HE TREATY OF 1868

—————

The basis of the defense for the 275 people indicted for thelr
stand for their rights by treaty and by law at Wounded Knee will
be the Treaty of 1868,

Here are the main peints of the Treaty of 1868 between 10 bands of
Sioux and the Northern Arapaho Indians and taoe U.5, Governments

1, Peace between the U.3. and tae Indians. The U.5. will
punishh anyone, Indian or white, who violates the Treaty, and
reiubUrs the injured person for the lOBS.

2. The 3ioux and arapaio will nave a reservation of every-
tainz west of tae Missouri glver in present South Dakota, The
area north of the Horth Platte siver and east of the Blghorn
dountains (in .Jyoming) will be unceded Indian territory, where
rno whites will settle or pess through. The Indians will give
up claims to otner land,

3, If the reservation yiclds less than 18 acres of farming
land per person, the U.3. will provide nearby land, Anyone
living on the reservation may take land for his own or his
family and ovm it privately; otherwise land is held in common
by the Tribe., The U.3. may pass laws about passing down land
to descendants,

4, The U.3. will provide: Governmental, educational and economic
buildings; and agent who lives on the reservation and who can
forward complaints of Treaty violation for prosecution; schools
and a teacher for every 30 children; assistance for farming;
elothing and necessities for 30 years; food for four years;
oxen and a cow for every family that faras.

5. The Treaty can only be changed by 2 vote of 3/4 of all
adult males of ivhe tribes,
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The -greea.nt of 1877 wihlch toox awzy the Black Hills (after zold
was discovercd there] from the tribes 1s held to be invalld as 1%t
never obtained the required 3/4 adult cale approval.

The Dawes Allotment act of 1877-79 greatly reduced the reservation
land base by opening up lar.e porticons of land for sale fo white
ranchers—=-1it never had the 3/4 adult male approval either,

The 1868 Treaty makes no provision for the U.3. to set up it's

own form of government on the reservations; yet that is what the
1934 Indian Re-Organization Act did, The act did not have the con=-
sent of the majority on many reservations so the U.S. stipulated
that majority approval was not a necessary condition for the
implementation of this act,
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One of several aytis SRS SRS EDENNIERSE concerain ¢
tae occupation oi Jounded .nec=1373 was taat tiue occupational
force cous.stes prigarily of "uninvited militant-outsiaers'", Tae
lodictrents put Losta by tae graud Jury 1loves=tigating tae case
 nowever, prove taat gsany peoyle being ccaprged are iroa tiae fine
ildge aeservatiun (wnere jounded Znee 1s located), or irom neigh-
boring areas. loe . g : f c:arge was iurther sazttered by

tue attendence of 65 Traditional leaders of tie Uglala Lalkota
Hation at tae opening of tae "leadersaip" trials in 3t. rfaul,
dinn,., (#feb,., 1274)., Thnere taey issued the following statement

to tae presiding federal judge and to the american public:

we are all Uglals peesle, lando ners and Tradicional
- peole. ‘e lave come to a court wilcn we don't snow, which
dossiA't Know us, to t:ll everybody wiao will listen that we
stand weta our brotoers qussell (eans and Denais 3anks. To-
zetaer we stand wita our trad.tions, our land, our medicine,

and our Ireaty rizats.

Je represent not only ourselves bui t.e Uglala Band, -tie
Sioux Mation and concerned Indian people everyvaiere.

Je called our brotaers and Als to aelp us because we
were oeing oppressed and terrorized., They answered our call,
We now call upon all people to honor our peogle and to aonor
our Treaty rigats. '

If Dennis Banks and aussell ieans go to jall Ior support-
ing toe dignity of tae 3ioux iation and tne promises made to
us, you aust be ready to send us all to Jjail. If we cannot
live according to our ways and tradition we are ready to joln
tiep in tae walte wan's prison.

Frakk FOUOLS CaOW
- Traditional Chief of the
Oglzla 3ioux

X £ £ i . i X X X. X

100 people still face possible iaprisonaent Tor taeir partici-
pation at tae .ounded .nee occupation-1973 and depend on econ-
tributions Iroa concerned groups and individuals to malntain .
an adeguate legal defense-—-ir YOU are concerned, please forward

your donation to :

WKLD/0C* ~ or WOUNDEZD KNEE 3U220&T COsii.

2.0, Box BOQO3 1st. Flr. Offices=-Unlon
Lincoln, rebraska " Hichigan 3tate Univ.
55501 sast Lansing, .dich.
43524

(wgounded Knee Legal Defense/0Ofiense Committee)



(O] ) m— S C  —— i — BT
AR = | '!-f—:'- P e %ﬂ‘ TR v U/, e— — '::l O =2 'ﬂ{E

TRAIL OF BROKEN
TREATIES

THE TRAIL OF BROKEMN TREATIES

We nead noi give anothar rechistion of past com-
plaints nor engage im redundent dialogue of dis
comient. Dt conditions and their casss for
baing shosild parhaps ba best known by thow
when harw wrltien the record of Amerioa's aetian
gainit Indien Pacpla. In 1832, Black Hawk
correctly observed: ““You know the casse of oar
making war. I is known to al white men. They
ought o be ashamed of it.™

The Government of the United States knows the
reascns for our going to its capital city. Uinfaor-
tunately, they don't know how to greet us. . . We
go becouse America has been only too resdy to
expriuss its shame, amd suffer more fromm the ex-
presion — while remaining wholly unwilling 1o
changs to allow life for Indian People,

-« We seuk 3 new American majority — a
majority that is not content merely to confirm
et by supericrity im rumbers, but whach by
ponscience is commitied toward prevasling upon
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the publec will in ceasing wrongs and in doing
right, For our part, o sords and desds aof
coming days, we propose to produce a ational,
reasoned manifesto for corstructon of an Indian
future in &merica. If America has maintained
farth wath rts ariginal §pird, or may récognizs it
now, we should not be deniad,
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We want to haveanew RELATIONSHIP

withyou---an HONEST one :
OUR 20 POINT PROPOSAL

“TRAIL OF BROKEMN TREATIES™: FOR AENEWAL
OF CONTRACTS—RECONSTRUCTION OF INDHAN
COMMUMITIES & SECURING AN INDIAN FUTURE
1N AMERICA!
1. RESTORATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL TREATY
MAKING AUTHORITY: The U8, Prasident shauld
proposs by executive mesiage, and the Congress should
canskler and enact legislation to repesl the proviziod in
this 1871 Indian Appropriations Act, which withdrew
faderal recognition from Indisn Tribss and Mations &
political entities which could @ contracied by treatwes
with the United States, in order that the President may
rasume the exercise of his full constitutional authority
for acting in the matters of Indisn Affairs — and in or-
dar that Indian Mations may represent thair cwn inter-
sty bn the manner and method envisionad and pro-
yided in the Federal Constitution.

2 ESTABLISHMENT OF TREATY COMMISSION TO
MAKE NEW TREATIES: The President should lmpaned
and the Congress establish, with next yesr, & Traaty
Comemtiglon to contract a securily #nd assistancs treaty,
or treatias, with Indian people to regetiate a national
commitment 1o the future of Indian people Tos the last
quarter of the Twantieth Century . Authority sholld ba
grantad to allow tribes to contract by sparate ard indi-
widual tresty, multi-tribal or regionsl groupings, or na-
tional collective, respacting generzl or limived subject
matter--and provide that no provisions of existing treaty
agresmants may be withdrsam oF In any manner sl fected
weithept the ewplicit consent and sgreement of any par-
teewlarly-related Indian Matian.

3. AN ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE &
HOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS: The President and

the leadership of Congress should make commitmant
fiow and next January to reguest and sccange for four
Mative Armaricans — selected by Indian people at a
future date — and the President of the Linited States
and any designated U5, Senators and Representatves
to sddress a joint session of Congress and the American
people through naticnad communications media, re-
garding the Indian future within the American Mation,
and relationships betwesn the Federal Govemment and
Indian Matlors — on o before June 2, 1574, the firs
half century anniversary of the 1924 “Indian Citizen-

4. COMMISSION TO REVIEW TREATY COMMIT-
MENTS & VIOLATIONS: The President shoubd m-
maediately create a multi-latersd, Indian and mon-lndian,
Commission 1o réview domestic treaty commitments
and complaints of chronic violations, and to recom-
mend ar act for corrective sctlons, including the impos-
ithor of mandatory senctions or interim restraints upon
wilative activities, and including formulation of legis
Lathon designesd 1o protect the jeopardized Indian rights
&nd elimingte the unending patterrs of prohibbt ity
complex lawsuits and legal defenses — which habitsally
hawe produced indeclsive and interminate results, only
toep frequently forming guidelines for more court bat:
tles, or additional challenges and attacks against Indian
rights. {Indians have paid attormeys and @ yers more
mﬂu.um,m simce 1962, Yet many Indion peopls
are wirtually imprisoned in the nation’s courraame in
being forced consantly to defend thesr rights, and
wl-_.lh many tribes are forced 1o maintain a maltipude of
zuits In numerous jurisdictions relatlng o the same or a
sirgle esue, or @ Tew similar issues. There is loie ased
far more sttarney asssstances than there is for instiiue
100 @l proiections that reducs siodatians snd minimize
the passiklines dor sitecks upon [ndean rights |

5. Resubmistion of Unestified Tronties 1o the Senate:
The President should rasubmit to the LS. Senate of the
naxt Congrass thase treatses negotiated with indian
MELons ar thaif represeniatoes, but pever heretodore
ratified nor rendered maoot by fiilmequeent (raaty con-
tract with such Indiams nod having ratified treaties with
the United Stetes. The primary purpose 1o be ssreed
shall be that of restaring the rule of law to the relation.
ships betwesn such Indians g the Unite States, and
mRIming & recognitian of Aghts controlled by traarty

AKWESASNE NOTES

relatians. Where the failure to ratify prior Lresties ap-
grated to atfirm 1he cessions and |oss of tithe 19 Indian
lands amd territory, but Failed 1o secure snd pratect the
reservations of lardds, rights, ard Fescunces ressfyad
againg cesslon, relinquishment, o |oss, the Sanate
should adopt resolutions certifying that a prior de facto
ratification has been effected by the Gowernmant of the
United States, and direct that approgriate actiard ke
undleriaken to réstare 1o such Indians an equitable
measure of their reserved rights and awnership in lands,
resaurces, #nd rights of seif gowermmant. Additionally,
the President and the Congress should direct that ra-
ports be cancluded upon the disposition of land rights
and land title which were bafully vested or held, far
peapde of Mative Indien blood under the 1848 Treaty of
Guadalups Hidalgo with Mexioo.

- e

&. All Indizns to be Gaverned by Tieaty Relations!
The Congress should anact boint Resolution declanng
that as & matter ol publes policy and good faith, &)

I ndi an people in e Uinited States shall be condidened
o be in treaty ralations with the Federal Govarmment
aned governad by doctrines of such relationship,

7. Mandatory Ralief Against Treaty Rights Vicdatlons:
The Congress should add a new section o Title 28 of
e United Stabes Codda 1o provede for the pdscial &
forcement and protegtion of Indian Treaty Rights
Giseh section sthould direct that. upon petitian of any
Indian Trite ar prescribed Indan groups and individu-
alz claiming wslentisl inpury o, or interference in 1he
aopditabie and good fath exercese of any rights, govern
ing suthority, or utilization and presaryatson of re:
soaroes, seoured by Treaty, marddatorily ihe Feders
Disriice Sowirs shall grant anmediane anjainder o ia
jwnetvad reliat againde &y ree-dndian parky ar defen-
dames, inclisdeng S1a0E govarmimants ard their subdive
wivns or officers, alleged to be angaged in such inpiricus
ACTONS, untel mich tirre as the District U5, Cowrt may
b reasonably satisfied thag a Treaty Violation is nog

beEing committed, or atherwise sansfiad har e ladians

interests and rights, in equity and in law, are preserved
and protected from jeopsndy and sesure from harm,

B. Judicial, Recognition of Indian Right 1o Interprat
Treatlas: The Congress should by law provide for & new
systermn of faderal eourt jurisdiction grnd procedurs,
when Indian treaty or governmental rights are at issue,
and when thara sre pon-Indian parties imeolved in the
controsersy, whereby an Indian Tribe or Indian party
may by motion advance the case froem B federal District
Cowrt for hearing, and decision by the related L5,
Circuit Court of Appeals, The kaw should provide that,
anoe an interpretation upon the matter has been render.
ed by either a fedaral district or circuit court, an Indian
Matlon may, on its awn behalf or on behalf of amy of
its memibers, if dissatisfied with the federal cowrt ruling
or pegarding it in error respecting tresty or tribal rights,
cartify directly to the United States Supreme Court a
*Declaratory Judgmant of Interpretation™, regarding
the contested rights and drawn at the direstion or undsr
the auspices of the affected Indian Nation, which that
Court shall be mandated to receive with the contested
dicislon far hearing and final [udgment and resolution
of the controversy — except and unbess that &y rew
traatses which might be contracted may provide for
some other impartial body for making ultimate and
final interprotations of treaty provisons and their app-
lication, In adddition, the law should pravide than an
Indian Mation, to protect its exerciss of rights or the
rﬂlnﬂ'grw_w of tribal rights by 118 mambers, or
B BNgaging in new ectivities based SOoverEign

ar treaty rlm:?!l- may Issue an interim L larstary
Opinian on Interpretatian of Rights™, which shall be
un_-n1rullu-_|g upen the exarcise of pollce powers or gd-
ministrative authosities of et Indian Mation, the
United Seates or any Statalsl, unless or until sppesss.
Fully challenged or madified upan cartification 1o ang
tln:lsn_:r. by the United States Suprems Caurt — and

nal withstanding any cantrary LS, Attorngy General's

cpinionis), solicitor's apinion(s}, or Ara .
Dpindenisl of any of the Stapes, ey General’s

==

EARLY WINTER, 1973

ion of Congressional Joint Commitiee an
%m:ﬁm p-f%:iin Aelations: The nexi Congress
of the Linited States, and its respective houses, should
agree at its oulsat and in 15 arganizatian 19 withdraw
jurisdiction cwer Indian Affairs and Indian-related pro-
gram authorizations from all existing Commattees, &x-
cept Appropristions of the House snd Senate, and cre:
ate a Jaint Heuse-Sename “Commatiee an Reconsirus-
tign of Indian Relations and Programs’ T8 355U r.nE jurch
jurisdiction and responsibilites tar recgmmanding i
tegisletion and program authonzations 1o bath housas
of Cangress — including censideration and action upan
all propasals prasenied merewith by the “Traal of Broken
Treaties Cargran™, o3 well a5 matters from ather sources.
The Joint Committes mambership should conss ol
Sanator and Representatives who would be willing to
pammit condiderable amounts of 'L-me and labors ;nﬂ
poeciantious thawght to an axhaustive revew ano ex-
sinining evaluation of pEst and presant poliscies, pro-
gram and practices of the Federal Geowernmient relating
ta Indign people; 1o the development of & comprehén-
sive broadly-inclisaive ™ American Irdian Commimity
Reconsiruction Act”, which shall provide lor cartain of
thee messures herein proposed, repeal nemercus s
which have oppressively dissllowed the existence of a
visiahe " Inclian Life™ in this country, and effect the
purposes while constructing the provisions which shall
allow and ensura a securs Indian future in Armereca,

10, Land Reform snd Restoration of an 110-Milllon
Acrs Native Land Bass: The next Congress ansd Ad-
sinisiration should commil thamsatees and effect a
national commetment, implemented by S80S or ex-
ecufive and sdministrative actions, to reslore a peman:
ent ngr-diminishing Mative American land base of not
kess than 110 million acres by July 4, 1976, The land
Baig and i1s separate pares, showld Be vastad with the
mcogmazed rights and conditions of baing perpateally
fan-Tasanle, @NCent by autonomous and savereign bn-
dhan authority, and shoubd never agan e gams el o
b alienatad Taom Mative Amanten o lndian oener
ship and contral.

10a, Pricritees in réstoration of the Native American
Lame Bass! '‘When Congress acted 1o delamit the Prasi
08 authdrity and the Indian Mations’ povwars For
miaking treaties in 1871, approsximanely 135 000,000
acres af land and territory hed been secured 1o Indian
ownership against cassion & ralinguishment. Thas
gereage did not include the 1867 tresty-secured recog-
nition of land tithe and rights of Alskan Matives, nor
millicns of acres olherwise retained By Indiang 0 what
were 10 become “unratified"” treaties of Indian land
cession, as in Calitarnia, nor ether land areas awthorized
10 b et giade for Indian Nations contracied by, but
nirve T Dareliteing from, their treaties. When the Camn-
gresy, in 1BET, under the General Allotment Act and
ather measuras of the period and "single system of legi.
slation”, delegated treaty- assigned Presidentis respor-
sibilities to the Secretary of the Interior and his Comr
migdiarer af Indisn Affairs and agents in the Buneau of
Indiam Affairs, relating 1o the govarnmant f ladian re
laticns under the treaties for the 135 million acres,
collactively hald, immadiately became subject to loss,
The 1867 Act provided far the sale of “surplug™ Indian
lanch — and contained a formula for the assignment or
dllocaticn of land raets 1o Indian individuals, depen-
dent partly an family sre. which would have allowsd
an avaraga-sirad allotment af 136 acres fo one million
{ndians — a1 & tme when the number of fribally-relaed
Indians was less than a gquarter million or Tewer than
200,000 The Interipr Department efliciently managed
the loss of 100-million acres of Indian Land, and its
transfer 10 nan-Indian ownarship {Irequently by home:
shidd, Aol direct purchase—, en little more than the next
Guartar cenlury. When Congress prohibited further
allatments 10 [ndian individuals, by its 1934 |ndign
Aearganization &ct, it effectively determined that
future generations of indian peeple would be ~landles
In!!iaru:” except by heirship and inheritancs. (110
mHI-IT #res, including 40-million scres in Alaska,

wiuld approwimate an 135 acres multiplied

A million Mative mm riLmber m-:liulvpl; by h!hlllu
1870 U5, Cersis,

Simple justice would seem to demand that peiorities in
restorations of land bases be gramted o thase Indian
Maticns who are landbess by fault of unratifisd or un.
fulfilled treaty provisions: Indian Mations, landless be
cawse of congressional and sdministrative actions re-
tiective of criminal abuse of trust ragpansibilities; and
other growpsngs of landless Indlans, particularty of the
lard less Hnerationg, including many wrban Indians and
non-riservation Indian people = mary of whom have
baan forced 1o pay, in forms of deprivation, boss of
Page 30



ﬁwﬁ_m ertitkemenits, and other exineme Casts upan
their lives, &n “smigration-migration-edueation 1 aining”
e fhﬂ:r'ﬂ'l:lr wnfulfilled pursuit of RPBrbunTy in e
America = a T1Ex" a5 uwareented and unjustified s it
& inprecedented in the history of Auman ghts in
mature natsons possessad of a macern COnsCiance,

106, Comolidation of Indians’ Land, Water, Mty ral
and Economic Resouress: The restoration of an equit-
able Native Amevican Land Bae ghould be EEOmpani-
ol by enlightened revision in the peesent characier ol
slleged “trust relationships and by reaffirmation of the,
creative and positive charscters of Indian sovergignty
.ﬂm-gn'nmts The past pattern of treating
“trut status” &3 wrongful “non-ownership™ of propar-
ties, beyond control of individual interests and * own -
ers”, could be converved to a beneficial method of con-
wolidating ussshle land, water, forests, flsheries, and
uﬂurugﬂmlabln &nd renswable natural resources inte
productive economic, cultural, or ather cammunity-
purpose units, benefiting both individisl and trital

i direct forms under autonomous control af
property-defined, appropriste lewels of Indian gowvern-
ment, For moample, the 13.56 millkon scres of multiple
and fractionated heirship ands shauld not represent a
collective denial of beneficial ownership and interests
al inheriting individuals, but be considered far plans of
collective and consplidated use, (The alternatives and
complaxities of thit subject and its discussion reguire
the |suance of & separaie essay at 3 later dade.)

10c. Termination of Leases and Condamnation of
Mon-Indian Land Title: Most shori-term and long
term leases of some four million acres of Indiars’ agri-
cultural and Industrial-use lends represent 8 constant
pattern o mismanagernent of trust responsibiilities =
with the federal trustees knowingly and wilfully sdmin-
istering properiies in mathods snd terms which are ad-
werse of inimical to the interests of the Indian benefic-
iaries and their tribes, Non-indians heve benatit of the
best of Indian agricultural range and dry farm lamds,
and of soma irrigation syseema, ganerally hasing the
lorevest investment/highest return ratios, while Indians
are rebegated o 1ands reguiring high investmeanisbow
returngs, A large-scale, if selective, program of lease
cancellations ard nonrenewals should be institwebsd
unter Congressional authorization as gubtkly as possh-
ble. Asweell, Indian Tribes should b2 suthorized 1o re-
secure Indian cwnership of slienabed lands within res-
ervation boundaries under a sysiem of condemnation
for naticnal palicy purposes, with the federal goern:
meent bearing the basic cosis of Vjust compensatian™
a3 burden for unjustified betrayats of it st respon:
sibilities 1o Indian peaple. These actsons wauld no wy
fpe a5 extreme as the ferminsation, nationalizetion, oon-
fiscarion and sale af millions of scres of resarvation land
By A gangla maasure as in the cases af the Menomines
gnd Klamsth Indian Trines, and attempted repsatedly
with the Caolvilles,

10d, Aepeal of tha Menomines, Klamath, and OHbad
Tarmination fcts: The Congress should act imemed|ate:
ty to repeal the Termination Acts of the 19560 and
10608 and restore cwmerahip of the several miliion
aores of land 1o the Indian people invalvd, perpetually
maf-alsenable and tax-axempt, The Indians’ rights 1o
autonoemous s F-government and sovereign contral of
their resaisress ard develapment should be reinstated.
Fepaal of the terminal legislation would also advance 3
cammitment towards 8 collective 110-milton acre land
pase for Matlye Americans — when added o the near
BE.million acres already held by Indians, apart fram the
additianal 40-millign scres allocated in Alaska, (The
impact of wrmination and its various forms have nevar
pean understaod fully By the American peapde, the
Congress, and many [fdisn paople. Few wars betwecn
nations have evar accomplished & much a5 the wotel
dispossession of a peope of their rights ani FEsOArCe
i b the total wictories and Tofal surrandars legislated
by the Termination Laws If the Ars States of
presant Mid-East could comparably presums the same
suthority over the 5tate of Israel, they could eliminate
isragl by the purchase o by declaring it an Arab State
or subdivision thereof; on the one hand, avicting the
|sraedis froom the rewly-soquired Arsh lands, ar on the
gther, allowing the ksraalis to remsin a4 part -ni the
iarger Arab Mation and justify the disposition 1o the
wirld by the ¢lalm that, whinher beaving of ramainifg,
bt without their nation, the Jewish prople wnull:l_l-tlll
be Jewigh, Suwch an unacceptable autrage 1o American
people would quickly succeed to World War (1] — excepx
excapt when such actions are factually taken agalns
Menominees, Klamaths, Senecas, Utes, and threatened
agairst many cther landed nations of Indian people.)
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of Prohibitions ;.:: tt Eneoliment and
sl mit “Dual Banefiti™: The Congress
ould enact measures fully in suppart of the doctring
®at an Indian Nation has complate powar 1o govern
#nd cantrol its own mambership — but sradicating the
Snlartiae and coercie devices In federal policy and
programemning which have subwverted and denied the
natural hufman relationships snd raticsl development of
Indian communities, and committed countiegs injuries
upan |ndiam families and individuals, The ganeral pro-
hibition againgt benefitting dually from federal msin:
ances or fribal resounces By heving membership or
maintaining relatiomhips in mone than one Indian
Tribe has frequently resslted in denisl of rights and
benefits from any sources. Blood quantum criteria,
closed and restrictive anrallment, and ““dual benefits
prohibations' have generated minimal problems for
Indians havirg y.lm::i.n nar:Indian parentage invalved
in their ancestry — while Greating vast prollems and
complexities for full-blood and predominant-lndian-
blood persons, when ancestry oF current relationships
invalve twa wparate Indian tribes, or more. Fulk-blood
Indians can Tail togualify for membership in any of
savaral fribes fo which they may be dgirectly related if
quantum-rel aticnships happen b b in S eomg oo T e
&tion, of non-gualifying fractipns. Families have been
divided to be partly included upon enrol iments, while
speie children of the same parents are wrongly (if there
se at all 19 be enrallments] excluded. There showld be
a restoration of Indian ard tribal rights o all indiidaal
leneligrnd welig Frawe Boan victiribsd and daprivad by the
wicions forms of termination eMected by Torced chaices
berassen multiply-related Tribes, ablusive apolication of
b pod-guanium criteria, and federalby-enginesred and
federally-approved enroliments. The right of Indian
persmns to maintain, sever, or resume valsd rel ations
with sevaral Indian Mations ar commumities unto which
Ty are Bhann, or aoiuine relationships throwegh namaral
rarripge relations oF parenthood snd ather custamany
farms, must again be meognized under law and pracice
and alsa the right of Indian Mations to receive ather
Indian prople imto relations with them = or to main-
tain relateons with all their awn peaple, without regard
10 biosd-quantsm critera and federa standards for
exclugion ar mstiiclions upon enefits 11t may be
recoorized that the general [ndisn leadership has be-
coene corditioned 10 accept and give application o
these farms of terminating rights, pattems which are
an atrocious Bberratian from any concepts of nden
justice and sovereignty, |

12. Aepral of State Lawe Enscted undier Public Law
FHO (1953): Staie enactments undes e authoaity
conferrad by the Congress in Public Law Z80 has posed
1he most seous threat to Indian soeeneignmy and iocal
self-government of any messure in recent decades.
Congress must naw nullify those State statutes, Re-
prasanied as a “'law enforcement” measure, FLZBD
rotis Indian communites of the cone of their governing
guthority and operates 1o corvwert reservation aneas into
refuges Froen resporsibilitios, where many people, not
restricted by race, can take full advertage of & veritable
vaouum of eantrodling law, or law which commands it
first mspect for justice by encouraging an absence of
olferses, These States’ scceptance of condition for
their cwn starehood in their Enabling Acts — that thay
forever diselaim sovarpignty and jurlsdiction ower | ndian
tands and Indian pesple = should be Ending upon them
and that restrictive condition upan 1heir soeereigniby b2
reinstated. They should not be permitied further 10
gain from the eanflict of inferest engagad by such
States’ participation in enactment of Fullc Ly 280 —
at the expense of the future of Indian peeple in their
o commrrini Ties, as well a8 our present wel fae and
wall-being.

13. Fesume Federal Protective Jurisdiction for
Oifaris Against Indians: The Conghess should enacl,
the Sciminigtration support and seek pastege Gf, niw
provisions wnder Titles 18 and 25 of the LS. Code,
wiich shall metend the protective juriidiction of the
United Stabes over | ndian persars wharever situated in
its territary and e territary of the sevaral Srates, out
sice of Indian Reservations or Gountry, and pravide the
prescribed gftenses of wiolende bgsnst Indian persons
shall be federal crimes, punishable by prescritsd pen:

al teess throuigh presecutions in the federal judiciary, amd
priforeed in armest actions by the Feceral Bureau of In-
yastigation, U5, Marshals, and other commissioned
palice agents of the United 5tates — wha shall be com:
palied to act upon e commisiion of such crimes, and
wpan any wWrithen complaimt oF §worn request albegineg
an offense, which by itself would be dasmed probatde
cause far amesting actions,

13a Eptablishment of & Mational Federal Indisn Grand
Jury: The Congress should establish a specid nations
grand jury, consisting salaly of Indian members selected
im part by the President and in pard iy Ir_ldla_n pauﬂ-l-!a.
having & continuous life grd squipped with (5 own in:
westigative and kegal staff, snd presided over by com-
petent judicial officers, while vested with prescribed
autharities of indicimants 1o be prosecuted in the fed-
aral and |ndign court systems, This grand jury should
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b granted jurisdiction to act in the bringing of indict-
ments on basis of evidence and probable cause within
any federal judicial district whare & erime of violense
hias besn committed agairst &n Indian and resulted in
an I mifian’s death, ar resulted in bodily injury and in-
widved lethal wespons or aggressive foroe, when finding
remson to be not satisfied with handling or dispasition
of a case ar incident by local sutharities, and cperating
cansistent with federal constitutional standards re:
specting rights of sn sccused, More broadly and gener-
aly, the grand jury should be granted brosd sathority
o mnitor the enforcements of law under Titles 18,
25, snd A2, respecting Indian purisdiction and civil
nights protections; the administration of law enforce
menl; confinemant facilities snd juvenile detention
centers, and judicial systems In Indisn country; carmap
practices or violatons of law in the administration of
faderd Indien sgencies or of federallyfunded programs
for Indign people — ingluding administration by tribai
olticials or tribal governmentsl usits — and federal
efplayees; and issug spacisl reports bringing indect
mants when warrsnted, directed towasnd eliminestion of
wrongrdaing, wronghul adminiitration or practices;

and Ergrovements recommendations for wystems to
ensure propar services and benefits o commundtias, o
Indian peopla,

13b. Jurisdiction over Non-lmdians Within Indian
Reservations: The Congress should eliminate the ime
meinity of Aon-| diang to the general appdication af law
#d |iw enforcement within Reservation Boundaries,
withoul rgoard to land o property fitle, Title 18 of
tha L,5, Code ghowld be amended ta clarify and com-
pal that all persens within the ari gnally-established
poundaries of an Indian Resensation ane subject 1o the
l#ass af the sovereign Inckan Mation in the sxercise af
i15 BUTONDMOES gOverning sithority. A system of con-
current jurisdiction shoukd b minimum requinement in
INCOFpOTATRN 1o,

13z, Accelersted Rehabilitation and Releate Program
Hor Stmie and Federal fndian Prisoners: The Adminis-
tration shoubd Immediately contract an approprismly
staffed Commizsion of Review on Rehsbilitation of
Indian Prisoners in Federal and State Institutions, fund-
ed from Safe Sireets and Crime Contred funds, or dis-
creticnary furds under control of the President, and
corsisting of |mdian membership, The review o
missian would condweet census and sunvey of all Tndian
prizoners presently confined, compile information on
racords of offensss, seniances, actions of committing
jurisdictions (courts, police, prée-sentence reports, pro-
bation ad parole systems) and related pertinent data.
Thee bisst objective of the raview commission wolld be
to arrangs for the develapment of new systerms of
comminity treatment centers or national/regional ré-
habilitaticn centers s alternatives to existing prisen
silisationg: 1o work with Buresu of Priion and foderal
parale sysbem 1o arrangs for accelerated rehabilitation
and release programs as justified, and to give major
attention 16 the reduction of offenses and reciilivism in
Invdian communities. The comamission woubd 201 10
prowide Fonms by which Indian people may assumme the
largest measures of responsibllity in reversing the rapid:
Iy ingreasing crime rates on [rdion reservations, snd e
spproaching situations where needs for jails and prison-
&F inglitutions may again be wirmsalty eliminated. The
G regress should pravicle sppropeiate authorizations in
sispgort of such eftort — perhaps extending the progec:
tive [urisdiction of the United States over Indiar in
Seamw Wnetinetinns, to nrowide for transfer ta Iarliam.
cperated rehabilitation and trestmant centers, at least
probation systems, in a bargein of resporsibility for
bringing sbout vast reduction in incidences of offences
emang Indian communities. [The 58,000,000 BIA
Budget tar Law and Order is not directed ioward

such purpose — spending nearly hall of [t5 present
increases on fevw cars 1o guage the increases in reported
offanses,]

[Mote on 13 - 13 The U5, has asserted its jurisdiction
over Indians natiorwide, and may now oo 50 agin pro-
pectively, The Congrest eontroldled liguor sales o Ine
dizns nationally until 1953, alowing prodecu on for
ren-lndian offenders, Edugation of indians in public
statn schools is essentially B contracting of jurisdiction
1o States. |

T

14, Abolition of the Burcan of Indien Affairs by 1976:
B bew Strocture: The Congress working through the
propased Senete-Houwse “Joint Committes un_ﬁemn-
struction of lrdian Belations and Programs®, in Tord-
lation of an Indian Gommunity Reconstruction Act,
shiculd direct that the Bureau of Indisn Aftairs shall be
abolished 3 an agency on or befare July 4, T876; 10
provide for an alternative structure of government for
sustaining and revitalizing the Indian-federal relation-
ghip between the President and the Congress of the
United States, respectively, and the respective Indian
Mations and Indian people &t last consistent with con-
stitutionsl criteria, national treaty commitments, and
Incllam soveralgniy, and provide for tranaformation and
pransition into the new dyitam as rapidly as possible
prios 10 abolition of the BLA.
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15. Creation of an *'Office of Federal Indian Relations
and Community Reconstrection™: The Buress of
Inefipn A srs should be replaced by a new unit in the
fedgral goverrment which reprasents an sgquality of re-
sponsibility among and bersaan the Pragidang, the Con-
gress, and the Govarmmanis of the separate Indian Ma
tiors [or their respective people collectively |, and
acqual standing in the controd of relations betwean The
Federal Goverrement and Indian Mations. The follaw-
ing stancands avd conditions should be stained;

i The Offics would strucourally ba placed in the
Executive Difices of ihe Pressdent, but be direcied
b & tri-partite Commassion af three Cammissian-
ey ane Beirg appoimted by the President, ane
bﬁr‘q appoanted by the jaint congrassional com-
mittes, and one baing selected by national elec:
tion among Indisn peopla, and all thres requiring
confirmation by the UL, Senam,

B, The Qifice would be directly responsibla 19
wach the President, the Congress, and Indsan peo-
ple, represenited by o newby-established Mational
Imdian Council of no maore than twerty memibers
selected by combination national and regicnal
alpetions, for twoyear terms, with half sxpining
sach year,
S All existing federal agencies snd program wnits
prasantly invobesd or primarily dirgctad 1oward
serning Indians would be consalidated under the
new office, together with the budget allocations
Gf the Depsrimants asssting Indians although
primarily aramted tEsend ather conderns. All
programs would be reviewssd for revision of foem,
or eliminaticn ategather, or contiruance :

D, & total personms arnd employes strsctune

o ling of no more than 1,000 emgloyess in Al
catagarias should be plooed upon the new office
for its first five years of operation, Emplayment
in tha new office would be exempt from Civil
Service ragulations and provisions. (The Civil
Service Commissian and federal employee unions
shioubd be requested 1o proposs a plan for prefer-
ence hiring in other agencess and for transfer of
benefits to new employment, lor preseniation to
Comngmss, incident to abolition of the BlA and
other Indian-related federal programa. ]

E. The OMfice woubd maintain respansibility ower
its own budget and planning functions, indepen-
dent from any control by the Offics of Manage-
mant and Budget (OMB], and should be author-
ized a 515, 000,000,000 budger, reviewing the
wafficienoe of the Office and the impsot and pro-
gresx of the pwogramming, The Appropriations
Commiitees ghould ot impess wndue interler-
ences In plans = but shoubd insfat weon huitalbhe
treatmant of all Indlan Matlons and general Indi-
AN pacple vwh would ot ba deniad thair respec-
thee direct relations with the Congress, or with
the President.

