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The Menace of Modern
Immigration

G_nn never imposes  insuperable burdens and
obstacles upon his children, It is a divine law,
over which no mundane court has jurisdiction,
that for every crucial complexity affecting human-
ity there is a master key to its solution. But
the spiritnal purpose stops there. Given the
means, men and women must attend to their own
temporal salvation and safery.  Otherwise civi-
lization itself pays the tragic price of failure.
Without comprchension and mns:ructﬁ':lgcﬁ on
the part of the people, in time a single great
pmbf:m may b:cup::n:piemnsuming catastrophe.

Today this country is acutely confronted by
one outstanding problem beside which all other
national dificulties are transient and erivial,
Properly to measure the menacing proportions of
t]:??prghlcm, to determine and apply the just
and lasting remedy, is the supreme task of all true
Americans.

Our cause ir truc Americanism. This means in
all vital things a superior Christian civilization
for America. Our destiny is the common welfare,
materially and mentally, physically and spiritually,
apon a plane high above any mankind has ever
known. We have the heritage, the resources,
the tunicy, for the achievement of the noblest
and best in human happiness and human power.
Our crusade has that glorious goal. We wouold
attain and forever hold a national pre-eminence,
not in sclfishness or vanity, but becanse therein
lies the greatest usefulness both for ourselves and
to the world.

I am pot wnmindful of many influences that
retard the ideals of our Repablic; but this is funda-
mental to them all: that in every phase of public
affairs, throughout the intermingled and incerde-
pendent relations of mankind in commerce and
school and state, it is the composite people that
altimately prevail. Their common character, their
capacity, the mean denominator of their motives,
fix the standard. This or that smaller superior
element may for brief moments predominate and
E:‘;r«e apward direction to national tendencies,

it finally comes the inexorable level of the mass.
That is inevitable. It is God's law., Every
minute and every million years of human history
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prove it, There 15 no escape from that conclusion,
nor any possible evasion of s COMSEquEnces.

All else, other than the inherent or acquired
common character of the national life—the com-
posicion of our people—is relatively unimporeant.

Our public institutions may become perverted,
or inadequarely keep pace with evolution in other
fields: chey can alwavs and quickly be alrered o
conform 10 ancient principles and modern needs.

Political issues may exist, or arise, try and
test our statesmanship.  There may come dark,
depressing periods of prostiruced pablic pOWErs;
but such problems are comparatively transient and
trivial. Fn a single decade it would be possible
com pl::-l_:la': to change both elections and legislation,
to provide an entirely different order of public
service, from commissioners to cabinet,

Even with economic conditions, it §s the same.
Mo induostrial injustice, however entrenched or
complicated, could long wicthstand the mi%lhty
onslaught of public opinion based upen, and hav-
:'.n? tor ies object, the right remedial action.

recognize fully the political, governmental,
economic and social problems of this gencration.
[ do not deprecate their pressing importance. But
the time has come o look f:lrshc].rnnd any or all
of them to this greater American lem of our
composite people. That is the bed-rock of every
national danger, and hope. It is fundamental o
and of everything that makes up the national life.
It is not transient nor elastic. The streams of
population that have been and are pouring in
upon us are ages old in racial character and capaci-
ty. Where a decade might suffice for the solution
of any single passing evil, centuries and cycles of
time would be required to affece marerially a vical
alteration of the mould in which God has
fashioned whole races of people.

We are the melting pot of the world, a problem
and a responsibilicy Efl:n:d I:?r no other people.
Into it has been pouwred, almost promiscously,
perhaps in recent years- designedly, every dross
iagredient of citizenship that the earth produces.
The good and the bad have haphazardly been
thrown together, to be turned out as the nacion's
human metal under the same conditions. No
account has been taken of cthe different degrees of
refinement required, nor of the unmergeabilicy
of basicly conflicting clemencs.

Ouc ::.Fi:, and from no other source, must come
national strengeh or weakness—in the end our
success or failure as a Repulbic.
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This problem is far meore complicated and
menacing today than in any previous period. The
tmmigrane stream is monthly more and more
tnferior, as I shall show by indisputable facts and
figures. Buticis not ver too late to take construce
nve steps to prevent this melting pot from becom-
ing a cauldron of chaos and disaster for the
TLECLCHD,

Within the year Congress will enace a new im-
mugration law. The present statute expires by
limitation on the first of pext July, T propose,
therefore, that we now take stock of the national
situacion with respect to this all-important marter
of the composition of our people and determine,
as (rod intends we shall in all fundamencal dif-
ficulties, what permanent policy will best promote
our own civilization and that of the world,

In the consideration of a subject so Interwoven
with our destiny, we should know exactly every
vital fact and influence bearing upon it. I have
andertaken, humbly and wigluut bigs of any
kind, to make such a comprehensive study of our
immigration problem. It involved staristics from
a thouwsand original sources, figures always com-
plex and often contradictory. f{[ meant much new
information concerning our hiscory and thar of
the world. There had to be an up-n;:-d-.il:c ap-

aisal of all our assers and liabilities in human

orm. It was quite impossible to comprehend oor
past, present and future sitvation without applyin

to our population all the established truch wit

respect to anthropology. A failere to take into
account family strains, racial characteristics and
cultures would have been faral to correct con-
clusions. Eugenics entered into it, not here and
there, but everywhere, becanse the final Americani-
zation of this country will be accomplished only
through intermarriage, and we muost understand
fully the extent to which mixed parentage is pos-
sible and how it concributes to good or bad resules.
From beginning to end, this survey involved
government and politics'and cconomics and relig-
1on. Social values, not those associated with the
four hundred, but the social values that concern
the hundred millions, had to be aual}rzcd and
catalogued as wholesome or detrimental to de-
mocracy. Figuratively I had to enter thousands
and thousands of homes and then interpret each
and every discovery in terms of national advance-
ment or retrogression.  In shore, this subject takes
in everything. It means everytbing to America,
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Racral, Navional and Social Valuer

» 1gan, when the last census was taken, this

country had acombined popelation of 1o, 710,620
We must have standards by which to judge cvery
element of our humanity, but first ler me gaive you
a hird"s eye picture of the American people, reduc
to racial, national and social values.

