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BLOOD MONEY REIGNED TRIUMPHANT

_QUIN{}EY, in his characteristie language, tells the
# story of Caligula who took delight in feeding the wiid
animals of the amphitheatres with the quivering flesh
of human beings. He brings his story in, incidentally, as an
instance as follows:

-4 4yn some occasions it happened that = dearth prevaiied,
either generally of cattle, or of such cattle as were used for
feeding the wild beasts veserved for the bloody exhibitions of
the smphitheatre. Food could be had and perhaps at no ex- -
orbitant price, but on terms somewhat higher than the
prdinary market price. A slight excuse served with Caligula
for nets the most monstrous. Instantly repairing to the public
jails and eausing all the prisoners to pass in review before
. him ... he pointed to two bazld-headed men, and ordered that
the whole file of the intermediale persons should be marched
of to the deng of the wild beasts. “Tell them off,)’ said he,
“frnm the baid man to the bald man” Yet these were prison-
. ers committed, not for punishment, but for trial. . .. 7

Mo see them thrown to the wild beasts and eaten alive or
to train them for the ghastly habit of cutting each others’
throats upon the sands of an amphitheatre, was to their truly
ferocious character the natural way of getting rid of them.
this in part answers the inquirer’s question as to the cause of
the rapid and phenomenal decline of morals at Rome. . . . .
Blood money reigned trimmphant.” '

m—Ward's “Ancient Luﬁly."—
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iN CALIFORNIA AS IN
ANCIENT ROME

©

€ & THEN Henvry Thoreay, protesting against unjust

4/ tavation, went to jail, Ralph Waldo Hmerson

*  visited the prisoner erying out, “Henry, why
are vou in here?” Thoreau answered, “Ralph, why
are you out there?” This incident applies to the fight
aoainst the Criminal Syndicalism Law in (alifornia,
Why are no more than ninety-nine men in San Quen-
tin and Folsom? Why are thonsands of IL.W.W. mem-
bers, who flaunt industrial union membership cards,
“anwhipped of justice?” Efforts will be made here
not to explain but to advertise that comdition,

One hundred men are in prison ceils; cutside
their fellow workers glorify their “crimes,” mass
meetings assemble, sing the songs that brought pen-
olties to these victims, avow the same principles,
adhere to the doctrines expressed in the I, W. W.
Preamble, organize in the same indusirial uniom,
and remain free. Individuals are marked by the law,
culled out of the organization and made sacrifices
to capital. Why and even how is mysterious, Thou-
sands parade and vauat a “crime,” one hundred
rot in prison; explanation is impossible and descrip-
tion difficult.
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rd as is this miscarriage of justice, astonish-
gn; ?:f i?;;h'e fact that of all these 1ﬂdu§j;r'1§:11 conviets
ot one was accused of a single act of “criminal syn-
dicalism,” nor was one indicted and tried therefor. -
This statement bears repelition: not one member of
the 1. W. W. in San Quentin and Folsom prisons —
one hundred in all—has been cf}nv{etee} of the
pemﬂnal offense of ‘“‘criminal syndicalism.” Alone
and sometimes more than a SCore, these men faced
judge and jury; their names were called for them to
plead to the indictment, but never again were those
‘ndicted mentioned in the matter al bar except only
when membership cards in the I. W. W, were filed
against them. From plea of not guilty to sentence
they sat in court while judges and lawyers wran-.
gled and the one thing never mentioned was the de-
fendants, who, when all of the mockery was over,
walked out of court singing the songs of their class,
1t is customary to pose the early Christian martyrs
as exemplars of persecution stoically sustained, but
these were not accused as disciples of (hrist but
because they openly and positively refused to sac-
rifice to ancient gods, Incense was there, statues of
the gods were there and the only demand was that
the prisoners drop a grain of incense into the fire. Re-
fusal meant death, but none who suffered did aught
but strive for a personal crown and these one hun-
dred expect no reward here or hereafter.

~In syndicalism cases the court dwells upon the I
W, W, its theory and practice; the defendants are
never mentioned; three former members testily to
arsons, holdups, violence and crimes they themseives
commitied or heard about; they ¢lear the defendants
of all guilt; they deeclare no other member urged
them to lawlessness and on such testimony one hun-
dred men are “doing’’ one fo fourteen years of penal

gervitude. |

It is excusable to contradict these statements.
They overleap credulity, But to this must be added
o |



that Judge Fugene P. McDaniels, of Marysville, ¥u-
ba County, California, declared that he congidered
all the prosecuting witnesses $o be perjurers and in
face of that personal opinion he deliberately and
with malice prepense and aforethought raped the
lives of his victims of the indeterminate period of
from one to fourteen years.