G. The office of Federal Indian Ralstions would
aisume the administrative responsibility s rrusbes
of |ndien propertes and property nights, uniil

P RO f Thee Trust responsibility might be ac
eompleEhad and delegated for administration as a
function ard exprisgion of the overeign author-
ity af the respective nddan M atoni,

18. Priosities and Purposs of the Proposed New Offica:
The central purpose of the proposed “Office of Faderal
Irdian Relations and Community Reconstruction™ is 1o
remidy the bresk-doen in censtitutionally -prescribssd
relationships between the Liniwd States and [ndiam
Mations and pecple and 1o alleviate the destructive im-
pact thet distortion in thoss relatlonships has rendenad
upon the lives of Indian More dirsctly, it s
for allowing brosd attadks upon the multl-
e or millions of problems which confront Indian
bives, o comsume them, and which cannot be alimina.
ted by plece-meal approaches, jerry-built structures, or
buresucracles or by taking on one problem at a time,
always 10 ba conframted by many mone, The Congress’
with assant of the Courts, has dawloped its constitu-

tional mandabe to *regulate Indian commerce”™ into a
diezwing of absolute cortrol and totsl powses gyer the

liwes af Indigns — through failing to give these concems
the thme and attention that the esponsibilities of such
power demand.  The Comngress restricted the Righest
authority of the President for dealing with Indian mat-
tars aril affairs, then sbandoned Indian people to the
ligwest bevels of buresucratic government for admints-
tration of its part-time care amwl ssserted all-powertul
control, The constitution maintsned Indian people i
clilzenship and albsgienca to caur awn MNations, but the
Cangress and the Bureau of Indian Affairs has eovert-
o this constitutional standard into the most bestand-
ized formg of adknowledged autonomy ard **Soverésgn
sl f-gowerning oontral™ — scancely worthy af tha terms,
If remaining divested of their meaning. A ceniral prior.
ity of the propesed Office should be the formulaticn
of leghslation designed 1o repeal the body ol * iy
Lasw™ that contlnues to operste most harmfully against
Indien cammunitles = induding sections of the 1934
indian Feorganization Aot and prior begislation which
instituted foreign forms of goverTiment upon our
Maticns. or which have served to divorce tribal govemn-

AKWESASME NOTES

ment from responsibilities and sccauntability to Indlan
pecale,

A1 this podnt in time, there |5 demonstrable nesd for
the Coangness t exarcisa highsst responsibalites to In-
diam paople in arder that we might have a futum in
giar homeland, This requires that Congress now racog
niza some restrictons wpan its own suthosity 0 iR
warm in Irnddian communities and act to tolally exclude
the pxercise of local tribal soversignty ard sl F-gosarn-
ing controd, The proposed Qffice of Federal Indian
Relations and Community Reconstrsction should be
authorized the greatest latitude to act and o remove
restrictiors fram the positive actions of Indian paope
Thits cam be achieved if the Congress establishes a niny
Diffice in the mannir propossd, snd ButhosiBes 1T
promisng degres 1o aperate & instramentality of its

P P i i | T,

17, Indlian Commence and Tax Immanities: The Con-
gress showld enact a statute or Joint Resolution cartify-
ireg that trade, commance, and transportateen of Indis
remesn wholly outside the authority, control, and reg-
ulation of the seweral States. Congressional scts should
provide that complete taxing authofiTy WO Rropertes,
uge of proparties and Incomes derived therefrom, and
bursimedd activities within the extarior Dodrderses of In-
diam resarvations, af wall as comimerce b TwpEn nesen
tions and Indian Matiors, shall be vested with the res
pective or mlated tribal gosernments, or their appropri-
ae subdivisions — o cartify that, consistent with the
Fouriganth Amendment, Section 2 stsehood snsbling
acts, prevaling treaty comemitments, and the general
palicy of the Unitwed States, that 1otal Indian immisnity
to taxing awtharity of states is reaffirmed and axvended
with wnitormaty o all Indian Mations a1 8 matter/estab-
lished or wested right. [ Thase quasticns showld mot have
to be constantly carned to the courts for raaftinmation
— disregarded 2= general brw, and attackoed by challargs
with every discemable variateon or differanss in fect
nat considered at a prioe trial.} | Tribes have baan res-
tricied in thelr taxing authorities by some al the same
laws which exclisda federal or state suthority. However,
there are aness where taxing authorities might be used
beneficially in the generation of revenwes for financing
povermment functions, services, and community insti-
tstioni | [The Congress should remove any obstacles o
e rights af Indvan people bo travel Freshy beteseen Ine
dian Mationd withoul Being Bocked in movement,
comamerce, oF trade, by barriers af borders, uslams,
o, ar Tax,)

18, Protection of Indiens’ Religicus Fresdam and
Cultsral Intagrity: The Congress shall proclaim its in
sistemce that thi mleginius Treaccen and culture integrity
of Indian peaple shall be respected and protected
throughou the United States, and prowide thet

Indian religion and culture, even in regenerating or
renaissance or develoning stages, or when manifested an
the personal charscter and treatment of ome's own
body, shall not be interlered with, disrespected, or
denied. (Mo Indean shall ks foread 1o cutl thedr hair by
any irctitution oF pubdic agency or afficial, including
military autharites or prison ragslation, for axampla,)
It shiwald be an insistence by Congrass that implies gtrict
pandl By For it veol abion.

-,

19. Mational Referendums, Lozcal Options, and Forme
of Indian Organization: The Indian papsilation is small
enough 1o be smenable to woting ard alactivg prosidang
of national referendums, local option referendwms, and
aother clections for rendering decisions, apq_mual; vd
disapprovals an many issues and matters. T he steady
prodiferation of Indisn and Indian-imterest organizations
and Indian adviscey bosrds and the like, the multiplica
tion of Indian officials and the emergence of countlass
Indian “leaders”, represent a bess preferable form for
decision-making, a state of disorganization, and a claar
reflection of deter cradion in the mlations bersssen the
Limited States and Indian poople 28 cONEracting sover-
cigas holding a high sandard al scosentability and
eeiponiibility. Some Indians seem to standby to ratify
ary weEwpaints ralating 1o any or 8l Indians: others
giandi ioned to aooepd any wiewpaing ar propasal Tram
official seurce, Whiereas Indisn people were to be
smeure from palitical manipulation @d the general pedi-
tical B R0erm im the senvice of Indian needs, political
Fawar, and cutthroat compatition for funds with grants
fiacle among limited alliances of agency-l ndisn frends
have become the rule — swhile responsibElitTies and ac-
countabelity 10 Indisn pecple and Indian communities
hawe been forgatien. While the treary relationship

ill s Theat we should not be deprived by posss s
we are possassed of by right = litthe personal power and
padiitical games are being played by a few Indiars while
we are being deprived our rights, This dissipation of
sirenigth, energles, and commitment should end. We
should consolidate ouwr and purpose fo restore
relations born of sowersignty and to resume comemand
of pur oommunities, cur rights, our resources, and our
destiny. (The National Council an Indian Opporunity,
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Agsocistion an Amarican Indian Affairs, and the Na
tional Triba Chairmans Association ang examples of
government, non-Indian directed, and Indian arganize
tions which are among many which could and shoukd be
eliminated,] (At least none showld be funded from
federal sources. |

0. Health, Housing, Employment, Economie Develop-
ment, and Education: The Congmass and &dminesora:
tion &nd proposed | ndian Community Beconsinsction
Dffice must allow Tor o mest creatve, (1 demanding,
and disciplinsd, forms of community devalopmant and
purpossful initistives, The propased $16,000,000,000
budget for the 18708 remainder could provide far com-
pleted construction of 100,000 new housing wnits;
create mare than 100,000 new permanent, income and
tribal resenue-prodiscing jobs on reservations and lay
foundation for as many more In years following: meet
all the sconamic and ndustrial development needs of
numerous communities and make eduoation st all
bevels and provide health services or medical care to all
Indiars as 8 matber of entitlemeny and fulfilled righe,
Yat, wa now find most Indiars unserved and programes
not keeping peoe with growing problems under a billlon
dollars-plus budger annually — approximately a servios
oot of 10,000 por reservation Indian family per yasr,
of 100,000 in this decsda. Our flght |k net cver a
$50-miillkon cutback ina mismanaged and misdirected
budget, and cannot be ended with restoration of that
then invisible amount — but over the part that it, any
and all amounts, kive come to phay i & parennial
bllllon-diollar indignivy wpan the lives of Indian peopie,
Our Bgid, QU Young, our parents, and our childeen,
Duwath raenairg 8 sandard cure for enyironmarntally-
incliagad dissases afflicting mary Indlan children with-
out adeauate hewsing facilities, heating systars, and
PUre WILE souFcEs. Their delicate bodies provide thair
only deferss and protection — and too often thelr cwn
body procasses bacome allies to the guickening of thair
deaths, a5 with numerous cases of dysentery and
diarrhies. Saill, more has been spent on hotsl bills for
Indian-related problemesobeing meetings, conferences,
and comsntions, than has been spent on nesded kous-
ing in recant years. Moare is being spent from federsl
andl tribal fund sounoes on swch declshon-making activ-
Ithes than i being committed to assist but two-thirds of
Indisn college students having desperats financial nead.
Rather, lew decisions are made, and less problems
sodvid, baceuss there has developed an Insensithvity 1o
conscience which ‘s #liminsted basic standards of ac-
oountabdilty, Indlan eommunities have become frag:
manted in governmanial, socisl, and constitutional
functions as they have become restructured or destrsc-
tedl oo dccommcclage the fragmentation n gowen ments
8l progremming and mhﬂirﬁm;hfﬂnrﬂ_ﬂdﬁu,
There is a need 1o reintegrate thss functions into the
lite and fabric of the communities,
Of treaty provisions standard to most Traaties, none has
benn brésched mone wiciously and often o thods deal-
ing with education = firgt by withdrawing aducation
processss From jurisdiction and responsibilitg of Indian
comimunities, and from the powers of Indian salf-
gavemment — and falllrng yat to restore authariny 1o
“"-""_P"“'Fh- aucapt through incraased funding of oid
adwisory and contract-delegation laws, or through con
trl by condusct schasl in the conditioned fonms and
syilemd devised by non-lndians, or athensiss commes:
ded by current populaeity. At minimum, Indian
Mations have o reclaim community dducation authior.
ity to sllow creative educstion processes in forms of
their free choice, in 2 system of federally-aanctionsd
unit or consolidated Indian digtricts, supporsd by a
rI'-1I:||l't-l;I".l_ recognition of acoreditation in all athar
systems in thies lamd.



Wounded Knee

THE LONGEST WAR: 1890 - 1973

The longest war that the United States gov-
ernment has ever waged has been against the
American Indians. The war has never ceased.
In 1890 federal troups massacred 300 unarmed
Indians at Wounded EKnee, South Dakota. In
1973 the government again mustered its forces
against the Indian people of the Pine Ridge
Reservation who had gathered at Wounded Knee
to protest the continuing injustices to their
people and the government's wviolation of their
treaty rights under the 1868 Treaty.

On February 27, within hours of calling for
aid from the American Indian Movement, mem-
bers of the Oglala Sicux Civil Rights Organ-
ization and its supporters were surrounded.
Police set up roadblocks, cordoned off the
area and began arresting people leaving
Wounded Enee. The Oglala Pecple prepared

to defend themselves against government
aggression - once again.

o

!

Under Heavy fire from government troops and
local wvigilantes; the Oglala people liberated
the village for 71 days - from February 27

to May 8 - establishing the Independent
Oglala ¥ation. Two Indian meh, Buddy Lamont
and Frank Clearwater, were killed in the
fight for thelr treaty rights.

Like its history of broken treaties, the government failed .o honor the
agreements ending the liberation of Wounded Knee signed on April 5 and May 5,
The liberator=s asked for, and the Wounded Enee trials support, three basic
demands:

Lo A treaty commission {Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs) should exam-
ine the 371 treaties the United States has made - and broken - with Indian

people. Rights should be enforced by law. The Oglala people should receive

control of their reservation, as spelled out in the Treaty of 1868.

2. Repeal of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, a major weapon in rob-
bing Indians of their treaty-guaranteed reservation lands, and a means of
setting up white-controlled puppet governments. On Pine Ridge, hold new
elections with impartial observers protecting against violence and fraud

in the election.

3. ERemove theée Bureau of Indian Affairs from the U.S5. Department of Interior

- itz eil/mineral/park interests conflict with Indian interests - and

make the BIA an independent agency. On Pine Ridge, there should be an in-
dependent investigation of the BIA's handling of Indian affairs, and an in=-
dependent audit of the tribe's books and land rent records.



I WILL STAND WITH MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS, I WILL TELL THE TRUTH ABOUT WEI
WE WENT TO WOUNDED ENEE, I WILL FIGHT FOR MY PBOFLE. I WILL LIVE FOR THEM.
AND IF IT IS NECESSARY TO STOP THE TERRIELE THINGS THAT HAPPEN TO INDIANS ON
FINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, I AM EEADY TO DIE FOR THEM,

-=FPadro Bissonetts, Wounded Enee liberator and
soalal astivist on Pine Ridge Ressrvationi killed by Bureau of Indian Affairs
police on Oetober 17, 1973, Pine Ridge, S, Dakocta.
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——24 PEOPLE STILL AWAIT TRIAL—
SUPPORT THEIR LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

Fund Raising-

Contact people in your community who might be willing to offer finaneial support
in lump sums or menthly pledeges,

Pablielty-

Write to leecal and natlional media asking for fair and detailed coverage of
these trials and other Native American struggles., Distribute literature and
circulate patitions. (more information availible from Wounded Knee Suppert
Committee-MSU, student offices, Unich Bldg).

Donations-

The government has already spent millions of dollars on prosecution, while

the defense exists on the brink of insolvency dependent on contributions from
concerned individuals, Contributions geo toward maintaining 3 legal offices,
and payine for room and board expenses of volunteer lawyers. The legal defense
is in urrent need of funds at the present time--funds that are necessary to
ensure an adequate legal counsel for the remainine 24 people who still have

to stand trial for demonstrating at Wounded Knee 1973, (In addition to these
cases, the legal defense is representing 30 other Native Americans who par-
ticipated in other Wounded Knee-related protests occurring in Custer and Sioux

Falls, S, Dekota,) Flease send your donation to help balance the scales of justice,

‘_-———_—‘ﬂ.ﬂ_—'—_“———_—__-

WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL DEFEVSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE
P.0. BOX 918 COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA 51501

ENCLOSED IS MY DOMATION OF § FOR THE DEFENSE,

FLEASE PUT ME ON THE NEWSLETTER MAILING LIST.
(ENCLOSE ATLEAST $1.00 TO COVER COSTS).

NAME FHONE

ADDRESS

/ WOUNDED  EKNEE  SUPPORT COMMITIEE - Ny
58 pass along s form a vou do not use it)
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PEDRO BISSONETTE

VICE PRESIDENT OF OGLALA SIOUX CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATION
COMMITTED TO THE LIBERATION OF ALL INDIAN PEOPLES
MURDERED BY BIA POLICE, OCTOBER 17, 1973

DEDICATION

To Buddy Lamont, Frank Clearwater, Clarence Cross, Pedro
Bissonette and to all the efforts and lives given in struggle

for the Indian people, their children and their unborn.



WOUNDED KNEE 1973

The Indian peoples who have tried to function through the
White man's system since the Indian Recrganization Act of 1934,
wno have seen their land taken away and their hopes destroyed,
saw the first real effort in years to regain power over their
lives in the liberation of Wounded Knee.

Hundrods of Indians representing more than 75 different
tribes, supported the just demands of the Oglala Sioux pecple
on Pine Ridge reservation at the risk of their lives and their
freedom. The Sioux, like every Indian tribe in the country

have ceded land to the U.S. Government; and in payment for
that land the U.S. Government is supposed to provide us with
certain goods and services. They don't do it. Instead of

providing serwvices, they provide tyranny.

At Wounded Enee, we finally said, "The hell with that.
You are going to honor your treaty with us from now on and
we are going to forece you to do that because if you don't,
you will have to kill us." That was the point of Wounded Knee.

We have a treaty that is 105 years old and for 105 years
it has been continually wviolated. It is time for the United
States to live up to its pledges to the Indilans. The United
States has signed 371 treaties with Indian peoples and the
result of these treaties is that our water has been stolen,
our minerals have been stolen, and our land has been stolen.

All this must be paid for retroactively and in perpetuity.

We are the landlords of this country and at Wounded EKnee
we showed up to collect. These treaties supersede any state
laws and, in fact, prevall over federal law. If the country is
going to live up to 1ts constitution, then in fact it must live
up to its treaty commitments. We s+ill have to go to court to
ascertain our treaty rights. Once again we have to rely on the
White Man and wait for him to give us the right we already have.
If he goes against his constitution and convicts us, we will
prove to the world that this ig really a police state instead
of a free country. The wounded Knee trials are the most important
of tne century. Tney will expose how america practices its founding
philosophy .

--Statement by the American Indian Movement, November 1973
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STATEMENT BY LAKOTA WOMAN WHO PARTICIPATED IN LIBERATION OF WOUNDED KNEE

Tne longest war that the United States government has ever waged
has been against the American Indians. The war has never ceased. In
the year 1973, from February 27 to May 8 there was the Independent
Oglala Nation, established within the boundaries of the State of South
Dakota, United States of America. No United States officials had any
power within the borders of this new nation. No taxes were paid to
any level of the United States government. This tiny piece of land
was surrounded by United States troops, armored personnel carriers,
helicopters, a daily barrage of bullets, a blockage of all medical
and food supplies. No services were supplied by any governmental
agency other than that created by the Oglala people in their own
independent nation.

For the first time in many years, the Oglala pecple could organize
themselves according to their ancient spiritual values and ways of life--
the Indian Way. The life of the Indian people is their spirituality.

We were free! It was the first time that we had ewver known freedom.

We ran a hospital, a school for our children, we had a common commissary.,
we ran our own security force to enforce our borders. Pecople got
married, babies were born in a free land. For 71 days there was power

in the hands of the Indian pecple. Men and women stood side by side

in the kitchen, in the bunkers, on patrol, in the hospital and in

the schools, and at the constant negotiations with the United States
government. The governing body of the Oglala Independent Nation con-
sisted of every resident.

(4)



TREATY WITH THE SIOUX—-BRULE, OGLALA, MINICONJOU,
YANKTONAI, HUNKPAPA, BLACKFEET, CUTHEAD, TWO KETTLE, " =™
SANS ARCS, AND SANTEE - AND ARAPAHO, 1868. 15 a0
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Articre 1. From this day forward all war hetween the parties to this
agrecment shall forever cease,  The Government of the United States Ui, 500
desirves peace, and its honor is hereby pledged to keep it.  The Indians resied et '
desire peace, and they now pledge their honor to maintain it.

[t had men among the whites, or among other people subject to the
anthority of the United States, shall commit any wrong upon the per-
=on o property of the Indians, the United States will, upon proof made
to the agent and forwarded to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at _
Washington City. proceed at once to cause the offender to be arrested we whitve . o pi-
and punished according to the laws of the United States, and dlso fshed
re-imburse the injured person for the loss sustained.

If bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or depredation
upon the person or property of any one, white, black, or Ill{ﬂml, suh-

]‘I{ﬂnt to the authovity of the United States, and at peace therewith, the LAlayes.
ndians hercin named solemnly agree that they will, upon proof made

to their agent and notice by him, deliver up the wrunf-r{‘m:-r to the

United States, to he tried and punished according to its laws; and

in case they wilfully refuse so to do, the person injured shall be
re-imbursed for his loss from the annuities or other moneys due or to

become due to them under this or other treatics made with the United

States. And the President, on advising with the Commissioner of

Indian Affairs, shall preseribe such rules and regulations for ascer-

taining damages under the provisions of this article as in his judgment .
may he proper. But no one sustaining loss while violating the pro- ames oo "o
visions of this treaty or the laws of the United States shall be
re-imbursed therefor.

Awrrcne 2. The United States agrees that the following distriet of
country, to wit, viz: commencing on the east hank of the Missouri
River where the forty-sixth parallel of north latitude crosses the same,
thence along low-water mark down said east bank to a point opposite
where the northern line of the State of Nebraska strikes the river,
thence west across said river, and along the northern line of Nebraska
to the one hundred and fourth degree of longitude west from Green-
wich, thence north on said meridian to a point where the forty-sixth
parallel of north latitude intercepts the same, thence due east alon
said parallel to the place of beginning: and in addition thereto, a
existing reservations on the east bank of said river shall be, and the
same is, set apart for the absolute and undisturbed use and occupation " S PN ot
of the Indians Lerein named, and for such other friendly tribes op thereon.
individual Indians as from time to time they may be willing, with the
consent of the United States, to admit amongst them; and the United
States now solemnly agrees that no persons except those herein
designated and authorized =o to do, and except such officers, agent=,
and employés of the Government as may be authorized to enter upon
Indian reservations in discharge of duties enjoined by law, shall ever
he permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory
deseribed in this article, or in such terrvitory as may be added to this
reservation for the use of said Indians, and henceforth they will and
do hereby relinguish all claims or right in and to any portion of the
[nited States. or Territories, except such as is embraced within the
limits afore-aid, and except as hereinafter provided.

Awticre 3. 1f it should appear from nctual survey or other satis. | it ot
factory examination of said tract of land that it contains less than one et t o
hundred and sixty acres of tillable land for each person whao, at the
time, may be authorized to reside on it under the provisions of this
treaty, and a very considerable number of such persons shall he dis-
posed to commence cultivating the soil as farmers, the United States
agrees to set apart, for the use of said Indians, us herein provided, (5)



snch additional quantity of arable land, adjoining to said reservation,
or as near to the same as it can be obtained, as may be required to
provide the necessary amount.

ArTicLe 4. The United States agrees, at its own proper expense, to
construct at some place on the Missouri River, near the center of said
reservation, where timber and water may be convenient, the following
buildings, to wit: a warehouse, a store-room for the use of the agent
in storing goods belonging to the Indians, to cost not less than twenty-
five bundred dollars; an agency-building for the residence of the
agent, to cost not exceeding three thousand dollars; a residenee for
the physician, to cost not more than three thousand dollars; and five
other buildings, for a carpenter, farmer, blacksmith, miller, and engi-
neer, each to cost not exceeding two thousand dollars; also a school-
house or mission-building, so soon as a suflicient number of children
can be induced by the agent to attend school, which shall not cost
exceeding five thousand dollars,

The United States agrees further to cause to he erected on said
reservation, near the other huildings herein authorized, a good steam
cireular-saw mill, with o grist-mill and shingle-machine attuched to the
same, to cost not exceeding eight thousand dollars,

ArTIcLE 5. The United States agrees that the agent for said Indians
shall in the future make his home at the agency-building: that he
shall reside among them, and keep an oftice open at all times for the
purpose of prompt and diligent inquiry into such matters of com-
plaint by and against the Indians as may he presented for investiga-
tion under the provisions of their treaty stipulations, as also for the
faithful discharge of other dutics enjoined on him by law.  In all
cases of depredation on person or property: he shall cause the evidence
to he taken in writing and forwarded, together with his findings, to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose decision, subjeet to the
revision of the Seeretary of the Interior. shall be binding on the
purties to this treaty.

AnticrLe 6. If any individual belonging to said tribes of Indians, or
legally incorporated with them, being the head of a family, shall
desire to commence farming, he <hall have the privilege to e=lect, in
the presence and with the assistance of the agent then in charge, a
truct of land within said reservation, not exceeding three huudrmfuml
twenty acres in extent, which truct, when so sclected, certified, and
recorded in the * land-honlk.” as herein direeted. shall cense to be held
in commaon, but the same mav be occupied and held e the exclusive
possession of the person selecting it, and of his family, o long as he
or they may continue to cultivate it.

Any person over eighteen years of age, not heing the head of o
faumily, may in like manner select and cause to be certiied to him or
hor, for purposes of cultivation, a quantity of land not exeecding cighty
aeres in extent, and thereupon be entitled to the exelusive possession
of the swne s above directed.

For each tract of land =o =selected a certificate, containing a deserip-
tion thercof and the name of the person selecting ity with @ certificate
endorsed thereon that the suue has been recorded, shall be delivered
to the party entitled 1o it, by the agent, after the =ame shall have
bieen reeorded by him in a book to be kept in his office, subject to
i<t ion, which =ail book shall be known as the ** Sioux Land Book.™

The President may, at any time, order a survey of the re~ervation,
and, wnenso survey ed, Congress shall provide for protecting the vighits
of =uiil settlersin their improvements, and may fix the character of the
title held by each.  The United States may passsuch laws on the sub-
ject of aulivnation and descent of property between the Indians and
their descendants as mayv be thought proper.  And it is further stipu-
luted that any male Indians, over eighteen years of age, of any hand
or tribe that is or shall hereafter become a gurtj' to hjl.u. treaty, who
now is or who shall hereafter become a vesident or oceupant of any
reservation or Territory not included in the tract of country designated
and deseribed in this treaty for the permanent home of the Indians,
which is not mineral land, nor reserved hy the United States for spe-
cial purposes other thun Indian occupation, and who shall have made
improvements thereon of the value of two hundred dollars or more,
amll continuonsly occupied the same as a homestead for the term of
three vears, shall be entitled to receive from the United States o patent
for one hundred and sixty ucres of land including his said improve-
ments, the same to be in the form of the legal 5“*1'5:“""4“"‘? of the sur-
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annually appropriated for a period of thirty vears, while such persons
roam and hunt, and twenty dollars for e person who engages in
farmiog, to be used by the Secretary of the Interior in the purchase of
such articles as from time to time the condition and necessities of the
Indians may indicate to be proper.  And if within the thirty years, at
any time, it shall appear that the amount of money needed for eloth-
ing under this article can be appropriated to hetter uses for the Indians
named herein, Congress may, by law, change the appropriation to other
purposes: but in no event shail the amount of this appropriation he
withdrawn or discontinued for the period named.  And the President
shall annually detail an officer of the Army to be present and attest the
delivery of all the goods herein named to the Indians, and he <hall
inspect and report on the quantity and quality of the goods and the
manner of their delivery, nd it is hereby expressly stipulated that
each Indian over the agre of four vears, who shall have removed to and
settled permanently upon said reservation and complied with the stip-
ulations of this treaty, shall be entitled to receive from the United
States, for the period of four vears after he shall have settled upon
suitl reservation, one pound of meat and one pound of flour per 1|ﬁ:1|,'1
provided the Indians cannot furnish their own subsistence at an carlier
date.  Awd it s further stipulated that the United States will furnish
andd deliver to each lodge of Indians or family of persons legally incor-
porated with them, who shall remove to the resevvation herein deseribod
and commence farming, one good American cow, and one good well-
hroken pair of American oxen within sixty days after such lodge or
fumily ﬁ‘lﬂ." have so settled upon said veservation.

ArTicLe 11 In consideration of the advantages and benefits con-
ferred by this treaty, und the many pledges of friendship by the
[:!Ij'lt"fl States, the tribes who are I|1:11'tiu~_a Lo this arrecment hereby
stipulate that they will relinguish all vight to oceupy permancatly the
territory outside their ceservation as herein detined, but vet reserve
the right to hunt on anv lands north of North Platte, and on the
fepublican Fork of the Smoky Hill River, o lone as the buillo nes
range thereon in sueh numbers as to justify the ehase,  And they. the
i Tndians, further expressly agree; ‘ )

1. That ”“'-J‘ will witheraw all op wition to the construction of
the sailroads now beine built on the I,Ei"ﬁ_

2. That they will permit the peaceful construction of any railrosd
" iIMHH“"H over their rescrvation as herein defined, |

3d. That they will notattack any persons at home, or travelling, nor
molest or disturb any wagon-trains, coanchos, mules, or cattle belong-
ing to the people of the United States, or to persons friendly therewith,

+th. They will never capture, orearry off from the settlements, white
women or children, )
| ath. They will never kill or sealp white men, nor attempt to do them
LLI'TT,

tith. They withdraw all pretence of opposition to the construetion of
the railroad now heing bui t along the Platte River and westward to
L!m Pacitic Oceun, :uurtluq.' will not in future objeet to the construe-
Lon of rilroads, wagon-roads, mail-stations, or other works of utility
or necessity, which may be ordered or permitted by the laws of the
United States.  But should such roads or other works be constructed
on the lands of their reservation, the Govermuent will pay the tribe
wha.ver wmount of damage may be assessed by three disinterested
comntissioners to he appointed by the President for that purpose, one
af sid eommissioners to be o ehief or hewd-man of the tribe,

ith. They agree to withdraw all opposition to the military posts or
ronds now established south of the North Ilatte River, or that may be
extablizhed, not in violation of treaties herctofore made or hercafter
tor e mande with any of the Indian tribes.