Those in the United States who weres born abooad

momber. oL . R e b M L
Thusse born here of foreign t’mrrm’au;t inclode . 15,604,339
Those borm Bere of nexed alien and narive stock

nuinber . 91,685
& vovtal of ferer and second  generation whire

forcigners seaching. ... ............... 30, a8 958
The nepgro race has BEOwWO St ... e P kR
Indians, Odriengals amd Asiatpes fombor . 426574

We had, then, in agzo, alicn and colosed peoples

MERTCEACIOE. . ... ... ooy Jaea e 7,188,663
At the samc time the native white Amerigans

or ongmal steck, inclsding ITurIE' descended
dircetly amd nor very distandy Erom amime-
grans, aambesad, e B gRT

Viewed strictly in terms of racial and nacional
origin, the present lation of the United States
is much less than hal .,-{Erllujjs little more than a
third, of native Anglo-Saxon stock.

Could we stop with that comparison, SETLOWE
as it is by reason of recent changes in the character
of our immigration, the situation would not be
so alarming, ﬂ.u: there are several other substantial
subtractions to be made before arriving at the net
worth of the American people. Not pausing at
this point to present details, we have in this
cnuntr:.r tuda}'—

NMiicerases to the almast unbelicvable number of. . 4,931,904
Meamally and physically disessed persons total-

ling mare than . . e e § DR
Paopers and depemslanes, sclease . ... " s e v ]
Criminals, in instivucians, wech hendesds of

thousands weers 2o large. .. ... . e 163, 88g
A wotal of social inadequates reaching ... 10,195,754

It is inconcrovertible that the exeenc of illiter-
acy, insanity, disease, dependency and crime would
be gravely portentions, if we had no immigration
crists to consider. One in ten of our people are
socially inadequate. That number at least, in-
scead of being able o carry their part of the public
load and contribute to the common welfare, are a
heavy, dangerous ingumbrance upon the bod
politic. And we should nor forget that, whi
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a much larger proportion of social inadequates
are to be found 1n immigrane scock, probably four
millions of native Americans are outstandingly
deficient mentally, physically or morally.
Leaving out of account the present dilluting and
often ]ulf‘u[ing streams of population from abroad,
and eliminating our own  Cinadequate,” 1t 15
undeniable chat we have not more than thirty-
five million one-hundred percent Americans—men,
women and children-—perha thirty million
would be the limic. Of course 1 am here using that
phrase to describe potencial personal and not
public gualitics. Upon these three or four in ten
must we largely depend for the predominance and
perpetuiry of real Americanism in this councry.

The Oid Tonnigration and The New

WITII that picture in mind, let us ced to
examine the quancity and qualiey of the immi-

Erant streams.

I have done this without prejudice, or any

onccived attitude. There is no hatred in my

art for any individual, pationality or race upon
the face of the carth today. [ love all humanity:
for that reason my supreme love 15 for America.
The fullest, most effeceive, expression of that lowve
lies in che fulfllment of her destiny. 1 believe thar
the Saf{t;'ﬁuardl'ug of sacred traditions, the realiza-
tion of fundamental ideals of human welfare, can
be accomplished unlf' clfg.' h:-l:t{ym.g our citizenshi
at the highest leve intelligence and heale
and virture, If we are not successful, socially and
governmentally, mankind everywhere will suffer
and have heavier burdens to bear, Thercfore, 1
stand for the suevival of the fittest in this nation
becanse that means material and moral blessings
for all the world.

In the beginning of the national life, and for long
years after, our policy was rightly that of the open
door. The gates were always ajar. Those who
would might come. Millions did come—the best
the earth had to offer—Huguenot and Cavalier and
Puritan. No mercenary motive brought them 1o
our shores, They possessed limicless courage, They
sought no favors that their own labors could noc
bestow.  They wanted an enduring freedom
founded upon their traditional reverence for law.
They built chapels and congresses and chanceries.
Lacer, through imm[Em[iun, that kind of oppor-
tunity beckoned to kindred humanity in north-
western Europe,  Likewise they came and estab-
lished homes, Into those homes we gladly gawve
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our sons and daoghters, and as freely did they
enter ours, to remain forever as husbands and
wives. There was complete, harmonious merging,
hindered by no obstacle thar God or man could
rcasonably impose.  QOut of all that grew the
America of the last generation—prosperous and
proud, pure and patriotic.

- Then, suddenly, the characeer of our immigra-
tion changed. The sources of our citizenship be-
came radically different. There was a fundamental
inferiority of racial and national strains. The
Anglo-Saxon, the Scandinavian and the Teuton
began to recede, with an overwhelming pre-
ponderance of peoples like the Slav, the Latin, and
the Greek.

~ From 1820 to 1923, a grand toral of 35,192,124
immigrants came to this country. By 1914, when
the European turmoil engulfed che mrlg in trage-
dy, the annual influx was 1,218,480,

What part of this mighty flood of alicn peoples
was desirable?  Upon chat point, 1 quote from
“The Immigration Problem,” 2 book by Prof.
‘P:rtmiah . Jenks and Mr, W. Jerr Lauwck, as

ollows:

& study of the J'mm:iiqra.tlun in the Uniced Staces, from
the time thar our :imrn:pntiun records begin in aflig o
dare, shows a J;hi.np: in the character of the i.rnmi.ml:i.rm
as well as in ies exeent. Dhring the lasc twenty-five
thirty years s0 marked has been the change in the type of
it grants that ie is convenient o classify our immigration
as the old, thae is, the immigrants fmu' o 188y, and the
new, namely, those coming since thae date e former
class includes :Fl'i.mn.ritf immigranes from England, Ircland,
Scorland, Wales, Belgivm, gc-nmtrlc, France, "&Emm_'r,
the Metherlands, Morway, Sweden, and Switzerland. These
countrics furnished some g5 per cent of the immigrants
eoming into this country before 5883, Tn wgor, 81 per conc
of the European immigrants, including Syrians, came from
Ausmia-Hungary, ]iulirm':.. Greece, Iraly, Mootenegro,
Fnl;nd., PIH'IIIE.II, Boumania, Russia, Servia, Sp.iil], -5_:.'l'i.lr
and Turkey,”