Besides the testimony of these men judicially de-
nounced as perjurers, the prosecuting attornevs in-
trodice pamphlets, papers and leaflets of the I W,
W. as evidence. In Eureka, California, an attempt
was made to punish public sale of this literature.
After trial and sentence this case was reviewed by
the Appellate Court by whom it was decided that
the literature of the I, W. W. wasg entitled to circn-
late, to be sold publicly and was not and could not
be the basis of a criminal information., Yet one
hundred men are in the penitentiaries! One judge
characterizes the three prosecuting witnesses as per-
jurers; an Appellate court certifies the literature is
untainted and publicly salable; but even now men
are traveling the roads to San Quentin and Folsom,
herded by district attorneys, judges and denecunced
Derjurers, -

When such prosecution failed to terrorize the I.
W. W., Judge Busick of Saeramento, a county magis-
‘trate; issued a statewide injunction prohibiting erim-
inal syndicalism and virtually penalizing member-
ship in the I. W, W. automatically by a sentence of
- 8ix months in jail upon whomsoever the police or
sheriffs would bring before a court. {ases are now
pending in the Supreme Court of California to test
this injunction. If fourteen years does not frighten
‘the I. W. W. Judge Busick evidently reasons that a
six months' sentence will,

To make plain that suech events oceur in Cali-
fornia and to cure this scandal are the purposes of
this pamphlet.



HISTORICAL REVIEW

Since the so-called eriminal syndicalism statute
was enacted, April 30, 1919, three hundred *arga:i Sev-
en persons under indictment have faced juries;
140 have been convicted and 167 were acquitted or
dismissed after juries had failed to agree. Omne hun-
dred remain ir penifentiaries and trials ave pend-
ing for forty-nine.

Among those to be early sentenced was Chariotte
Anita Whitney, whose adult life has been an act of
charity and social devotion. Becanse a red colored
drape covered a piano and a minlature paper re_d
flag—an emblem of some society that had used this
hall at an earlier date—was stuck on a glassg case,
a paid deteciive saw fit to arrest her. At the time,
this woman was in a hall along with an assemblage
of obhers. As g result Miss Whitney stands condemn-
ed to from one to fourteen years penal servitude
and her freedom depends on an appeal to the Bu-
preme Court of the United States, Vietims lacking
her wealth are long since serving their sentences,
Thisg is not stated invidiously. For humanity’s sake
it ia hoped this woman shall go free.

This case bears explanation. In 1913 Miss Whit-
ney was active in the Y. W. C. A. and other social
work, In that vear the Durst Brothers of Wheat-
land brought to a climax years of cruelty fowards
their hop pickers. In answer to their advertisements,
2,300 men and women gathered upon their
ranch. In a space smaller than a city block 2,300
people swarmed. There were six toilets and these
open to view, Before them, men, women and chil-
dren stood in line waiting turns. Durst Brothers pro-
vided no shelter but a relative offered space in crowd-
ed tents at rates probahly exceeding those charged
in buildings at Third and Market street, S8an Fran-
gisco. Woman, man or child, all fared alike. To
enrich these millionairve exploiters sanitation was ig-
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nored, decency made a joke and cleanliness & logt
arf. Upon thizs festering mass poured s sunshine of
120 degrees. Disease ravaged thizs herd. There was
a strike. Miss Whitney, Prof. Carleton H. Parker,

Archhbishop Hanna and all of Organized Lahor be.
came intersated in the event,

But before these philanthropists appeared, the
strikers had selecied Richard Ford, one of their num-
ber, as spokesman, Balph Durst struek Dick Ford in
the face when the grievances were presented. Then
Ralph Durst and his brother Jonathan seoursd the
country, coilected and stored in a private arsenal all
the precurable arms and these guns afierwards
wreaked death in what is called the “Wheatland
R‘iﬂ.tb}}

This history is necessary or else “criminal gyndi-
calism™ in California bewilders the observer.

Briefly the fragedy: After Durst Brothers had
gathered every gun possible they invited the strikers
to confer with them. On a Sabbath morning, August
3, 1918, these strikers marched four and four, or-
derly, hopeful, guppliani, to Durst’s office yard.
Ralph Durst declared organization of the strikers
was impossibie because of {the cornfusion of lan-
guages, twenty-seven tongues being spoken in this
‘American industry., Upon arrival before Durst's
office a committee mounted a hop wagon and twenty-
six men arranged themselves along the edges of a
hop wagon with Ford facing Durst. Demands for
toilets for every hundred persons, for lowering the
excessively high hops, (high-pole men,) for abolition
of the bonus system in payment whereby Durst
muicted his workers ten per cent if any quit before
his harvest was over, and other remedies were of-
fered. Durst asked opportunity to consider them.
During this inferval Durst attempted to have Ford
arrested and when he failed reported to Sheriff Voss
that he was being driven from his own land.

9



Fvening approached and the strikers were assem-
bled to receive Durst’s reply, but he was busy post-
ing armed men so as to sweep the camp with fire.
Jonathan Durst was among those petential ?}11131’&&1‘»
ers. (See stenographic report of the pﬁre;hmmary
hearing}. Durst then summoned a sheril’s posse.
Down the lane sped autos loaded with deputies, their
rifles and shotguns projecting. To the edge qf the?
crowd they charged in their cars, and the strikers
meeting opened rapks fto admif them. As these
deputies approached the speakers’ stand Henry
Daken fired both barrels of a shotgun directly across
and a little over the heads of the assemblage. Lee
Andergon among the deputies fired another shot. In
the crowd were hundreds of children. Frantic moth-
ers sought thetr safety and giant deputies were tram-
pled under their feet. Shots were fired from many
angles around the crowd. When the smoke cleared
all the unhurt deputies had fled. Four men lay
dead: one of them Ed. Manwell, possibly the most
humane District Attorney in California, another was
FEugene Riordan, a deputy, together with an English
boy and a Porto Rican, both workers. Henry Daken,
the insgtigator, had fled and by his own testi-
mony covered up in bed to shut out the horror.

