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“aftonifhd with Melancholy. Not long after Letters

“arriv'd from Crefusof Lydia, requiring the Samians to en-
rich bis Exchequer with an annual Tribute , or elfe prepare
to [uffer the calamities of a defruttive War. On which
they embark'd in a publique Confultation, how they
might decline that Shipwrack of their Lawes and Li-
berties , which was menac'dby Crefws; and endevourd
to {trengthen it with the adviceof Zfop, who thus dire-
&ed them.  Owur Fortune (faid he ) bath reprefented to s
a double expedient ; one of Liberty , which inthe beginning
is rough and difficult , but in‘the Iffue finooth and eafie ;
another of Thraldome , whofe beginming 45 eafie , but the
conclufion fatal and ruinows. WV hen the Samians heard this,
they all afirm'd , That as at prefent they were free, fotbey
and their Liberty would find one Tomb together , and with
this generous R eply difmifsd the Embaffadors.; which fo
{oon as Creefus was advertifed of , he determin’d to engage
ina War with the Samians.  On which his Embaflfadors
inftru&ed him , He could not fubdue the Samians as long
as they were fupported by the Counfelof Aifop ; ratber (they
advisd him ) firft 10 fend for AElop, with a promife that
the exalting of Tribute fbould be fufpended , and then per-
adventure be might reduce them. Creefus complyed with
their Inftru&ions, and fent to Samos for Efop , baiting
the Embaffie with the former promife.  The Samians

charm'd with this fofe Addrefs, decreed to furrender him;
who when he underftood it , unbofom'd himfelf in this

Declaration , faying , You Citizens of Samos, I am ready
1o profirate my [elf at the feet of Creelus; bus firfe 1 wil
rebearfe one Apologue to yon.  In elder Times when Beafts
bad fpeech , the W olves commenc'd awar againf} the Sheep,
but the Sheep were fecur'd by the generous protection of the
Dogs ; on which the Wolves employd an Embaffie to the
Sheep , the purport of wbig was , “that if they deﬁr;d
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