During the fourteen years ending with the world
war period—igot o 1g14—our population was
increased fully thirteen percent by immigration,
the exact number being 11,928,517, Simce 1810,
Evrope and the rest of the world had been sending
us, increasingly, of their peoples. Yet in those
fourteen years, which are a part of our generation—
not remote, but immediate, not even yesterday,
but today in every vital effect and influence—the
immigrant blood was go.5 per cent of the grand
total for the entire ninety-five years up to 1914;
and at this peak but 19 per cent was coming from
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the sources that helped vo make our nation what
1t 15, while 81 per cont represented racial strains
and standards complecely incompatible with our
American conception of social and public life,

Let me quote again from Jenks and Lauck, both
-c::-f whom had a large share in the work of the
United Seates Immigration Commission in 1g10.
They say:

"The change in rhe character of the [mmigration fs
eapectally marked by che facr thar during the last few year
more immigranes bave comes from any one of the thres
countrigs of Awstria-Hungary, Ttaly or Rassia than from sl

of the North Buropean councries maken together that
formeely furnished the bolk of Enropean immigranes,™

Foreigne Elemeents Sectionalized

Thn resulting problem of assimilation cannot be

measured by the B millicns of native whites as
against the 47 millions of alien and colored stock.

e flood of inferior peoples sweeping across the
Atlantic as in former a they overran the plains
and valleys of the Old World has not been at all
evenly distributed. The South is almost untouched
by immigration. It is che East, the North and
West that have received the inundation.

In these three great sections of the country—

The foreign borm whites number. . ooooa 1,88, 56
The whires of direct forsign ancesery fumber. 11,233,065
Atotalod. ..o 34098, 727
In the same sections native born whites mumber-
OnlF e e a e Crrmmrrea 38,580,074
For tically every white American in the

East, orth and West, there is a corresponding
person born abroad, or whose parents, one or both,
were born abroad. . B

Even that vital fact does mot include all the

menacing truth, because an overwhelming pro-
tion of recent immigration is massed in cities
and industrial centers.

We see, therefore, that the South is reasonably
free of alien influence, but that section has the
bulk of the black race. In the East and Northeast
particularly do we find a concentration of equally
pnassimilable foreign elements, not ar all the
desirable kinds that abound on the prairies of the
middle West. Together, the South with its negro
problem, and the New York-New England scc-
tion with its hordes of inferior immigrants, are
largely responsible for much of the political
prostitution that is now a curse to Our country.
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The Tests !_,.Ir Arrerrrami ran

v Friexns, as | said, we must have standards

by which presenc and future Americanism may
justly be judged. Orherwisc these immigration
facts will be futile and conclusions of lirtlrfc Cioi-
sequence,  There are cerrain vital requirements to
be mer, if our citizenshap is to measure up and be
mauntained in harmony with the ideals of the
Republic. And I venture the hope, nay, more, 1
make the prophecy, that this great organization
will pever for an instant lay down its armor or
sheath s sword uncil all nfjlr:hr_'m have been lase-
ingly achieved. These are:

{1} Edwcarion, The first and most important
duty of a pation 15 the training of its boys and
girls for economic, civic and social life. An illizer-
ate 1% always a national liability. [n-:lil.ri.du:llj].r
he or she is seriously handicaped; as a class all
those deficient in mental development do noe and
cannot contribute to the common welfare; instead
they are in all ways an added burden wpon che
public.

Six cent of enr precent popadatiovn of yowrh and
adult ”TMIEIE“# f-i ﬂnafpdfu' TEiE.

That 15 not the american standard. It is the
average of illiteracy, with immigranes included.
The whole number of uneducared nacive whires
in this councry is 1,241,571, or two per cent. Eight
hundred and ninety thousand of them are in the
Southern states, and they are mostly "mountain
whites.”" For the ret of the nation the average
would be considerably below one per cent.

Among forcign born whites the illicerates are
13.1 per cent.

Negro illiterates are 21.9 per cent.

Of the old immigration, the northwestern
European kind, only 1.7 per cent could not read
and write when admitred to our gates, while the
proportion among the modern type of immigrants
averaged 35.8 per cent,

During the years from 1899 to 1909, when the
flood came largely from Southern and Eastern
Europe, of the 7,199,061 immigrants, 14 years
of age and over, 1,918,815 were illitcrate, a toral
of 26.7 per cent, . o

To give an exact, specific and appalling illostra-
tion, the state of New Jersey in 1920 had 1a7,66r
illiterates, of whom 111,595 were foreign .

Returning to our recent immigration, the lowest
percentage of illiteracy was among Scandinavians,
that being only four-tenths of one per cent.  Next



came the Scotch with seven-tenths. The English
ranked third, their per cent being one and one-
tenth., Orcher nationalities with less than fve

r cent of illiterates were Finnish, Bohemians,

elsh, Irish and Dutch. The French and Germans
were slightly over five per cent.

The highest &:rﬂ:ntag& of illiteracy was among
Portuguese at 6.2, Other nationalities were as
follows:

Turkish, s8.9; South Italians, §4.1; Eyria.ns,
54.1; Ruthenians, §1; Lithuanians, 48.8; Eul;aria
ans, 41.8; Dalmarions, 41.3;Russian 38.5; Croanans,

€.4; Polish, 35.4; Rumamans, 34.7; Greeks, 27;
?-[ebrews, 5.7 %luwlkﬁ, 14.3; and Armenians,
24.1. The average for this new immigration was
the figure [ have given—35.8 per cent.

That is a staggering proportion—about three
in ten among immigrants as compared with less
than one in cach ﬂndmd of native Americans
throughout most of the country,

All these alarming facts relate to the very rodi-
ments of education—the common grade school
kind.

In 1917, the literacy test was put into our immi-
gration laws. lm|l:;m1-'cment as resuleed, but
what had alrcady happened could not be thos
undone. The densely ignorant who were admited
before that date will remain a life-long drag upon
Americanism.,

I submit that this nation should at once take
steps adequately, universally, to vide for the
education of her children, both nacive and adopred.
As I shall show in discussing the public health,
mental deficiency has become so prevalent as to
be Easitivel;.' menacing., With hundreds of thoo-
sands, perhaps millions, it is now undeniably a
matter of heredity. We must have a compulsory
educational system to reach and uplift every
furure citizen. It muse be publicly sponsored and
.jﬁ:-d for, without a single parochial NE,&:W

ere should be 2 Cabinet Deparement of Educa-
tion, second to none in its public im nee.