Two companies of militia were rushed to the scene
and wholesale arrests followed. Prisoners were
confined in six jails widely separated, and ques-
tioned. Some were beaten, one boy was kidnaped
and held from his family until January, 1914: one
man, Nels Nelson, whose arm had been shot away
in the rigf, was found dead in a cell, strangled,
yet there was no place above a man’s head where
a cord could have been tied. Ag an outcome of it all
Richard Feord and Herman Suhr were convicted of
murder in the second degree and sentenced to life
imprisonment. ‘

Commenting upon these facts the Sacramento Bee
19



stated that “the methods by which Ford and Suhr
were brought £o bar were a blot unon the eounty of
Yuba, a stain upon the State of California and a
plemish upon civilization itsels.” Notwithgtanding
all this, Miss Whitney wase acecuzed in her trial, of
agsistance to the hop pickers’ defense, as an act of
criminal syndicalism., That this act was rassed in
1919 and that the Whestland {fragedy wag finished
in 1914 makes no difficuliy in these WOndrous pros-
ecutions and legislation. Her overt acty of criminal
syndicalism were attendance at an open convention
and activity to relieve distress. None aceuses Miss
Whitney of any act of violence or greed, Yet San
Quentin yawns for her. In the I, W, W. cases there
18 the same likeness. Against all these it has been
deemed legal {0 inform juries that the accuzsed were
interested in the defense of the hop pickers, Hence
this partial story, which dwells not upon the torture
of Herman Suhr, the bludgeoning of Nelzon, or that
W. J. Burns dismissed every emplove of hiz San
Francisco office because of brutal conduct to the hop-
pickers.

Ags a fact the Hop Pickers’ Defense Committee
was not an I. W. W, organization, but was compoged
of delegates from the Federated Trades Council of
sacramento, A, ¥, of L., of Socialist Party delegates
and of 1. W, W, delegates. This commitiee was
located in Bacramento and conducted the whole
proceedings. Letterheads of the commitiee carried
the names and affiliations of the delegates and the
committee acted under its own seal. When the
I, W. W, hall was raided in Sacramento in 1917
all the fileg were seized by the agents and since have
been kept secret. If the U. S. Attorney knew what
the seized papers conifained he knew that several
withesges who belonged to the International Work-
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ers’ Defense League in San Francisco did not belong
to the Hop Pickerg’ Defense Committee as he made
the jury in the Silent Defense case belicve.®

WHAT CONVICTS ARE THESE?

Comes now the story of these one hundred L
W. W, members who occupy cells in San Quentin
and Folgom because the Criminal Syndicalism Law
permits the infliction of penal servitude for the
reagon that men hold opinions, Necessarily there
ahall be omitted from this narration all personalibies.
Many of the “conviets” are overseas veterang of the
World War, some are aged, some are youths, some
ieave wives and children, put none permits
perspnal pleas for mercy These men stand
for n human right—the right as industrial wage
workers to organize in one big union. They know
the struggle against criminal syndicalism can only
proceed by such actual orpanization of workers, Al
ready this law has made official felons of ordinary
zocial workers and . W. W. members. If this act
disbands the Industrial Workers of the World in
California it will never be abolished and one day
opure and simple A, F. of L. mermbers will be sent
to prison because some provocative agent testifies he
uged viclence to further his ends and believed .it
would aid the workers’ cause. Asin the I W. W.
cages, co-membership with these tools would suilice
to comvict. Class interest therefore makes it neces-
sary to wipe out the eriminal syndicalism law. Wood-
row Wilson writes: “Liberty has never come from
the government. Liberty has always come from the
subjects of it. The history of Liberty is the history
of registance.” . |

@ Copleg of these letter hemds should be in the files of many organ-
femtionz. letterheads mailed in Januwary, 1914 and Augmst, 1914 are much
needed for use in the preapnt Syndicalism trisls by the California Branch
of the Genersl Defenze Committee, 226 Husgs Building, San Tranciseon, Talil.
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TEXT OF CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM LAW

Approved April 30, 1919, the Criminal Syndical-
isi statute reads:

The people of the State of Cslifernis enact as
follows:

Rection 1. The term *eriminal syndicalism™ as
used in this act is hereby defined as any doctring
or precept advocating, teaching or aiding and abet-
ting the commission of crime, sabotage (which word
is hereby defined as meaning wilful and malicious
physical damage or injnry to physical property), or
unlawinl acts of force and violence or unlawful
methods of ferrorism as a means of accomplishing
a change in industrial ownership or control, or ef.
fecting any political change.