Awrricre 12 No treaty for the cession of any portion or part of the
reservition herein deseribed which may be held 1in common shall he of
any validity or foree as against the said Indians, unless exeented and
~igned Dy at least three-fourths of all the adult male Indjans., oreupy -
ing or interested in the same; and no cession by the tribe shall be
understood or construed in such manner as to deprive, without his
consent, any individual member of the tribe of his right:-; to any tract
of land seleeted by him, as provided in article 6 of this treaty.

(8)
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Aweriene 13 The United States hereby agrees to furnish annually
to the Indians the physician, teachers, carpenter, miller, engineer,
farmper, and blacksmiths= as herein wrlutnl'rt;lhltr-d, and that such Aappro-
grr'*'-.fir.nna' <hall b made from time to time, on the estimates of the Sec-
retary of the Totevior, ns will he suflicient to employ sticch persons.

Anrrene 14 1t b= serreed that the sum of five hundred dollars annu-
;||E_'- . foor three Vs froerny 4!;1“*-‘ -HI:,;;H Figs n'x[mnc]l-ll e lll‘lh.i{"n'l_'-'. fon thr':
fen peersons of said tribe who in the judgment of the agent may grow
Hie iost valuable erops for the respective year.

Arerrene 1o, The Todians herein named surree that when the agencey-
hangses ot other eaildinges shall be cot=trncted on the reservation named,
thev will reenrd sand reservation theiv permancat home, and they
will e no prernsment setiboment cl=cwhere: bt Ihn}' <hall have the
riohits subject 1o the conditions- amd modifications of this treaty, to
hnt, as .ﬁli[lll]ﬂh'fl it Avtiele T hereof.

Avriene Da The United States hereby aerees and .*-tiplllulﬂ!-i that

Phe countey north of the Narth Platte River and cast of the summits

of e Hig.l Lorn Monntain= shall be held and considered to be unceded
Lacdian territory, sl also stipalates and agrees that no white person
or persons shall be permitted to settle upon or oveupy any portion of
the same: or without the consent of the Poediaons st bad aned nf-‘vtilllT:lf-“-l-.
to pass through the same: and it i= further sereed by the United
States that within ninety dayvs after the conclusion of peace with all
the bands of the Sioux Nation, the militey po-t= now v=tuhili=hed in
the territory in this article named shall be abandoned, and t|ul.!. the
road leading to them and by them to the <ettlements in the Territory
of Montana shall be closed.

Anticne 17. It is hereby expressly understood and agreed by and
hetween the respective partics to this treaty thut the execution of this
treaty and its ratification by the United States Senate shall have the
effect. and shall be construed as abrogating and annulling all treaties
and agreements heretofore entered into between the respective parties
hereto, so far as such treaties und agreements ohligate the United
States to furnist and provide money, :-Iutllaing', or other urln:I_m of
property to such Indians and bands of Indians as becomne parties to
this treaty, but no further. _ o

I testimony of all which, we, the said .commissioners, and we, the
chicfs and headmen of the Brulé band of the Sioux nation, have here-
unto =et our hands and scals at Fort [Laramie, Dakota Territory, this
twenty-ninth day of April, in the year one thousand eight hundred

and sixty-eight.

W. T. Sherman, SEAL.
Lieutenant-General.

. Wm. 5. Harney, —[SEAL.]
Brevet Major-General U. S, Army.
' John 3. Sanhorn, [SEAL.]
S, F. Tappun, iSI-:AL,{

C. C. Augur, |SEAL.

Brevet Major-General.

Alfred H. Terry, [sEaL.]

Brevet Major-General U. 5. Army.

N. (3. Tavlor, PF,AL.}

Attest: _ 1
A. S, H. White, Secretary.
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AGREEMENT —— MAY 5, 1973

(These are the combined written and verbal
agreements of April 5 and May 5, 1973.)

TO EFFECT THE MAY 1973 MEETINGS BETWEEN WHITE HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES
AND HEADMEN BND CHIEFS OF THE TETON SIOUX CONTEMPLATED IN THE APRIL 5,
1973 AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES, IT IS AGREED THAT BOTH THE DIS-
POSSESSION OF ARMS OF THE OCCUPANTS OF WOUNDED KNEE AND THE END OF

THE ARMED OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED ENEE WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE
FOLLOWING MANNER:

--Starting at 7:00 A.M. , Wednesday, May 9, 1973 the Government
will remove all its APC's(Army Personnel Carriers)from the Wounded
EKnee perimeter and put cone chief or headman in each government
bunker. The occupants of Wounded Knee will simultaneously evacuate
all their bunkers, roadblocks, other fortifications and buildings ,
and assemble at the Tipi Chapel, where all weapons, ammunition,
explosives and explosive devices will be turned over to the Com-
munity Relations Service. CRS will transport the weaponry to the
old tipi site for examination by government officials. Those
weapons whicn are both legal, and tagged in a manner identifying
the owners, will be returned to the owners within 24 hours. &All
illegal weapons and untagged weapons will be seized. A list of
all weapcns shall be delivered through CRS to the government by
5:00 P.M., Sunday, May 6, 1973 so that the weapons turned over
to the government on May 9, 1973 can be checked against the
May 6,1973 list. Nineteen CRS personnel are to be in Wounded
Knee Tuesday and Wednesday.

——After CRS has turned all weapons over to government officials, the
occupants of Wounded Knee will divide themselves into three groups
for processing: Occupants with outstanding arrest warrants, fol-
lowed by resident occupants present prior to February 26, 1973 and
then all others.

Occupants with outstanding arrest warrants will submit to arrest
and be taken to Rapid City as soon as arrangements can be made for
prompt arraignment, and after dispossession of arms. Sufficient
government personnel will be available for immediate court ap-
pearance. The government will make no bond or terms of release
recommendations.

The government may photograph at the scene occupants against whom
there are no outstanding arrest warrants (a dozen or so of whom

may be subject to arrest despite the absence of a warrant). Either
positive identification or fingerprints and current addresses may
alsc be obtained.

No permanent residents will be interviewed at the time of the iden-
tification process but all nonpermanent residents and nonresidents
may be interviewed and may consult with an attorney beforehand

if desired.
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~--After those occupants who have been arrested are en route to Rapid
City, and the "all other" group is en route from the Pine Ridge
reservation, the permanent residents will be escorted to their homes
by government officials and consent to a search, monitored by at-
torneys, for snipers, weapons, and other dangercus devices conly
with a minimum of inconvenience to the occupants. Any such snipers,
weapons, and dangerous devices found will be removed. All sub-
seguent searches if any will be conducted pursuant to court order.

—--When the government is satisfied that Wounded Enee is safe for
occupancy, government bunkers will be evacuated and covered over;
Wounded Knee bunkers will be covered over by government officials;
government roadblocks will be eliminated; and a residual force of
marshals and FBI personnel will be stationed on the Pine Ridge
Reservation to protect against further confrontations and the
vigation of individual rights, until such time as the situation
within the Pine Ridge Reservation is sufficiently defused and
stable. It is contemplated that the presence of a portion of this
force will be reguired in Wounded Knee for a periocd of time sub-
sequent to the end of the confrontation.

Lawful access to, from and within the Pine Ridge Reservation shall
be resumed. No person engaged in lawful political activity in con-
nection with reservation affairs shall be interfered with.

--The government agrees to mount an intensive investigation, not only
in the Wounded Knee area, but throughout the Pine Ridge Reservation,
in order to identify violations of federal criminal law which may
have been, are being, or will be committed, on the Pine Ridge
Reservation, including violations occurring under the color of
law, or by abuse of any governing authority.

--The government agrees to an audit by an agency outside the De-
partment of Interior of tribal funds and their utilization, of
federal program funding provided to the Oglala Sioux and of police
financing on the Pine Ridge Reservation. The results, including
supportive data which can be appropriately revealed, will be made
public.

--The Department of Justice, upon a proper factual and legal basis
on authority of the Sioux Treaty and Agreements, and as specified
in the Act of April 11, 1968(Indian Bill of Rights), and in ac-
cordance with 25 U.S5. Code 175, shall:

a. Consider, and where appropriate, prepare and institute civil
suits to protect the personal, property, civil, political, and other
legal rights of all individual Oglala Sioux Indians against unlawful
uses or abuses by tribal governing authority;

b. Consider, and where appropriate, seek judicial restraint against
the application of alleged Tribal Council actions, ordinances, reso-
lutions, which have either been unlawfully or invalidly promulgated,
or which would only be applied in violation of the rights of in-
dividual tribal members;

¢. Consider, and where appropriate, seek judicial restraint against
the application and enforcement of any actions of the Dgl%la Tribal
court or judges, and of BIA or tribal police agencies, which would
effect a deprivation of rights of individual Oglala Sioux members.

d. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as_madifying the
provisons of the aforementioned statues and treaties.



U[xe THE 1868 TREATY WHICH THE LIBERATION OF WOUNDED KNEE SOUGHT T0

UPHOLD, ANU LIKE THE 371 OTHER TREATIES MADE BETWEEN THE U.S. GOVERN-

MENT AND THE
APRIL 5 AND AGAIN ON MAY &5 OF 1973 -- WERE IMMEDIATELY AND PERFUNC-

INDIAN PEOPLE, THE WOUNDED KNEE AGREEMENTS SIGNED ON

TORILY BROKEN.

the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Cffense Committee per-
sonally witnessed the disregard of the May 5 Agreement -- done in the
spirit of a recent statement by South Dakota Senator George McGovern:
"I think the treaties ?ere‘abrogated by an act of Congress over 100
years ago and that it is ridiculous to talk about the Treaty of 1868

being carried out."

Lawyers for

-=Almost simultaneously with the
signing of the Agreement, government
personnel shot flares and tracers
into the village, lighting the grass
and sending smoke fumes into the tipi. . [

--The agreement that the attorneys
would be present and supervise the
stand-down was ignored until one of
the defendants refused to leave the
area without an attorney, precipitat-
ing a near crisis.

--The agreement that those arrest-
ed would be taken to Rapid City was
initially violated by taking one
group to the Pine Ridge jail, precip-
itating another crisis.

--The U.S. Attorney has repeatedly
violated the promise not to make bond
recommendations, and instead has rec-
ommended and fought for outrageously
high bonds.

--The agreement provided that
permanent residents would be "es-
corted to their homes by govern-
ment officials", and that a
"search...monitored by attorneys"
:fmuld be conducted "with minimum
inconvenience to the occupants”.
This agreement was broken immedi-
ately and totally by the govern-
ment. The residents were not per-—
mitted to return to their homes
escorted or otherwise. The
search was conducted without the
presence of attorneys, who demand-
ed and were refused the right to
be present, and without the pre-
sence of the residents. Far from
I?E.an at a "minimum of inconven-
lence, the search actually was an
excuse for massive destruction of
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personal property and homes by government officials. _REPEﬂtEd vocif-
erous objections to these government procedures were ignored.

--The agreement that government roadblocks be eliminated was ignored
for days, as was the promise that lawful access would be resumed.

--Desipte the promise that lawful political activiFF would not be
interfered with - no political activity has been permitted on the res-
ervation unless approved by the tribal government.

--The promise to prevent civil rights wvioclations by government
authorities has been ignored; in fact terrorism on the reservation
has increased since the stand-down.

--None of the promised civil suits to protect the perscnal property
and civil, legal and political rights of Pine Ridge residents have
been instituted by the federal government.

--The promised actions against unlawful tribal council actions,
resolutions or ordinances have nct been taken.

--None of the promised actions against tribal courts or BIA police
have been taken.

They made us many promises,
More than I can remember,
But they never kept but one.

They promised to take our land
And they took it.

--Chief Red Cloud




CHRONOLOGY

BACKGROUND: Indians are the only ethnic group of people in the United
States who are under federal rather than state jurisdiction. The
Natlive American population is ruled by 33 volumes of BIA regulations,

5,000 federal statutes, 2,000 federal court decisions and 500 decisions
by the Attorney General.

The current Bureau of Indian Affairs' structure, created by the
Reorganization Act of 1834, basically is a front for militaristic

U. &. government control. 1t does not allow or recognize Indian
soveralgnty guaranteed in the Ft. Laramie Treaty of 1868. The
Bureau is intent on protecting the interests of non-tribal members.
It acts as a brokerage firm in leasing Indian land to non-Indians.

As a result, non-members, usually whites, have been able to amass
huge ranches on the reservations.

The BIA's "electicn" process is equally anti-Indian. The Bureau
imposed the white concept of elections on the Indian population - it
is completely foreign to the traditional Sioux government, which was
and is led by respected elders on a consensus basis. It resulted in
Dick Wilson becoming Tribal Chairman at Pine Ridge. 1In the 1972 BIA
sanctioned election, Wilson brought in non-residents from as far away
as Rapid City to vote for him. He also bought votes in exchange for

ligquor. Polling places were scarce and hard to reach for a majority
of the people.

In his first nine months as Pine Ridge Chairman, Wilson succeeded
in placing family menbers and friends in most of the key positions of
tribal government organizations. People who opposed Wilson lost their
jobs and suffered periodic harassment. In the first council meeting in
July, 1872, Wilson's regime adjourned the gathering before important
tribal business and district resolutions could be voted on. It was

evident that Wilson planned to rule with a U. 5. government sancticned
iron fist.

MOUNT RUSHMORE: Sit-ins at Mt. Rushmore, one in the fall of 1970 and
another in June, 1971, dramatized the Sioux Indians' grievances. Parti-
cipants claimed ownership of the monument and surrounding land because
of the government's failure to honor the Treatv of 1868. These sit-ins
also denounced racism toward Indian pecple and demanded a hearing bv

the Secretary of the Interior.

TRAIL OF BROKEN TREATIES: The Trail began cone vear after a caravan

of Indians had descended on Washington to protest the circumvention

of Louis Bruce's authority as Commissioner of the BIA. Seeing no

change in BIA policies despite an administration recrganization,

Indian groups across the country called on RIM teo help organize a

second caravan to D.C. It left, in Octoher, 1972, from three pointsg:

Los Angeles, S5an Francisco and Seattle. The purpose of the caravan

was to set up meetings with representatives of the administration, BI A
and Congress to negotiate the nine demands of the Trail of Broken Traas+iet
Pan American MNative Quest for Justice. The demands included disﬂuﬁﬁjmaxu;-
on a 20-point paper calling for "Renewal of Cuntrgcta, Reconstruction o f
Indian Communities and Securing an Indian Future in America.” The Trg31
ended in the take-over of the BIA headnuarters in Washington, D,C,

7
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E_:_’-Ei Lakb:  On May 10-16, 1972, AIM held a national convention at Cass
|

Lake, Leach Lake Reservation, Minnesota. At the invitation of the tribal
council they met with the town leaders and resort owhers to discuss in-
vasions of Indian fishing rights by the sports fishermen who converge

on Cass Lake. A blockade of the reservation was called off after

negotl ations.

ﬁj'I'TSBI.JUPI': A Chicanc-Indian group invited representatives of AIM to
a unity conference in Scottsbluff, MNebraska, on January l3th and 14th
1973,

Despite promises that there would be no harassment, police began
arresting participants that night and continued the arrests throughout
the weekend. Approximately thirty peeople were arrested. Some people
were assaulted by police. Charges are still pending. There are
approximately ten court cases.

CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA: On February 6, 1973, more than 200 Tndian pecple
marched on the Custer Courthouse to protest the murder of ‘esley Bad
Heart Bull by a white Custer business man who received a tuwo-month
suspended sentence. & police riot ensued. Thirtyv perscons were arrested,
among them Sarah Bad Heart Bull, the mother of the murdered man. She
was held on $5,000 bail and faces a possible 20 wvear Hjail term, She

is one of 19 people who have been indicted for their protest against
what they termed "the dual system of justice in South Dakota."

THE  SIEGE

On February 26, 1973, the Civil Rights Organization on the Pine
Ridge Reservation met openly to discuss their grievances concerning
the tribal government and the BIA, Since similar meetings had produced
no results, the people decided to ask for some assistance from AIM.

After another open meeting on February 27 a caravan of some 300
people drove to Wounded Enee Village, site of the 1890 massacre and
a prime example of the treatment of Indians since the European invasion.
Ironically, the number of Indians in 1973 was approximately the same as
the number massacred less than 100 years ago.

On arrival the pecple continued the meetings that brought them to
Wounded Knee. Within hours police had set up roadblocks, cordoned off
the area and began arresting people leaving the town. The people
prepared to defend themselves against the government's aggression.

The federal government brought in armored personnel carriers and an
arsenal of weapons, including AR-15's, M-16's, 30, 50 and 60 caliber
machine guns as well as grenade launchers, flares, CS gas and heli-
copters. BIA police, FBI and local vigilantes ringed the area. Hun-
dreds of thousands of rounds of ammunition were fired inte Wounded
Knee: flares were shot off, burning up the countryside; and gas was
released to rout the defenders.

(15}



on April 5, after holding off the government for 37 days, the
residents of the Fine Rlﬂge Reservation and le;dErs of AIM signed a
6 point agreement with White House representatives. Russell Means
called the agregment "a small victory, a preliminary victory in the
war with the United States over our treaty rights." The agreement
provided for a meeting between traditional Indian leaders and White
House representatives to re-examine U. 5. obligations under the 1868
Treaty, investigation of the functioning of the BIA and tribal gov-
ernments on the Raservgtiun and inguiring into possible viclations
of civil rights and criminal laws. Promise of a preliminary meeting
immediately after the signing of the agreement was instantly broken
when the government demanded the Indians first surrender their arms
and submit to arrest - a direct contradiction to the disarmament
anderstanding reached during negotiations. The Indian people did
not surrender. It was a month before a new agreement was signed and
the people of Wounded Knee at last left the Village.

The government siege claimed its first life on April 17 when
sniper fire hit Frank Clearwater in the head as he rested in the
Episcopal Church. He died April 25th. Then on April 27, another
defender, Buddy Lamont, was killed in a bunker while the village was
under heavy fire.

The government tried starving out the defenders. Only food and
medical supplies that were smuggled in by night reached the people.
The goon squad roadblock set up by Dick Wilson and tacitly supported
by the government was in direct violation of a Federal Court order
won by the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee. Communica-
tions were cut for over a month and the press was prevented from
getting first-hand information. Freedom of the press was obstructed
throughout the liberation. Communications with attorneys and negoti-
ations with government officials were continually hampered.

On April 28 negotiations began for the first time since the
abortive April 5 "peace" settlement. On May 5 an agreement was
reached for disarmament dnd on May 8 the siege ended and the Village
was evacuated. After 71 days an agreement had been reached.

The primary issues in the accord were a re-examination of the
1868 Fort Laramie Treaty and a democratized tribal government. AS
with the 1B6B Treaty, the government still has not implemented its
latest agreement with the Sioux people. Instead, 317 people are
charged with conspiracy, larceny and numerous other charges.

"////5 E-H‘*l e €
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THE AFTERMATH ... HARASSMENT

Residents of the Pine Ridge Reservation requested the support
of the American Indian Movement when it became clear that they could
no longer stand up alone to the vioclence of the federal government,
as carried out by the BIA police and Dick Wilson's official terrcrist
"goon sguad." Wounded Knee 1973 strengthened the unity of the pecple
against these strongarm tactics but at the same time led to an increase
in the harassment from the moment the siege was ended and Wilson felt
his stranglehold weakening.

In total disregard for the May 5 Agreement, BIA police, unattended
by impartial observers, swept through the wvillage, breaking into every
automobile, prving copen every trunk, smashing down even unlocked doors,
ripping apart and confiscating the personal belongings of Wounded Knee
families and Indian holy men.

But the harassment and violence did not stop there. Several sup-
porters of the liberation were fired from their jobs, including the
director of the Community Health Representative program and five em-
ployees of the Public Health Service hospital. Although their dis-
missal was overturned by the unemployment compensation board, the
Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee has filed a suit, Janis
et al. v. Wilson et al., on their behalf.

On most occasions, the harassment has far exceeded loss of jobs,
withholding of welfare checks or arrests without cause. Beatings by
BIA police and goons have become a fact of life for residents of the
reservation. Homes have been firebombed and shot at, including those
of Frank Fool's Crow, a traditional Sioux chief; Eddie White Dress, a
former policeman who stayed inside Wounded Knee during the liberation;
and Severt Young Bear, a vocal AIM supporter and district councilman
for Porcupine. One such incident resulted in nine-year-old Mary Ann
Little Bear losing sight in one eye as the car she was riding in with
her family was shot at by goon squad leaders John Hussman, Francis
Randall and Woody Richards. Law enforcement officials were notified,
but when FBI agents arrived--hours later--they made a cursory survey
of the area and left, taking no statements and no action. Meanwhile,
members of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee investi-
gations team had taken 20 signed statements by witnesses.

That such violence could go uninvestigated and unchecked made
almost inevitable the murders of Clarence Cross and Pedro Bissonette.
Clarence Cross, his brother Vernal, and their friend, William Spotted
Eagle, were asleep in a car, en route to their home in Kyle, South
Dakota. They were awakened and shot by two members of the BIA police
force, who took Billy into the sguad car. Clarence, mortally wounded,
was left lying in the road. He died several weeks later as a result
of these injuries and this neglect. Vernal was shot twice, then maced
as he lay seriously wounded in his car. Vernal continues to be the
subject of violence, his home shot at on many occasions, his car pur-
sued as far as Rapid City, over 100 miles away, and his life threaten-
ed - as he aids the Wounded EKnee Legal Defense/0Offense Committee in an
effort to bring his brother's murderers to justice.
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Pedro Bissonette was murdered on October 17 by members of the
BIA police. Much evidence has come to light that federal and tribal
authorities conspired to cover up facts and alter hospital records.
It appears that the official account of Pedro's death --
the murder weapon, the time of death, the distance and angle of the
shots, and Pedro's alleged possession of a gun--is a fabrication.
A founder and officer of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization,
and a leading figure during the 7l1-day liberation, Pedro was perhaps
the most important defense witness for the upcoming trials. He had
personal and extensive knowledge of the way that BIA police, Wilson's
goon squad, and the FBI, the Justice Department and the courts have
been acting together against Indians working for self-determination
and recognition of their civil rights. Again, although the Wounded
¥nee Legal Defense/Offense Committee has carried cut a broad invest-
igation, neither the BIA police nor the FBI has done anything more
than guestion its own agents and harass the more than 2000 people
who came to pay their respects and express their grief and cutrage
at the three-day wake and funeral.

But the reservation residents say it is more important than evexr
to carry on the fight to live freely as Indian pecple on Indian land.
Russell Means' landslide vote in the primary election for tribal pres—
ident was a major victory in that fight. People withstood rampant
intimidaticen arocund election time and will continue to challenge
Wilson's rule; a rule made possible only through viclation of pecple’'s
civil rights and of tribal laws.

I will stand with my brothers and sisters.

I will tell the truth about them and about
why we went to Wounded Knee.

I will fight for my people.

I will live for them.

And if it is necessary to stop the terrible
things that happen to Indians on the Pine
Ridge Reservation, I am ready to die for them.

--Pedro Bissonette, June 27, 1973
(18)



SUMMARY OF LEGAL CASES

When the siege of Wounded Knee ended,the front lines moved from the
bunkers on Indian land to the United States Courts. There were over 400
arrests and now 271 cases are pending in federal, state and tribal
courts. The cases cover civil, criminal and tribal charges.

The Wounded Enee Legal Defense/Offense Committee will represent all
defendants in the federal Wounded Knee cases; in the tribal cases; in
cases resulting from the protest at Custer, 5.D. preceding the libera-
+ion of Wounded Knee and in other criminal cases in Scottsbluff, Neb-
raska, Phoenix, Arizona, Cheyenne, Wyoming and Rapid City, South Dakota.

LEADERSHIP CASES

The first of the leadership trials, the trial of Russell Means
and Dennis Banks, began on January 8, 1974, in St. Paul, Minn. be-
fore Chief Judge Fred J. Nichol of South Dakota who moved the case
te St. Paul for trial. Clyde Bellecourt, Carter Camp, Leonard Crow
Dog and Stan Holder will be tried under identical indictments in St.
paul. Pedro Bissonette, killed by BIA police on October 17, 1973 was
a seventh conspiracy defendant and a key defense witness. Judge
Nichol denied the defense motion to consolidate all the conspiracy
cases.

THE INDICTMENTS - On March 13, 1973 a Federal Grand Jury returned

a number of indictments including separate nine
count indictments against Russell Means, Dennis Banks, Clyde Bellecourt,
Carter Camp and Pedro Bissonette. These indictments were each
mimecgraphed copies of each other with only the names changed.
Approximately forty other persons were indicted at the same time,
the largest group for alleged acts concerning the Trading Post at
wWounded Knee and conspiracy to commit the same.

Subsequently each of the five persons were named in
identical two count indictments and at the same time Stanley Holder
and Leonard Crow Dog were named im 11 count indictments. The result
was that each faced the same 11 charges. These charges were, Count
I (burglary), Count II (larceny), Count III (assault on a federal
officer), Counts IV and V (impeding federal officers in the course
of a civil disorder), Count VI (arson of a motor vehicle), Count
VII (possession of unauthorized firearms), Count VIII (theft of
a motor vehicle) and Count IX (conspiracy to commit each of the
other acts). Counts I and II of the additional indictments, often
referred to as Counts XI and XII are additional assault on federal
officer charges. Count VI (arson of a motor vehicle) has been dis-
missed by the Court as improper.

THE TRIAL JUDGE - All cases were originally set before Federal Judge
Andrew Bogue of Rapid City. A massive series of
affidavits were served showing Judge Bogue's prejudice against all
the defendants. Judge Bogue removed himself from the Russell Means
and Dennis Banks cases but refused to remove himself from the others.
A writ of mandamus was filed in the Court of Appeals (B8th Circuit)
which transferred the Bellecourt, Camp, Bissonette and Holder and
Crow Dog cases to Judge Fred J. Nichol, who then had the Means and
Banks cases, but refused to remove Judge Bogue from the other cases.
Judge Bogue subsegquently removed himself from the trial of the cases,
though he continued to preside during pre-trial stages. IFederal judges
from MNebraska and North Dakota are now scheduled to preside over the
"non-leadership” cases. (19)




CONSOLIDATION - From the beginning the defendants have wanted to he

tried together. The government as opposed all efforts
to obtain joint trials. This is the reverse of what is usually seen.
Judge Nichol ruled that only the Banks and Means cases will be tried
together at the first trial and he has held open the order and question
of consolidation of future trials. The Court of Appeals refused to
order Judge Nichol to consclidate the cases.

GRAND JURY ATTACK -~ An in depth study was made of the jury wheel

for the Western Division from which the Grand
Jury was selected. This study was conducted by the leading geographers
and social scientists in the midwest. It demonstrated that Indians

were grossly unrepresénted in the jury wheel. The court denied all
motions based on this discrimination.

PLACE OF TRIAL - The defendants placed before the court overwhelming
evidence that it would be impossible to cobtain a
fair trial in Socuth Dakota. This involved a statewide survey of
attitudes, a compilation of newspaper articles, and evidence of the
government's press activities. The court found that: ¥... these
exists in the District of South Dakota so great a prejudice against
defendants that they cannot obtain a fair and impartial trial at
any place fixed by law for holding trial in Seuth Dakota, "

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS - The over-riding constitutional questions
are those involving treaty rights. Within
that context the defendants have challenged the Major Crimes Act
which makes acts on a reservation which violate state law federal
crimes. Counts I, II, VI (dismissed) and VIII are based on this Act,
The defendants also challenge the constitutionality of the Ciwil
Disobedience Act of 1968 which forms the basis of the charge of
obstructing federal officers in the course of a civil disorder
(Counts IV and V) and the particular provisions of the Firearms
Control Act dealing with registering molotov cocktails (Count VIT)
has been challenged as clearly unconstitutional.

There are also serious constituticnal gquestions in the
indictments themselves. It is virtually unprecedented in modern
American jurisprudence to charge individuals not only with conspiracy
but also with responsibility for the allegedly criminal acts of
hundreds or thousands of others. The Bill of Particulars by the
government increases the problem for it discloses that the govern-
ment does not claim to know who did manv of the acts for which the
defendants are being charged.

The defendants also have argued that the indictments
themselves were brought for the purpose of preventing Indian people
from uniting and struggling against the oppressive conditions of
their lives and to destroy the American Indian Movement.
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OTHER FEDERAL WOUNDED KMEE CASES

The federal government has indicted 127 pecple for Ei=-T stand
with the "leaders" at Wounded Knee. These people are schouiizd 10I
trial in federal district court in Sioux Falls, South Dakots, before

visiting judges from the Eighth Circuit, according to a S<%it dule devised
by Judge Jli.nﬂrew Bogue. Judge Bogue removed himself as tri.-l_jjﬂd'éi&.
after ruling on the pretrial matters for the first 19 consalidated cases.

On FEbruary 4, 19?4, the government GpEI’lEd its Prgsecﬂl.i{:l} of the
Wounded Knee defendants by dismissing the charges against four Oglala
people--Francis Killer, Lessanes Killer, Cheyenne Nichols and Evelyn
Decn. On February 11, Marianne DeCora and Vaughn Dix Baker went on trial

[

before Judge Warren Urbem of Nebraska and within two weeks 0 d won a
hearing which ruled that the search of their car by the F.B. was ,
illegal. Currently, suppression hearings continue on the case involving

Madonna Gilbert, Tonia Ackerman and Lorelei DeCora Means - Other cases
are yet to be firmly scheduled.

The 123 men and women range in age from their teens to wlddle
age. Some are respected members of the Oglala Sicux Tribe and long-
time activists on the reservation, others were making theic first
political stand for the civil rights of Indian people. Many of those

charged tried to bring food, medicine and clothing into the liberated
area, and were stopped at the federal roadblocks surrounding Wounded
Enee., They face sentences of five to thirty-five years on Lue fol-
lowing felony charges: interstate transporting and use of firearms,
impeding a federal officer during a civil disorder, burglary and lar-
ceny of the trading post, and several other substantive crimes and
conspiracy to commit them. The predominant charge is “"impeding a

federal officer in the lawful performance of his duty."”

The government has indicated that ancother 70 of the 100 pecple
under investigation face indictment by a grand jury conwvencd last

November . CUSTER CASES

The 19 Custer defendants were indicted for their alleged partici-
pation in a demonstration in Custer, S5.D. on February 6, 1%273i. They
were protesting the government's double standard of justice--the white
murderer of Wesley Bad Heart Bull, an Oglala Sioux from Ppins Ridge,
was virtually allowed to go free on a two-month suspended scentence
for second-degree manslaughter. The defendants include many of those
charged during and after the siege of Wounded Knee. Among those
charged are: Sarah Bad Heart Bull, the mother of the murdered man,
a number of Pine Ridge residents, one young man, John Carison, who
faces seven consecutive life sentences and several AIM leaders. The
charges are riot, arson in the second degree, assault without intent
to kill, injury to a public building, burglary and conspiracy to
commit arson.

TRIBAL CASES

There are 97 tribal cases against people assérting their civil
rights on the Pine Ridge Reservation, which typify the wWilson Tribal
government's use of repressive ordinances on riot, trespazss, and unlaw-
ful assembly. For example, the congregatlion of more than cne person at
a given place could constitute "unlawful assembly” On Pjipe ridge
Reservation. None of these cases are yet scheduled for ¢rial.
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OTHER CASES

There were additional people charged under federal, state and
municipal law in Phoenix, Arizona, Cheyenne, Wyoming, Scottsbluff,
Nebraska and Rapid City, South Dakota. The Phoenix case involves
alleged conspiracy to cross state lines to aid a rioct (Rap Brown Act)
in connection with Wounded Knee. The Cheyenne cases, involving similarx
charges, were dismissed in early February 1974. Scottsbluff and Rapid

City arrests were made in connection with activities immediately
preceding Wounded Knee.