(1) Heafeh. This 1s quite as fondamencal as
education. Mental fieness for citizensmp is not
possible without physical wholesomeness and
stamina. The two go together. Failure in either
field brings the inevitable blight of social in-
adequates, with an ever increasing measure of
both private and public burdens.

Mankind is afflicted with many discases, but 1
speak now only of those which are constitutional,
inherent in the blood, often incurable, and recog-
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nized by scientists as causing the almost complete
incapacity of thier victims.

The most insidious of these groups in their
effect upon our citizenship are the nervous and
mental maladies, such as insanity, epilepsy, and,
MosE widc—sPr:ad and the least recognized of all,
mental deficiency.

Venereal diseases are repugnant and terrible.
They are often communicable to the innocent.
They are transmissable through heredity. They
impose indirect moral, mental and physical penal-
ties that no streech of the imagination can measure,
becanse finite wisdom cannot penctrate the ages
YEL 10 COME,

Consumption and cancer, aleoholism, drug ad-
diction and blindness—these also are great heredit-
ary diseases we should consider. They lower, and
in most cases destroy, the citizenship tialities
of those afflicted; they menace the healthy; they
imperil our future Americanism.

o ather part of this study has so depressed me.
I am trying to encompass generations in my

icture, because gencrations in a mation should
¢ as days to an individual, Viewing our situation
thus, [ stand appalled at the gigantic evil powers
of the organic discases that are slowly sapping
the national strength. And the pare the recent
imimigrant has pﬁ:ycd and is playing in this
terrible tragedy gives it primary perunency in
that connection. : e

Do know that among 2,754,000 CORSCTIPEE
men, mu::n the ages lﬂﬁand o, the very
cream of our population, there were ﬁ’;mml 348,000
inhcritable diseases? Here among the husbands
of our daughters, the fathers of our future citizens,
at the period of manhood's greatest soundness
and vigor, were one in every eight with tainted
blood and already impoverished physical power,.
The percentage was exactly 12.8—that proportion
was socially, and what is ¢ven morc important,
cugenicly inadequare.

n secking light on this health aspect, I have
cxamined many authorities. The result has been
voluminous and terrifyingly illominating. Some
time I hope for an unity to present the
subject in detail. On this occasion of course I
cannot do more than summarize. )

The government has published a statiseical
study of the “Defects Found Among Drafred
Men.” That book is official and authoritarive.
If we take the averages of just blood, and there-
fore inheritable, discases which the federal au-
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thorities found to exist among our young men, and
apply them to the whole popolation the results
are almost beyond belief. Such a summary would
show for the whole country—

blenral and nervous defeces_ ... L. 1,450,003
Venicical Jiscases, 0y v e rmnrrrrrrrrcnsnasnmes 1,150,003
Tuberculaf perstas. ..o oivaivnnrsiarrrsanras T GLG
Blindness, i one or both epes.ooooioiiienienn fed e ]
Aleoholics and drug addices. ..o oo 174,000

A prand wocal af ...l 37RO

To these figures can be added the safe estimate
of Dr. Harry H. Laughlin, the noted eugenics
expert, that fully a million defectives, dependents
and criminals are now requiring custodial care in
local, state and national institutions.

Dr. Lanughlin maintains, and has proved, I think,
that the custodial groups of defective constitute
only five per cent of all those who are deficient
mentally., Translated inte national significance, bir
fiznrer reveal am appalling number of people in thar
:Eu, The heart sickens, and we almost lose
courage in the face of this fact, for these deficiences
are unchangeable and heredity will pass them on
to future generations.

In his book, "'The Revolt Against Civilization,”
which fittingly has for its subtitle, “"The Menace
of the Under Man,"” Lothrop Stoddard reveals the

amazing resules to postericy of mentally deficient
parentage. On page 46, he says:

A srriking illustration of how superiority and ERACY
are mliks d]:r decermim=d |:|g|r heredet ‘l.lﬂ- b}n" the
"Kaliikak ?nmiir," of Mew Jersey. ng the Revola-
ionary War, one Martin “Eallikak " a youong soldier of
gpood stock, had an illicic afair with a fechle-minded
servant-gitl, by whom be had 2 son, Some years later
Martin martied & woman of ﬁﬂd family by whom he had
several legitimate children. Mow this is what happened:
Martin's legitimate children by the woman of sock
all turned ouc well and foended one of the mos: d.ia:hlg[LHrl'Lnd
families in Mew Jersey. In this family and its collateral
bramches we find noching bux good r:pl'm!mveﬂtl.b:uhh]:g.
There are doctoes, I:wrm."rdm. educators, traders, -
bolders, in short, reepecrable citizens, men and women
prominen: in every phase of social life, They have scarrered
over the Unired Scates and are prominenc in cheir come
municies wherever they have gose. . . . Thers have been
no fezhle-minded among them; no illeginmars childeen;
00 immoral women, only ons man was sexvally loose, 1o
sharp conerase 1o this branch of the family stand the de-
sceridants of the feebls-minded girl. Of these 480 have been
i:rm::d- Their tm!h:i 143 I ¥ fv:ibh-m.im:j:d. E il-
Efitimate, grossly EE0Ea { most BLATUEES ), 14
mnplim:d .;.133&.;.11.;., leptics, hdkﬂ%ﬂ‘[ﬁl’mwy_. 3 crim=
inals, 8 kept houses u} ill fame. Here are two family lines,
with the same parcrnal ancestor, living oa the same soil,
in the same a ere, and under the safme general én-
wironment ; yet the bar sinister has marked every generaticn
of one and has been unknowa in the other,”
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What does the official n:ﬁurt.. “Defects Found in
Drafted Men,'” say abour this?  Listen:

