimum). 
Verbena Hybrirls . 

Foliage Plants. 

Asparagus Sprengcri . ... .. . 
English Ivy (Hedera Helix) .. ... . 
German Ivy (Senecio Mikanioides) . ... .. . 
Moneyworth (Lysirnacbia N umularia) . . . . 
Thunbergb Abta ... ...... ..... . 
Vinca Major .. ...... . ... . ... . ... .. ........ . 
Wandering Jew (Tradenscantia Fluminensis) .. 
Coleu~ nIumei . ............... . 
Croton (Codl1emu Variegatum ) .... . 
Dusty Miller (Centallrea Cinel'am). 
Dracaena (Cordyline Indi I·isa ). 
Iresene Lindeni . .. . 
Pandanus Veitchi . . . . ....... . . . 
Rubber Plant (Ficll s Elastica) .. . 

Flowering. 
PIal 

Pansy (Viola triculor) 
Lobelia erinus 
Canc1ytuft (Ibe ri s amara) 

Foliage. 

Asparagus spre ngeri 
Boston Fern 
Cordy line indivi sa 
Co rdylin e termin2.li s- Rec 
E nglish Ivy 
Palms 
German Ivy 
Pandanus 
\Vhitman Fern 
Vinca 



Flowering Plants. 

Ei nd 

Ageratum M exicanum ..... . .... . . 
Geranium (Pclargonium' Zonalc) .. . 
Hibiscus Coccineus . . . . -
Heliotrope (Hc!iotropum Peruvianum ). 
Lantana Camara . .. .... . . ... ..... .. . . 
Marigold, French (Tagetes Patula ) .... . 
Pinks (Dianthus Chinenfis) . . . . . 
Salvi:! Spendens. . . . .. . ... . . . . 
Vinca Rosca ... . . . ...... . 
Candyturt (Iberi, A mara ). . .. 
English Daisy (Bellis Percnnis) .... . 
Lobelh Erinus .. .. . .......... ..... . 
Nasturtillm (Tropaeolum Majue). . . . 
Petunia Hybrirls ...... . 
Pansy (Viola Tricolor ) ................ . 
Sweet Alyssum (Alyssum Maritim1jm ) .. 
Verbena Hybrirls. 
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"Cse 

Filler ... 
Filler . 
Point. 
Filler . 
Fi ller . 
Filler . 
F ill er . . . 
F iller .. . 
Filler .. . 
Front. 
Front .. .. . 
Front .. . 
Front .. .. . 
Front. 
Front .. . 
Front .. . 
Front .. . 

Growth 

Upright .. 
Upright . 
Upright. 
Upright . . 
Upright ....... . 
Upright .. . 
Upright .. .. . 
Upright . . . 
Upnght ...... , 
Prostrate . .. . 
Prostrate . .. . 
Prostrate .. . . 
P rostrate .. . 
Prostrate .. . 
Prostrate . . 

. . .. Prostrate . .. . 
Prostrate ...... ' 1 

-------------------------------------~---

Foliage Plants. 

Asparagus Sprcngeri ...... . 
English Ivy (Hedera Helix ) .. .... . 
German Ivy (Senecio Mikanioides) ..... 
Moneyworth (Lysimacbia N umularia)_ 
Thunbergia Al:!ta .. . 
Vinca Major ..... ....... ...... ... ... ..... . 
Wandering Jew (Trad enscantia Fluminensis). 
Coleus l3lumri. ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . ... . _ . . . . 
Croton (CodmenJl'l V:1riegatum ) ..... 
Dusty Miller (Centaurea Cinera,n) . . 
Dracacna (Cord,vline Indi \-i sa ). 
Iresene Lindeni .. . 
Pandanus Veitchi ............ . 
Rubber Plant (Ficus r,lnstica ). 

Front. 
Front . 
Front . 
Front . 
Front. 
Front. 
Front. 
Filler. 
Point. . 
Filler .. 
Point. 
Filler .. 
Point. 
Point. 

P lants Enduring Shade 
Flowering. 

Pansy (Viola triculor) 
Lobelia erinu 
Canc1ytu ft (Ibe r is amara) 

Foliage. 

Asparagus sprcnge ri 
Bost on Fern 
Cordy line indivisa 
Cordy line termin a li s- R ccl D racacna 
E ng li sh Ivy 
Palms 
Germ an Ivy 
Panda nu s 
\ Vhitman Fe rn 
V inca 

Tr:1iling . 
Trailing . 
Trailing . 
Trai ling . 
Trailing . 
Trai ling 
Trailing .. 
Upright .. . 
Upright. . 
Uprif[ht. 
Upright .. 
Upright . . 
Upright .. 
Upright ... 