Section 2. Any person who:

1. By spoken or writien words or personal con-
duct advocates, teaches or aids and abets criminal
syndicalism or the duly, necessity or proprety of
committing crime, sabotage, violence or any unlaw-
fi;] method of terrorism as a means of accompiish-
ing a change in industrial ownership or control, or
gffecting any political change; or

2. Wilfully or deliberately by spoken or writien
words justifies or attempts to justify criminal syn-
diealism or the commisgion or atliempti to commit
erime, violence or unlawful metheds of terrorism
with mtent to approve, advocate or further the doc-
trine of criminal syndicalism; ot

8, Printg, publishes, edits, issues or circulates or
publicly displays any bocok, paper, pamphlet, docu-
ment, poster or written or prmtad matter in apy
ﬂther form, containing or carrying written or print-
ed advocacy, teaching, or aid and abetment of, or
advising, criminal syndicalism; or

13



4. Qrganizes or assists in organizing, or is or
knowingly becomes a member of, any organization,
society, group or assemblage nf persons organized
or assembled to advocate, teach or aid and abet

criminal syndicalism; or

5, Wilfully by personal act or conduct, practices
or commits any act advised, aﬂ'ﬁ:ﬂﬂﬂtEd, taught or
ajded and abetted by the doctrine or precept of
criminal syndicalism, with intent te accomplish a
change in industrial ownership or control, or effect-
ing any political change;

Is guilty of a felony and punishable by imprison-
ment in the State prison not less than one nor more

than fourteen years.

Section 3. If for any reason any section, clause
or provision of this act shall by any court be held
uncongtitutional. .then the legislature hereby de-
clares that, irrespective of the unconstitutionality
so determined of such section, elause or provision,
it would have enacted and made the law of this
S}E&te all other sections, claugses and provigiong of
this act. |

Section 4. Inasmuch as this act concerns and is
necessary to the immediate preservation of the pub-
le peace and safety, for the reason that at the
present time large numbers of persong are going
from place to place in this State advocating, teach-
ing and practicing criminal syndicalism, this act
shall take effect upon approval by the governor.,

SUBPOENAED WITNESSES PUNISHED

Under this law witnesses have been sentenced to
the penttentiary-fifteen of them-—hecause they
sought in geod faith to refute contentions of the
prosecution and explain the I. W. W. ag they knew
1t to be. History records no parallel to this deed.

14



First a court of justice—so-called—ruled the tesii-
mony of defendants was only self-serving, then it
excluded the testimony of any other than bona fide
memberg of the organization. When such members
in good standing came to testify, it was sought io
intimidate them by threat of arrest and conviction
if they acknowledged membership in the I. W. W,
They testified; were arrested after leaving the stand
and the juries knew of the arrests: they were con-
victed and gentenced simply upon the record that
they testified to membership. Think of convicting
a man for burglary because he was the friend or
brother of a burglar! '

Study of the text of the above law shows it to
be well adapted to its authors’ purposes. In lan-
guage it is so adroitly constructed that prejudice
inferprets all iis meanings and executes its prac-
tices., Travesties of decency are permitted. TFor
instance during a trial in Marysville, about the time
the jury was going out to deliberate, the Sacra-
mento Bee rushed an edition five hours ahead of
time for distribution in the view of the jurv. 'This
newspaper in its headlines shrieked charges against
the I. W. W. and asserted a positive discovery of a
plot to wreak violence and sabotage upon a nearby
community. All this reached the jury as they went
to dinner, and was treated as newspaper enterprise.
Against such practices the California branch of the
General Defense Committee distributed Iliterature
sanely written, argumentative and within the law.
One prospective juror received a copy. Tom Con-
nors, secretary of the committee was arrested, charg-
ed with jury tampering, tried and sentenced to five
years imprisonment. In a similar case 2 man was con-
victed of introducing a defendant in a case to a juror
and of soliciting his sympathy. He got five days. Con-
trast the sentences. It is worthless to pillory the un-
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Tortunate short timer but his sentence over ggainzﬁt
the vengeance upon Tom Connors brands California

Justice a mockery.

JUDGE BUSICK’S INJUNCTION.

Although the persecution of witnesses and the
sentence of Tom Connors are without parallel there
was yet an ingenuity of hate and this Judge Charles
3. Busick of Sacramento County, California, achiev-
ed in an injunction of seemingly worldwide inten-
tion., To characterize this proceeding is too mueh.
"Fhis doecument is therefore given in all itg es_sentl%l
parts and the reader may suppose by what logic
Or imagination a puny county judge imagines his
ictum will operate alike in Chicago and in his
home town. It is proper to record that Mary Gallag-
heér Douglas mentioned is not a member of the
E. W. W, but a woman whom this Judge Busick per-
ritted a renegade to vilify and who appeared in
the interest of her womanhood to contradict malic-
i us falsehoods against her private character. Judge
I usick knew the relation of this woman to the case
and yet included her name. It is a commentary fully
rovealing the bias and prejudice of Judge Busiclk.