The government attempted unsuccessfully to force Dr. Faul Boe,
director of Social Services for the American Lutheran Church, to
testify before a grand jury about events inside Wounded Knee while he
was there as a negotiator and mediator. Dr. Boe refused to testify,
invoking a clergyman's privilege, and was held in contempt. Within
hours of the execution of sentence, the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
overturned the contempt finding, which would hawve put Dr. Beoe in jail
up to 14 months, or until he agreed to talk. On the day of the
appellate decision, Dr. Boe announced his resignation from position as
director of Social Services for the American Lutheran Church and an
intention to begin immediately to work for justice for Indian peoples.

ON THE OFFENSIVE

The Committee has filed suit against the government for a number
of incidents of harassment and other illegal acticons against people
on the reservation, the defendants and members of the Committee.

Oglala Civil Rights Organization et al v. Dick Wilson, et al, was
filed 1n an attempt to curb Tribal President Dick Wilson's use of a
group of wvigilantes to intimidate, harass and assault his opponents
on the reservation. The motion for a temporary restraining order was
denied and attempts at intimidation, including killings, continue.

Janis et al v. Wilson, et al, is a suit to reinstate four 0Oglala
women wrongfully terminated from their jobs with the Community Health

Service by Dick Wilson's tribal government because of their political
beliefs.

Brim v. Wilson, et al, challenges orders issued by Wilson through
his executive committee excluding "AIM members, AIM sympathizers and
lawyers" from coming onto the Pine Ridge Reservation - orders which
are a direct violation of an agreement made at the end of the siege.
Under the orders the entire investigation team of the Wounded Knee
Legal Defense/0ffense Committee was summarily ejected from its head-
quarters in Manderson and thus prevented, temporarilv, from carrving
on investigations and maintaining perscnal contact with defendants —
severely hampering an adeguate defense of the Wounded Enee cases,

Oy
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hibited any funeral procession and burial of Frank Clearwater on the
Pine Ridge Reservation. Clearwater died during the liberation of
Wounded Knee, killed by a bullet from federal troops. The order to
prevent the procession and burial wviolated tribal procedures and the
1968 Indian Civil Rights Act. The Committee is seeking a default
judgment declaring the order to be invalid and a violation of the

civil rights of Clearwater's survivors. Clearwater has been buried
on the Rosebud Reservation.

Wounded Head, et al”"v. Tribal Council, et al, is a suit to compel
the tribal councll to recognize the right under the 1968 Indian Ciwvil
Rights Act of 1B-20 year olds to vote in tribal elections. The suit
raises a.simple legal guestion, but could upset the power structure
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, and particularly the corrupt govern-
ment of Dick Wilson. Up to this point Wilson has prevented 18-20

year colds from voting because he fears that most young people in
that age bracket are AIM supporters.

Clearwater v. Tibbetts challenges a Tribal court order which pro-
hihited any funeral procession and burial of Frank Clearwater on the
Pine Ridge Reservation. Clearwater died during the liberation of
Wounded Knee, killed by a bullet from federal troops. The order to
prevent the procession and burial wviolated tribal procedures and the
1968 Indian Civil Rights Act. The Committee is seeking a default
judgment declaring the order to be invalid and a vioclation of the
eivil rights of Clearwater's survivors. Clearwater has been buried
on the Rosebud Reservation.

Means et al. v. Wilson et al. is a direct challenge to the election
of Richard Wilson for tribal president on February 7, 1974. The suit
cites instance after instance of alleged election fraud in violation
of the Indian Ciwvil Rights Act and asks the federal cemrt to order the
Tribe to nullify the election results and hold a new election.

A.I.M, et al. v. Nixon et al is an action for money damages
brought on behalf of AIM, and all Wounded Knee defendants against
Richard Nixon, the Justice Department, the U.S. Attorneys and
Richard Wilson. The suit alleges that the defendants conspired o
with each other to destroy, harass and otherwise curtail the activities
and purposes of ATM in violation of the plaintiffs' First, Fifth,
Sixth, Eighth and Ninth Amendment rights.
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WOUNDED KNEE DEFENDANTS

pennis Banks and Russell Means are the first of the six AIM leaders
to go to trial on the 10-count conspiracy indictments.

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, 41, is a Chippewa born on the Leach Lake Indian
Reservation in Minnesota. He attended BIA schools from 1939-1953, and
boarding institutions (Pipestone, Minn.; Wahpeton, N.D.; Flanders,
S.D.). In 1853 he served in the United States Air Force in Korea and
was 1ln Tokyo from 1954-57: He is married and has 13 children. In

1968 he co-founded AIM in Minneapolis and currently is executive direc-
tor.

STATEMENT

"From the Sand Creek Massacre to Wounded Knee, many Indians of
different tribal ancestry have died most savagely. This violence has
continued throughout Indian Reservations almost every hour of our lives.
S50 much is our misery, hunger and poverty that we must declare our-
selves as having been engaged in the longest undeclared war in US his-
tory. It was the judgment of those who participated in Wounded Enee
of 1973 that injustice inflicted by the US government agents
on Indian tribes should cease. And it was strongly felt that the
government should finally honor the treaties.

What amazed us at Wounded Knee was the almost instantaneocus
response by the Iron Troops that came to defend the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and its buildings. If the government would react to problems
that plague American Indian reservations with the same zest and en-

usiasm as they sent troopers, then we could realize an end to some of
the problems. We can only conclude, however, that their (the govern-
ment's) goal was not one of aiding justice but of obstructing Indian
Yights as guaranteed by the Laramie Treaty.

When Wounded Knee ended, we assumed the government would abide by
the agreement of May 5, 1973. After reviewing what has transpired since
tha_agreemﬂnt, the shooting deaths, beatings, murders, we must now raise
SBrious gquestions as to what this goal was.

We are positive an American jury, when fully advised of the massive
“Orruption on Indian reservations, the lies, unkept promises of the BIA,

and deprivation of Indian people, will not fall into the same trail of
broken treaties."

(Dennis Banks, January 1974)
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RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, 34, is an Oglala Sioux from Porcupine, Socuth
Dakota on the Pine Ridge Reservaticn. His family later moved to
Cleveland, Ohio, where he attended public schools. In Cleveland he
founded an urban Indian center, which he ran for four years before
he returned to South Dakota and assumed leadership in the American
Indian Movement.

Over the last five years he has been a principal participant in Indian
actions across the country, including the 1969 sit-ain at Mt. Rushmocre;
the National Day of Mourning at Plymouth, Massachusetts, Thanksgiving
Day 1970; the Trail of Broken Treaties and the BIA takeover in Wash-
ington, D.C. in November 1972; and the march on Custer on February &,
1973.

He is one of four brothers, all of whom are active in AIM in South
Dakota and father of four children. He currently resides on the Pine
Ridge Reservation where he is campaigning for tribal chairman against
Dick Wilsen and the corrupt, BIA-controlled government.

STATEMENT

"Wounded Knee happened because traditional chiefs and holy men
of the Oglala people directed and supported our attempt to ascertain
the treaty rights of the Lakota pecple based on a 1868 Sioux treaty.

We did not break any laws, but in fact we went into Wounded Knee
to upheld laws. The statement put forth by the Independent Oglala
Nation inside Wounded Knee is that we were trying to force the United
States of America to live up to its own laws. They made those laws,
we didn't.

We are going to attempt for the first time in history through the
federal judiciary system, in front or a jury, to prove that we, the
American Indian do have treaty rights. If the United States is going
to live up to its Constitution and idea of democracy,if it is going
to honor its sacred trust, made with American Indian pecple, it will
have to honor the 1868 Treaty - and find us not guilty.

They have no reccurse because treaties are on par with and equal
to the Constitution, the law cf the land. Therefore, treaties made

by the United States, ratified by Congress and proclaimed by the
President, supercede federal statements and local laws."

(Russell Means, January 1974)
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Below are brief biographies of the defendants in the Wounded Knee
cases scheduled for trial in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

EVELYN DEON is a 60-year-old Oglala Sioux who lived in Pine Ridge

371 her 1ife. Up until the February 7, 1974 election she worked at
the mocassin factory where she earned little more than $2 an hour,
including overtime. BShe first became involved in attempts to gain
justice for Indian people in 1972, when the brutal slaying of Raymond
vellow Thunder and subsequent inaction by Gordon, Neb. authorities
stirred many reservation residents to bring pressure to bear on an
unresponsive tribal government.

LESSANES KILLER also first acted politically around the Yellow Thunder

murder, and, like Evelyn Deon, became an active member
of the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization (0SCRO), which ultimately
invited AIM to their reservation. For some time she worked as a day
cook in the Pine Ridge public schools, then was employed at a fishhook
factory from 1968 until it shut down in 1969. She now works at the
mocassin factory. ©She has a son, also a defendant, and a daughter,
both married.

FRANCIS KILLER is the 27-year-old son of Lessanes Killer. Born on the

Pine Ridge Reservation, he lived there until he gradu-
ated from high school, and since then has lived there and in Vermillion,
5.D., where he currently resides. He is a public accountant for a pri-
vate firm, and in that capacity worked as fiscal manager for the Tribe
in 1971-72. Like his mother, his first political involvement

centered around the Yellow Thunder murder in Gordon.

EEEEEEEE_EEEEﬁ_ﬂigﬂgﬁﬁ is the mother of six children, including
Bernﬂdlng and Darlene who are both Custer defendants. A life-
long resident of the reservation, she, too, began to express her
;ﬁﬂﬁgzn about the lives of Indian people at the time of the Yellew
Civil I murder, and then became involved with the Ogala Sioux

1¥v1il Rights Organization.

IONIA ACKERMAN is a 23-year-old Indian woman. Born in Canada, she
grew up in Montana, and has travelled and lived through-
out the United States. She worked her way through several years of
E“ll&g%: then was an instructor and counsellor at the Little Red School
hgzﬁe 1 St. Paul, where she taught Indian history and culture. She has
f an active AIM member since 1968 and now resides at Porcupine.

LQEELEL~EE_EQE&_HEEH§ is a 20 -year-old Winnebago Minneconjou Dakota
volved i _ (Sicux) from Sioux City, Iowa. She has been in-
of Wounde the Indian movement for three years. Before the liberation
with thrzd Knee, she was the Iowa state coordinator of AIM, working

€ chapters in the areas of prisons, education, employment and

re i : . - it
wgiizégnﬂhlPﬁ with churches. 5She headed the medical clinic inside
Means hKnaE. She now lives in South Dakota with her husband, Ted
the mig IM state coordinator, and works actively with AIM throughout

“West and with the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee.
SXpecting her first child in June.

(26)
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MADONNA GILEERT ia @ Minneconjou Lakota from the Cheyenne River
eservation, S5.D. Thirty-
been an extremely active member of AIM E{HEEI?EEg?arghglgéeizﬂrﬁi:
months on Alcatraz Island during the 1970-71 liberation. She ﬂaé
worked with AIM survival schools in Cleveland and St. Paul, and with
AIM membersrfrum her own reservation running for tribal ¢a;ncil. She
is now working in Rapid City with the AIM state coordinator, and was
the lla;ﬂn with the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee when
the aff1c9_was located there. The mother of three children, she has
also been involved in the National Welfare Rights Organization.

KENNETH LOUD HAWK has lived on Pine Ridge all his life. Nineteen

. years old, he completed 11 1/2 years of school and
is currently employed as a construction worker, building cluster
housing on the reservation.

DELLA STARR is alsc a life-long resident of Pine Ridge. The

mother of six children, ages 3-9, she worked as a community
health aid from 1965 to April 1973, when she was fired from her job be-
cause of her participation in a peaceful demonstration. Ultimately re-
instated as the result of an unemployment compensation board ruling,
she is one of the complainants in Janis et al. v. Wilson et al., an
employment discrimination suit filed by the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/
Of fense Committee.

FRANK STARR, Della's husband, has lived on the reservation all his life

He was the bookkeeper for the Tribal Neighborhood Youth
Corps. He worked for a time for the BIA, then for the Public Health
Service mental health program, working in the outlying districts of the
reservation. He is currently a candidate for Tribal Council, and has
long been concerned with improving the guality of Indian life by shift-
ing the power of government to the people themselves.

ZACHARY TWO BULLS is a 20-year-old Oglala Siocux who lives in the town
of Oglala on Pine Ridge. The Wounded Knee lib-
aration was his first active inveolvement in the struggle for Indian
rights.

GINGER VITALIS is a teacher's aide at the Oglala Community High School,

who, like her mother, Evelyn Deon, first became polit-
ically active in the attempt to bring the murderers of Raymond Yellow
Thunder to justice. She was laid off from her job last spring because
of her support of the Wounded Knee iiberation, but was finally rein-
stated at the instruction of the Tribal Secretary because of legal

pressure on her behalf.

VICTORIA WOUNDED FOOT is another life-long resident of Pine Ridge

whose concern for the righis of Indian people
first came into focus around the vellow Thunder murder. The mother

of six children, she was laid off from her job as a lab technicilan
at the PHS, and is another of the claimants 1n the Janis suit.

- : ont. Twenty-five years
VAUGHAN KER is a Sioux from Ft. Peck, Mont .
SHAN DIX B2 ;ld, he is married and in Montana was a self-employec

rancher. He has been a very active member of the Indian Eﬂ:ggcztaiénﬂE
his honorable discharge from the Army three years ago, an
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organizer of the Community Action Plan in Billings, Mont. He has
been chosen by traditional leaders to study Indian spiritual ways
and become a holy man. He currently lives in California.

MARIANNE DE CORA is a 19-year-old Winnebago Minneconjou Dakota from
Sioux City, Iowa. A member of the Sioux City Chapter
of AIM, she, like her sister Lorelei, has been active in the struggle
for Indian rights for the past three years. When her time allows,

sne works with the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee in
south Dakota.

CAROL RED STAR has been a resident of the Wounded Knee district of
Pine Ridge Reservation since childhood. The mother of
six small children, she was involved in the Indian rights movement
for the first time at Wounded Knee 1973.

FRANK LOCKE is 53 years old and a life-long reservation resident. He

entered the Army in 1942, served active duty in the Pacific,

and was honorably discharged in 1946. He was self-employed as a mech-
anic for eight years and currently runs the cooperative crafts store
in Porcupine on the reservation. He and his wife, Gladys, are the
parents of nine children, ages 8-27.

GLADYS LOCKE has, like her husband, lived on the reservation all her

life. Both Frank and Gladys are diabetic and were con-
tinually frustrated in their attempts to get proper medication during
the siege of Wounded Knee, as government and goon sguad roadblocks
prevented both food and medical supplies from being brought in. They,
like all of the people inside, relied almost totally on men and women
who backpacked these essentials in, over ten or more rugged miles, in
the dark, and often under fire by government forces.
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THE AMERICAN INDIAMN MOVEMENT

1. How? When? Where? did AIM start?

The American Indian Movement was founded on July 28, 1968 in Minne-
apolis, Minn. to unify the more than 20 Indian organizations which
were then felt to be doing little, if anything, to change life in the
Indian ghetto. As it became clear that most of these organizations
treated Indians paternalistically, with little incentive to manage
their own affairs, AIM, first called the Concerned Indian American
(CIA), redirected its attention away from the organizations and to-
ward the Indian people as the means to Indian self-determination.

A catalyst for AIM in 1968 in the city of Minneapolis was the per-
vasive police harassment of Indian people. While Indians represented
only 10% of the city's population, 70% of the inmates in the city
jails were Indian. To divert Indians from the jails, AIM formed a
ghetto patrol, equipped with two-way radios which monitored the po-
lice radios. Whenever a call came over invelving Indians, AIM was
there first, and for 29 successive weekends prevented any undue ar-
rests of Indian people. The Indian population in the jails decreased
by 60%. And out of the patrol evolved the federally funded Legal
Rights Center, where established attorneys donated up to 80% of their
time to serve poor peocople.

2. Who founded AIM?

The cofounders of AIM are Dennis Banks, Clyde Bellecourt and George
Mitchell, Chippewas of Minnesota. Banks is from Leach Lake Reserva-
tion and Mitchell and Bellecourt from White Earth. Banks now serves
as national director, succeeding Vern Bellecourt, also of the White

Earth Reservation.

3. How extensive an organization is AIM?

There are 79 chapters of AIM internationally, eight of which are in
Canada. ATIM has alsc developed ties with aboriginal organizations
in Australia and with natives in Micronesia, and continues to grow

on and off the reservation.

4. What is the structure of AIM?

Unlike other organizations and agencies dealing with Indian affairs,
AIM unigquely begins with the people and pyramids to a national organ-
ization. It is the chapters which direct and dictate priorities to
the national officers, who in turn create and gulde AIM in the long-
range strategy to meet those priorities. Each chapter is independent
and autonomous. The current national officers are: Chairman, John
Trudell; Treasurer, Larry Anderson; Secretary, Carol Stubbs; National

Executive Director, Dennis Banks.
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5. What are the goals of AIM?

From its beginning AIM identified three main forces destructive to

the Indian pecple: Christianity, white oriented education and the
federal government. To secure Indian self-determination and the

right to be and think Indian, the destructive tendencies of these forces
must be eliminated from Indian life, aleong with the yoke of the BIA.

6. What has been the role of AIM in protest demonstrations around
the country?

AIM has played the major role in Indian demonstrations over the last
five years; AIM was 1n evidence in more than 150 demonstrations prior
to November 1972 alone. Its role has been a peaceful one, to work
within the system toward its goals, unless pushed by counterforces
into a militant stand. Often AIM's presence is a direct response

to a call from the Indian people, and AIM will shoulder the blame,
deserved or not, for political actions by Indian pecple.

7. What is AIM's position on the traditional foundations of Indian
life?

AIM is always first a spiritual movement. In the words of Kills
Straight, an Oglala Sioux on the Pine Ridge:

...from the inside, AIM pecople are cleansing themselves.
Many have returned to the old religions of their tribes,
away from the confused notions of a society which has
made them slaves of their own unguided lives. AIM is
first a spiritual movement, a religious rebirth, and
then a rebirth of Indian dignity. AIM succeeds because
it has beliefs to act on. AIM is attempting to connect
the realities of the past with the promises of tomorrow.

{(30)
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WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL DEFENSE/OFFENSE COMMITTEE

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee is a support
group which originated on March 22, 1973 to assist those involved in
the Wounded Knee Liberation. Committee members are Indian and white
women and men, of various ages and backgrounds, who have volunteered
their energy and skills for the legal and political defense of all
those indicted for participation in Wounded Knee - and other recent
Indian liberation struggles.

A number of Committee members serve as an investigating team -
living and working on the Pine Ridge Reservation at Porcupine, S.D.
They maintain close contact with reservation residents, research
evidence for the trials, and investigate incidents of harassment
and viclence. Violence continues to plague those who supported the
liberation of Wounded Knee; and who still oppose the corrupt tribal
government.

Approximately thirty fulltime Committee members, in addition to
a large number of part-time volunteers, work in Sioux Falls and St.
Paul. The Committee is sustained by small contributions from thou-
sands of people. Committee members receive room and board only =
no salary.

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee supports the
objectives of the Wounded Knee Liberation and the American Indian
Movement. We join in demanding the recognition of the 1868 Treaty
with the Sioux Nation and the end to corrupt tribal government on
the Pine Ridge Reservation.

WOUNDED KNEE

INFORMATION BOOKLET
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FORTHE
LOVE

Few people huve been so cxploited, harassed and relegated 1o
spcoid class citbeenship as the Native Americans are today.
They have been qobbed of their land, then deprived ol
epporunitics tor edugation and emplovment and now they
are being deprived of a hearmg for ther grievanees,

Indizns are regarded beomest Amwericans as a historical
curjosity. an image wheh e movermment and ihe
carclully seek o maintain. m order 1o prevent their demaids
Frosen Bewg taken serioasly by workinge '|1|:.,||1||_= were il |y

press

Thie history of the Amerncan Indian has been porraved as than
o a race of blood thirsty savaees who were overcome by the
heroie ellorts of the pioneers and Farmers who won the Wesl
thr demoviacy and  civilization. In real lite however, the
destruction o the Indian people was 4 series of genovides,
carvied  our in the prowess ol Aanercan |||1.-i'i|-|||.|km;.'
tcapitalist) expansion. Most of the Tndian tribes were hunted
down by the US, Armed Forces suppaeried by the fur
companies, mining interests. railroads, and foaree anchiers,

Lha s Mooy
Spring T3

OF MONEY

B.1.A.

The Burean of Indian Affairs

Prior to their military defeat by whitemen, all tribes had
centurigs-old methods for poverning themsalves. some by
vouncils of wise and nespected civil headmen and chiefs,
others, by hereditary religius or clan leaders,

The Bureauw of Indian Affairs (BIA) chamged all that.
Organized ip [E2Y and supervised by the LLS. Department of
Imtericir, the Bureau's function was to serve the peeds of the
Indians and to maintain trosieeship over the land retained by
the Indians throwgh featies with the ULS, government. Since
thien, these ireaties have been broken repeatedly while the
Depr, of Interior and the BIA, instead of protecting Indian
rights have acted a5 an agent Tor private  businesses  or
govemmental agencies to use Indian lands Tor highwavs, dams,
military installations, recreation facilities or to exploil mineral
TESULITCES,

In 1934 the Federal povernment imposed on almost every
tribe. o uniform  system of  ribal councils—styled in the
whiteman s way, Council memberss were supposed 1o be
ekected democratically by the people. Elections, however, were
fureign 1o the Indians, and most of them, led by their
traditional chiefs ignored the new system, Only a tiny fraction
of the reservation Indians participated in the governmeni
administered elections, The clected tribal officers received
sizable salaries from the whiteman’s povernment, and the
councils began 1o make decisions themselves that were hinding
on the entire reservation. Traditional tribal riteals, such as the
Sundance, were outlawed.

Initially the election system worked on some reservations. The
tribal councils bolstered the reservation economics through
investments, government settlements for land, and leasing land
contracts. Eventually, Indians discovered that something was
wrong, and the blame fell on the white system and on those
indians who carried it out. -

There w5 a chear conflict of interests  involved in the
administration by the Department of the Interior of Indian
alfwirs through the BIA. while at the same time 11 also
alministers the Bureau of Mines, Bureau of Reclamations, and
the O of O4l and Lagis

Ohe ol the demands of Indian activists is the abolition of the
Bureau of Indian AfTurs. The BIA, they say. was borm in
paternalisim. or perlaps o outright hostility, and time has
.i|ur|.~.r'ur|11rd its wnfortunate traditions into a burcaucratic
merid teo powerful o oveleome

I Native Americans vote 1o abolisl the BIA then, the money
i the BIA budget would be given directly o Indian tribes and
bindian groups without the interference il
middlemen, most ot them white,

Pureaucraiic

'l
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Sulcides { 1970)

Life expectancy (1970)
Unemplovment rate (1972)
Median family income {1971)
Infant mortality (1970)

Per cent entering college (1971)

The problem is indeed not a lack of money. It is rather: where
does the money go? The BIA's appropriations rose (o more
than $530-million in fscal 1973, while overall Federal
expenditures for Indians, including [unds for Indian programs
in such agencies as the Office of Economic Opportunity and
the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, climbed 1o
£925.million. Most of these moneys end up in the pockets ol
the BIA 15,000 employees, other government employees and
their capitalist friends, including some iribal chairmen.

The government is  spending almost $2,000 for each
reservation Indian, yet the average annual income of each
Indian family remains considerably below that Tigure, and the
misery on Lthe reservations is blatant.

The 500,000 Native Americans still on reservations (there are
roughly an eqoal number in the cities) can find no escape from
the BIA, which affects everything from the education of their

~ ¢hildren and the preservation of their natural resources to the

exccution of their wills, 253-35 per cent of all Indian children
are removed from their families and placed in foster homes,
One of the most frequently advanced grounds for separating
Indian children from their parends is the abuse of aleohol.
However, this standard is wery rarely applied against
non—Indian parents, in areas where rates of problem drinking
are the same among Indians and non-Indians.

Here is the plight of the Indians, as documented in a few
statistics published by The New York Timees:

OF e

NATIVE
AMERICAN

Amer, Indian L5,

32 per 100,000 L& per 100,000

47 years 70.8 years

45% estimated 5.8%

54,000 29 867

0.9 per 1,000 live births 21.8 per 1,000 live births
18% Sirn *

*According to the one-page ad published in the New York Times by the Wounded Knee Defense Fund, June 27th, 1973,

these figures are even higher: on the reservations, suicide is 15 times the national average ; unemployment is 90%; 95% of the
housing is sub-standard; the school drop-out rate is 75%.




A.1.M.

The American Indian Movemeni

The American Indian Movement (AIM) is basically o spiritual
movement. The Indian people were and are hest only when
they “lose™ their “way ol lile.” which is totally based oo che
spiritual rather than the marerialistic religion of the whitcinen,

AIM began in Minneapolis in 1968 as a sireet patrol, policing
the local police who arrested Indians because they were
Indizms, Ower 100 local chaprers have since sprung up in viher
 cities, growing out ol the particular needs of cach local Indian
community. Since 1968, AIM has participaied i several
actions on beliall’ of Native American people, including the.
recent occupations of the BIA building in Washington DC .=
the wwn ol Custer, South Dakota, and of course Wounded
Knee. Locally, AIM is involved with educational programs.-

begal problems. and buresueratic problems that Indian |}._|:-p4|:-
are Faced with, .

Native Amedeans are demanding that treaties be honored, not

“serapped when gold s discovered-or when a dam s 1o be buili,
The Indian will no longer be pushed around 1o make way for -
the “progress™ of white America. The Indian is demanding
that the yemaining  reservation lands be wilieed Tor the

Sbevienment ol Tudian life. vt as o comtinual svuree of revenue

tor white ranchers,

The oveupation ol Wounded Knee reflecis the recently
renewed elforts ol American lndians 1o regain national and
cultural ideminy, 1o improve their economic stutws, 1o
mvadmtain e imtegeiny ol their land,

AIM wamts tull human rights for Indians, a recosnition tha
the treary ol 1805 with the Sioux nation is still valid, 4
presidentaal  treaty  comimission o review and  updaie alf
treativs. amd the separation of the BIA from the Depr. of
litterr,

Seme Jilizns think they may never win comtrol ol 1wl
future ot at beast until the BUA is abolished eatirely

"A cdravan of more than 00 Indians Lom 230 inbes traveled

_the Bth. This strong show of their anger focused the attention
“of the whole world on the misery of the Indians and their

BROKEN |
‘TRAILOF |

TREATIES’

e Washingion DU in October 1972, The Trail of Broken
Treaties Caravan expecied to be able to talk with gpovernment
wllicials. 11 was o peacelul group. Many women and young
children took part. 3% well a8 older Indians. chiefs and activisis,

The caravan approsched Washington and found they were not
albowed o present o set of 20 demands which were Tounded
un  President  Nixon's  propesal 1o Congress on “self-
determination™ for Indians (July 1970). Unable to get living
quarters, the Indians occupied the BIA from November Ind to

pricvances. By muming the BIA building the “MNative
American Embassy.” they showed h-:rw they felt about their
impuosed LS. citivenship, |
The twenty point proposal covered the main problems of
Indian life, especially tribal governments. the policy on Indian
lands, the 1ax status, and services supposedly available 10
Indian people. The proposal also asked, very frankly. for the
replacement of the BIA by a new unit that would be
responsible 1o the President, the Congress and the separate |
poverminenis of the Indian Mations. This new offtce would
employ 1,000 persons, instead of the 15,000 now employved.,
and would function on a 315 billion dollar budger.

Another point  relited 1o the relationship of the US,
government o Native Americans would be that all Indians
should he considered 1o be in treaty relations with the Federal
government, The treatics. some 400, have been unilaterally
nullified by the United States,

Sa. the caravan lelt Washingion. The government examined
the 200 demands and rersed them all down, thus showing
what a hypocrisy the rhetorical promises of “self determina-
tivn™ had been,

IT viie understands the development of capitalism, one cannot
be too surprised: supposedly acting as a trustee for the Indians
(the way a bank does Ton its clients” money), the government,
the BIA. the Dept. of Interiod and other Washingion agencies
could care less about the real problems of the Indian people
they agrecd 1o protect. Indians 1o them were, and still are
casily available human and lamd resources in the eyes of the
profin makers,




GENOCIDE

The murder of Big Foot's band in 184 was not the “banle™
sume historians claim, but an atrocity well known (o all Native
Americans, The Sioux had been at peace for nearly a decade
when a prophet proclaimed thar the spirits would soon
eliminate the whiternen from North America.

The movement-produced a set of songs and dances—The Ghost
Dance. The unity which built up around the Ghost Dance
frightened Indian agents, The dances had to he stopped, and
the leaders removed. Still chiefs wrged the Sioux to ¢ontinue
dancing and 1o make preparations for the coming of the
Messiih,

When Sitting Bull said he would dance, he was killed by
marshals at his home. His followers Ned w the halls, met Big
Foot's band and they all headed towards the Agencics for Tood
and supplies. i

On December 18, “captuied™ by troops. put in a circle,
“disarmed™ ol a few old niles they were surrounded by a
circh of machine guns, When a voung Indian became angry 4t
the rough treatment. the machine guns fired. Two hundre8
Indizns and sixty bluecoats died. Then mothers and children
were raped and murdered. A blizeard soon froze the COrpses in
thewr death stances and turned the hodies blue and green,




Kyle, S.C. (AP)}-American Indian Movement leader Russel
Means said yesterday that the situation on the Pine Rid

Reservation is as bad as it was before the occupation o
Wounded Knee,

i...)

The Justice Department negotiated a peaceful end to the
Jlday oceupation ol Wounded Knbe May 8. The settlement
included government promises to  investigate charges of
corruption on the reservation.and oo establizsh a commission to
review an [B68 treaty that AIM contends gave the western half
of South Dakota to the Sioux,

Means, who is free on bail pending triab.on numerous charges
in connection with the takeover, told the subcormmitiee on®
Indian Affairs, chaired by Sen. Abouzrek (D-5.D.), “The
situation is as bad as before ik takeover and it only serves to
give the suffering Indian people fore reason to put their life
on the line.” (. . .)

+ The New York Post,
June 19, 1973




\WOUNDED KNEE MORE IMPORTANT THAN WATERGATE

A LETTER OF THE TRADITIONAL
TETON SIOUX PEOPLE TO MR. NIXON

Jume 4, 1973

Tu: The President of the Uinited States

History will show that Wounded Knee is more importanit than
Watergate., Your long silence over Walerpate has severcly
shaken the public™s faith in the men of your adminisiration,
Your contineal  stlenee now over Wounded Knee  will
eventually break the public’s faith in the OMfice ol the
President as an institution. The tnth s on photographs, on
lilm. om audio tape. on video tape and on the lips of 4,000

people.

We rsked our ives it Wourded Kice because we believed this
was the only way to focus world attention on the genocide
practiced daily on var people. The principal reasem we lay
down our arms last month is becanse your people promised us
i Presidential Commission o investigate the Treaty of 180k,

e

The issue s simple. The Teron Sioux Nation signed » Trean
wiltl your nation in 1868, Adticle X1 of that Treaty said tha
it could not be changed voless three out of every Tour adul
Sious males agree o change. We have never agread 1o a change
i Uhe Treany, Your people say that the Treaty was changed by
a Baer acr of Congress, But il two parties have an agieement,
Bow can one party change it? The very roots of law in am
sociely are based on people honoring their word, We have
Bemered our word. Why do vou not honer your word? 1o,
can the people of Japan, of Germany . ol Kenva ever believe
that any Treaty with the United Siates has any value unless
soie bonior the Trealy of TR6K with our people?