Color 

Blue, White 
Red, White, Pink 
Red 
Lavender 

]5 

Blue, Yellow. Pink 
Orange, Yellow 
White, Red, Purple 
Red 
Pink, Wbite 
White 
Wbite, Pink 
Blue 
Orange, Y pllow 
White, Pink, Red,Blue 
Yellow, Purple, White 
White 
Many Sbade3 

Green 
Green 
Green 
Green 
Green 
Variegated 
Varie"atecl 
Variegated 
Yaricgated 
W111te 
Green 
Red 
Variegated 
Gree:l 
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Th e range oj plants a\'ailahle mak es it impossible to indicate exactly 
what the arrangement and combinations in each case sho uld be. but 
a fe\\ ' exa ll1ple s Jlla) ' be sugge:-ited: 

Sunny locations. 

1. "inca . . ...... front 
Petlmia . . ... filler 
Agrratlllll . . fill C'r 
\'in r':1 HO:-;CH , .. point :, 

Shady locations. 

1. Asp:lrn~I'.:-; ........ fro nt 
Dracaen:l . . poillh 
Bo:-;tol1 Fern . . ... . fil le r 

:2, En)!li :-;h h.\' .. . .. front 
.-\ :-;pa r:l~u" , . f ront 
C eranilln1 ...... . fillN 
Lantana . . . fillrr 
Hi\)i:-;(,ll:-; ,. . . point:-; 

:2 , Engli :-;h In' ...... front 
Coleu:-; .. . .... . . . fi ller 
13o:-;t0l1 Fern . filler 
Pancl :1I1u:-; . . , . . . . point:-; 

;) . Wancl (' rin~ J e w .... front 
A"'parngus . . . .... front 
V cr\)en a . . fi l \('1' 
Petunia . . .. . ... . filler 
Mari~old . , ...... . . filler 
Croto n . . .. poinh 

::l. German I VI' . 

Asp:tragus.· .. . 
Hihi sc us. 
Whitman Fern . 
Cro ton .. . . 

· front 
· f roll t 

. . . p o int :-; 
· filler 
· filler 

In th e fall. e \' e rgrce ns m ay be sub s tituted and with the se . ea rl y 
spring ilO\\'e rin g bulbs. tu lip s. daffodill s . crocu ses , or sno\Vdrop s m ay 
b e planted fo r \\' inte r effect. I< etinospor a obtusa with it s so ft feathe ry 
fo liage r e main s green thronghout \\' int er: th e golde n a rbo rv itae \\·ith 
it s bright yel lo\\' tinge . d\\ 'arf pin e (Pinus montana), firs. NO r\\'ay 
spruc e. ,\ 'hit e spruce . ColoracJo hlu e spruce. a nd h eml ock , produce very 
pleas ing comb in at ions. Th ey Jllay he arranged to produce a h edge
lik e app earanc e , o r S011le points may be introduced either at th e ends 
o r in th e center or both. 

In se lec ting t he type of hox to he us ed, both cost and durability 
should b e co ns id ered. The \\ 'ooden box st ill predominates but is grad
ually be in g r ep lac ed hy more lastin g and more o rnamental receptacl es. 
Terra cotta . vitrified clay and co ncr et e are often employed in making 
boxes confo rmin g to the g e ne rai architecture of the building and af
tho ugh the initial cost is consid erabl e , th ey are practically indest ru ct
ible , and in th e end the least expe n sive. Their weight is the chief 
object ion to boxes of this type because they r equir e strong, durabl e 
suppo rt s. There sho uld he no g reat difficulty in arranging satisfac
tory suppo rt s on any \\'e ll constructed building. 1V1any buildings pos sess 
ledges especially suited for sllch decorations. There are a lso a num
ber of se lf-wat ering z in c- iron boxe s \\'hich meet with favor where daily 
attention is imposs ibl e o r impract icable. However, a box constructed 
of cypress or r ed \\'ood and painted insid e and out makes a v ery orna
mental and satisfactory r eceptac le \\'hich will la st several season s. 

\tVindO\\' boxes vary g reatly in s ize. The length of the box should h e 
in keeping with the s ize of the \\'indo\\' . it s depth should not be less 
than six inch es deep and e ight to ten inch es is still better. The box 
may vary in \\·idth from s ix to nin e inch es. Boxes for long s ill s a r e 
more eas ily handl ed if they are made in sect io ns. \tVhere the s ill is 
wid e enoug h. scre\\' ey es in th e \\·indO\\' frame and the box, connected 
by a \\'ire \\' ill be suffici ent to ho ld the box in place. Us uall y the ledges 
are sloping, so that it is nec essary to place supports under the front 
part of th e box to insure a leve l position. Boxes in upper stor y \\·in 
c!O\\'s sho uld ha\'e gah'anized iron pans to catch the drip. Th ese sho uld 

b e abuut t\\() in ches \\' ic1 er 
in s ide the pan to a llow ir eE 

Though ' porch Clnc1\\'incl 
llloi s ture than fr()11l an ()\ 
gett in g rid ()f the surplu s 1 