The mjunction without preamble and verbiage
follows: '

“It is ordered, adjudged and decreed by this court
that the said defendants, Industrial Workers of the
World, the General Executive Board of the Indus-
trial Workers of the World, the General Defense
Committee of the Industrial Workers of the World
anud the California Branch of the General Defense
G ommittee of the Industrial, Workers of the World,
sometimes called the California Branch of the Gen-
exal Defense Commitiee, John Grady, John J ackson,
WY alter dSmith, individually and as members of the

16 |
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said (zeneral Executive Board, H. M. fBdwards, Tom
McMahon, J. Kennedy, Ralph Colescott, Tom Dovle,
- Tom Connorz, James Kelly, William Bryan, indivig-
ually and as members of the General Organization
Committee of the Industrial Workers of the World,
P, J. Weilander, ¥isic Lybeck, Edward Anderson,
William Racke, Pete Beazley, John M. Reilly,
Frank Doyle, John Doe Swanson, John Doe Nichols,
John Doe O'Donnell, 8am Oberman, J. A. Sander-
berg, Ray Sands, E, G. Hottelling, John Doe Munson,
. M. Beck, A. Day, C. Laun, Martin Higgins, John
Doe Kingsley, J. D. Graham, individually and as offi-
cers, representatives and delegates of the gaid Indus-
trial Workers of the World and Tom Connors, Pete
Beazeley, Mary Gallagher Douglas, Leo J. McAulif
and Pete Wukusich individuslly and as members of
the California Branch of the General Defenge Com-
mittee and each of them, their servants, agents, solie-
itors and attorneys and all others acting in aid or as-
sistance of the defendants or each of them, do ahso-
lutely desist and refrain from further conspiring
with each other to carry out and from carrying out
or attemptling to carry out their conspiracy to iniure
and destroy or damage property in the State of Cali-
fornia and to take over and assume possession of
the industries and properties in said state as well as
the government thereof; and from knowingly cireu-
lating, selling, distributing and displaying books,
pamphlets, papers or other written or printed matier
teaching or suggesting criminal syndicalism, sabo-
tage or the destruction of property for the purpose
- of taking over the industries and properties of ali
employers or otherwise, and frem advocating by
word of mouth or writing the necessily, propriety of
Criminal Syndicalism or sabotage, direct action, wil-
ful damage or injury to physical properiy and bodily
injury to person or pergons and justiiyving or at-
tempting to justify Criminal Syndicalism, the com-
mission or attempt to commit crime, sabotage, vio-
17



lence or unlawful methods of terrorism with %he
intent to approve, advocate or further the doctrine
of Criminal Syndiealism, as said ferms “Criminal
Syndicalism’ and “Sabotage’ are defined in Chaptler
188 of the Statutes and amendments to the code of
the State of California for 1919, and from organiz-
ing or aiding or assisting to organize or ex-
tend or incresse any society, assemblage or as.
sociation of persons which teaches, advocates,
aids and abets criminal syndicalism or the duty,
necessity or propriety of committing erime, sabotage,
violence or any unlawful methods of terrorism as
a means of accomplishing a change 1n industrial
ownership or control or effecting any political
change and from doing any acts to carry out the
doctrines, theories and acts of criminal syndicalism
and from.in any manner whatsoever conspiring and
federating together for the carrying out of said
purposes or either thereof until the further order
of the Court. i g

Dated this 14th day of September, 1823.”

By serving notice upon all solicitors and attorneys
who may be hired to afford advice to the I.W.W.
or to defend it or its members in courts, a new de-
vice of tyranny becomes apparent. Its possibility has
long been foreseen and must henceforth he consider-
ed as a present problem.

There is now pending before the Supreme Court
of the State of California an appeal from a sentence
by Judge Bugick under this injunction. Arguments
have been submitfed and a decision is soon expected.
The case wasg submitted to Judge Busick upon the af-
fidavits of three police officials stating that Fellow
Worker E. Wood was a member of the L. W.W. and
that he had in his possession at the time of his arrest
the usual supplies carried by s delegate. It is also
alleged “That the said Industrial Workers of the

18
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“Upon its face (the preamble) the foregoing does
not appear to state more than an innocent or a legit-
imate economie propogition. No one of sense and fair-
ness will deny the right of the laboring classeg to
maintain an organization for proper self-protsction.
No sensible or fair person will denv that an equitable
division of the profits accruing from the combined
operation of labor and capital between thege two
egssential elements of industrial progress and pros-
perity should be had. Nor is it a crime per se, or,
{for that matter, a erime at all for a person or a ¢lasgs
of peraons to advocate a scheme conceived according
to Utopian ideals for the government of the peoples
of the earth and an equal distribution among all the
peaples of the fruils of all material or industrial ac-
tivity in all its manifold forms., Such a condition if
practicable under the éxisting order of things in
this world would certainly present an ideal gitua-
tion of the most exalted character.”

All the literature of the I. W. W. was at thig time
under review by the Appellate Court but the state-
ment of such an opinion weighs lightly with Judge
Busick and his abettors. That the L. W.W. always
points out that violence in labor struggles iz a sign
of weakness and should be avoilded as detrimental
to the working class makes alzo no impression upon
the prejudices of Judge Busick. This official has sat-
~urated himself with the falsehoods current among
distriet attorneys of California and even when he
hears a plain statement of fact of the 1. W. W. he
interprets it according to personal bias and pre-
judice.