- UUf oo iesises oo oan answer to the inguiey, why there
shoald be 80 meny cases of menral deficency and mental
discascs in the populacion of military age, it can only be
replicd that this is a fair index of the constiturion of the
popalation of the United States, as ic is composed of chass
whes have migraced to its shores from Ewrope, or their
deseendanns, ™

“The utstanding conclasion,” he savs, "'is thar, makueg
all logical allowances for ernvinrnmental eonditions, which
may be unfavorable to the immigrant, the rocent immigrancs
as a wholg present a 1|ig!u.-r perceniage of inkarn social
inadequare qualitics than do the older stocks.™

In the special Army intelligence tests seven
Fradcx of mentalicy were recognized.  OfF the
orcign born whites tested, 30.8 per cent were of
the grade D, “inferior,” and 14.8 per cent grade
E, “wvery inferior.”” If these percentages werc
applied to the roral foreign born population of
the country, it would mean that 6,347,875 immi-
grants among us are of the two lowest grades of
mental incelligence,

In the average incidence of venereal discases,
which is 5.6 per cent, the colored race 1s an over-
balancing factor. From the rate of admission to
sick repore in the Army, colored men appear to
be several times as apt o be infected as white
men. “Just those states with the largest propor-
tion of coloted population,” the report cum:lug::;d
“show the largest rates of venercal disease. Ad-
jacent regions with an intermediate proportion
of colored F-u-pu!uicm show an  intermediate
amount. Relatively lictle was found in the New
England states including New York and over the
Morchern states west of the Mississippi River.
Wisconsin and the Dakotas, inhabited largely by
immigrants from norchern Evrope, Germans, and
Seandinavians, show the lowest rate for these
discases."”

Dr. Laughlin, the cugenic expert I referred to a
moment ago, has made for the Committee on Immi-
gration a remarkable study of the ralarse de-
generacy of all classes of social inadequ.tes ex-
cepe the venereal,

aking all the nine major types of social inade-
quacy together, and weighing the races according
to their proportion in our total population, the
foreign born white are 146 per cent of the average.
These excesses of the immlﬂ:m stock above the
average of inadequacy arc the measure of the drag
of an improperly controlled immigration upon
pur racial American effectiveness.
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These total results Dr. Laughlin classified by
the older and the newer immigration, and he
finds clear evidence of the lowered quality of the
newer flood of immigrants from South and Ease
Eurape.

Insanity and crime, are the worst manifestations
of social inadequacy. Insanity among immigrants,
Dir. Laughljn shows, Is pearly two and two-
thirds times more frequent than in our older
native stock. Among Russians, Finns and Poles,
Bulgarians, Irish, and Serbians the proportion is
highest of all. The kish proclivity to insanity is
aver four times that of our older native stock as a
whole. It is so great that it causes the rate for
northwestern Europe stock as a whole to exceed
slightly that for southern and eastern European
stock.

Of all criminals in our prisons the negro race
furnishes over twice its prorata share. The [talian
race furnishes nearly two and one-ffth times irs
share. The Greeks nearly three times theirs. The
Balkan peoples two and three-fourths times theirs,

Whar can now be done 1o lessen this menace of
physical, mental and moral blighe that has come
upon us?

There must be a nation-wide health erusade,
more exacting, more persistent and more conse-
crated than any the world has ever known. First,
even though it were to cost a billion dollars, or
ten billions, the federal government should insei-
tute a survey to determine the extent and causes
of every disease that exists, with particular refer-
ence to alien sources. Then, u that foundation
of complete information, the hghe for bodily and
spiritual wholesomeness should be waged scien-
tifically, unceasingly, wntil the scourge of infec-
tions and deficiencies is no more, Just as education
should be free, so should cach and every agency of
health be available without cost to every human
being within our borders. Health ought to be
regarded as a public function from beginning toend,
with hospitals, nurses and doctors avail to all,
rich and poor. Instead of having our Public Health
Service only a minor bureau, it ﬂbviuuslly should
be a Cabiner Department. For the eternal good of
the country the first three ranking places in” the
Cabinet should be those of the Budget, Education
and Healih.

At present the legal tests for rejection of immi-
grants arc not sufficicntly exacting to detect
inheritable diseases in a person apparently free of
such tendencies at the time nlﬂrdmimmn, but
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which inevitably will later develop in his own
life or show in the physical and mental inferiority
of his children born in this country, If this con-
tinues, we invite slow but sure disaster, Certainly,
therefore, whatever immigration policy may
adopted, it should include the r[ﬁld, unrelenting
exclusion of every applicant whose acceptance
wouald now ot in the fE:un: lower the health level
of the nation.

(32 Heme Building. In order to insure a2
nation’s perfect and permancae development, be-
sides an ever increasing sanity and complete sani-
it?ft[nn, there must be happy, wholesome family
ife.

What the sun is to the solar system, the home is
to America. The supreme test of national success
lies in the number and quality of our homes. Thart
is alike the highest, safest, soundest exﬁ}rmicm
of both personal and public welfare. ithout
one we cannot long have the other,

When our forefathers associated the privilege of
voting with the holding of property, as they
often did, that was in their mind,” To them
material possession meant homes.

For gencrations they hewed homes out of the
wilderness.  Those later coming to our shores
faced no such struggles to subdue natural and
native encmies, but rﬁcr had the same aspiration
and generally achieved ir.

Mostly the immigration now coming is made
up of males. Either they will do no mating and
home making, or the wives and mothers muse be
gathered to their breasts from among superior
classes.

For every hundred Greek womnen in this country
there :.rtﬂirﬁ Greek men. The Iealians now have
a ratio 147 males to each hundred females.
From Southern Europe there have been comin
16y males to cach hundred females. In the ol
immigration there were 110 males to each hundred
females. Our own nacive white average is 1037
males to a hundred females,

It can be summed up, faicly I think, in this:
Until abour 1830 perhaps ninety per cent of the
immigranes at least sought the ownership of homes.
Since that date probably ninety per cent of the
alien influx have neither eur home standards,
nor in most cases the desire to attain them. They
are the tenement herd. The farms and suburbs
know them not. We have our Hester streets and
our East Sides in every large city, and box-car
huts and shacks in every industrial center—un-
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sanitary, unwholesome, uninspirational—the nat-
ural hahitacion and hr-::dfn% place of the moron,
the nomad and the criminal.