I abere is contusion in the White House about what really
huppened ar Wounded Knee it is because you are still trusting
the Justice Department and the FBI T v inbenmation. But
the wery beads of these agencies who were trying o kil us in
February now hide m dishonor over Watergate, And theis
hired guns in the tield are no better. We remember the LS,
Marshal who wears o shull and crosshones on his cap, aiml wy
remimber the FBI agenis who forced open Clearwater’s votlin
and then laughed at lis widimy,

The only way 10 2ot accurate intformation is 1o sel up an
idependent Presuentil - Commisssion s vy people
|-m|1_1is|:|.l s, A menth has passed nd we are still relting
vvasive amswers sach e the May 290l lerter From yous special
assistant. Leomand Garment, )

Many ol our people fecl we sold them ool by laying down our
arms a1 Wounded Knee. Bul as older men we know there is a
time b fieht and o tine o alk, We ae still prepared 1o talk .
Why is there mo Prosidential Commission Lo listen®

—
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Keep abreast of carrent developments not only thiough danly
biased papers, radio, v, but by reading material prepared
and published by Indian and non-indian groups you can
trust.

Subscribe to two of the most accurate sources of information
available:
Wassaja 3 monthly national newspaper of Native Amier icans
subscription: 5 10/ year
145 1 Masonic Ave.. San Francisco, Calif. 94117

Akwesasne  Notes—the  official  publication ol - the
Mohawk Nation in upstate New York published eight
limes annuallye there is no fixed price for a subscription,
Am issue comes out as soon as funds for printing have
been received.

*We would like o thank Akwesasne who provided much®
of the information and eloguence, and mspiration

Akwesasne Notes—Mohawk Nation
via Roosevelttown, N.Y. 13683
tel: (518) 35846497

| I magazines are illustrated and contain a thick packet of
irst hand news and analysis in depth, of current Indian
sifualions.

Put constant pressure on the local media 1o cover the issues
fairly and accurately. Il you come across a newspaper that
continues stereotypes etc., tell them how you feel about tha.

yeoll ol movies on v that dehumanize the American
Indian., Let the station or movie house know about i,
rganize a campaign around il

ry to sponsor politically educational programs in high schools
tc. about the reality of Amencan history and Indian peaple,

ontact your local AIM chapter and offer your help,

WHAT CANYOU DO ¢

]

) Write and encourage others Lo write to:
Leonard Garment, Special Consultant to the President -White
House -
Senators and Congress people
Burcau of Indian Affairs
Demand the resumption of the 1568 Treaty negotiations and
constitution of the promised cominissicn.
Find out what legislation concerning Indians is coming before
the Houses of Congress. Women's International League for
Peace and Freedom can help with this, Demonstrate

Raise money: Owver half a million dollars has already heen
spent i legal costs alone. Lawyers are working with a
“minimum of staff, no salaries and no legal facilities. Send
meney to; Ramon Roubideaux, Treasurer
Wounded Knee Legal Fund
019 Main 5t. suite 112
_ Rapid City, 5.D. 57T
Make checks payable to Wounded Knee Legal Defense Fund

y

'ﬂl,}- Pass this newsletter around
'p_} Write us.

i} MOST IMPORTANT. SIT DOWN WITH SOME FRIENDS, OR
YOURSELF, AND BEGIN TO EXFLORE YOUR OWN
STEREQTYPES TOWARDS INDIANS, FROM THIS PRO-
CESS. WE CAN GET SOME UNDERSTANDING AS TO
WHAT AREAS OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, AN
OURSELVES., HAVE TO BEGIN TO CHANGE TO MAK
THIS A FREE WORLD. AS A NON-INDIAN, WE ALL HAV
A SPECIAL JOB OF TALKING WITH AND WORKING
WITH OUR OWN PEOPLE ON THAT VERY DELICATE]
SUBJECT OF RACISM,

Any comments, letters etc. to us will be gratefullyd
welcomed—as well as any information on what you are doing,)
guestions and any help you can offer us!




BEFORE OUR WHITE BROTHERS
CAME TOAVILIZE US WE HAD
NO JAILS.THEREFORE WE HAD
NO CRIMINALS.YOU CAN'T HAVE
CRIMINALS WITHOUT ADAIL.
WEe HAD NO LOCKS OR KEYS,
AND S0 WE HAD NO THIEVES.
IFA PERSON WAS SO POOR
THAT HE HAD NO HORSE, TP

OR BLANKLET SOMEONE GAVE HIM THESETn NGS.
WE WERE TO0 UNCIVILIZED TO SET MUCH UALUE

ON PERSONAL BELONGINGS .WE WANTED TOHAVE.
THINGS ONLY U ORDER TO GIVE AWAY . WE HAD (0
MONEY AND THEREFORE A Mans (JORTH (OULDT B
MEASURED BY IT. WE HADND WRITTEN (AW N ATIORNEYS
OR, POLIMICANSS, THEREFORE. LI COULDIUT CHEAT,

BUT NOW UISIBLE. PROGRESS 15 EVERYWHERE —JAILS AL
QUER THE PLACE AUD WE KNOW THEGE PILS RRE FOR
US IUDIANS . WHAT A PYTY THAT S0 MaNY OF US Dot
APPRECIATE THEM ! LAME DEER, - SEEKER of USions




his is a newsletter compiled collectively by non-Indians. I 15
an attempt 1o share with our hrothers and  sisters our
continuing sclf education. Thus we hope 1o infoim and also
begin with you the first step in a long struggle -self education.
codisciousness raising. More important. we want (o explore our
conditioned racial prejudices: racism. As non-Indians, immi-
grants Lo this country, we want to fnitigfe sell’ examination of
our image of Indians, instead of waiting to be told that this is
an issue we must confront.

This issue will be a broad overview of the growing struggle of
Indian people. We will not go inte aress in which there is
already  much more thorough  information  available - like
American history from the Native American point of view, but
instead will try to clarily the more recent liberation strugghes
of Native Americans, and clear up the distortions of whitemen
newspaper reports, Resources, books ete., will be listed in the
back should you desire 1o Knewe meere

Wounded Kpee Commuenications—Mew York
[33w, 14 51 3rd o

oye, my LU0

T41-0750

45 20740

This mewsletter is based mainly on legal documents and from
frusiwaorthy sources,
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WOUNDED KMNEE INFORMATION AND DEFENSE FUND 585 MASS, AVE., CAMBRIDGE, MASS, 02138 I617] BE4-0965

WOUNDED KNEE 1973: THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

The 1973 occupation of Wounded Knee is over. But the struggle of the Oglala Sioux for recog-
nition of their basic rights to govern their own affairs will not end. In 1880 the response of the
United States government to such demands was a massacre. The demands of the Indians were
ignored and their legitimacy undermined by lies about their motives and goals. In 1973 the
response of the government has not changed. The demands of the Indians were scarcely consid-
ered by the government. The only response to the Indians was a show of force with a total disre-
gard for human lives. The occupants of Wounded Knee were denied food and medical supplies
in an attempt to starve them into submission. The area was saturated with heavy gunfire by the
United States Marshals and a military force was mobilized to conduct the second massacre at
Wounded Knee. With the signing of an agreement, the government has again made considerable
efforts to undermine the significance of Wounded Knee.

The American Indian has never doubted the capacity of the United States government to lie.
Recently, Watergate and Vietnam have demonstrated this fact to the American public. Now the
government reports about Wounded Knee show the same lies and distortions.

THE GOVERMNMENT CLAIMS THAT THE TAKEOVER HAD NO SUPPORT FROM THE RESI-
DENTS OF WOUNDED KMEE, and, as proof, points to the fact that many families left the
occupied village.

FACT: The occupation was widely supported not only by the people of Wounded Knee, but of
the entire reservation. Sworn affidavits indicate that many people who were in sympathy were
afraid to speak out because of the atmosphere of fear of BIA and vigilante reprisals which per-
vaded the reservation.

FACT: The government made a concerted effort to isolate the American Indian Movement from
the residents. In early March, roadblocks were removed and residents were told they could leave
to shop for food in nearby Pine Ridge. Many families left, only to find that when they returned,
the roadblocks had been set up again and that they could not return to their homes.

FACT: In mid-April, 35 of the families who had been victims of this treachery submitted a
petition of 100 names of residents to the Federal Court demanding removal of the roadblock
“illegally preventing food, medicine, doctors, and lawyers from reaching our friends, neighbors,
and relatives who have remained in Wounded Knee,” and insisting that they be allowed to return
immediately to their homes.

THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS THAT ONLY AIM MILITANTS AND “WHITE SUPPORTERS"
OCCUPIED THE VILLAGE.

FACT: Wounded Knee was occupied largely by Oglala Sioux (B0S, according to a national
Indian newspaper) with the support of the AIM. The AIM’s policy has always been to “"support
all Indian people upon request where ever.” Such a request was made by 4 organizations of
Oglala Sioux residents of Pine Ridge Reservation, organizations formed in an attempt to get a
more responsive, less corrupt government on the reservation and to diminish the power of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs over their lives. Previous attempts in this direction were met with out-
right suppression by the tribal council and the BIA.



THE GOVERNMENT HAS CLAIMED THAT THE AME RICAN INDIANS HAVE FAILED TO
RESPECT THE AGREEMENT OF MAY 5, 1973.

FACT: The U.5. government has already broken its part of the agreement. It pr_c:rmised that its
bunkers and roadblocks would be dismantled or removed as soon as the occupation ended. 48
hours after the Indians’ surrender, the federal roadblocks {including armored personnel carriers)
were still in place, and the government bunkers were still up.

FACT: The government promised that no person arrested at the time of the surrender would be
taken to the BIA jail in Pine Ridge, but that everyone arrested would be t.:al-r.en immediately to
Rapid City. However, at least 20 people were subjected to the brutal and inhumane treatment at
the BIA jail.

THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMS THAT THE INDIANS DESTROYED MUCH PROPERTY AND
BURMNED BUILDINGS,

FACT: No one knows what caused the fires on the reservation. However, the first building that
burned was the trading post, which was used by the occupants as sleeping guarters and as a stor-
age place for their meager food supply. The day before it accidentally burned, however, the
government had shut off all electricity, and the village water pump was thus inoperable. There
was simply no water available to put out the fires, Furthermore, hundreds of acres of valuable
grazing land around the village were burned by government flares.

The government and the media have tried to minimize the importance of the Wounded Knee
occupation, But it is clear that the people of Wounded K nee have achieved for themselves and
for American Indians throughout the country. Living with the threat of starvation and massacre,
the Indians held out for 70 days, until their demands were met:

— The U.5. government will finally reexamine the original 1868 Sioux treaty and its
obligations under that treaty at a meeting between traditional Oglala leaders and
representatives from the White House;

— and the government must investigate corruption on the part of the BIA and the tribal
government and violations of civil rights and eriminal law on the reservation.

The government's lies cannot conceal the reality of this victory.

If you are interested in obtaining further information and/or contributing to the legal defense
fund for the people of Wounded Knee, please clip and send this coupon to:

Wounded Knee Information and Defense Center
585 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 (617) 864-0965

Mame ___ . —————— Enclosed is my contribution -

Address . Pl@2@se send me more information

City/State . dip

————




FEBRUARY ' no, é
pine ridge:
elections

A STEP TOWARD A QUIET BICENTENHIAL:
DEMNIS BANKS BEHIND BARS

It seems that the U.5. Govermnment has grown
a step closer to achieving its goal of a
quiet bicentennial year by putting American
Indian Movement ( AIM) leaders behind bars.
Leonard Crow Dog, an important AIM spiritual
leader and traditional medicine man, i8
currently serving a 5-vear prisom sentence

Dick Wilson, the tribal chairman on Pine Ridge
Reservation for the last four vears was soundly
defeated in a January 27th election by a former

stemming frem a dubious charge of aiding

and abetting an assault. The charge
resulted from an incident that occurred at
Crow Dog's homestead on the Rosebud Reser-
vation this past September. Two men,
considered troublemakers by Rosebud Tribal
Chairman Robert Burnette, attempted to enter
Crow Dog's land to instigate a fight. Crow
Dog looked on as several people helped break
up this fight, Two days later Crow Dog's
residence was attacked by over 80 FEI agents
will full assault gear im a pre-dawn raild.
Their stated intention was to serve the
assault warrant on which Crow Dog was
convicted.

Less than a month agoe Russell Means, another
AIM leader, was convicted in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, on a riot charge and sentenced
te four years. He is currently eut on bond
with the stipulation that he cannot partici-
pate in any AIM activity. His conviction
originated out of a police-induced courtroom
riot nearly two years ago. The police
attack left several spectators hospitalized
and one Indlan defendamt with permanent eye
damapge.

Last July Dennis Banks, National Field
Director of AIM, was convicted of assault
and riot with a dangerous weapon in a
trial dealing with the Custer, 5. Dak.
courthouse melee nearly 3 years ago.
According to Vernon Bellecourt of ATIH,
Banks, convicted by an all-white jury
refused to "submlt to a racist system of
justice which does not even give the
appearance of equality for Indian people”,
and was not present for sentencing
August 5.

After being free in political exile

for 5 monthe, Dennis Banks was captured
in El1 Cerrite, Calif, on January 24. He
was arraigned in San Francisco on federal
firearms charges and is presently in jail
at S100,000 bond,

aontd p. ¢

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) superintendent
at Pine Ridge.

Al Trimble was booted from the BIA job (cthe
first Sioux ever to hold that position) when
he demanded that more services be given to the

full-bleoded traditional Indisns on the reserva=-
tion and because he eriticized the Wilson regime

and the brute force it employed to maintain
its grip on Pine Ridge. Wilson charged that
he was "soft on AIM" and had Trimble removed.
Although Trimble 1s consildered a moderate,
he has the general support of AIM. He has
promized to address himself to wvital issues on
the reservation such sas powerty, land use,
and making the tribal government more
responsive to the needs of the Oglalas.

Trimble stated that his first order of
business would be to "diminish the fear and
anxiety by getting rid of the gon-squad”.
{I.e., Wilson's private police force that had
been used for the last four wears to harass,
intimidate, beat, firebom and kill political
opponents of Wilson,) It appears, however,
that this may be easier said than done.

While Trimble waited for election returns

at- his sister's home on Pine Ridge, January
27, two bottles crashed through the front
window of the house, In the flirst week
after the election, oné AIM member has

been killed and firebombings have taken place
at some homes of anti=Wilsen political
activists.

It was two years agoe that AIM leader Bussell
Means ran sgainst Wilson for the tribal
chairmanship. Means (who was ruled ineligible
to rum inm this recent election) was defeated
narrowly in an election which was marred by
numerous electoral viclations stemming from
Wilson's underhanded, iren-rule tactiecs.

After a vear, the U.5. Commission on Civil
Rights reported that the election had been
"permeated with fraud" and suggested that a
new election be held, The BIA and the
Interior Dept. refused, however, as Wilson

was too much of a traiter to his pegqle

to be removed. If independent observers
(which were requested by opponents of

Wilson) had been allowed to monitor the
election two vears ago, Wilson would not ha ve
been e€lected and more people would have been
alive today as a result,

Cantid. phlg



BAMKS

If Dennis Banks is returned to 5. Dakota for
sentencing on his Custer conviction a very
real possibility exists that he could be
killed in prison. "The prisons tend to be a
reflection of the society and this society
is wvery, wvery white", stated John Flym
{co-counsel for Banks during the Custer
triall.

Cont'd .

Throughout the course of Banks' trial this
past summer, the prosecution refused to
acknowledge the political nature of it.

Banks make it clear that indeed it was a
political trial. $S. Dakota and State Attorney
General Wm. Janklow, who was personally
prosecuting this case, were the ones on

trial.

Janklow was elected Atorney General of

5. Dakota in November 1974 on the platform
of driving AIM from South Dakota. Lightly
veliled in the campaign was a promise to
put Dennis B anks behind bars, Janklow's
political future was based on conclusive
defeat of Dennis Banks in the courtroom.

The Custer incident occcurred on February 6,
1973. A group of Indian people, Dennis

among them, had gone to Custer to meet with
the district attorney to negotiate the light
charge given to the white killer of an Indian
man (Wesley Bad Heart Bull). The slain man's
mother was attacked by police as she attempted
to enter the office of the district attorney.
Several observers in the group rushed to her
defense. The protesgters were assaulted with
clubs, tear gas, mace, and water hoses.

By the time the smoke cleared the Chamber of
Commerce Bldg. was burned te the ground and
the courthouse was severely smoke and water
damaged., Several Indian people were injured.
19 pecple were indicted on various charges

of arson, riot, and assault. Dennis was
among them. In his closing statement,

Dennis Banks eloguently explained the
continued oppression of Indian people and

why they had rallied at Custer. He explained
that the murder of Wesley Bad Heart Bull and
subsequent undercharging of his white killer
was not an isolated incident. It had to be
understood within the context of the last 400
YEears.

Frevious to Bank's capture, January 24,
nationwide searches had been conducted by
local, state, and federal cfficers.

Banks was believed by officials to have bheen
in a car that blew up on the Kansas Turnpike
thie past September. The B passengers in

the car, including ? teenagers and a ba
were charged by federal officers with
possession of explosives. One of the

oceupants of the car was Kamook Banks,
wife of Dennis.

October 6, A Keystone Kop comedy-like
ineident occurred in St. Paul, Minn. The
National AIM office located there was

under surveillance all day long by a police
helicopter. As the office personnel left

in their car they were chased by FBI agents
and the police helicopter zoomed in. They
were questioned and the car was impounded.
But Banks was not in the wvehiele,

Banks was not found, as expected, im a motor
home riddled with police bullets after it
was stopped in Oregon. After the incldent

4 adults and 2 children were taken into
custody with Kamook Banks among them once
again,

In 1968, Dennis was one of the founders of
AIM. The organization began in Minneapolis
as a ghetto patrol poliecing local police
who seemed to possess an affinity for
throwing Indian people into jail. Since
its ineception in 1968, AIM has grown to
include more than 100 chapters in various
locations in the U,5.A. and 79 chapters
internationally.

Dennis Banks is a Chippewa and was horn on
the Leech Lake Reservation in Minnesota,
As a child he attended BIA schools and
boarding institutions. (Bank's experience
in these institutions was probably a main
factor in his proposal of the AIM Survival
Schools in 1970; This sytem incorporates
an Indian school board and Indian culture
te build a sense of identity and pride
because public, private, and government
operated schools had falled Indian children
by making them despise thelr heritage.
There are currently 3 Survival Schools in
Minnesota and 1 in South Dakota. They
have been a positive answer to high
Indian drop-out rates.

But these vital members of AIM, Leonard
Crow Dog, Russell Means, and Dennis

Banks, have now been hampered in thoir
efforts of further reform for thelr peaple
and our country as a whole, William
Kunstler, one of the defense attorneys

in the Wounded Knee case of Dennis

Banks and Russell Means {(after a 8 menth
long trial all charges were dropped in

federal court because of blatant government
misconduct), stated most accurately at the
cloge of that particular trial, recalling the
lost vision of the Sioux medicine man Black
Elk, "The sacred tree is alive,...because of
what happened at this place Just a year or so
ago...At this same place where Big Foot died
in the snow (Wounded Knee 1890).,.the nation's
hoop is being repaired...There is a fighting
chance for something decent in this world, and
it will not come by sending these people

to prison."”
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TREATY LAWSUIT WITH U OF M
STILL PENDING

E lections  contNd.

In order to maintain the facade of neutrality . : :

and objectivity, the Federal Government agreed ‘éﬂfu];a“‘:?gtl?r: mﬂlﬁg‘eﬁﬁé g;Sh}E?I]fiw
to have the Federal Mediation and Conciliation of .’htgh m:rih&s hamb pendi - ;mzen
Service monitor this latest election. As a Augl:st ig-?il Liti atinntggeks a:f'ﬁcmmf
result, the Oglala people were given half-a- ting of the'mne:r Eeceived by U of M from
chance to express their desires; Wilson was thugsale of Indian educational trust lands
dumped by a margin of nearly 2 to l. '

In September, 1817, Governor Lewis Cass

Although we feel that Trimble replacing Wilson : % - :

; of Fort h chief
is definitely a step in the right direction, we ?;ﬂe&maam“ and E:Eﬂa?mil ‘;T;b'ﬂ:
caution those who may feel that the problems Article 16 shows that the tribes conveyed
at Pine Ridge are now (or will soom be) over. 4,000 acres of land to the University of
As our friends at Akwasasne Notes have said H:i.-l:!'ligﬂ.'l'l. No money was exchanged however
'...the major industry at Pine Ridge today the University agreed to educate Indian
appears to be the local BIA government which children. The Treaty was ratified by the
replaced the U.5. Army as the method of US Senate and signed by Pres. Monroe
maintaining the status quo, i.e., the by '
domination of Oglala lands by white During the 19th century the University sold
ranchers,” Until the Oglala people have the the 1511:1; the tribes ﬁmm insist that
power to control use of their lands and thus, the University has a legal duty as trustee
thEir HE}F ':'f 1ifﬂ, thE F‘T‘ﬂb‘lElﬂE 'H'lll tﬂ ITﬂ]{E an El:mtmg fﬂr t_h.E' ITIEI]liEE
eontinue. received from the sale of the lands. The

position of the plaintiffs is that the
money should be used to educate Indian
children.

The suit is another example of Indian
people trying to enforce written agreements.
Sought is the recognition of the reasonable
expectations that were induced in the
forefathers by the promise of the first
president of the Board of Regents of the
University of Michigan.

The University is obstructing the agreement
by contending that the plaintiff (Paul
Johnson) cannot represent the class in that
he has no Potawatomi blood. However,
Johnson is mixed Chippewa-Ottawa.

DUHAMMEL MINNESOTA LAWSUIT

Art Duhammel of Peshawbestown is free on bond Grand Portage Reservation Business Committee
until appeal is heard om his latest conviction decided on October 30, 1575, to initiate a
of interferring with a Dept. of Natural Resources lawsuit against the state of Minnesota,
officer. As earlier reported in WESC News , Department of Natural Resources, Cook County,
Duhammel was arrested last May for netting and area Game Wardens for continuing to

fish in Traverse Bay. When he tried to retrieve arrest Indian people in clear violation of
his boat and gear, he was charged with inter- Treaty law. The Treaty of 1854 state quite
ferring with an officer, using illegal fishing clearly that the Chippewas of Lake Superior
REAT, and trmspurtinﬁ illegally f.‘:ﬂ.l.lght fish. ""'shall have the right to hunt and fish" on
Plea bargaining dropped the 1 ast two charges. territory ceded to the United States. The

. guite zeeks 520 million in damages and 1s one
Duhammel is also appealing last June's comvictian _. .. jn a series of legal hassles that area

fishing 11legally in Grand Traverse Bay. It 18  y.ijye Americans are having regarding fishing
expected to be 6 months before the Appeals Court .4 hunting rights.
hands down its decision.

(Thanks to Nishnawbe News for the above
{Thanks to Indian Talk for the above information. . formation.)
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COMMITTEE HAPPENINGS

Thiz term the WKSC, along with the North
American Indian Student Association will

be sponsoring a Mative American Film Series.
The films and dates are:

"Lament on the Reservation" and
"The Longest War"
Feb. 27: "Soldier Blue"

Feb. 13:

Mar. 5: "Forty=-Seven Cents" and "Indian
Relocation: A Report om Elliot
Lake"

Mar. 12: "Cree Hunters at Mistassine"

All films will be shown at 7:30 and
9:30 p.m. in room 105 South Kedzie,
except'Soldier Blue" which will be
shown at 7 and 9 p.m. in BLl08 Wells.
There will be a %1 donation at the door.
Hope to see you all!l

The Committee set up a table for the

John Hartford-Mariah Concert last Friday
night (January 30) and collected 545 for
the Defense Fund. Thanks to everyone who
participated in making the nipht a success.

Our Information Table is set up in the
main lobby of the Unicn Bldg. every other
Tuesday from 1l0a.m. to &4 p.m.; and at

the International Center on the alter-

nate Tuesdays. If you're in the neigh-
borhood stop by and check out our stuff.
We've got fresh issues of "Akwesasne
Notes", books, posters, Akwesasne Calendars
and 1ots of current and not-so-current
Native information.

Also a reminder that our meetings are still
on Thursday nights at 8 p.m. in the student
offices on the first floor of the Union.

The phone number is 353-0660. Come to the
meetings or give us a call if y ou have some
time you'd like to contribute. The Committee
needs help!

TRIAL UPDATES

Sioux Falls

Voir dire is currently underway for four
Sioux Falls defendants. The four are:

Edgar Bear Runner, Ted Means, Kenny Kane,
and Curtis Bald Eagle, All, except Ted
Means who 18 charged with riot, are charged
with rieot and assault. These charges stem
from the police-induced courtroom riot that
occurred almost two years ago. Russell Means
was convicted of riot on December 15 and
sentenced to four years. He is presently
out on 32000 bond pending appeal with the
stipulation that he cannot be involved in
any AIM actiwity,

Custer

The following Custer defendants had their
charges dismissed last month: Regina Brawve
Dixon, Reginald Black Elk, Larry Red Shirt,
and Bernadine Nichels. That leaves 8
people vet to stand trial for the court-
house melee that ccecurred 3 years ago.
Russell Means (assault, arson, riot)

Dave Hill (assault, arson, riot), Kamook
Banks, wife of Dennils Banks{ burglary),

and Paul Clifford (arson, riot) will stand
trial sometime this month.

Tunded partially by SMAB



DUAL SYSTEMOFJUSTICE
SOUTH DAKOTA

PROTECTION FOR. WHITES PR\SoN For INDIANS

The nolice attack on Indian spectotors in a Sioux TFalls state courtroom Arril 30

follews 15 months of whites murde~ine Indians and going free; of Indians facing long
prison terms for nrotestinf the court's injuatice to Indian people; of Indian defendants
end lawyers receivines racist treatment from the white judges; &nd of harasesment te
Indien snectators in the courtroom. From weeley Had Heart Bull's murder i n January
1972 to the April 7974 beatine of Indian peorle in the courtroom where Agsley Bad Feart
#:11s mather faces trial for protesting the leniency towa®d his white murderer, the
south Dakota dual svetem of justice has prevailed. (MNote; be sure to see the latest
develorments on back side, bottom)

— 1~ APRIL30,1974 SOUTH DAKOTA DUAL SYSTEM OF JUSTICE €2—<—

Judge Josevh Bottum ordered 25 tactical sguad police in full riot uniform with riot
aticke iz hand to clear the courtroom of 4% Indian spectators giving suprort to the
five Custer defendanta then on trial in Sioux Falls. Homents after the nress was
ejscted from the courthouse the tmctical squad, armed with riot sticks, mace and tear
gas attacked unarmed defendants and snectators. A Lutheran clerpyman vresent in the
eolirtroom described the scene as "urine a shotpun apainst a flee,”™ All but five Indian
grectators were thrown out of the courtroem after the 1-minute attack, The five were
arreated and taken te jsil where they were denied adequate medical attention for
thelr injuries. A1l Indian epectators were injured, eipht requiring hoswital care,
However, the most serious injurv was to defendant David H il11, who had besan ordered
to remain in the room. The first person attacked, he received severe eye and head
wourds, and doctors still have not been able to determine if he will lose his rirbt eye.

#hy was such an attack made on courtroom apectators? Decause they are Indisn meople
who mefursed to rtand to show respect for A Jjudee who has demonstreted over snd over how
reacist he is. Standine to show resnect for the judee in a courtroom is only a courtesy,
not a law. Joseph 3ottum deserves no courtesy from Indian veonle whom he is helping to
railrond into the prisons of South Uakota.

"‘“ﬁt APRIL 26,1974 SOUTH DAKOTA DUAL SYST EM OF JUSTICE Jfff—’

{Uyepr 50 Indian pecrle were bodily carried out of the Minnehaha County Courtroom,

where ther came to show suprort for the Custer defendants whose lepal and eonsitutional
rirhts were beins denied. The spectators refuse, to stand when judpe Bottum started to
enter the courtroom ard he refuszed to enter unleas thewv dids In a peaceful, non-violent
demonstration, more than 50 wom n, men and children were carried out and dumped in the
halla Cver an hour later Bottum reinstnated the three defenr® sttorneys whom he had
emapended the day before. H e then set court for the following week,

— o — APRIL 25,1974 SOUTH DAKOTA DUAL SYSTEM OF JUSTICE — » —

Judre Bottum ordered defense counsel to continue jury selection although the defensze

Had a motion oending before the State Suoresme Court to increase the number of pre=
emptory challenres for each defendant. Hacouse of the difficulty in pettine & fair
‘wokh Dnkpta jury Tar Indian people, defense attorneya felt that each defendant shodd
have maore than two- pre-emrtories, the number assifpned by Bottum. 'when the three defense
attorneys refused to continue jury selection, Bottum orl~ suspended the white defense
attorneys but fined and jailed the Indian attorney. Once again, Bottum had vividly
demonstrated his own racism and how the dual system of justice works. Yet, the next

dnv he expected Indian spectators to stand when he entefed the courtroom.

Batturm's actions in the courtroom are horrifying but they are no longer shocking to the
Indimsn peorle who have been strupgling apsinst the dusl system of justice ewver since
wesley Had Heart Pull was murdered.




;ﬁ JANUARY 21, 1973 SoUTH DAKOTA DUKLSYS TEM OF JUSTICE ¥

1 Schmitz, a filling station manager from Custer, 5.D., stabbed and killed Wesley
Bad Heart Bull in Buffalo Gap, 5.D. There were a number of eye-witnesses, and although it
would have been easy to stop the murderer, no attempt was made to catch Schmitz. The
car carrying Wesley to the hospital broke down en route, and some of Schmitz's friends
who passed it, decided to late too return for help. At the hospital, highway patrol-
men made no attempt to guestion people who were khown to have been with Schmitz that
night, They instead, arrested Eddie Clifford, a friend of Wesley's who himself had been
shot a few weeks before, He was arrested on an old traffic fine. It had been common
knowledge in Buffale Gap that a white bar owner had offered a reward fto the person who
killed Eddie ob Weslay. Apparently confident of aveiding conwiction, Schmitz turned
himself in the next day and was schedualed fer trial Febuary G.

FER.6,1975 SOUTH DAKOTA DUAL SYSTEM OF JUSTICE K<

About 200 Indians came to Custel, 5.D., in the heart of the land which belongs by Treaty
and by right to the Indian pecple, in the sacred Black Hills. They came to see that
justice be done to the white murderer of Wesley Had Heart Bull because they knew nothing
had happened a month earlier to the white murderer of Haymond Yellow Thunder in Gordon,
Nebraska. They planned to hold a meeting with the states attorney Hobart Gates to
diseuss the prejudice shown in the lack of investigatiom and with Sthmitz's being chrged
with only second degree manslaughter instead of first degree murder, Riot sgquad police
met the peaceful demonstraters with riot sticks, base¥mll bats, mace, tear gas and
other weapons. Many Indiane were injured. Thirty of the demonstrators were arrested;
later 19 were indicted. Those indicted include Sarah Bad Heart Bull, Wesley's mother,
whose hail was set =t the =ame amcunt as Schmitz's had been aftered he murdered her son.
Darell Schmitz had his trial reschedualed for May and moved to Rapid City.