\ \' ill suffer , .\ llumber of 
tO lll oi the hox hefo r e it i 

Bre 

pi eces of broken pots plac( 
tial to prevent the so il fro 
clogging them . ~~\ s th e pI; 
so il should be rich enough 
part of \\'ell rotted manur 
mixtur e. To a]]o\\' for \\', 
within une inch of the tc 
occas ionalh' to \\'ater the 
by placing' a bushel of ma 
of water. If this is not aVe 
fertilizers may be appli ed, 
proper \\'a t e rin g of th e pIa 
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be ahuut t " .() inches \\·id er th an th e ho~ \\·hi ch sho ul d r est upo n deat..:; 
in s ide t h e pan to a ll o \\· fre e escape ()f \\·a ter . 

Th()ugh porch a nd \\"indO\\· l )()~es u sua ll y s uffer 1ll o r e iro111 lack 0:
lllo isture than iro lll an ove r -a hundance. i i n o m ean s are prcl\·icl ecl for 
getting rid ()i the s urplu s "ater except th r ()ugh evaporation. t.he plant..:; 
\\·ill suA'er . . \ nUlllher of hali ilich holes should be mad e in the bot
tUlll of the l)()_,,- hef() r e it. is flllec1. Th ese hol es should he covered with 

Breaks the seve rit y 01 lin es. 

p Ieces of brOKe n pots placed co nv e~ s id e up . Th is precauti o n is essen
tial to p r e \-c n t th e so il from s i ft in g thro ug h th e h o les and occas ionally 
cloggin g them . ~ \ s th e plant s in t he box a r e o f n ecess ity crowded . the 
so il s ho uld be r ich e no ug h to produc e a s tocky. h ea lth y g ro wth , One 
p a rt of \\·e ll rotted m an ure a nd fo ur parts o f fibr o u s loam is a good 
mixture , T o a ll O\\' for \\·ate rin g. t he box sho uld h e fill ed \\' ith so il to 
·within u n e in c h of th e t op , D urin g th e season. it may be des irabl e 
occas iona lly t o ,,·at e r th e plant s \\·ith liquid m a nure. which is made 
by placin g a b us h e l of m anure in a bag and su spendin g it in a barrel 
of \\'a t e r. 1 f th is is no t ava il able . sheep m an ure o r co mpl e t e comm e rc ial 
fe rtili ze r s Illay be a ppli ed, T he s uccess of th e box depends upon th e 
prope r \\·ate rin g o f t h e plant s in it. T h e fr equency o f wate rin g can be 
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determ ined only by actual expe ri ence, ince it depends on atmospheric 
conditions, soil , sunshine, and ,yincl. H ow ever, it is ahyay s best t o 
v,'ater as late in th e day as convenient, aofter sunset preferal)1y. \\'ash 
ing the fo liage is des irab le to k ee p the leaves free fr om dust which 
inju res the plants and a lso th eir appearance, 

HANGING BASKETS 

On porches, hanging bask ets may b e u sed advantageously. These 
a r e made of ru stic w ood\\'o rk. t err a cotta, crockery, and gah'an izecl 
,yire. The plants u sed are of th e sam e kinds as tho se used in "'indow 
boxes; the tall upright gro,,'ers bein g u sually placed in th e center with 
the prostrate a nd trailing plants a long the sides. Still greater care 
must be g ive n to plants in hanging bask et s than to those in ,,' indow 
or porch boxes as th e space for the so il is . mall in th es ba sk et s and 
they are exposed to the act ion of dryin g w ind s. 

The so il used in baskets n eed not differ from that suggested for 
window boxes. T h e wire ba sk et, "'h ich is the mo st C0111mon conta in er 
is lined with sh eet m oss befor e so il is placed in it . T hi s i. mer ely 
comm on woodland 1110SS fr om rotting logs or rich damp so il. Im
mediate effects require p lants that have already mad e cons ide rable 
growth. A C0111 m on mist ake in arranging baskets is cro,yding o r fill
ing them too full. Plants in smaller numbers will appear mor e g race
ful. wi ll grow more vigoro usly, and th e basket wi ll r etain its beauty 
for a longer per iod. Care in ,,'atering is essential. l\ft er the roots 
have filled the basket, " 'atering is done best by dipping the l)asket in 
a tub or barrel of water a nd allmying it to remain until " 'ell satu rated. 
~\pplication of manure ,yate r is al so beneficial. 