In no other respect is our modern immigmtipn
more menacing. s mental and bodily c[ualims
arc lowering our level of literacy and health, but
the utcer lack of home instinct throoghout the
flood of inferior foreigners that now predominate
threatens our very institutions. Amenca means
homes, or it means nothing, and will finally end
in failore, just as that retribution has always come
to every country whose citizenship worshipped not
at the shrine of their own firesides.

This nation is our home. We built it. We
protected it. We should and do cherish it beyond
all other possessions.

It is made up of many homes. They are its
brain and brawn, its heare and soul. True Ameri-
canism implies the public acceptance and practice
of every cardinal private virtue that has its highest
functioning in the home. The love of an individual
for his or her home, multiplied by many millions,
should exactly measure the wonderous depths of
our common patriotism.,  Patriotism, real patri-
otism, is not sentimenc; it is the overflowing of
the spirit of family life into national life.

**Free Trade'" In Cheap Foreign Labor

Aunnn:a.uuu+ as the wvision of it lies d in
our hearts, must be founded upon the three basic
standards I have so hurriedly discussed—educarion,
health and the home. Even morc bricily, let us
now consider two economic tests of pational
stability and hl]ﬁﬂi::-ﬂ in their bearing upon the
immigration ) .

The first nrfhﬁc is labor. 1 believe, in fact |
know it to be God's truth, thar this nacion is

ying the penalty, at usurious rates of interest,
f;r generations of false attitude toward the creative
forces of mankind,

Since the Lord said, ""Six days shale thou lal:u:l!,
and rest upon the seventh day,” all the emphasis
has been placed upon the latter part of that divine
injunction. We have deified the 3abbath, when
God intended, and so arranped His universe, that
the six days of labor shau!dglgc all-important. The
command ;:am on high was to work, work, work,
work, work, work—and not by proxy, but with
- our own hands and hearts and feer. Ocherwise it
would not have been provided in nature's laws that
health and happi have no other source thar is
so invariably safe and sure.
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This nation has committed, or at least permiceed,
fundamental errors for which the curse of evil
consequences may never entirely be obliterated.
Slavery was instituted and the racial resules of ic
will probably remain so long as the Republic has
existence. Then, in respidise  to the zame wn-
Chrisrian dread of crearive work, more vaguely
and yer more generally, we established servanery.
There followed legically, inevitably, the more
modern and monstrous cheap labor idea. The steps
have been: owner and slave, master and serving
man, magnate and menial,

This 15 a national tendency which we cannot
charge to immigration, old or new. In facc the
old ymmigration is perhaps more guoiltless than
the native stock. But it is fundamencally related
to our modern immigration problem.

Humanity has become a commodity. For
mercenary motives, our importers of it want the
most inferior geade. Industry desires cheap labor.
Therefore, we have had this recent flood of g and
ro-cent citizenship.

Take any map which shows the conceneration of
the South and Eastern Evropean type of immigrant
and you will sce what has happened. Wherever
manufacturing and mining and lumbering
dominate, there the hordes of unskilled labor have
overwhelmingly been assembled. In the last two
decades it has reached the proportions of a deluge.

Do our overlords of industry realize whae they
are doing to America? Have they stopped to
measure the national consequences of this cheap
foreign labor idea? Is it the part of patriotism
to im inferior mental and moral elements.
in such numbers as to lower our standards even
below the danger poine? Is profit more importane
than the sum toral of American Cirizenship?

[ leave it to them, and o you, 1o make a satis-
factory answer,

[mmigration and Agriculture

ow, let us go a step further—a relared srep.
Consider the condition of agriculrure in chis
country.  Farming, morevital than any or all other
industrics, more wholesome and essential 1o good
citizenship, is Itwr:uc:i::ally prostrate.  You know
the causes of this calamity. [ shall not describe
them, nor detain you with a recital of the evil
CONSCOUENCES.
The point is that borh immigration from abroad
and migration from within are intensifying this
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instead of agricultural development, therc is an
alarming movement, increasing by leaps and
bounds, towards city congestion. Our popula-
tion .is already more than half urban. Forty per
cent it was in 1900; 45.g per cent in 19Lo; §I.4 pet
cent in 1g20;—that ?: ?m[tmmr:l whﬁ:h cries out
s warning and demands constructive atiention.

In this farm field exists the only legitimate and
justifiable excues for cheap labor, yet that class
15 moving irresistably cityward to swell the slums
and multiply immorality. For example, through-
out the South the colored race, in numbers far
beyond the statistical showing, 1s mi ating 1o
the North—not to its rural districts, but to its
industrial centers. The colored problem is fasc
b:cuming a Morthern Pmb]..:m_,, and ml:l:," MOre
difficult than it ever was in the South because in
this new form it is distincely intensified In muo-
nicipal areas.

Am I vnduly fearful with respect to all chis?
You cannort read history without the discovery that
every national calamicy outside nature’s cata-
clysms has been born and bred in city environment.
The influences thar foster degeneracy and crime
do not develop in the open spaces. “"Where wealth
accumulates and men decay’™ was not written of
the plains and prairies, nor of woodland and moun-
tain; but there is not in this generation, there
never has been, nor ever will be, a grear city with-
out its tenderloin, its tencments, its sweatshops,
its houses of assignation, its overstrained chari-
ties, its night courts, its East Side and, now, its
DEEro quarters.

The city and its environs—that is the destina-
tion of an overwhelming majority of our modern
immigrants. New York is not comparable to
other alien congestions—we would nonc of us
want to live in America if it were—but the con-
dition of the metropolis in only slightly less
degree is country-wide. In that ciry there are—

Bative whites numbering. _.. ..o ..o 171951
Whites of the old immigration stack .. ... 1,466,558
Mew immigrants (mostly from Southern Ewrope. 1,477,778

Without being unkind or unjust, we can say
that there are in MNew York City about ewo and
one-tenth times as many unassimilable foreigners
as native Americans, while the better and int%rim‘
aliens added together reach a total almost three
and FI:u;m.:almlf times that of cthe native American
stock.
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In 1gee, of the 13,710,000 torcign born whites
in the Unized Ssates, 14,555,000 Were in ClLies
and towns, and making a closer InEpection, we
find that six and 2 hali millions of these were in
cintes of 100,000 and over,

Of our native stock, three-fifths is on the farms
and in rural villages, with the balance of the farm-
ing population almost enurely composed of the
older immigration. Ir is pﬂaiﬁuin:ntl_}r the new
and more inferior Influx that is congesting and
corrupting our municipalities.  Practically none
of 1t has sought its own and the national welfare
by terning to agricultural life.