MAY 1973 SOUTH DAKOTA DUM-SYSTEM OF JUSTICE @

After two days of testimony from 20 witnesses, an all-white jury acquitted Schmitz. Indian
peorle who heard testimony from defense witnesses say many of them lieds

E— e A e SN |

Because of Judge Bottum's racism and the tactical squad's brutality, five Indians were
immedistely arrested in the courtroom and by May 3, three more Indians and a white
sympathizer were also arrested. Again and again the police attack, and the people are
arrested and face vr ison terms. More than #8,000 in bail had to be raised, and with
more arrests expeeged, more bail money will be needed. On May 3, after requiring that
David Hill be brought to the courthouse in an ambulance and into the courtroom on a
stretcher, Judge Bottum denied the defense motion for a mistrial. He schedualed a
hearing on removing himself from the case for May 14,

SARAH BAD HEART BULL CONVICTED |
JUNE 2.0 ,1974 South DAKOTA DuAl SYSTEM OF JUSTICE

Sarah Bad Heart Bull has been sentenced by Judge Joe Bottum to epend 1=Syears in priscon.
Tn the same trial, Robert High Zagle and Kenneth Dahl were both sentenced to 5-Fyrs; all
three were convicted of "riot where arson was commit+ed," in connection with the Feb. By
197% Custer courthouse demonstration. Bottum's hﬂd&lity towards these people was again
demonstrated when he refused them bond pending the appeal of their cape-=he gave Sarah
Bad Heart Bull only 24 hrs. to make complete arrangements for her remaining six children.,

These were only the first eases to be heard by the state of Scuth Dakota on the Custer
demonstration--16 more people still have to go to court --what can we expect for these
people when even the mether of the deceased man i= sent to prison for protesting the
leniency shown towards her son's rurderer?

The Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee is in desperate need of funds, if you
are concerned, nlease send your contributions to:

WELD,/0C R WOUNDED KNZE SUPPORT COMMITTEE
F.0. Box 80931 15t Flr. Offices=Union
Lincoln; Nebraska Michigan State Univ.

68501 East Lansing, Mich. ,gasy

POl




LATEST TAIAL ZVEETS

ST. PAUL, MINN,.- Wounded Knee "leadership" trials

On 3ept. 16, 1974 U.3. District Judge Nichol dismissed the

cases of American Indian Movement leaders Dennis Banks and

Russel Means- the first two of the slx leadership cases 1o

be heard by the court, Means and Banks faced 5-count indict-
ments= the trials lasted 8 months, Basis for the dismissal by

the judge was the prosecut:r's (the U.3. Government) refusal

to accept the judzement of an 1t-person jury after one of the
jurers fell sick during the first week of deliberations. The
judge had threatened earlier to dismiss the cases due to gov-
ernment misconduct; he rebuked the F.B.I.for withholding evidence,
knowing providing false testimony, and for giving special witness
privilezes to a late surprise witness whose testimony was laterl
invalldated.

T, THONTN, NFRR, =wounded Knee "non-leadersaip" trials

r'he first 15 people tried for their participation in thne occupa-
tion of Wounded f{nee have been agquitted. However 1ln the latest
trial endingz Oct. 17, 1974, four people were convieted for 'bon-
spiracy" to enter wounded Knee; they have not yet been sentenced,
About 100 people still have to appear in court and the grand jury
is still actively indicting people for the Wounded Knee incldent.

OTHER CASES INCORPORATED BY THE
WOUWDED ZMEE LEGAL DEFEN3E/CFFEN3E COMUMITTEE

SIOUX FALLS, 5. DAZOTA-The Custer Cases

These trials involve 19 people indicted for thelr part in a

Feb, 6, 1973 protest at the Custer S5.D., courthouse APProx-

imately 200 protesters gathered at the courthouse 1o demand

that the alleged killer of Wesley Bad Heart Bull(0Oglala Sioux)

be charged with murder instead of 2-degree manslaugater. A con-
frontation with police ensued causing some destruction to the court-
house and the Chauber of Jomuzerce building. The first case (before
an all-white jury) ended in June, 1974 and sent tonree people to
prison: Sarah 3ad Heart Bull (mother of the deceased man) 1-Byrs.,
Robert High Eagle 5-Tyrs., and Kenneth Dahl 5-7yrs., all convicted
for "riot where arson was coamitied." Derold Schmitz, the admitted
killer of .esley Bad deart Bull was given =z 2-month suspended
sentence more than a year earlier, The remainder of these cases
will take place in Plerre, 3.D.

The killing of Wesley Bad deart Bull and related-subseqent evenis
Wwere in part responsible for increasing frustration among many
Indian people in the area and nelped pave the way Lo the Wounded
Knee occupation which happened less than a month later,

SIOUX FALL3, S.DAKOTA- Sioux Falle Courtroom Riot Cases

In April, 1974 during the first of the "Custer' cases in Sioux
7alls, a riot occurred within the courtroom. 13 ‘people have

been indieted for this incident which started when the presiding
judge ordered 24 riot-equipped policemen to clear the courtroom

of Spectators after a considerable number oi spectators refused to
stand waen the judge entered (rising to suow respect for a judge
is custom only). One pevson, David Hill, was a defendant and not
ordem +to leéave thne rnom; as a result of the attack by police,

LT

(conttd)



= h_FL;"] 1”: T 1::1.-__:.. _‘:;_-'L al:-_-. C'f ::“i;,_': Fi.—i-—ﬂt" E::IFE " EGHE Wi‘&l’lEEEE& iﬂﬂlud-
ng a 3isnop nave stated toat Hill was attacked and knocked uncon-
cipus irom ‘DEL]-J.T:.".]. R ':-T.l'EFS werse I"lEE‘Jl 1.-5-11313"1 . The tl"i?.l tiE.‘t-E El'ld

udge Cor these cases have not yet beedld anncunced.

RAPID CITY, 3. DAZOTA- Pine Xldge Tribal Election Suit

In January, 1974, sussell Means ran against Dick ilson (the
incumbent) for the tribal chairmansnilp of the tribal council

on Pine Ridge ieservation. Heans had earller won the primary
elaction but lost the final 1.?[‘]9—1‘550. After the ElEEtiDﬂ, Means
#1led sult with the U.3. District Court in Rapld City calling

for a new elsction on the ground s tnat his oppOnent had used
mary illezal elzctoral procedures, TwoO WOLel slgned affadavits
stating taat tney were pald to vois for Wilson, Means also claimed
that non-elizible voters participated in tne election and that
peoole showilnz support £or Q1m were often narassed, The Justlce

Dept. sent ii's @Goucission on Civil Algats to investigate the
caarges and upon i:'s :findings, Attorney general Willlam B, Saxbe
issued a brief July 15, suggesiing o2 new election. In 3epil.,
1974, tne presidine j.iige in fapld Caty Iinally ruled thai the
election falls out of his jurisdiction. At tais time, the people
of Pine didge Reservation are trying to 1mpeaca Wilson througn
the signing of petitions. At least five of tne eight tribal
councilmen are oppoded to Jilson. The oppression cannot last for-
ever., After #n 'ﬂr‘il‘lier impeaq;hment attempt againat Dick Wilson
failed, the occupaticn of Wounded Xnee began. The suspension of
Wllson's corrupt tribal governmenl WAS oOne of the demands ol the

pocouplers.
£ X X X X X X 4 4

Jue te tae nusber z2nd location of the trials involved, the
Jounded Knee Legal Defense/0ffense Comalttes has 1o maintalin

4 separate legal ofifices and has expenses averaging 310,000 per
gonts at the present time (Cct. 1374). In addition to thais, the
Jornittes iz $30,000 in debt, If you have money to spare, tuls is

the time to make a couniribution,

Aand eontributions tog

WLLD/OC or Jounded Znee Supgort Comaittee
2.0, Box 30903 18t Aleoor Qffices- Union
Linculn, debraska H“lehigan 3tate Univ.

ARE0 1 Fast Lansing, dich. 43824



JURORS AND OTHERS FOR RECONCILIATION

T Wanlarn Avemud
St Paul, Minoescts 53102

Telephons {613) 323-5643

WOUNDED KNEE JURORS
Fran Aikan

Louwsnng Boske
Thereee Chartie
layuresn Cooman
Richard Garcia
Elaime Grono
Linds Lacher
Geraldina Malson
Sunan Overan
Joyoe Selander
Katherine Vala

COORDINATORS

Des Brown
Mark Lane

September 20, 1974

Honorable William Saxbe

Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Saxbe:

For more than eight months, beginning in January of this year,
we have served as jurors at the Wounded Enee Trial of Dennis
Banks and Russell Means. From the outset we approached the
evidence in the case as impartial observers who had been
selected by the government prosecutors and the defense lawyers.
Possibly more than any other group of citizens we have had the
opportunity to hear the facts and to judge them.

As you know, we voted unanimously to acquit both defendants of
the charge of conspiracy and we were continuing with our

work when one of our number suffered a stroke. The Justice
Department refused to permit a jury of the remaining eleven
to reach a verdict; Judge Nichol granted a motion to dismiss
all the charges against both of the defendants.

We think it is important for you to know that while all of

the jurors undertook their obligations very seriously while we
were a jury some of us believe that our obligations continue.
It is for that reason that we have written this letter.

We the undersigned, wish you to know that we could not have
voted to convict either of the two defendants on any of the
charges and that we would not have voted to convict because
each of us concluded that there was not encugh evidence to do
so in spite of the faect that the govermment presented evidence
for 98 days and the defendants' response was comprised of but
five witnesses. In our view a government that cannot, in an
eight month trial, present enough evidence against the two
leaders of the Wounded Enee seige to secure a conviction on

- any count should for moral and ethical reasons, drop the

criminal charges against all the other Indain people and
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thelr supporters. Since the two leaders were guilty of no crime
we believe that the others should not be prosecuted for following them.

It 15 in the spirit of reconciliation and redemption that we urge you
to respect this suggestion and to join with us and other Americans

in an effort to bind up the wounds that have been caused by this,

our longest, and perhaps our least honorable, war.

Respectfully,

.m%(iﬁ.
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WOUNDED KNEE: A

FIRSTHAND

REVIEW

(The Occupation

“T never felt as free as [ did in Wounded Enes,' words of-
ten spoken by Indians who made themselves part of the 71
day occupation last year,

Te the hundreds who held owt against the tanks amd machine
mms of the FBEI and U.5. Marshals, Wounded Enes was a lib-
erated zone, a free place. For ten weeks a war went on in
a grubby, windswept valley in the middle of the United
States. People were shot at and gassed, some were killed,
many were wounded., There was little food or medical sup-
lies. People were hungry, some were sick; an old woman in
neod of insulin went inte a diabetic coma and died. Ba-
bies were born, pecple were married, Life went on in the
midst of the war. The village was being run by the people
who lived there. And the community was free,

Wounded Knee 1873 is the story of a pecple s¢ long pushed
up against the wall, they finally took their lives in
their own hands.

it is an unusual, bui net unheard of tele: it is the

story of the ancient Hebrews caught in the grips of the E-
gyptian pharoah; it is the story of Buropean pilgrims
sailing the Atlantic to religious freedom; it is the story
of Washington, Jefferson, Franklin and American militants
who dunped King Ceorge's tea intoe Boston harber two hun-
dred years age; bt 1s the story of tradesmen, miners and
truckdrivers who took their lumps in the labor movement
seruggles of the 1920's and 1930°s; it is the story of the
Jews who went underground in Mezi Gemmany; it is the story
of Freedom Fighters in Hungary in 1956; it is the story of
Megroes in Mississippi, Cathelics in Northern Ireland,
Tupamaros in Urugusy and tax rebels in the U.5.A,

It is the story of people who stood up and exposed the
stacked deck that shortchanged their lives; it ils the
story of people who, like the legendary David, faced up to
the Goliath whe bBullied them. In particular, Wounded Enee
1973 iz the story of the imerican Indian®s bid for freedom

in his own land,

Land is sacred teo Indian people. Yet in southwestern South
Dakota on the Pine Ridge Reservation, over 60% of the land
iz leased to white ranchers, some of it for as little as

El¢ an acre.

Pride is being able to feed your family. But the median
annual income on the reservation is less than 52,000; the
unerployment rate iz aver 50%.

Hedical treatmsnt ig a right, pot a privilege. But since
the recent Selective Service elimination of the doctor
draft, health care from the already wretched Public Health
Service has worsensd, Disense, especially TB, alcoholism,
and pneunonia, Is widespread,

People have & right to life. But life expectancy on Pine
fidge, like most reservations, is only about 43 years; in-
fant mortality is high; the suicide rate i3 a dozen times
the national average.

To Mative Americans who roamed this country for a thousand
years before the arrival of the Eurcpean immigrants, these
are not "Indian" problems, They are white problems.

Moreover, the U.5. government has broken every ons of the
300 treaties made with Indian people; and it successfully

See OCCUPATION , page 2

Agnes Afrand of Hawk defied the U.5. Marshals, the
FBI and the Bureau of Indian Affairs Police. They
ordered her to leave her home in Wounded KEnee during
the 71 day cccupation. She said no, "I moved here
15 years age. [ don't want to move again.”

Mrs, Afraid of Hawk told the writer she stayed in her
one room hut during the heavy firefights: "1 take a
little food and water, [ lie on the floor. The bul-
lets go through near the ceiling.™

The articles and photos in this issue of the Minnesota
Leader are the work of Kevin Barry Mc¥iernan, The HMinne-
sota Leader 15 indebted to him for sharing his views and
exparisnces with our readars.

All material contained im the Minnesota Leader is copy-
rightad and may Aot be réeproduced in any form withoug
written permission from the pubklisher.

The Trial p.d4

Motes from a Day p6
The Media p.8

The Tmpact p.12

INSIDE:




OCCUPATION , from page 1

has crushed attempts in other areas for Indians to regain
their self-determination. Religion and language have been
suppressed through the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
which has managed Indian affairs since it first was estah-
lished as an arm of the Department of War [now called the
Department of Defense),

FPerhaps the most shameful chapter in govermment-Indisn re-
lations was written in the village of Wounded Knee in the
late December winter of 1B90, A reorganized unit of Gen-
eral Armstrong Custer's Seventh Cavalry slagghtered hun-
dreds of virtually unarmed Minneconju Sioux led by Chief
Big Foot as well as scattered followers of the Hunkpapa
Sloux leader, Sitting Bull,

Eighty-three years later the Cavalry was long gone. But
the violence remained.

Frotests against the violence of centuries of racism and
land theft and years of systematie corruption by the BIA
came to a head. Tribal Chairman Richard Wilson responded
to months of peaceful protest on the reservation by ignor-
ing the problems or by terrerizing political opponents
through the tactics of his "“goon squad." Had he listened
to the discontent and promised solutions, even ones he
could mever deliver, Wounded Knee 1973 would never have
taken place. But he was not a clever politician.

When Chairman Wilson threatened the 1ife of a tfederal
poverty lawyer, his action browght to an end legal ser-
vices for the poor on Pine Ridge, But he also made more
enemies and fanned the flames of discontent,

khen members of his own Tribel Council and supporters of
the Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization (OSCED) tried
to impeach him for nmisuse of funds and other crimes, Wil-
son presided over his own impeachment hearing. Naturally,
he was not impeached and the outrage among the people in-
creased. The 0SCRO, whose membership during this peried
feachad B0, invited the American Indian Movement [AIM]
onto the reservation. Less than a weeck later, the village
of Wounded Knes was seized by members of the civil rights
group with technical support from AIM.

There was, no doubt, a conspiracy to take over Wounded

knes, But no one expected the takeover to last moze than
a few days or a week. MNo one was prepared for more than
that.

There weren't enough clothes, baby food or medicine for
more than a short fiege in the cold South Dakota wvalley in
the middle of winter. But the days turned to weeks, the
weeks into months, and the occupiers came to feel & pur-
pose in themselves, even beyond the legal demands for
treaty and land recognition. There was a pride and self-
respect in just being Indian, in reviving a prowud culture
and history which, for many, had been lost in the back al-
leys of reservation border towns and cities.

That purpose was eclevated and propelled by a return to
traditional Indian religion. Ko other factor so strength-
ened the Wounded Enee resistance. It gave the occupiers
the sense that they had a higher missien in life than
their own survival, It gave them a powerful strength to
resist the cold, to gpo hungry, to fight machineguns with
squirrel rifles and to make their stand. It sometimes
seemed as if a lot of old scores had te be settled and God
had appointed them te de it. It scemed to many that they
were selacted by history to redeem the broken prnuiscs.
homes, and dreams of their fathers and grandfathers.

The most common religious ritual of the occupation was the
sweat lodge ceremony, [ remember the first one I attended
in Wounded KEmee. Built in the gully below the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church, behind which Eig Foot and the 1890
vietims are buried in their mass grave, the sweat lodge
was no more than a crude hut. 5Small branches framed the
dome=like skeleton, They were bound with rawhide and
cloth strips and draped with tarps and animal skins,

I entered the sweat lodge with six others, whe that day
included AIM leaders Dennis Banks, Carter Camp and Stap
Helder., With Black Elk, the Sioux medicine man, conduc-
ting the ceremony, there was a total of eight people in an
snclosed space no bigger than the inside of a Volkswagen
car. HKe huddled naked around a pit carved in the ground.
Rocks which had heen cooking for hours in the fire outside
were dutped into the pit frem the pitchfork of Black Clk's
zssistant, the "firemsn.”™ Cedar twigs were thrown cn the
rolten rocks, filling the lodge with a sweet, smoksy aro-
ma, Every rock was a glowing red coal when the "fireman"
closed the flap, Inside, everything else went in black-
negd,

We hunched down, so tightly crowded together that our
crosz=legged bodies seemed comnected. Black Elk prayed in
his Lakota language and then in English because, although
I was the only non-Indian, most of the others were not
Sioux. He prayed to Gramdfather, the Great Spirit, and to
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Grandmother, Mother Earth., With each prayer he would la=
die a cup of water from a bucket onto the sizzling rocks,
Instantly, a blast of steam swept arcund our cubicle of
darkness, scorching my shoulders and pushinmg my chin te my

chest.

Black Elk prayed for the safety of those in Wounded Enee,
for the runners whose nightly trips through FEL lines gave
us enough food to survive another day, for courage of In-
dian families on the reservation whe operated the “under-
ground railroad” and for the health of the new little baby
in the village. Each prayer was followed by another of-
fering of water and each rush of steam grected by gutteral
sounds of assent by the seatcd respondents. We were so
tightly bunched together that 1 couldn®t get my feet far
enough away from the rocks in the center, With each ladle
of water inte the firey pit, I was scalded with little
splashes on my toeg and legs, It was hard to breathe; my
entire body became a running faucet of sweat.

Black Elk told ws that his grandfather witnessed the bat-
tlefield remains the day after the Massecre at Wounded
Knee, He thought that the "sacred tree of life" died
there with Big Foot in 18%0. But he dreamed its roots on
one day would be resurrected, jolning all Indian people
together again. The dream had not been forgotten. Black
Elk remimded ws that the dozens of tribes at Wounded Enee
1973 were joined as one, nourishing these roots and ful-
filling the anclent prophecy that tribal unification wouwld
comg through the Sioux,

"orandfather, watch ower us," he prayed, "lst us water the
tree, let the tree bloom again,,."

When he finlshed, Black Elk asked the man across from him
to pray outloud, and then each person to follow suit in a
clockwise direction, from the front of the hut arcund the
circle. As cach man praved to the Great Spirit, we all

squad” set up rosd blocks around Wounded Knee to bol-
ster the federal blockade.

answered, "All my relatiems, all my friends." Black Elk
poured more water, When my turn came, I could barely
speak. My words were few and divect. Luckily their im-
pact prompted only ome ladle of water.

Later on, my fingers seemed 5o close to being paralyzed
from the heat that T had to brace my wrists against fold-
ed knees in order to smoke the passing peace pipe when it
cama around the cirele. In the weeks that followed, @y
body became more accustomed to the heat, and the physical
shock of the sweat bath diminished, But that first night
there seemed to be no time for spiritual requests beyond
that for mere stamina and endurance to resist the liquid-
like fire engulfing me. It was as If I was being cooked
alive in a pot of smoldering lava. 1 was conscious, but
it all secaed like a dream,

When the ceremony ended, we crawled outside, My lungs
were bursting when I hit the cold evening air, It was a
dizziness I'd only felt after surfacing from a long under-
water dive, My knees were weak as I tried to stand with
the others around the fire in front of the teepee, But
gradually T noticed my head becoming clear and my month-

See OCCUPATION , page 3



OCCUPATION, from page 2
long cold almost completely gone.

Black Elk started talking. He told uws he didn't know how
to read or write but that he felt "civilized" because he
was close to nature, He told ws how his grandfather was
baptized by the Methodist mizsionaries, by the Catholic
missionaries and, finally, by the Episcopalean mission-
aries, Then he found out there were something like 285
organized churches in America, He was shocked, After
adding up the years his three conversions had already ta-
ken, he returned te the sarth and to his Imdian religion,
Wz all laughed.

Someone had papers and tobacco. We passed a cigarette a-
round the fire and smoked in silence.

Black Elk then told us about being a child in a mission-
ary schozl on the Pine Ridge Reservation. His teachers
made him speak Emglish. They had flakes of seap grated-up
in a shoebox and stuck a few In his mouth whenever he
spoke his native Lakota. After a few mimutes they would
inspect his mouth to make sure he had swallowed the seap.
But he said he learned to hide the flakes under his
tongue. Alone later, he would spit-ocut the scap [along
with the presunsption he'd swallowed it). ™01d Indian
trick,” Black Elk said with a snile,

That wag the last sweat bath of the day., We felt at peace
gitting around the glowing bars of the final fire. It was
early evening there in the gully, but already the skles
were popping with government rocket flares. Federal
search lights swept the willage in ¢risscross paths, It
seamed like a movie scene from Stalag 17. But by then it
was a fact of life and no one bothered to comment. It was
gently samusing, those distant reminders of military might
from the men in the hills who were "only doing their job."

Around the fire it was guiet,
ness In the center of myself. There was a clarity that
night in Wounded Knee, T guess I felt closer to my spir-
it, eo just being myself: one person, in one place, at one
time,

I felt,a tranquil nothing-

I don't mean to suggest that my Wounded Enee experience
was always so peaceful. Heavy firefights with the 1.5,
Marzhals and FEI men often made it seem that Wounded Knee
was solely a military occupation. But those who were hit
had their bullet wounds treated with Indian medicine,
herbs, peyote, and minerals, Except for the two who died,
everyone responded to treatment, partially I can't help
believing, because of healing ceremonies by Black Elk and
others who instilled a spiritual purpose snd drive into
a1l of the oceupiers. People were proud, yet humbled that
they were part of something larger than themselves. It
wits not always so.

A few years ago it was not uncommon for many Native Ameri-
cans to be ashamed of their heritage. Some would deny be-
ing Indian and try to pass themselves off as Spanish or I-
talian when applying for a job. Assimilation was the goal
of most who left the reservatlons and came to the cities.
They wanted to fade inte the so-called melting pot of A-
merican acceptance, And, while privately they may have
winced at hearing racial put-downs like “cigar store Indi-
an,” "blanket ass" or "bow and arrow," publicly they tried
to forget the culture which once had been 50 unlque and
distinctive. Moreover, the pressure to conform to white
society filtered back te the reservation whare full ?lﬂnd-
od Indians gradually took B second elass stature beside
the mixed bresds who had inter-married and, thus, were

"more white,"

In 1934 full bloeds decisively lost control on Fine Ridge
when Congress passed the Recrganization Act. This act re-
placed the Treaty Council which was composed of natural
leaders of numerous kinship bands on the reservatien. It
inposed upon the people the current elective form of gov-
ermment, which is modeled after the American states and
the federal government. It was a form of government wel-
comed by the mixed breeds who, though largely landless,
were coming into the majority in mmbers, It was bitterly
opposed hy the full bloods who even today, though cutmm=
bered three to one, own most of the Pine Ridge land.

The Reorganization Act combined with over 100 missionary
ehurches on the reservation to separate Indian culture
from its traditional political and religious reots. Fro-
gress meant to "Americanize” and that was to leave pehind
Mhackward” self-goverrment and "pagan’ nature worship.
Despite the lengths Washington and the christ::n_churthts
went to suppress political and religious expression [th
Sioux Sun Dance and Ghost Dance both were outlawed EI.ﬂlf-
ferent times), the full bloods maintained their practices.
The practices of traditional chiefs and medicine men never
died out, although neither did they flourish as once they

had,

It was hardest for the Indians who left the reservations.
To make it in white society they had to bury the very

Minnesota Leader page 3

things which gave their lives meaning: their language,
their religien and their culture, IFf Wounded Knee 1973
did amything, it made Indiane Fesl good. 1t returned
their pride. It exorcised their shame. It revitalized
their spirit.

Wounded Knee 1973 was a spiritual magnet to Indians from
all over Morth America who came te ald the reslstance. It
was as if they were drawn there to make a personal stand,
to put their own livesz into an integral ovder with their
Tace.

The Indian activism of the 1970's which culminated at
Wounded Enee is, to some extent, an cutgrowth of tactics
enploved by Black Civil Rights activists in the 1960"s.
One fundamental difference, however, is the importance to
each of religion. Groups like Martin Luther King's South=
ern Christian Leadership Conference may have had an under-
lying religious emphasis, But it was more a focus of hu-
manitarianism than of fundamental spiritual belief. It
was 4 means toward an end; 1t wasn't the end itself.

The remarkable thing in Wounded Enee was the attempt to
recover what traditional Tndian ancestors always had: a
harmony with Mature and the Great Spirit, & way of life in
which religion was not, as it has become today, a mere
category in one's overall program,

Without question, the Wounded Enee occupation was a strug-
gle of the will, of the spirit. Apgainst the U.5. tanks
and automatic weapons, the Indian shotguns and 22's were
ludicrously inept. But what really went on the line at
Wounded Enee were people’s lives, At first [ was skepti-
cal. 5o 1 watched and waited. 1 observed everyone close-
1y over long periods of tension amd stress, And then I
knew: the Indians wers resdy to die for their beliefs. It
was no put-on. They smoked the sacred pipe, prayed with
the ceremonial pevote and sweated the poizon of hate from
their bodies inside the skin-covered sweat lodge. They
put their lives up for massacre. Only their spiritual
strength inside Wounded Enee amd the Harris Poll of public
suppert cutside kept them alive, Wayne Colburn, the Di-
rector of the U.3, Marshals Service, at one peint told the
press that he was tightening the blockade around Wounded
¥nee in an attempt to drive the Indians from the village,
"We're going to change their life-style," he promised,

But his efferts failed, The people remained.

For ten weeks they fought a war against a grestly superior
military force. They had little or no food, water or
heating fuel, but they survived as free poople in a liber=
ated territory. They controlled those institutions which
affected their wiability, and they aimed their assault at
the weakest part of the American fabric: spirituality.

It was no wender that Stanley Pottinger, one of the U.5.
negotiators at Wounded Enee, would question the reasons so
many people stayed for the entire occupation, and then
would answer his own question, "I suppose their lives hawve
been so shabby on the cutside,” he mused, halfway through
the cccupation, "that they feel they have nothing te
lose,"

To Stanley Pottinger, the residents of Wounded Kneg---
cold, tired, hungry---might have said: We onily have some-
thing to gain, owr pride. This is our land. I gives us
pur identity. We are part of it. Mother Nature 15 our
mother, If gou're in tume wikh that, in tume with the
rhigehm af the universe; wour life is at peace. You are
not separated frosw ypour spirit. Your life Is caught up.
It iz a good day ko ldve. It i85 a good day to die, It
dosan't matter what the geographical spot fa. You are
yourself, You are all khings. You are evarywhare, Time
and space are one. You are.

It seems unlikely that the spiritual experience of Wounded
Enee 1973 was shared by U.5. Marshals apd FBL men station-
ed in the surrounding hills, To them, no dowbt, the as-
sigmment was enly a "job." They were paid "overtime" when
they worked weekends. But there were no "weekends" in the
culture of the village, And one question the Indians of-
ten yvelled wp vo the hills during long evening watches
was, "Are you ready to die for money?"

Like the soldiers in Vietnam, the federsl men hardly
seemed to be where they were for any transcendent belief.
The Indians, on the other hand, did not separate their
jobs from their lives, And so, in that s$enge at least,
the struggle favored the villagers,

The federal men came ill-cquipped to deal with Wounded
Enee, just as they had been ill-equipped to deal with
Vietnam. Both were struggles for national liberation and
the rights of self-determination. Annotated government
legal codes entitled "INDIANS" were brought to Wounded
knee in government briefcases. Mot only did these show
the folly of legalistic attempts to solve human problems,
they indicated further that the U.5. was condemned to re-
peat the mistakes of hundreds of years of government-
Indian relations. The U.5. $till had the guns; it could

See OCCLPATION . page 11



I'The Trial

Russell Means and Dennis Banks were the first of seven in-
dicted American Indian Movement leaders to come to trial
for their roles in the oceupation of Wounded Enee,
Throughout their eight month trial, the two never denied
that they and about 200 somewhat ammed supporters took o-
ver the village on February 27, 1973 and held out until
the following May 8th,

They defended their actions on the basis of a 106 year old
agreement, the Fort Laramie Treaty, According to that
1E68 treaty, Congress guarantesd the sight Teton Sisux Na-
tions "“undizturbed use" of all lamds in South Dakota west
of the Missouri River, plus territories in present day
Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota and Mebraska., They ac-
cusad the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)] with misuse of
funds and charged the elected Oglala Sioux tribal leaders
en Pine Ridge with using a "goom squad" to wage a "reign
of terror” on the reservation,

The trial opened om January 8, 1974, eight months to the
day after the last holdouts emerged from Wounded Knee,
The ten-count grand jury indictment charged the defendants
with leadership roles in Wounded Knee, and thus responsi-
bility for crimes committed during the occupation---wheth-
er thoy personally took part in them or not.

The govermment's case from the beginning lnsisted that so-
ciety could not permit present day laws to be broken to
rectify past wrongs. If this were condened, said the
prosecutors, civilization would be replaced by anarchy.

Russell Means and Dennis Banks argued that their intent
was not to break American law but to wphold Indian treaty
law,

When the case went to the jury September 12th, the 1E&8
Sioux Treaty was as much an issue as it had been the pre-
vious Januray, Federal Judge Fred Nichol instructed the
Jurar: the Treaty was evidence before them, He told them
that possible violations of it could be considered in as-
sessing the AIM leaders' motive in seizing Wounded Knee.

He instructed them, however, that under American law the
Treaty was not 8 legal defense: "Even if the defendants
acted out of the highest moral principles, purity of mo-
tive plone will not negate criminal intent.™

When the jury wenmt ocuwt the sfterncon of September 12th, no
one suspected there would never be = deliberated verdict
in the case, However, after the panel had met for only
eight hours, a 55 wear old juror suffored a heart sttack
and could not continue., Federal statute provides an autos
matic mistrial in such an instance—--if both defense and
progecution will mot agres to an abbreviated panel.

The defense was willing. But the prosecution was not.
And, the final refusal came from high levels in the Jus-
tice Department after alternate jurors, releascd from
their caths before the heart attack occurrence, publicly
imdicated the regular jurcrs might acguit the AIM leaders.

Tverall Wounded Knee prosecutions had tied wp the American
Indian Movement for 18 months., The defendants wanted out.

5S¢ lawyers for Banks and Means confronted Judge MNichol
with a last minute motion for acquittal based on goverm-
ment misconduct during the trial. It worked. Nichol was
incenssd that the government would mot accept the verdict
of 11 jurers, especially In wiew of all the time, money
and emergy which had gone into this, one of the longest
criminal trials in American history. "It's been a bad
year for justice in this eountry,” said the judge, "a bad
year for justice.™

In dismissing the charges, Nichol delivered a blistering
75 minute attack om Assistant U,5. Attorney R.D. Hurd, the
profsecutor, and on the FBI, The judge said Hurd was mare
interested in conviction than in justice. He implied the
prosecutor had not acted as a servant of the law, Judge
Hichol accugsed Hurd of collaborating with the FBI to gquash
@ rape investigation of the government's star witness in
August, He said Hurd had lied to the Court and that FBI
agents were guilty of misconduct in “stooping to such a
low state," Quoting from another decision, the judge szaid,
"The U.5. Attorney mey strike hard blows, but he is not at
liberty to strike foul ones."™

Judge Nichol also dismissed the charges for what he ruled
to be the illegal participation of the military at Wounded
Enee. The trial produced evidence that the Pentagon had
covertly supplied more than 300,000 in arms, personnel
and assistance to federal agents during the occupation,
"We don't want the military running the civil affairs in
thi: councry or having anvthing to da with the sxecution
cof lawsz," said the judge.