. By reference to the quotation of the {acts alleged
against Fellow Worker Wood it will be realized how
easily the liberties of workers may be destroved in
the State of California. Specific statement is made
in that affidavit of crimes which the fellow worker
could not have conceived and it is further stated that
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he was executing these crimes in conspiracy wish
the whole TW.W. That men may be imprimn&d uD.
010 such evidenee contradicts eivilization; hut -ﬂm;*
the LW.W. by ilself opposes the Busiek injunﬂtinﬂ
such a littie thing a8 3 decision of the Supreme Cﬁu;i
of California will avail little, It becomes moype and
more apparent that the workers themselves mygt o
complish their own welfare.

in'a case appealed from Hureka, Calif., a1 the
literature of the TL.W.W. was considered angd the
Appellate Court made it lawful and proper to gej}
the same openly, yet here is an injunction by g
county judge reversing all the intent and purpoge of
the Appellate Court of the state and still the workers
are supposed to reverence the law which is jugeled
against them. In one breath their rights are pro-
claimed and in consequent action they are imprison-
ed for acting according to the plain intent and mean-
ing of the law. Indignation so boils when stating
guch manifest tyrannies that it is difficult to restrain
words within the bounds of calmness.

Thig injunction is not the idle anger of a mere
judge, Iis issuance was sued for by the attorney
general of the State of California and he was backed
by practically the unanimous gympathy and assgis-
tance of the combined Chambers of Commerce.
While the idea-is revolting to human intelligence,
~ there it stands in all its nakedness, shamelessly in-
sulting the rights of man. To make it harmless will
probably reguire the united efforts of the whole
I.W.W. “As fast as they can pinch us we can always
get gome more.” |

MODERN METHODS OF TRIAL

But back of the criminal syndicalism Iaw and be-
hind its language hide unexpected powers of courts.
Procedure in a criminal syndicalism trial usualiy 1s
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a raid upon a public meeting, said meeting having
been orderly, parliamentary and widely advertised.
Arrests are made, union cards are Tound upor the
persons of prisoners, indictment in the tricky words
of the statute foliows, the charge bhéing a general
recital of the acts penalized, Agents of the digtrict
attorney take the stand. Asked if they know any
of the defendants they answer no. Loeal papers
carry column accounts of the alleged crimes of the
I. W. W. and print interviews with and statements
of the prosecuting witnesses with a factual air so
that all prospective jurors are unconsciously pre-
judiced as these publications are the common gossip
{}f the neighborhood. These insinuations, charges,
arguments and lies go unchallenged except ag the
defense can by stranger hands distribute its side,
Even this little must be done under the threat of a
five-year penitentiary term, while local newspapers
are complimented.

BLACKGUARD WITNESSES

And these “expert” witnesses! One is a self-con-
fessed burglar conviet, a stick-up man and trench
dodger; ancother a twe_l’ve time deserter from mili-
tary and naval service, a stick-up man, and hag been
identified hy hospital ﬂfﬁﬂlﬂlﬂ as evilly diseased and
paretic; while the third a trifling “junker,” who
wWas expelled from the I. W. W. for his habits,
who begged higs way back and then, taking with
him $1,200 of I. W. W, defense funds, went to the
prosecution as a paid witness. These men demand
and receive exorbitant fees and exXpense money,
pladly paid by the prosecution. They patter that
they were members of the I. W. W., that they com-
mitted acts of violence, cannot name living accom-
plices, but attribute the motive of their acts to mem- -
bership in the I. W, W. Letters and printed matter
are read. Days are mnsumed in his teatlma:ny until
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a miass of false information deluges the intelligence
of the jary. During which the prosecutor fre-
guently contends he is proving the mental state of
the defendants, Challenged to show any advice to
commit viclence the prosecutor brazenly reads the
jury some document stating that labor produces ali
wealth and significantly stresses the word all and
he doesg not apologize to old Adam Smith. In argu.
ment he asks the jury of owners if they believe
that “labor produces all wealth,” and the fate of
the victim iz setiled. When sentence is due, the
judge usually informs the prisoner that he will sus-
pend nerformance of the sentence if the prisoner
will renounce the organization, or if he will leave
the state without renunciation of the I. W, W,, or
take immediate parole from the bench. Upon re-
fusal of these conciliatory offers and the judge hav-
ing publicly waghed his hands, all leniency vanishes,
With emphasis and severity the judge pronounces
the sentence of one to fourteen years imprisonment.
Judge McDaniels did this after he had denounced
as unworthy of belief all the progecuting witnesses,

One of these witnesses claims the distinetion—he
seems so to esteem it—of wholesale poizsoning of beef
intended for the armies in France, He asserts this
erime in face of denials of its possibility by govern-
ment officials. Strange but damning is the fact that
prosecutors have presented this man’s story to jury
upon jury after the falsehoods were publicly branded
by responsible officials of the United States, More
than one hundred men have been victimized largely
by testimony of this pathologic person, identified by
reputable physicians ag a paretic and paranoic. Un-
helievable ag is the tale it is almost more incredible
that his victims rot in jail and no official takes notice.
When future generations read these frials, children
of that day will blush and hide because of descent
from such brutes. | ’ -
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TESTIMONY IGNORES DEFENDANTS