The Inberewr Capacity for Americanism

uus far I have suggesied to your mind che three

cardinal tests of Americanism as applies to in-
dividuals—intelligence, health and wholesome
homes—and also immigration aspects of the basic
labor and agricultural problems.  There come now
the crucial national life standards, for which a few
phases will suffice.

I submit that any immigrant, to be desirable and
af asser 0 America, must ¢ome with an inhercne
capacity for our kind of citizenship. He may be
untrained, but he must not be wnrrainable. There
must be nothing in his racial or pational character
that will close the door and keep it everlastingly
shut against American ideas and 1deals.

Mext, to be welcome, he and she must enter
our gares with a deep and abiding respect for con-
stituted authority in their hearts.  For centuries,
on every occasion, upon battlements and platforms
and 51:1 pits, in field and factory, and ac his own
fireside, the Anglo-Saxon has asked the one para-
mﬂm‘lﬂitlmpﬂﬂ:ﬂnt question—""What ir the Law!™
Were the law inadequate or unjust, he changed -
it; but always and forever, until time shall be no
more, that 15 where he stands, as it is where we
stand—for law and order. From the Bricish Isles
and Scandipavia and Germany and Holland and
Switzerland have come peoples born to  that
ﬂlwin:[i:husenlinl attitude, t more of them
come. They are our kinsmen in tradition and ideals.
But generations, nor centuries, cannot school the
Latin, the Grezlk, the Balkan and che Slav to that
fundameneal conception. That very clement in more
than one country at this minute is playing with a
fire that may ignite another world conflagration.
Lzt them predominate, or even greatly diluce our
inherent reverence for established 1nstitutions,
and, instead of evolutionary advancement, in the
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end we, too, will be cursed by the uncertaingies,
the chaos, the castratrophes, that characterize
revolution.

The immigrant must be of the nghe racial and
national stock and, then, finally, his highest
allegiance, his most unselfish, unbiased love, must
be to and for America.

Elements We Cansor Arsimilate

[F s nation is to continue its charted course,
and attain its destiny, therewill have tobe har-
monious assimilation of each and every alien ele-
ment in complete accordance with these essential
standards 1 have laid down. Such assimilation
implies a common merging, which, to be successful,
must bring about true social and political equality.
It means intermarriage upon a basis of physical,
mental and moral equality, with no menacing
threat of uncugenic consequences to succesding
nErations.

It must mean, in a culminating sense, a spiriteal
wnddiniwi.th the starc—a kiuj and characrer of
citizenship in which no higher temporal loyality
shall exist, or be permitted to exist.

With respect to !:n.-s-unt and future immigration,
this problem of the melting pot 1s made many
rimes more difficule by reason of the face that we
already have at least three powerful and numerous
elements that do now, and forever will, defy cvery
fundamental tequirement of assimilation. Th
cannot be met because of insurmountable social,
racial and religious barriers. They will always
stand apart from our own :

First there is the negro—ten and a half millions
in number, abour a tenth of the whole population.
They have not, they cannot, atcain the Anglo-
Saxon level. Both biclogy and anthropology

- prove it, and the experience of centuries confirms
that conclusion. low mentality of savage
ancestors, of jungle enviroament, 15 inherent in
the bloed stream of the colored race in America.
No new environment can more than superficially
overcome this age-old hereditary handicap.  In
face, with the present ever increasing exodus from
country tocity, it is an undoubted fact that another
generation will be marked by retrogression. The
records, authoritative and unemotionally scientific,
show the negro to be especially susceprible to
tuberculosis and alarmingly vitiated by vencreal
infections. Even though these eugenic considera-
tions did not forbid such bodily merging, there
could never be intermarriage between whites and
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blacks withour God's curse upon our civilization.

Thers is not a semblance of racial hae in my

heart. i@ =ay all thes because it is the truch, and
must be said,  Ar che same time, I mmgn:i?-c my
wesponsibilicy and demand that you see, and meet
«ours, The negro is here.  He was broughe here.
;n love and Justice must we ever promote his 'i"-"-'_l-
fare, his health and happiness. Bur pot in this
generation, nor any America will ever know, will
real assimilation be ible.

Another absolutely unblendable clement 15 the
Jew. For ages, ever since his cjection from Judea,
he has been a wanderer upon the face of the carth.
In speaking of him there 1s never a reference to the
country whence he came, because, throughout the
centurics, there has been no country he would or
could eall his heme. Inco his life has come no
patignal artachment. To him, patriotism, as the
Anglo-Saxon feels i, is impossible,

ersccution has been his lot—with America, 1
am happy to say, the most tolerant of all che lands
in which ke has lived, an attitede reflected in the
facr that alreadv a fifth of the Jewish race is in
this country. T would prefer to believe that all
this unceasing persecution has been unmerited,
but whether or not the Jew himself is lar c}jf o
blame, its indelible impress is there, marked by
generation after generanon of unchanging and un-
changeable rn.ciafch ATACLETisrics.

They are a people apart from all other peoples.
They always will be. On the one side are cheir
religious ceremonies, their social customs, their
aversion to the Gentile—all as inflexible as fate;
on the other, a racial and religiovs antipathy,
unrelenting and unabating since the cross of Cal-
vary. This should not be: it is.

Would you have your daughter marry a Jew?
Were we willing, that could not solve the problem
of assimilation, because the Jew would stand out
against it. A merging through intermarriage can
never be brought about, Were the melting pot to
burn hundreds and hundreds of years, Jew and
Gentile would cach emerge as he is today, only
the Gentile would have %:ﬁl.‘ll affected by many
other elements and the Jew would not.