But, it was clear that the misconduct of the prosecutor,
and especlally the FEI (which Michel sald was responsible
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for the dismizsal of ancther AIM trial he'd presided o-
ver---the Twin Cities Naval Air Station takeover three
years ago] were the main causes of the Wounded Enee deci-
gion,

Shortly after the dismissal, Judge Nichol told me, "I
think the worst corruption of the FEI 1% due to the Nixen
administration,”

It waz not, generally, a good case for the FEI's image,
Throughout the trial, the defense charged the government
with bad falth prosecution, and comparcd the conduct of
the FEI and other federal agencies to the Watergate scan-
dals. B5ix evidentiary hearings interrupted testimony in
the trial, Most were the result of defense allegations of
government misbehavior, The hearings legged hundreds of
hours and saw witness stand appoarance of dozens of FRI
agents.

During one hearing last Spring, which accounted for a Five
week trial interruption, Judge Nichol ruled that the FBI
had "obliterated" a plece of trial evidonce. This promp-
ted precedent setting action by the court., Judge Nichol
ordered the FBI's entire file on Wounded Knee impounded.
It was then discovered that the FEI had over 315,000 sap~
arate file claggifications on the case, This revelation
caused the judge to remark: "If this government ever
falls, It won®t be because of outside subwersion, It will
topple under the sheer weight of its own paper work,"

Indians butchered a cow; later the beef would be
boiled in garbage cans over outdoor fires and then
Eaten,

Early in the trial, when three FBL agents visited the news
editors of the St, Pasl pispatch=Flonser Presw, the de=
fense charged the government with Intimidation of the me-
dia, Judge Nichol refused to hold an evidentiary hearing,
but later when the initial two day hearing on the FBI wi-
retap stretched out beyond a month, the judge said his o-
pinicn of the Bureau had changed: "1 used to think the FBI
was one of the best organizations ever te come down the
EIEE- But now, I think it's deterisrated, detericrated
adly."™

Khen Joseph Teimbach, Special Agent-in-charge of the FEI
tor the three state area centralized in Minneapolis, told
the judge he knew nothing of the Wounded Fnee wiretap, the
defense proceeded to produce a wiretap affadavit in Trim-
bach's name, Judge Nichol angrily rebuked Trimbach, Out
of ;nurt, the judge indicated Trimbach had perjured him-
salf,

Later, ong of the sgents who actually committed some of
the phone monitoring appeared on the stand., When he ad-
mitted under sath that in fact he had violated the federal
electronic survelllsnce law, Banks and Means tried (in the
presence of the jury] to place the agent under citizem's
arrest, MNichel told the defendants he would not allow an
arrest in his courtroam. The defendants and their sup-
porters then chased the FBI agent through the streets of
downtown 5t. Faul, The man wasn't caught, bet this and
other such incidents prompted observers to ask, "Just who
i% on trial here?"

See TRIAL , page 5



AIM leader Russell Means, Medicine Man Wallace Black Elk and Oglala Sioux Civil Rights leader Pedro Bissommette
joined in teepee negotiations with federal authorities at Wounded Knee, Bissonnette was shotgunned to death by Bla
policemen =ix monch: after the occupation of Wounded Enee,

-

TRIAL, from page 4

Later in the case came the hearing to determine whether
the FRI had unduly influenced the dropping of a seven
count wape complaint against the government's star wit=
ness, Two days into the hearing an incident occurred
which Judge Michol was to call "bizarre," buring testi-
mony of a sequestered witness, a pair of armed FEI agents
was uncovered eavesdropping behind a door near the jury
box. Judge Wichol abruptly recessed court and called the
agents into his chambers for a tongue lashing. And S0 it
wenl, Seeningly, until the final dismissal.

The government's case against Dennis Banks and Russell
Means lasted almost seven momtha, The defense took four
dawa. TFive witnesses were called, thres reservation ln-
dians, and awthors Vine Deloria, Jr. and Dee Brown.

The defendants were originally charged in an eleven count
indictment, One charge was dropped before the trial,

Five charges were dropped in July when the govermsent
rested 1t cage--=mainly for reasons of legal insufficien=
ey, The misconduct dizmisszal in September affected the
five vemaining charges: conspiracy in the Wounded Knee
aetzure) larceny of the village's tfading post | and thies
counts of assaulting federal officers.

Banks and Means did not testify in their own defense. [But
they cross-examined government witnesses, acting as co-
coungelors with their attorpeys, who included Chicago Sev-
an lawyer Bill Kunstler and Mark Lane, author of the JEK
assassination book, Fush to Judsment.

It wag a stormy trial. There were frequent cutbursts,
Funstler, Lane, and St, Paul artoraey Ken Tllsen were o-
jected from the courtwoom by U 5. Marshals on February 12,
1974, the day of opening arguments. In June, Lane wasg
jailed hriefly for contempt after heated questioning of a
govermment informer, Both Lane and Bunstler wore jailed
overnight in late August, The incident prompting the sc-
tion gecurred during questioning of another informer, A
fistfight, mace-spraying melee broke out between marshals
and Indian trial supporters in the spectator gallery. HNo
perranent contempt citations remain against the lawyers

from any of the lncidents,

[t was a vigorous defense by attorneys for the AIM lead-
er=, Their strategy from the beginmning was to go on the
of fensive and to attack the very system which brought the
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prosecutions,

"Wotergate" appears hundreds of times in the court record,
The name of former Attorney General John Mitchell often
Was mentioned.

Mitehell and his bosgs, Richard Nixon, campaigned success-
fully in 1968 and 1972 on the "law and order" platform,

In a 1963 speech, Attorney General Mitchell condemmed rad
cals and govermment opponents. He sald that the greatest
danger to American security lay with “demestic subver-
sives." Five years later, as the Wounded Emee trial soved
along, it was clear that he and others, whose sworn duty
It was to uphold the law, were the real lawbreoakers,

The Wounded knee defendants may have broken laws, but it
was clear they did so out of principle, Mitchell, the
former top-cop In the country, and Nixon, the former Chief
Executive, had done a0 for greed and power. Wounded Kneo
lawyers sought to drive that distinction home throughour
the trial,

The victory in the end was more a victery for hundreds of
hard-working supporters of Dennis Banks and Russell Mecans
than it was for the Jdefendants or their well known law
yers., It was @& collective effort of teams of legal work
ers, imvestigators on the reservations, volunteers in th
office. It was a cooperative effort of people who be-
lieved in anm idea. [t was a victery praved for daily in
the defense room on the Tth floor of the courthouse and
chanted for in the drvun ceremonies on the front sidewalk
helow.

After more than eight months in the courtroom, hundreds of
exhibits and witnesses, 21,000 pages of transcript and al-
most five million words of testimony, the trial which o-
pened January Sth finally ended.

At first it was thought that the outcome directly would
atfect at least 100 other Wouwnded ¥nee cases still pen-
ding. Im fact, Judge Bichol, in dismissing the charges a-
gainst the AIM leaders, drew a comparison to President
Ford®s pardon of ex-President Nixen., The judge asked,
samewhat rhetorically, "Is it faly for the Wounded Enee
non-leaders to be found guilty if Dennis Banks and Russe])
Means go freel"

Thus far, the "non-leaders™ have been tried in Sioux

See TRIAL, page 11



Notes

from a Day
at Wounded Knee

by Kevin Barry McKiernan

Eewin Barry Mcokiernan is a 30 pear old journalist who resides in the fwin Cities, Ne covered the Wounded Mneo
occupation amd many of the subsegquent court trials for Matiomal Public Radio and for KSTN Radio in S&, Paul,
He wag a free lance photographer for UFI wireservice and for WCOO=TV during the occupation and for UPT Audig
Network during the Banks-Means trial. He spent 7 weeks fnside Wounded Koee during the takeower, The follow-
ing iz a page from a diary of his sxparisnces.

APR T 1973 Dawn

Food drop! [ scramble awake from the floor of the trailer house and Tun outside. It seems incrediblel
Three single engine planes fly-in from the north, dipping low wing to wing over Wounded Enee. Sewven silky
parachutes float to ecarth. The sircraft fan out, disappearing over the pine-studded hills., They're gone as
quickly as they came,

One parachute lands in a field across Manderson Road, Food! What a beautiful sight for sore eyes and hun-

gry bellies. FPeople are flocking from everywhere, gathering up the chutes, ripping the bundles open---fresh
carrots, potatoes, rice, chocolate bars, relling tobacco. And leaflets bearing the words, "Freedom from Op-
pression in Indochina,.®

Then all hell breaks loose., There's sniper fire from "Vulture," the largest of the federal heliocopters.
It's raking Manderson Road where food's being carried to the Security Building for distribution. Bullets
are dancing in the dirt around Florine Hollowhorn's kids. It's like a salt-shaker pouring around them. A
mitracle nobody's hit, I grab some food and run back to the traller.

T a.m.

Automatic gunfire from Armored Persemnel Carriers (APC's) on the hill behind the trailer., In minutes there
are sounds of shooting all over town. AIM's are running for cover under trailers, behind cars, down in the
trenches, from bullding to building behind the community center,

Mary Ellen leaves the new-born baby with Grandea to go for food to the trailer next door. A federal sniper's
tracer bullet splatters the metal door frame inches from her arm, She dashes inside. The round lies imbed-
ded near the knob, smoldering as the door bangs closed behind her, Bullets go through both trailers. Our
bedroom window shatters. Trailers are so shabbily built they offer about as much protection as a Dixie Cup.

900 _am.
Federal fire seems confined to north and west sides of Wounded Knee. Run next door to fill a pouch with some
of the Bugler tobacco from the food drop. Nice to be smoking again, Helicopters flying high around our

perimeters, AIM's fire on them but they're ocut of range, Junior is shot through the left palm while reload-
ing his ocwn plstol,

Automatic fire coming in from the hills., Single shots from .22 rifles and 20 gauge shotguns going out from
the village. Sounds dueling in the morning sunlight. CRACK-CRACK-CRACK! Plip! Boom! Plip! Boom! Grand-
ma sits om the couch holding the week=old baby she delivered. B5She's calmly braiding the long black hair of
her 35 yvear old son, & Philadelphia truckdriver after he left the reservation in Kansas, He's sitting below
her on the living room fleer. She looks through the glass and smiles, "Listen to that meadow lark, singing
through all of this!" Grandma®s got a .38 Special stuck in the bosom of her dress. She still refuses to be
driven uptown from the trailer where she's made her home these past weeks.

Some rice. I ask Mary Ellen if she'll take the baby to safer quarters over at the trading post, if I can get
4 vehicle to the trailer to pick them up. She says yes, But the only car with gas 1s the white Toyota---
which ran up tne hill benind us carrying men and guns an hour ago. There was a crary face-off with an APC.
Everybody got pinned down. They crawled down the hill backwards, abandoning the car, 1 can't get to it, but
1'11 see if anything else is rumning.

Grab the Minolta still camera and cautiously venture out, carrying three pop bottles full of drinking water
for the guys in the closest bunker. Hop, crawl and scramble scross tne rosd. Flatten out under the bullats
whizzing overhead. T remember what Bobby said; if the rounds are only whizzing, they're at least a yard a-
bove you; Lif they're cracking, "They're right on you!" Sweating. Make my way a few hundred yards up to the
Manderson bunker and jump inside. My God---it's empty. No wonder, with these tin and plywood walls, Take a
swig of water and leave the pop bottles. Notice a green van parked cutside by the sandbags, Yell to the
people across the field in the houses: "Is the truck running®?™ A girl sticks her head out of the closest

pru{g;t home---"No, it's out of gas!" Fifty yard dash to her deorway., Clutching the Mineoita. Running for
my life.

Three people in the house, all in the kitchen lying down below the window limes. A pregnant Chippewa girl

1% on the floor, her back propped wp against the sink pipes. There are a coupie or guns on the table. I
grab a walkie-tdlkie and try to call Pawmes Command Post ta get a car down here for Mary Ellen. Mo response,
Batteries are almost dead.

Two more people burst into the kitchen. Bad news. Someone's been shot! Up in the old Eplscopal church on
the hill near Eing Cobra bunker. Hurt bad, they say. That new nurse sprained her ankle trying to run through

fire to get to him, Others trying to stretcher him out over the draws and through Big Foot's burial ground
But the fire's too heavy. They're trapped somewhere halfway to the field hospital. ¢ - ]

Up from the lower projects comes Mary Ellen hurrying, babe in arms. She's flanked by Ray and Gwen carrying
guns. Two girls, Venona and Kamook, raising white flags behind them, As they weave from house to house, the
APC fire is still loud but it doesn't seem to be hitting near them, I run down to meet them. We make our
way back to the house. Mary Ellen and the baby ought to be safe in the basement.




I R AT
LE SR LN
1Bl wmune From Roscebed named Bo, that mouwthy, sbovy cndaraci who's wlwaws ashing me why L' taking
re make a run for the trading post. I iddies up the white stallion [ rode the other day.
mounts up, pushes his cowboy hat down tight over his straight bilack kalir and digs in the spurs. Every-
dv"s cheering for hie as he gallops south through the ditches zlong Manderson Bead. APC's on the Rill open

up with shert, steady bursts, He crests the ridge In o ¢lowd of Just, fe's whipping that hor=e tlank to

Flank. Bullets are popping in the dirt ahead of him, Undernesth him, Bakind him. Then the clip-clops prow
Fainter, And the gunfire subsides as he disappears toward the Big Foot Trail. How he made 1t 1'11 mever
Kniow .

Ray is reading war comics and seems to be relaxing out on the back porch in the morping sun. Gwen paces back
and forth through the ward ameng the junked cars, barking dogs and laundry on the line. Then they decide
they'll try to make it uptown, too. [It's crazy to go through the ditches where Bo went, The only way is the
back gulches, then up to the church shack near King Cobra where that guy was hit. [ grab my camera and fol-
low, We go up the hills and Jdown the eanyons, out of sight from the APC's. OGwen's leading with her drawn
.22 plstol. Ray's behind, with one of his two handguns cut. I'm bringing up the rear with my 50mm Minolta.

The last two hundred yards are wide open up the west side of the hill to the church. We're tig-zagging but
sti1ll a hell of a target. Final sprint to the door. Somebody throws it open. We burst out of breath into
the darkened interior,

I see a guy with three days beard growth lying on a mattress by a blanket-shrouded window, He nntiunslnﬂ to
get down, pointing his carbine at the wet wooden floor underneath my boots---"A guy just got ghot here! He
was iitting in a chair where you're standimg. GCet the hell down.”

I sink to the floor. A white basin at my feet is full of blood, Somebody else says it's from the man they
just carried out, a 47 year old Apache. Look around the room. Bullet holes in the sides of the walls. Guy
with the carbime points to the hole which passaged the round that struck the man: "Frank Clearwater. He was
just sitting there in that chair. Just woke up. Almost everybody else was still sleeping..." He points to
the half-dozen mattresses that line the floor around the pot-bellied stove in the middle of the shack.

", ..Bullet came through the wall, blew the back of his head off. He never knew what hit him. And he just
came in yesterday with his wife, 5She was pregnant. They hitchhiked all the way from North Carolina. He
never even picked up & gun..,"

Mow I Temember Frank! He snd his wife were the ones who showed up yesterday in the Security Building., Asked
me for blankets. I told them where to find some, then shot the shit with Prank for a few mimutes, I had a
little Bull Durham tobacce left, Asked him if he had any rolling papers. 'No," he said, "but here's a ciga-
rette...take a couple., 1 just got in and there's still a full pack.”

Moon

Fay and Gwen are lying on tne floor. Ray's filling the'chambers of his .38 with new rounds, The World War

IT Medal of Honor earned under General MacArthur in Asia as a Ind Lieutenant in the U.,5, Army lies pinned om
his chest next to a red and white AIM button, An American flag is sewn upside down on the back of his jersey.
Cree, Cheyenne, Apache and Seminole---what a mixture in this guy---who as & young kid almost 30 years ago en-
listed in the Service to keep the world safe for democracy. Owen's still panting from the run, 'Times like
this," she says between breaths, "I wish I were ten years younger!" Before long they're up and out the door.

Everybody's got tobacco from this morming's air drop. We sit on the dirt floor rolling cigarettes. I'm tak-
ing pictures, Occasionally, I pop out by the trench where there's a telescope mount with heavy metal field
glasses like those you'd find at the top of the Empire State or in Golden Gate Park by the S5an Francisco Bay.
I can see really well as far west as that APC position on the hill behind ‘the trailers. Magnification is
powerful, but the focus is ripply from this distance. [t's producing heat waves, but I can sece two APC's, a
jeop and five men up close enough to make out which men are carrying weapons. Wish I had a telephoto lens
like this on my Minolta.

Bobo, the crazy little guy who broke the spindle on my tape recorder at the wedding the other night, bursts
into the bunker, His face is awash with sweat, a medicine bag is hanging on a4 rawhide cord from his neck.
"Where's the nurse with the sprained ankle?" He's been sent out to guide her back to the hospital downtown,
where three Indians now lie wounded. 5She's needed more than ever since the doctor's gone out with Frank up
to RBAL, to get medovacked to the Pine Ridge Hospital.

He's got no gun, but he's planned a route to town. Ann, the California photographer, and I decide to go,
too, We jump out of the bunker and into the trench (which leads to a halfway carved tunned under the house)
Plan is to try to run from ditch to ditch down the east side of the hill until we reach the Manderson Road.
"I can't run!" The nurse yells tg Bobo. "You gotta run! Do you want to stay alive?™ he says. 5She's star-
ting to get hysterical. Bobo's already up out of the trench and zig-zagging down the flare-burnt hillside.
Then Ann, & Nikon camera and lens bouncing all over the front of her dungaree jacket, 1 grab the nurse's
hand and we careen down the hill, diving in the first ditch. It's a shallow one, offering little or ne pro-
tection from the Feds on the ridge to the east, B5She's crying out with pain from her injured leg. Bobo's
yelling we got to get the hell out of here. I suggest we make a run for Big Foot's grave, then try to make
it behind the tombztones and through the cemetery weeds to the Catholic church. Bobo says the fire from the
western ridges is too heavy. Kurse keeps c¢alling to Bobo, "Brother, I can't Erother, it's too dangerous,
Brother, my leg..."

Spurts of automatic fire as we reach Big Foot Trail and cross it. [rag, pull, cajole nurse into running with
me, She's half-freaked out. OFf course, I might be too, if I'd seen that guy's head half blown off,

12:30 p.m.

We make it, Hospital's in a low key frenzy., Three wounded (included Junior). Junior's in main dispensary
unconscious, an i,v. into his right amm, his left hand bandaged from the bullet wound. 3Sara is doing dishes
in & careful, almost hiding way in the kitchen. There's a guy named Daryl lying on & stretcher in the TV
room with three bullets im his right arm and a bullet hole in his foot. Eva's got an i.v, going into him,
Black Elk's got peyote trying to work the bullets to the surface in his arms. No luck. They're M=16 "tum-
blers," like they used in Vietnam., Who knows where they go after hitting you? The kid's half in shock., "I
didn't have a gun. They pinned me down in the gully. Didn't have a chance, That M----- | snipaer.
Even in Vietnam they wouldn't have done this to me," Another Vietnam vet lies on & plywood bunk across the
room. He's got a bullet in his heel, and they can't get his boot off.

People running in and owt, dodging bullets from the street. Whole squad of guys pinned asgainst trailer wall
40 feet mcross from hospital deor. I sit with Grace Black Elk. We're all numb, Firing outside is constant,
It doesn't seem real, Daryl calls for music, Portable record player begins playing Indian drum chants,
Medics are glven tourniquets and other supplies in little packs, them dispatched to the bunkers, (Daryl had
lain in the gully across from the Catholic church for 45 minutes before any help could be gotten to him.) T
tell people I'11 make a dash across the street to the trading post basement for more still film, the movie
camers and the recorder. Somebody yells out, "Dom't go! They'll be dragging yoo in here in & minute!®
Laughter, Somebody else yells, "Hey, what size boots do you wear?" I light out across the open street to
he trading post.




'The Media |

The full stoery of Wounded Knee 1973 has never been told.
Despite the tonnage of film, tape and newsprint devoted to
covering the occupation and resultant court cases, the
media failed in the jeournalistic duty to seck out and un-
cover the issues and facts behind this extraordinary
struggle. The "Fourth Estate™ has mnothing to crow about.
The bulk of the coverage thus far has been sensatlonal-
ized, superficial and, im some instances, just plain
false.

To some extent, the nature of the Wounded Knee rakeover
and the role of the often flashy American Indian HMovement
lent itaelf to sensational treatment. Indians regaled in
Eeathers, armed with rifles and riding bareback on ponies
made lively newscasts for color television., A wireservice
phetograph of Dennis Banks with a polf club, posed in
wounded Kmee at the reguest of a reporter, made pational
news hut, like the "war pony" pictures, did litele to re-
flect the real issues of the conflict.

The press, Like the government, has ignored the poverty
and hopelessness of Indirn reservation life for a hundred
of years, HWounded Enee 1973 unfortunately did little to
chanpge that =tatus guoa, While the media spent millisns
covering the 71 day siepe, little or no coverage was given
to Life on Pine Ridge cutside Wounded ¥nee, One is hard
put te recall reading, hearing or seeing any significant
reports on the gquality of reservation life, the schoolsz,
the unemployment, the tar paper shack homes, the sulcide
and alcoholism rate, the povernment®s violarion of treary
proanizes or the violence of the puppet teibal council.
And yet, esach of these was a factor producing the takeo-
ver and cach remained 2 grievance throwghout the subse-
guent court trials.

Instead of coacentrating on the real lssues of the occwpa-
tion, the media pursued twoe "stories” in explaining the
phenemenon of an eatlire town's seizure in the niddle of
the United States im 1973, The first portrayed Wild West
gunfights between Indians and U,5. Mars=hals, As Senator
James Abourezk (D=5,0.71, chalrman of the Senate Subcommi-
tee on Indian Affairs, has asserted, "All the press did
was to highlight Indians with guns, Indians silhouwetted
againgt the sey with more guns..."

The second story given the public during the ecccupation
was that Wounded Knee was simply the product of faction-
alism on the reservation—that the conflict was born of a
power strugple between Tribal Chairman Richard Wilson and
the AIM leaders for political comtral of rhe reservarion.

For the most part, the local population of Wounded Knee
and that of the rest of the reservation was ignored by the
media, Until midway through the occupation, when the
press was barred from Mounded Knee, reporters concentra-
ted on AIM leaders Banks and Meanz. When they spoke,
notebooks and microphones appeared. When the Grand Jury
indictmnents named the two men as occupation leaders, the
press was further comvinced that AIM had brought on the
entire siege. In reality, however, generations of griev-
ances produced Wounded Kaee 1973 AIM was merely the cata-
lyst.

Puring the last 40 days of the occupation there was vir-
tually po firsthand news coversge from inside Wounded
Enee. And yet stories of events taking place inside the
village were printed and aired. Where waz the information
obtained? To a great degree, 1t came from government news
conferences outside Wounded Enee,

Since the village was sealed off to the press, the govern-
mpent could insure a measure of news control, When food
and medicine were airlifted to Wounded Knee, the Justice
Department announced that "guns and ammunition have been
dropped to the militants."” The story was printed. When
the Apache Frank Clearwater was killed, rhe gowermment
told the nedla he was white, not Indian. Despite that
1ie, and despite the insidiouws logic that his alleged skin
color made him an "eutside agitator'---thus & Jloss culpa=
ble death---the newspapers printed the stories just as
they were mouthed by the Federal Public Relations Men,

When pelice arrested 10 college age males" for posses-
glon of "contraband” headed for Wounded Knee, it was not
important that the "contraband” was food for starviag vil-
lagers, In a world of uncritical acceptance, words from
authorities define reality: food fs an illegal substance
if you are told that it is. And the media too often par-
rots this double=think, just as it 4id in Vietnan when
"(He] had to destroy the village to save it."

The news blackout shortchanged the public but relieved the
Justice Department of the pressure of open scrutiny of
itz actlons. With information sources mainly limited to
government spokesmen, the situation was reminiscent of
much of the Vietnam conflict when reporters' Storlés were
often filtered through the Pentagon for "accuracy.”

page d December 30, 1974

Idennis Banks, ATM leader, took a moment to relax at
wWounded Enee.

Since the press was not present for such actions as the
heavy Fir:fight& in Wounded ¥nee, the govermment did nmot
need ta worty about such filtering. When unarmed medics
under white flags were fired wpon as they stretchered in-
jured Indisnz from the earthen bunkers to a field hespi-
tal in the village, there were no veporters to recerd the
silping. There was no ebjective media constraint on the
government, There was o embarassing "editorializing
about the Geneva Convention or established standards of
international decency.

Fven before the news blackout was imposed, the government
strictly controlled the number and "type™ of newspeople
entering Wounded Knee. FPress passes were granted on oa
daily basis by Justice Department officials who headquar-
tered themselves at the BIA building in Pine Ridge. The
press llst first consisted of the "higgles': Time, News—
weok, The New York Times, CBS Television, ABC, NBC, the AP
and UPT wireservices. Then came the mews dailies and tel-
avision stations from smaller cities, At the bhortomn of
the list were reporters from out of the country: Japam,
France, Russia, Australia, Britain, Germany and others.

When I first applied for a pass, my credentials were
screened by Jim Harpster, the official in charge of gov-
arnment press relations. llarpster, a tall, bespeckled,
prematurely balding man in his early forties, explained
the tules to me as he chain smoked cigars in his office at
the B1A Comnand Past. Reporters could not stay overnight
in Hounded knee. They had to be ocut of the village by
d:30 in the afternoon. Their vehicles would be searched
by the FEL at the government roadblock. HNo food or lig-
uwids would be permitted into Weunded Enec. Only a reason-
akle number of cigarettes for personal consumption was al-
lowahle, Federal agents would note the gas gauge reading
on cars coning and going to insure that no one donated
fuel for the use in the occupiers' vehicles., MNo photo-
graphs were to be taken of the government positions or the
men manning them, Infraction of any one tule would result
in forfeiture of press privileges for the following day.

Harpster told me that "the press situation has gotren way
out of hand,” He said he had taken great cams in selec-
ting only "bona fide reporters"™ for the press list, He
complained that his time was being waszted by turning back
"droves™ of college and underground newspaper reporters,
myst of whom he guessed were “AIM sympathlzers,"

"You wouldn't believe the people trving te get by us,"
Harpster exclaimed. "Why, yesterday seme guy came welking
in here who said he was a poet! That's all we need," he
sald, relighting his cigar, "A poet in Wounded KEnee!"

The list of reporters who did gain sccess to Wounded Knoe
in the first few weeks of the occupation was a long one,
On a dally basziz, it often outnumbered 50, Just before
the final blackout on March 26, 1973, Harpster decided to
trim the 1ist te 29. 1 remembar because [ was the 29th.
The first te go, of course, were the foreign COFFespon-
dents, Add they weren't wery happy about it,

I was in Harpster's office when he tried to explain to an
Australian photographer that he could not go into Wounded

See MEDMA, page 3
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Enee that day., The photographer was furious. "Do you
mean to tell me, sir, that the foreign press is being
barred from Wounded Enee?™ Harpster hesitated, rubbing
his bald head and biting into his cigar. "No," he respon-
ded slowly in his best governmentese, "you are not being
barred. You're simply not being issued n press pass."

The press blackout affected everyone afrer March 2eth. Ko
reporter could legally enter the village. Many who tried
were stopped, some were arrested, But the night before
the early morning stand down on May Bth, a four man CBS
Television crew managed to slip through federal lines to
film the "phasing=-out" from the inside, Their personal
attitude toward the overall Wounded Enee resistance re-
vealed itself the next day.

The men had seemed happy to make it inzlde the village.
They slapped Indians on the back, extended their palms in
the movement 's power handsheke and seemed generally €on-
gratulatory toward everyone for holding out so long. Al-
though there were few beds available, the Indians found at
least & couple to give up, It was sort of a welcome for
the VIF guests,

The next morning everyone left wounded knee, Federal a-
gents flooded the willage in a commando-style sweep. 1
was arrested, The CBS crew was arrested, The five of us
initially were brought to the infamous Pine Ridge jail,

As we lay on the floor of the urine-coated drunk tank, the
real values of the advemturesome television reporters came
out, They complained about the "rough night™ they had ex-
perienced in Wounded Knee. The food was "rottenm,” there
was "garbage everywhere,” people's body odors “stank," and
Indians "kept us awake all night cocking their guns.™

The five of us were later handcuffed and transferred to
the Rapid City jeil but the reperters were afraid, as was
I, of even tenporary confinement in Pine Ridge. Their
fears were allayed sonewhat, however, when one of them
scribbled a note to the CBS producer waiting outside the
jail, telling him to heve the network's lawyer in Rapid
City arrange for their release as soon as the prisoners’
Bus would arrive from the reservation, The note was writ-
ten on cell block toilet paper. A 220 bribe to an Indian
jailer accomplished its delivery,

I later recalled the jeiling incident when similar press
attitudes surfaced on opening day of the Banks-Means trial
in 5t, Paul, Two out-of-state newsmen had heen "glad

handing" Banks during @ Tecess outside the Tth Tloor
courtyoon, Later in the day 1 rode down with them on the

same elevator, The newsmen were joking about the length
of the AIM leaderis hair, "wWho's he think he is, Craly
Horse?'" laughed one.

Some of the reporting of the & month trial was downright

“You are not being barred. You are simply not being
issued o press pass.”

irresponsible. WCCO-TV in Minneapolis carried at least
oine story which illustrates a real lack of journalistic
ethics, On July 19, 1974 the station reported that de-
fense attorney Mark Lane was jalled for contempt over the
noon recess after a tense morning sessiom. A full color
artist's sketch was broadcast that evening. It depicted
provacative action by defendent Russell Means which, an-
nouncer Dave Moore told viewers, had precipitated the
jailing of the lawyer. The sketch showed Means menacingly
ghaking a elenched fist at chief trial prosecutor R.D.
Hurd. That didn’t happen.

Unfortunately, the WOCO-TV sketch artist did not arrive to
da the drawing of the morning incident until 2:00 in the
afternogn; nor was the station's reporter in the courtroom
that morning, Their second hand information was false.

It did not serve the public's need for an accurate por-
trayal of the already controversial trial.

Maturally, most newspapers, radio and television stations
which carried trial coverage did mot send their own repor-
ters into the courtroom. They relied on wireservices for
the information. It was clear from the beginning that
these wireservices, especially the Associated Fress (AF).
regarded the issues in the trial with & jaundiced eye. Of
the hundreds of AP dispatches I read during the case, not
one omitted the werd "armed" in discussing the occupation.
Almost all insisted on prefixing "Indians" with the word
"militant."” AP writer John Lundquist viewed the defend-
ants, as his conversations with me during the course of
the trial ipdicated, as a sort of mixture between showmen
amd thugs, Like most reporters, he was consistent in his
refusal to deal with the case's substantial questions, the
treaty rights issue in particular. I[t's a shame s¢ much
of the public was forced to depend on his reporting.

Kational press coverage was limited during the trial, des-
pite the fact that possibly no other 20th century criminal
case aroused as much interest among Indlan people as did
that of Dennis Banks and Russell HMeans (and despite the
fact that the trial uncovered enormous government miscon-
duct—-another igsue important to all Americans). The TV
netwerks [CBS, ABC, MBC), smarting from heavy criticism
they sutfered for making the Wounded Knee occupation a
"staged media event," covered little but opening and clos-
ing arguments. Most wireservice storics were relegated to
the "B wire; the coverage was regionalized, except for

sensational occurrences Iike the courtroom battle bhetween

1.S. Marshals and spectators, A fow reparters, notahly
Martin Waldeon of The Mew York Times, wers the oxcoption
to what became a virtual boycott in patienal coverage of

the trial.