‘None of the testimony of these witnesses refers
to the men on trial and the documents distorted o
support their testimony are dated years before the
criminal syndicalism law, View thig: Austin Lewis
wrote a pamphlet *The Proletarian and the Petit
Bourgeoig.” Because of 18 I, W. W. members have
been sent to prison and Austin Lewis has defended
them in the same court. Can this indecency be
calmly characterized? Some of these pamphlets
are out of print and to he found only in the files of
district attorneys and they are so rare they have to
‘be loaned from trial to {rial; yet a great state de-
scends to use both the confessed criminals and the
out of date documents to incriminate innocent work-
ing men, whose purpose and whose succeeding pur-
pose 1g to form a union of all workers on the princi-
ple that an injury to one is an injury to all, thus
threatening the good hunting of all parasites.
Coupled with this, think of the long propaganda
against the prisoners in the county press in the
vielnity of their trials and then imagine the cases
of these one hundred men on the working class
against whom such willing prosecutors cannot al-
lege a single act of persconal viglence; and these
things happen not among Huns, not amcmg“ king-
ruled serfs, but in the United States, in Golden Cali-
'fﬂrma, and no one EeME amaze&

In the opening paragraph it was asked why S0
few are in prison, when so many are concerned.
Here is another angle of the case. Industrial work-
ers meet in California by the thousands. In Los
Angeles during & strike for the freedom of eclass
struggle prisoners the port of Los Angeles was
cloged and kept closed, Thousands flaunted I. W.
W. cards. Wholesale arrests were made. Men and
wonien boasted of loyalty to the L. W. W., but prose-
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cutions were abandoned. Imagine criminalg openiy
parading their crimes and passing unscathed by the
law. This happens daily. Califernia threatens: the
I. W. W. challenges, and there are men in authority
in the {zoiden State who claim that public deceney
1s promoted by a statuie so derogatory. Cam any
‘law intended to imprison men for mere opinion
survive? Is law respected when thousands epenly
di]sfl%eg and sympathy instinctively throbs for the
rebeis?

CONTEMPLATE THESE CRIMINALS

Convincing as be these premises, thare are a num-
ber who face imprisonment. As thig is written cages
are pending in Hureka, Sacramento, Los Angeles,
Bl Centro, Fresno and San Francisco, and others are
expected. These victimg are seldom of the type
known as leaders. They are ordinary workers who
arige above terrorism or bribes. It requires courage
to join the I. W. W, in California, and more courage
to fight the 1. W. W. batiles before prejudiced
courts. Vietims of eriminal syndicalism are usually
bezeached to leave their organization and only when
they refuse repeated offers are they indicted. Verily
the blood and breath of these men is loyalty, In
prison they practice this quality. If guards diserimi-
nate against one all rally to his profection and prison
persecution i stopped by sclidarity. To support
either a principle of the organization or to protect
a member these men have not hesitated te go on
strike in the penitentiary and thus demonstrate a
new power of the working class. Individual acts of
- heroism are here omitted because these men are so
fine every one refuses to be aggrandized by inci-
dents which all are ready to dare and the men most
self-sacrificing are the first to sink individuality for
the common good. Deseribing such people is diffi-
eult in this era. Human interest turns upon the
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hinges of incident and personality. When, iz this
age, individuals and groups rensunce the human
frailty of glory and stand all in devotion to the com-
mon weal, they herald a life beyond sordid or
gelfish ken., California locks them up in prison celis
to prevent—so far as ignoerance may—the influence
of such lives upon the scramble for pelf. Even so-
was Christ erucified.

ROUSE, YE WORKERS!

Fellow Workers, what are yvou doing that thesze
men may realize their hopes? 'These are not the
only class struggle vietims. Centralia gave iis quota
to prison, Idaho rivals California; Texas and Ckla-
homa hold hostages of the working class, and there
are others. California, however, is unigue. These
men in San Quentin and Folsom are priseners by
their own choice. They refuged to accept freedom
as a bribe., They preferred prison to leaving Cali-
fornia as a compromise. Specious as seems the pro-
vosal it failed to snare these men. They faltered
not nor cringed, but renounced the “thirty pieces
of silver.” Their purpose is to organize one big union
of the working class and California-was included
in their view. They did not reason that men with
an ideal were powerless in prison and that one free
man is more powerful than a hundred prisoners., If
power builds 2 prison aecross the road to freedom
these simple working folk assail the prison with
their solidarity. These men faced their temptation
and triumphed. They went to prison as volunteers.

Most of this group are pessimists. They cannot
conceive of victory for their class within their life-
times. All the Christian mariyrs hailed their pangs
as the price of eternal individual bliss and concen-
trated every one upon the saving of his own soul;
but these modernists expect only foil, sweat and
agony. Beyond these generations they see a beauti-
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ful world, wherein humanity, educated, race cOn-
scious, ennobled by knowledge will dwell in hap.
mony, everyone contributing, all sharing and enjoy-
g the product as workers should do. “Are you
busgy, Fellow Worker?” that these men return to
life, these men so needed {c form: the structure of
the new society within the shell of the 0ld? Are
yOu aIeri'i ont the job? Were vou ingide and these
- men ouiside; you would not lack ald and comfort.

