the Life of /Efop.

dome , be would amafs thofe Defigns togetber 1
prejudice bis Coycernment.  ZEfop replyed , Ma.
mifchievous and malicions Artifices, I will obta,
{ranchifement.

On a Day, which the Citizens of Samos had devo-
ted to Feftivity , and other Improvements of a general
Mirth, an Eagle in his Flight {hatchd up the Publique
" Ring, and droppid it into the Lap of a Slave. The
* Samians amaz’d at this oftentful Accident, confulted with
X anthus he being both a learned Philofopher and an eminent -
Citizen, being inquifitive to underftand what would be the
effe&s of this remarkable Prodigy ? But Xantbus ({earching
into the Time when it happened ) was engaged in a dull
and unadtive ‘Melancholy , becaufe he could not untwilt
the Myfterieof it. Zfop beholding Xanthus fo difcom-
pofed , addrefled himfelf to him, and enquird what was
the canfe of [0 gloomy a Penfrveneffe ? To Morrow (when yon
appear . in publique) declare to the Samians , thar you are
not dextrows in untying the knotty fenfe of Myfteries , but
that you bave a Servant that can umwind the Intrigues of
them ; and when this (ball be untwifted , the Honour [ball
_redound to you : But if the Solution [ball not be adequate to
ihis Portent , the Infamy and Obloguie fball be only thrown
on me ., os either the Author or Abettor of fuch a difforted
Inserpretation.  Tothis Advice of Zfop , Xantbus aflen-
ted, and thenext Day inform’d the Samians what ZEfop
‘had bothfuggefted and prefcribd.  On which Zfop was

roducd : but when the Samians viewd the difobliging
E‘eatures of his Face, and Lineaments of his Perfon,
they with Derifion and Contempt entertain'd him, and
{miling , demanded, Whether a Perfon of [o unconcermd
an Afpect, could untie fo: myfterious a Portent , by a juff
Solusion?  /Efop waving his Hand ; enjoynd Silence,
and replyed , Ton Citigens (ﬁSamos 5 you [bould noto.z'fly' |
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