See MEIDMA, page 10
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From the beginning of the Banks-Means trial there existed
in some quarters the notion that the defendantsz were de-
termined to produce what St. Paul Dispatch=Fionoer Fress
editor William Sumner called a "“passion play." Sumner
made this prediction Before the trial oven began, then
wrote & self-congratulatory editerial nine months later
cialling the trial a "road show” and knocking the judge,
the defendants and their attorneys.

Sumner's viewpoint was again eostablished when five months
into the case he editorialized, "This trial is a farce."
He procesded to question the court-established fact that
the FEI had obtained evidence Lllegally through a wiretap
at Wounded Enee. Then the editor lamented the gunshot
paralysis of a U.5, Marshal as one of the high costs of
the occupation. He conveniently omitted the fact that at
least three Indians lost their lives in the conflict.

Spme of the coverage lacked ohjectivity not for what was
said, tut for what wasn’t said. Dispatch=Fioneer Fress
writer J.C. "Red" Wolfe spent seven months, like other lo-
cial reporters, covering the testimony of scores of prose=
cution witnesses, When the defense employed the surprize
tactic of calling omly five witnesses during its presen=
tation, Wolfe reported on the testimony of only four. The
one he left out, Apnes Lamont, gave significant testimony.
Moreover, she was perhaps the most drameatic witness of the
trial. Her son, Buddy, a Vietnam-era veteran, was shot to
death by federal agents in a Wounded Knee fivefight, Mrs,
Lamont collapsed in tears on the witness astand and caused
an unscheduled trial recess. Khen [ asked Wolfe why noth-
ing sbhout her appeared in his stories of the trial that
d.;qr, the "Senior courts reporter" lamely -E:l.p].ain:d., "well,
not everything you write gets printed..."

wWaz the Dispatch-Picnesr Presg coverage of the trial man-
ipulated by the paper's management? A former employec and
now editor of the St, Paul News, Larry Adcock, thinks so.
Adcock's October 17, 1974 edition of the Newz sugpests
that the visit of FBI agents to the paper's editorlial of-
fices just before the trisl began was a successful intimi.-
datfon ploy. The thrust of the News critique is that,
throughout the next mine months, the front office dictated
by meme such irenclad pelicies as forbidding staff to
print photographs of Indians on page ome.

One of the most thorough newspaper coverage of the Banks-
Means triml itself was Dennis Cassano s work in the Winne—
apolis Prifune. While he occasionally chose a sensation-
alized focus, Cassano's treatment was usually comprehen-
sive. He did more thap merely report from the courtroom.
He attended press conference's, sought out witnesses in

their hotel rooms and did some digging inte the seemingly
inmmerable case documents. With a single exception, how-
ever, he was not permitted by his editors to cover signif-
{eant Wounded Knee related developments In Seuth Daketa---
many of which cccurred during recesses in the 5t. Paul
trafl,

The Fribun=®s counterpart, the Minnsapolis Star, unfortu=
nately reted a close second to the St. Faul Dispatch-Pio—
meer Press in worst daily coverage of the trial. The Star
sacrificed a consistent and knowledgeable polnt of wiew by
rotating courtroom assignments among thres or four repor-
ters, About as near to & sensitive wrap-up analysis of
the trial and its issues was Star writer John Carmen's
front page article following the dismissal of the case.
Carmen®s g expilored in some detail the lowve latters
and other fan mail of defendant Russell Means,

Despite the fact that laws were broken at Wounded KEnee to
air grievances, many newspeople resented the notion that
the trial was "political.” A reporter from KMSP-TV in
Minneapolis was covering, at one point, both the Krohnholm
kidnapping trial and the Wounded Enee trial. He told me
he took notes at one during the mornings and then, during
the afternoons, at the other, ™I don't see the differ-
ence,"” he said, "they're both criminal cases."

The major "mews" during the time of the Banks-Means trial
focused on Watergate scaemdals. It's safe to say that
many issues of mational importance, including Wounded
Knee, would have received greater attention had it not
been for the day-by-day monopoly of front pages by Nixon
and the gradual toppling of his administration, But Wat-
ergate may have cut Wounded Knee with a double-edged
sword, Watergste revealed massive subversion of the U.5.
Constitution by high ranking officials whe had gained
their elective offices campaigning on law and order plat-
forms. As mapy news commentators have noted, these revel-
ations have produced cynicism and a loss of trust in gov-
ernment on the part of many Americans. From the Indian
perspective, the revelations may have made the widespread
misconduct of the Wounded Knee prosecutions more believ-
able to the general public. Por years before the Water-
gate break-in, American minorities [as well as war resis-
ters) complained about harassment and intimidation by fed.
eral agents who seemed bent on destroying movenents for
soclal justice. OGroundless arrests, searches without war-
rants, wiretaps and even burglaries of activists' homes
wore not uncommon during the 1960's civil rights strug;zlﬁ
veillance program, EDIHT;E'I.'P-I'.D, indicate), Complaints from
minorities received little serious or wlidespread consider-
atiom in the media. PBut then the Republicans assaulted
See MEDIA, page 11
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Federal nepotiators left Wounded Knee after a mediating session.
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the DemocTatic Mational Headquarters. It teok some time,

but the press eventually stopped treating that incldent

as a "second rate burglary." The victims of the break-in
were influential, and 2o the ifssue gquite quickly was pub-

licized as one invelving a threat to every citizen's legal
gafeguards.

One of the most unfortunate (but perhaps predictable) fa-
cets of media coverage of the Wounded ¥nee occupation and
resultant trials wae press sensationalism of violence.
When the government sealed off Wounded Enee to newspeople
many reporters were assigned to other stories. When Indi-
ans were killed, however, the reporters returned to gov-
erprent road blocks on the reservation and covered the
exiting of dead bodies from the village.

When, on February 27, 1974, a first year anniversary of
the Wounded Knee takeover was planned en the reservation,
the media predicted that violence would erupt between AIM
gnd swpporters of Tribal Chalrman Richard Wilson, HKothing
of the kind did occur; but among those commentcing on the
prediction was my own news director, KSIN's Dick Daly.
Daly encouraged me to travel the 600 miles for the anni-
versary because, as he put it, "semething may happen.”

Hinmeapolis Trikune photographer Mike Zerby, who exhibits
a genuine desire to dig out the real issues on the Pine
Ridge Reservation was refused permission to go. According
to Zerby, his Tribune editor was very blunt in evaluating
the newsworthiness of the anniversary. He told Zerby, "If
somebody does get shot, we'll send you out there tomors
row, "

Thiz ia not to say that violence on the Pine Ridge Reser-
vation no longer occurs. It does. The back sections of
the daily newspaper carry the stories., But what the con-
tinuing violence represents in the Indisn struggle is sel-
dom treated, if even understood.

The majority of the Wounded Ense defendants have yet to be
tried, but judging from the news coverage to date of the
trials in Sioux Falls, 5.0, and Lincoln, Nebr., these
*non-leaders” rate little interest in the press, It's re-
grettable, Like the Banks-Means case, these trials could
sarve 85 educational wehlcles, not only in the attempt to
uncover the truths of the siege and lts origins, but to
bolster the revelations of government behavior which the
Watergate scandals initiated,

The media has done a slipshed job on Wounded Xnee. The
public has been toyed with. The press created a hunger in
people for some answers; it falled to satisfy that hunger.
Certainly one index of the public's desire to learn the
real facts about Wounded Knee is shown by the mumbers who
attended rallies and conferences before and during the
trial of Dennis Banks and Ruszell Means, Literally thou-
sands of speecches, talk shows and open forms were presen-
ted to capacity sudiences during this period, although
nost took place in the Twin Cities area.

This level of consumption bespeaks an educational need
that went unfilled by the media. And perhaps the fact
that most of the Banks-Means jurors volunteered to assist
the Wounded Knee Legal Offense/Defense Cosmittee after the
dismissal verdlet is reflective of a strength of interest
produced by the long trial. And it is never really mir-
rored by the newspepers, radic or TV.

So far the real and full story of Wounded Knee has not
been told, The media are powerful shapers of public re-
action. Unfortunately, they too often render disservice
both to the public and to civil rights struggles by super-
ficial and, thus, inaccurate coverage. Moreover, the ten-
dency of many reporters to accept wncritically the truth
of "official" pronouncements often results in distortion
of issues and causes. Wounded Knee is mot the only such
major story in recemt history to be subjected to these
journalistic failings.

Three years ago Mew York State policemen stormed the Atti-
ca Prison and left 43 men dead in their assault. Among
these were numerous guards being held hestage by the in-
mates, The media seemed only too willing to relay the
affieial" version of the hostages' death, According to
correctional authorities, prisoners murdered the guards by
slitting their throats, But not long afterwards, autop-
sies revealed that the hostages died from the same police
bullets which killed the immates. The corrected press re-
ports merited something less than the headline coverage
glven the initial anmouncement.

Mow that the "Attica trials" have begun, one wonders
whether the media will shortchange the public---as surely
wis done in the case of Wounded Knoe 1973, L
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choose the method of statutery justification for Llts ac-
tions,

Those at Wounded Knee came from many places for many rea-
gons, Im all, there were representatives from over &0
Morth American tribes: Iroguois from Mew York, Chippewas
from Minmesots, Arapahos from Wyoming, Poncas from Okla-
homa, Navajos from New Mexico, Blackfeet from Montana,
Potawanamies: from Kansas, and many more,

They all had experiences of oppression in their own lives,
A1l were poor. They had stories from their parents and
grandparents of massacres, starvation, land frauds, jail
temms, promises broken, cop-outs and sell-puts. Some had
been drunks or addicts, A few had mever done anything
right., But they all came to Wounded Knee to make their
srand .

Regardless of personal motivation, there wasn't snyone who
did mot feel the sacredness of the village, who did net
live dailv with the presence of Big Foot, the old chief
whose body lay with his slaughtered people in the mass
grave behind the Catholiec Church. With Big Feot lay bur-
ied the dream of Black Elk's grandfather---the dream that
someday the "sacred tree of life" would bloom again. To
many in Wounded Knee last year thet prophecy was becoming
Fulfilled. 2

IFart of the Pentagon-supplied arsenal stood rteady for
action at Wounded Emee.
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Falls, 5.0, and Lincoln, Mebr. At least 70 additional
trials are scheduled to be held in Ceuncil Bluffs, lowa;
the first will be opening in late spring or swmmer of
1973,

The government's appeal in the Banks-Means case was denied
in St. Louls, Mo. before the 8th Circuit Appellate Court
in March. 1In view of the District Court's dismissal of
all charges against the defendants, the &th Circult was
confronted at that time with the quite significant con-
stitutional issue of double jeopardy. And the court hand-
ed down a streng judgment preventing the government from
retrying the defendants.

At this writing it is unknown if, when or where the trials
of the four other AIM leaders (Leonard Crow Dog, Clyde
Bellecourt, Stanley Holder and Carter Camp) will be held.
Although Federal Judge Fred Nichol initially assigned
these cases to Sloux Falls, lewa, defense attornevs in-
sist their clients won the same change of venue to 5t.
Paul as did Banks ard Means. Government prosecutors op-
pose the trying of more Wounded Knee cases in 5t. Paul.
They argue they are not bound by the original motion
granting 5t. Paul venue te all the "leaders™ (becuase they
intend to bring new charges based on the same facts a-
gainst the four men). But lawyers for the four maintain
it would be improper to modify the indictments after so
much time has passed since the occupation, And they still
believe that if these defendants are brought to court, the
trials will be in 5t, Pawl, perhaps this susmer,

Change of venue motions in the “non-leadership” cases were
all depied, But it is unlikely that anymore of the trials
will take place in South Dakota. The official reason for
moving them out of the state was for “administrative pur-
poses,” not because the courts agreed that Wounded Knee
Indians couwld mot get a fair trisl in South Dakota. Yet,
Judge Michol told me a month after the end of the Banks-
Means dismissal decision his notion of an Indian's ability
to get a falr trial in South Dakota has changed drastical-
ly, "™Nationally,” he said, "my mail is runming 4:1 in fa-
vor of the dismiszsal, But South Dakota letters are about
411 against my throwing out the charges. You know, if 1
had to do it all over agaln, 1'd have all the Wounded Ence
cases moved out of South Dakota," a



IThe Impact

"Wounded Enee really shook up Indisnm Country,” confided
writer Vine Deloria, Jr. after the occupation. Deleria,
an American Indian treaty scholar and author of several
books including Custer fied for Your Sins, told me he felt
that the length of the 10 week siege had much to do with
its impact. 'When the occcupation started,” he said, "a
lot'of Imdiams on the cutside were pretty critical., They
said that all the property damsge just wasn't the "Indian
Way.' They sald "if you want to change things, you should
work through the system.' But by the end of the 71 days
there had been a lot of rethinking. Many Indians who ware
critical at firat, sald to themselwves, "Well, I'we been
working through the system amd where's it gotten me?' 1
think that a lot of Indian 'pl:tlple made réeasdessments.™

Wounded Knee certainly put the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva-
tion through 8 long period of chaos and disorder. FPeople
were killed amd wounded, property destroved, commerce in-
terrupted, relief checks delayed, and schools closed,

These adversities are concrete and, to Some extent, can be

gauged,

The gains of the occupation are more subtle. They are
long term ones, and thus not so easily messured. How, for
example, does one evaluate this bit of graffiti writtem by
a young man on the walls of the Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Wounded Knee during the takeover?

"Wounded Enee"

There wis a war
All my people cams

We held out
The whole world watched

We won
The drms beat on
We're ome...

A brave 375

Because of its key role at Wounded Knee the Mmerican Indi-
an Movement made a sharp impression on Indians throuwghout
the country. [ recall the hope that AIM brought te a 70
yvear old man whom 1 met last year on the "underground
raflroad,”™ a clandestine network of occupation support
groups which eperated on the Fine Ridge Reservation., He
was the oldest member of a family that used its house as a
"jump off point” for infiltrating federal 1ines into
Wounded Knee, 1 was brought there on the last leg of &
week-long attempt to find a guide for sneaking through the
kills into the surrounded willage,

11 day long I hid out, as instructed, in one of a dozen
junked cars which sat rusting away in the backyard of the
house, MNosy Buresu of Indian Affairs cars cruised the
dirt road out fromt. When darkness fell and it became un-
bearably cold, I went inside the sheck, It was a large
room with loose wooden slats over a dirt floor, A wood
gtove was burning in the center of the reom. Two broken
ice boxes sat at one end; at the other end, five or six
children were stretched out on wall to wall mattTesses.

Three ald men were rolling tobacco by the stove. I
crouched down on 4 soapbox near them, They were talking
Lakota. A longtime passed before one of them addressed me
in English, and we struck up & shert conversation. Noth-
ing more was said for awhile, Then I cauticusly ssked an-
other of the men what he thought of the "FBEI's" and
TAIM's," as they were known on the reservation. He an=
swered in broken English, "The FBI's are the same as the
Blue Coats. The Blue Coats came at my father's house.

How they come back."

And what of the smerican Indian Movement ---did he know any
of them? Did he know what their pelicies represented?
"Ho," the old man said, "but who else has ever stood for
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An Iljtlrlﬂd boy dug in against federal agents.

I recalled his answer later when, as a spectator in the
Banks-Means tylal, [ watched old Indian people take the
witness stand and testify in Lakota, Often the jurors ap-
peared transfixed listening to thls strange language as
its staccato-like cadences filled the U.5. District Court-
rogm, And I vecalled it the day a proud young Imdian
couple hrought a new born baby to the trial. His pname was
"Dennis-Russell.” Before long, perhaps he might know,
like the old man, who had stood up for his people.

Same of the gains produced by Wounded KEnee- 1973 were in
fact concrete and immediate. The Arapaho tribe in Wyo=
ming recalled for review long term land leases held by
white ranchers, The Fine HRdge Reservation superinten=-
dent, long & target of Indian complaints, was transferred
to a different BIA post, Tribal Cheimman Richard Wilson's
expenditure books were subjected to an independent audit,
Early this year, the U.5, Justice Department responded to
a eivil righes grievance on the reservation which might
have been ignored except for the attention generated by
the Wounded Knee siecge. Government lawyers filed a
"friend of the court" brief on the side of Russell Means
when the AIM leader brought suit against Wilson's re-¢lec-
tion, Means alleged that his narrow loss to Wilson in the
Tribal Chairman's election was grounded in voter fraud and
other irregularities. The Justice Department brief chal-
lenped the election results for some of the seme Teasons,
(Wilson's re-slection lncidentally was wpheld by the "end
run" ruling of Federil Judge Andrew Bogue who declared
that his court did not have jurisdiction over tribal af-
falrse--at least with respect to the issue at hand.)

Wounded Enee certainly left its mark on the American Indi-
an Movement, But at this peint it is impossible to pre-
dict AIM's future beyond the current efforts to support
trial defendents of both Wounded Enee and Coster; the site
of 8 South Dakota demonstration which preceded Wounded
Enee by three weeks,

In its &% year history AIM has failed to establish las-
ting, workable seclal programs for Indians. But the or-
ganization has succeeded as an agent of sociel change by
using confrontation tactics. The movement members have
baen the shock troops. It well may be, however, that more
conservative Indian groups may be left to reap the long
range benefits of the hard core activism. The system has
been jarred by AIM, But while others may be needed to re-
assemble the pieces, AIM's significance in Indian history
is secure---especially as a result of Wounded Enee.

The words *Wounded Knee" are known today in Europe, Asia,
Africa, South America, and all arcund the world. The
words are known. Perhaps some of the details of what hap-
pened in that tiny, isclated village last year will be
forgotten., But the symbol will remain.

At least three Indians died during the 71 day siege. A
dozen more, as well as two lawmen, were wounded. Wounded
Enee was no candlelight vigil., It was an opem rebellion,
And it will probably not be the last, But it may be re-
membered as the time in the twentieth century when a peop-
1e made their bid for freedom. Perhaps a turning peint.
Whether they make it or not remains to be seen.

At least at this stage a8 lot of Indians are walking tall,
During the victory party held after the freeing of Banks
and Means, a heavy set, usually somber Indian woman was
making her way through a room full of celebrators, She
wils alternately laughing and crying for jov,

"It's so pood, I feal so happy," she said. "It's so good
to be Indianm!™

And maybe that's what it's all been about, &
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In early 1973, a young Lakota man, Wesley Bad

Heart Bull, was killed by a South Dakota white.

His mother, Sarah Bad Heart Bull, and several witnesses
to the lsaying, tried to meet with the S.D. district
attorney, to conwvince him that the man should be
charged and stand trial. They were barred from the
Courthouse in Custer, S5.D. When AIM members from
nearby Rapid City came to Custer that day to protest
this kind of "justice," Sarah again tried to enter,
but she was grabbed and choked by police (photo in-
side). This touched off what was later called a
"riot" as Indian people tried to aid her and were
attacked. 1In 1974, Sarah and several others were
the first of the "1973 Custer victims" to be tried
for this at Sioux Falls,

Sarah and 3 men: Bob High Eagle (a witness to
the original slaying), Ken Dahl, and John Carlson
were convicted and began to serve time in the
S.D. State Prison. Although their cases
are being appealed, they were denied
the normal appeal bond. Letters of pro-
test and demonstrations resulted in
Sarah's being freed (probation), but
the 3 men are still imprisoned. Now the
state is moving against the other 15
"Custer "73" wvictims, including AIM
leaders Dennis Banks, Russell Means, and
several women., trials at Custer, March.

Also, the state is prosecuting 11 In-
dian pecple (and non-Indian legal workers)
for a police attack on spectators and defendants
which occured during the 1974 trial of Sarah and
others, when Indians refused to stand to show res-
pect for §5.D. Judge Bottum. AIM leader Vernon
Bellecourt, Indian women Lois Tiger and her daughter
Bobbie, and legal workers John Concannon and Al
Cooper start trial in March, trials at Sioux Falls.
again.

Custer '73, and its continuations in '74 and '75
are examples of "white justice toward Indians" in
South Dakota. State businessmen and politicians have pressed to "solwve the
Indian problem" by jailing the "troublemakers" for many years. THE ONLY CHANCE
FOR THESE MODERN CUSTER VICTIMS IS AN AROUSED PUBLIC, BRINGING THE PRESSURE
OF OPINION (AND MONEY) AGAINST THE S.D. FOWER STRUCTURE.

South Dakota is wvulnerable to a tourist boycott. Over 1/3 of the State's in-
come comes from tourists. We indicate, inside, what you can do to make vour
belief in justice for Indian people an effective forece.
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HISTORICAL KNOTE: The 1868 "Custer wictims" were over 100 Cheyenne and Arapaho,
mostly women, children, and old peocple, asleep in a camp attacked by U.S,
General George Custer, in whose honor the town of Custer is named.,



Steps of Custer Co. Court-
house, Feb. 6, 1973, about
1:30 p.m. Sarah is being
choked and clubbed by po-
lice at right; her glasses
and jacket have been torn
off. Bob High Eagle and Ken
Dahl are attempting to aid
her (center); John Carlson
is wisible at left,

The town of Custer 1: named
after the infamous General,
who is known to Indians as
"squaw Killer," because of
the massacres he led of
women and children in
sleeping wvillages.The town
is in the heart of "tourist
countey"in western S.D.

Custer '73 trials are being
held in this town for
Jennis Banks, Regina Dixon-Brawve, and other Indian people. At the same
time, trials for the 1974 police attack during the trial of Sarah and
others at Sioux Falls are being held, again in Sioux Falls.

Do Indian people also benefit from the prefitable tourist trade? Regina
Dixon Brawve, 34-year-old Oglala mother of four describes the "benefits:"
"They hawve this Gold Discovery Days where they do a re-enactment of how the
Black Hills was supposedly created according to our tradition. There was no
Indian participant in the pageant. The only money made by the Indian people
was--they danced in the streets, and the tourists threw them dimes. That's
the only time I went to Custer (before 1973)."

LETTER CAMPAIGHN

Write as many letters as you can to 5.D. politicians and businessmen stating
your support for the tourist boyeott, why you support i1it, and what you ex-
pect the officials to do. Make it clear you will awvoid 5.D. in support

of the Indians, not from fear of "militants." The most effective letters
will say, in your own words, these ideas:

1. You, yvour family, friends, organizations to which you belong might want
to visit S.D., but you aren't going to, and you are going to try to persuade
as many others as you can to support the boycott.

2. The boycott's purpose is to use economicc pressure to force 5.D. resort
operators, merchants and state officlals to see that justice 1s done. Jus-
tice means immediate release (parole or pardon) of any "Custer" or "Sioux
Falls" people who hawve been convicted,and dismissal of all remaining charges,
whether brought in 1973, 1974, or 1975.

3. State enough of the facts of the cases so they know you know what's really
going on--that your opinion of this kind of "justice" is based on the facts.
4. If you belong to any groups which might support the boycott--from ski
clubs to church groups--ask them to pass support resolutions, and send those
to the officials along with your letters..

Send copies to: AIM (Custer Campaign); Box 3677, St. Paul, MINN. 55101.
Contributions for support and defense work may also be sent to us, and
are badly needed.



WHERE TO SEND YOUR LETTERS

1.5TATE OFFICIALS: The S.D. state government itself makes dquite a bit of
money on tourism. S.D. "owns" and operates many recreation areas, charging
%2 for car permits and $12-515 for camping. The state collects fees for hunting
and fishing licenses and entrance fees to "natural wonders" and museums. There
is also a large revenue from sales and gas taxes.

GOVERNOR RICHARD KNEIP, State Capitol, Pierre, S.D. 57501,

JEREMIAH MURPHY, ch. State Board of Pardons and Paroles, Boyce-Greely Buil-
ding, Sioux Falls, S.D., 57101.

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PARKS, GAME AND RECREATION, State Office Building,
Pierre, 5.D. 57501.

DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF HICGHWAYS, State Office Building, Pierre, 57501.

2. 5.D, BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION, State Capitol Bluidlig, Pierre, 57501,
Chairman: Les Helgeland. This Bigentennial Commission 1is spending hundreds
of thousands of dollars to promote tourism and to boost "American Democracy
South Dakota style." To celebrate the 200th birthday of the country which
was stolen from Indians, the U.S5. government has made Mount Rushmore, with
the faces of 4 U.S. Preisdents, the " center" of its celebration. These
faces are sacrelige committed upon the sacred stone of Paha Sapa, the Black
Hills, long a sacred place for the Lakota people, and still theirs under the
Treaty of 1B68. Illustrated below is the "Bicentennial Flag" designed

by thelU.5. government.

3. NATIONAL POLITICIANS: Senators are George McGovern and James Abourezk,
Senéte Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. Representatives are

Frank Denholm (Democrat) and James Abdnor, Republican, House Office Building.
You might let all of them know what you think about the way 5.D. "justice"
is treating Indians in comparison to pardons and wrist-slaps for Nixon.and
the Watergate criminals . Write your own Congressional representatives and
ask them to vote no tax subsidies for 5.D. economic development. Return

the huge federal landholdings (national parks) to the Indian people.

4. TRANSPORTATION: Write to presidents of national gas/oil companies;
Greyhound Bus Lines, Avis, Hertz, and National Car Rental. Western and
North Central Airlines also profit greatly from tourists in the Black Hills
area.

5. MOTELS: The most important “chain" in S.D. is the Holiday Inn. You can
boycott all Holiday Inns when you trawvel. Write to the president of the
chain, New York City and let him know. U.S. vice-President Nelson Rocke-
feller's family owns a controlling interest in this motel chain, so let

him know about the boycott also.

6. PASSION PLAY: This is "the" tourist draw for PSpearfish, gateway to

a wild river fishing area. Famed all over the world, it's the story of the
life of Christ, and should receive particular attention from religious
groups. Write "Passion Play Ampitheatre, 421 Meler, Spearfish, 5.D. 57783."

7. TOURIST CENTEFS: Chamber of Commerce, Custer, S.D. 57730.

Black Hills, Badlands, and Lakes Association, Sturgis, s,p, 57785.
Visitor Center, Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Keystone, s.D. 57751.
Terry Peak Ski Area, Lead, 5.D. 57754.

Rapid City Chamber of Commerce, Rapid City, 5.D. 57701,

Tourist literature, available from AAA and other auto clubs, or from travel
agencies, will give you addresses of many motels and tourist attractions

to whose owners you can write also.



D CENTURIES
STANDARDS OF “JUSTICE”

"Innocent men of our Nation are killed, one after
another,,,but none of your peocple who have commit-
ted these murders have been punished,..We know that
you are very strong--and we now wait to receive your
answer, that we may know if you are just,"

--Chief Cornplant, Seneca
"They said the'!r laws were made for everybedy, but we
spon learned that although they expected us to keep
them, they thought nothing of breaking them them-
szlres,” ==Chief Plenty-Coups, Crow

"These people have made many rules which the rich may

br sak but the poor may not,"
==3itting Bull, Sioux

"Je ask only that the law shall work alike on all men."

==Chief Joseph, Nez Perce
"I ask you in the name of justice, for myself and my
injured people,.. wher the hand of oppression is
stretched against us, that every part of the United
States, filling the mountains and wvalleys, will echo
and say 3TOP.," --George W, Harkins, Choctaw
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WOUNDED KNEE SUPPORT COMMITTEE/NATIVE AMERICAN SOLIDARITY
Ist FLOOR STUDENT OFFICES-UNION COMMITTEE
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN 48823

PHONE
(517} 353-0660

bear Friends and Supporiers,

I am writing this 'eiter on behalf of cthe FEast Lansing chapter of the
Native American Solidarity Committee. Our chapter in East Lansing is
one of 25 that are located In cities throughout the U.S5. Our national
office is located in St. Paul, Minnesota.

We are a group of students and non--students, from different backgrounds,
and of varving ages that are working in solidarity with Native American
people in their struggle for sovereignity, independence, and a more

human way of lire. We do this by such methods as: distributing a natiocnal
newsletter, bringing speakers and films teo campus, writing for local
newspapers, setting up literature tables, and serving as a resource

center on Native American issues.

Just recently the East Lansing Peace Education Center purchased a 37 minute
color slide show with sound that was produced by the national office of

the NASC with the advisory aid of Native people. This show, "The Question
That You Ask" is a history of Native American sovereignity and resistance.
It gives both a historical background and a current update on Hative
American struggles.

The East Lansing NASC in conjunction with the Native American Task Force
of the Peace Education Center would like to bring this slide show to

the classes, organizations, or gatherings with which you are affiliated.
In addition, we send out a speaker with each showing for discussion
purposes and to answer any questions that the viewers might have.

"The (uestion That You Ask" can be booked for showing by calling the
following numbers: Elayne 337-7042, Mary Ann 332-3126, Peace Education
Center 351-4648. Or, feel free to stop by the NASC office or the

Peace Center{l118 8. Harrison ) anytime. We hope to hear from vou soon.

In order to provide further information te you about our slide show I
have included some excerpts from a review .

" The Question That You Ask'"is a fast--moving, hard--hitting slide show on
Mative American history in North America——400 years of resistance.

We are graphically reminded of the genccide that accompanied the European
"discovery" of the new world. Some of the well-—known photographs--Geronimo,
the signing of the 1868 Sioux Treaty, the massacre at Wounded Knee in 1890...
evoke a weird sense of deja--wvu.

Native people are determined to become totally independent of the U.5. and
Canadian governments. This fact has proveoked a sharp reaction from white
racists and the power structure. The government bunkers at Wounded Knee 1973
look just like Indochina. The 5.W.A.T. teams decked out in their blue
jumpsuits with their automatic weapons are 1984, "




" VYernon Bellecourt(American Indian Movement) reminds us that the
U.5. has raped Puerto Rico and other peoples in a similar fashion,

"There is no difference in the inwvasion of Wounded Knee
in 1890, where our people were massacred, and in what
the U.5. did in Puerto Rico. In fact the same General
Miles invaded Puerto Rico in 1898. There is no difference
in the massacres of My Lai, Wounded Knee, Attica, Kent State,
and that of the people of Ponce and their land of Puerto
Rico. There is no difference in the invagion of Wounded Knee
in 1973 and the invasioms into Cambodia, Laos, and Angola,..." '’

" Broken promises, blankets, and bombs, Indians and Viet Nam... '*

" Eyes of the young and old, lustrous with pride, spirituality, and
determination. Beautiful shots of remaining Native lands...Contrasted
te the beaten--down expressions of those trapped in the urban jungles. -

"Yeah," you might say, "but I already know all this stuff." But listen:
simply "knowing" and really feeling in our guts and heart are two
different matters. The slides of "The Question That You Ask"

bring us face-to-face and eve-to-eve with reality. '

The F.B.I. and local forces of repression are currently coming down
very hard of A.I.M. and the traditiomal people, and on other groups
that they feel threatened by because they fear the power of

the people. On top of all this, Native lands contain strategic mineral
resources that the U.5. government is determined to get-—-over the dead
bodies of A.I.M. and traditional people, if necessary. ’

As in Indochina we have a choice to make. Either we can sit back’and become
accomplices, or we cam move out and begin to educate the people.

Thank you.
Sincerly,

.].: :--i. i ' . A . ::‘_.'r' . '-. = :"r-l'
Mary Ann kupydluwaki /

for MASC and the Native American Task Force

NATIVE AMERICAN SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE
1st FLOOR STUDENT OFFICES, UNION BLDG.--MSU
EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN 48824 (517) 353-0660

Enclosed is my donation of § for NASC

Please put me on the SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE mailing list.
(Enclose $7.00 subscription fee for one year)

PHONE

ADDRESS

(please pass along this form to a friend if you do not use it)
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