Remember that the commititee that sends vou
these lines is knocking at the door of the peniten-
tiary. Will you who read respond with a dollar?
If you be of the breed of the men here described
yvou need not be begged to come, vou are either
here or on your way. If you be a worker and of
the same humanity you at least will send a token
of ‘your regard. Can you not spare a day’s pay for
men who freely give fourteen years of life to pro-
tect yvour right to organize in one big union? These
men protect your right to organize in your own way,
because if the I. W. W. be defeated in California
there is an end alike of eraft federation and indus-
trial unionism.

Mooney and Billings were picked by the same
- powers who assail the I. W. W, Miss Whitney
- tikewise sits in the shadow of the penitentiary. Oth-
ers who fought in the Ford and Suhr case have
endured prison, and all because the vital need of
solidarity of the workers is slowly understood. When -
- workers stand hand in hand there will be no erim-
inal syndicalism statufes except as curiosities of out-
grown customs, just as are the racks, scourges and
other torments of olden days. Remember these men
‘are not imaginary. They and their kind exist today.
Are they so far beyond your understanding that you
will fail to send a token, or.an inquiry to the

E o ==

California Branch of the General Defense Comm.,
226 Russ Bldg., San Francisco, Calif,
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CLASS-WAR PRISONERS

The following are working men who are serving
from one to twenty-eight years in the Californis
state prisons for having defended the righis of the

working class,

They were {rying to improve conditions under

which we all must work.

Thev are the victimg of

the Class Struggle and this is your fight.

MEMBERS IN SAN QUENTIN PRISON

Number
Jack Gaveel......... 34889
Pat Casey __ _........35b63
Mickey J. Dunn.. 35564
John Hannon........ 3BE&bH
Gen., BEyan............. 355667

William Baker. 235713
Henry Matiin....._ 35717

Jameg Olgon...__ 25718
Frank Sherman...... 357068
dJim Roe ... ... SHTRE
E. J, Sanchez........35801
W. L. Fruit.. ... 35715

Ben Whittling....... 85721
R. W. Minton........ 37492

C. A, Drew.........__ 516h4
Frank Cox. ... 37701
C. F. McGrath...... 3T702
R. Kuilmen............ 837703
F. Frapklin........... 37635
Jameg Martin.._ ... 37636
P. Mellman........ ... 37687
Frank Bailey.......... 37647
R. A. Gibson.......... 37648

Wim. Joozdeff ... 37649
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Number
John Orlando....... 37650
Joe Vargo.... ........37T77H%2

Chag, Andrews......38107
H. Cederholn........ 32108
4. B, Childs............38109
Ernest Erickson. .. 38112
H. R. Hanson. ..... 38114
Franeig Hart.. ... 281156
J, C. Hollis............ 38116
FPierre Jans............asi17
Jd. J. Johnson....... 38118
T. O. Kleiberg_ ... 28119
Walter Kohrs._...._. 38120

-Tom Lyons............. 38121
Jas., La Londe........ 38122
(. Lindfors............ 38123
Wm. Minton........_. 38124
¥, McClennigan....381256
J. Pugh ............... 38126

J. C. Robinson.....38127
Geo. Roeschlau. ... 38128

C. J. Smith. . ... 38131
{z. J. Terrill ... 38132
Fox Varella. ... 38133

H. M. Edwards......382092



Number Number

Tom OMara. .. 88293 Ed, D, McHasgsor . 38536
Sdaeck Nash. . 38264 W, H., Wright ______ 38537
Bert Evier .. SR8807 EA Dawe ... 38578

L% Rutherfﬂr{fi ...... 38308 F. W, Thompsen__ 33279
L hris Pedersen.... 38360 H, B. Stewart 22974

A, 3, Ross.............8383861 Peter Wukusich 38735
Roht. Woods.......... 28382 Tom Conners... ... ARGBO
A, Bratland. ... 3883463 J. C. Allen.............39343
. Jobhansola.o....... 38364 Wm. Brvan .......... 585844
A, E. Anderson._.. 38376 L. V. French......... 39345
Tvan Barnes...........385830 'Wm. Longstreth... 39346
Frod Bamman........ 38531 John MceCrae.......... 58847
Harold Bird... 38582 Alex Nicholgon _ 39348
Roy Carter..........38532 Henry FPowell ........89548
ﬂhas mele;&f 385834 R. V. Tavlor.___ 39350
Roy House...oeo ... 385686 . C. Russell ... .39458

MEMBERS IN FOLSOM PRISON

g as. McLaughlin Joe Wagner
James Price Joe Clohessy
%ﬂmg Allen C. J. Sullivan

arl Firey ‘
Richard Ford H. C. Dukse
¥ erman Suhr Leo Stark
John Hiza P. J. Gordon e

HUMBOLDT COUNTY JAIL
Jack Beavert

Letters to San Quentin must carry prison aumber
of addressee on lower left hand corner of envelope.

Letters to Folsom must be sent in care of Warden.
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