As a race the Jewish are law abiding. They are
of physically wholsome stock, for the most part
untainted by - immoralities among themselves.
They are mentally alert. They are a family people,
reverently and cugenicly responsive to God's laws
in the home. But their homes are not American
but Jewish homes, into which we cannot go and
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from which they will never emerge for a real in-
termingling with America.
+Not only because of the forbidden intermartiage,
but alsoin anational sense, is the Jew unmergeable.
By every partriotic test, he 15 an alien and unas-
similable.  Not in a thousand years of continuous
residence would he form basic attachments com-
able to those the older type of immigrant would
orm within a year. The evil influence of persecu-
tion is upon him. It is as though he was here to-
day and might be forced to flee tomorrow. He
does not tie himself to the land. Jew-owning farm-
ers are almost negligible; and it is largely only
the Hebrew bankers and long established merchants
that have their own homes. Rarely do you find
him engaged even in the binding ties of constructive
labor. Although charitable with each other, as
# class the Jews are mercenary minded—moncy
mad. To ger, ""to have and to hold,” is their
materialistic motto, and always—always—do you
find them secking some tangible, quickly con-
vertible, easily movable, kind of wealth which is
in no vital way related to and dependent upon
social and national values,

1 must speak aow of a third element among our
ple whose assimilation is impossible without
the gravest danger o our institutions.

Na nation can long endure that permits a higher
temporal allegiance than to its own government,
Throughout all history, medieval and modern,
every churchly encroachment upon school and
state, every arcempt at temporal power by a rclig-
ious organization, has been attended by sinister
resules both to church and state. A divided alle-

iance is the deadliest, most menacing, of national
ANECrS.

The hierarchies of Roman and Greek Catholicism
violace that princilﬂu. They demand, and increas-
in §I3r seck to exercise, dominion outside the spirit-
ual.” To them the presidency at Washington is
subordinate to the pricsthood in Rome. The paro-
chial school alone is sufficient proof of a divided
allegiance, a separatist instinct, They demand
that our furure citizens be trained, not in public
schoaols, but under the control and influence of a
priesthood that teaches supreme loyalty to a
religious oligarchy that is not even of American
domicile.

I make no attempt to show cause and effect in
this connection—you may make your own deduc-
tions—but do you rcalize, my friends, that the

4



II'

illiteracy of Euwrope is pracrically confined to
Catholic countries?

In Italy, 37 per cene of the population over ten
vears of age are withour education, and 38.7 E:I
cent of all marriages are by illiterates. Spain has
53.7 per cent of illiterates; Portugal, €8.9 per cent.

Consider the Greek Catholic countries and the
comparison with our own standards is ever more
glﬂl‘ﬂ]i_l_‘l_:g_ Greck illiteracy is §7-1 per cent; 'I:h?l:
of Serbua, 78.g; while in Bulgaria and Roumania
more than & 1n every hundred are illiteraze. Is it
unfair to suggest thar Catholicism, if not actually
desiring that condition, thrives upon ignorance?

Since 1900, millions of Catholics from such
sources have poured into America. They are com-
ing now, under the quota law, in predominaring
numbers,

Our Presens Tinsigration Laws

[ e face of all these tragic faces, whar are we
to do about this paramountly Impnr:anr.lﬂ*ﬂblcm

for the composition of our people? What have we

done abour 102 )

First, as I have shown, there was unrestricted
immigration.

Then came a slighe sign of regulation, mani-
fested in control by the several states. That was
during the first three-fourchs of the last century.
The National Government did ﬂDEhiﬂﬂﬂEil 18z,
when a law was passed providing for the exclusion
of convicts {except _E]Eti:al offenses), lunarics,
idices, and persons likely to become a public
charge, to which classes were later added an-
archists, polygamists, prostitutes, and persons suf-
fering from loathespme or dangerous contagious
discases. The importation of contract labor was
afrerward hibited. Mone of these laws, nor
their administration, was more than partially
successful.

Exclusion of Chinese laborers by treaty and leg-
islation came in 1882, In 1507, a similar accic
was taken with respect to Japanese laborers.

Following that the liceracy test was made a part
of pur immigracion policy by the Congressional act
of 1917. i

Now we are operating under the “'quota”™ law
enacted in 1gar. That statuce fixes the influx as it
existed in 1910 as a basis Mdr,gﬂmiu the annual
admission from each nation of three per cent of the
number it then had in the Uni States. The
quora, however, does not apply to any of the coun-
trics of the New World. Mexico and Canada, for
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example, are not affecred.  Oricatal immigration,
heing regulated by treaty and special legislanion,
1% also outside the quota.

Both the edopcarional and quota laws have
mitizgated the evils of immigration, but without
resulting in any wvery fundamental improvement.
The ﬂﬂﬂd ﬂf ienorance has been lessen § and like-
wise the appalling proportions of foreigners that
were coming, However, it must be apparent to
any thoughtful, patriotic American, that the mere
fact of our having had, say, a million undesirable,
unassimilable aliens here in 1910 from a certain
country is not a valid reason ?nr now permitting
3,000 more of them to enter our gaces each year.

This quota idea relates entirely to quantity,
while quality should determine the whole mareer.
Restriction, unless it is absolute, cannot reach and
n:m-:dj' the evil. Selection is the principle that
should prevail, with potential American quality
the Er::u objective.

The last year, ending June thirticth, we ad-
miteed 521,919, most of them under the quorta law.
Seatistics are not yer available by which to deeer-
mine the actual or potential nee worth to America
of these half million future citizens.  From a care-
ful study of their sources, however, I am con-
vinced thar more than three-fourths of them, by
reason, not of national, bur of basic racial and
religious characteristics, are completely beyond
assimilation.

Hcari{r two per cent of last year's importations
were colored races; about five per cent were of the
Balkan types; from ten to hfteen per cont were
Jewish; and more than sixty per cent were of un-
doubted papist allegiance.

But aside from its false basis, quite apart from
its unsatisfactory results, the quota law brings un-
necessary and inhuman ]‘lﬂ.rd.iqhips upon the poor
immigrant who must comply with its require-
ments. 1 have no words that are adequare to pass
on to you the distressing picture of Ellis hEnSd
conditions as they have come to me. The voyage
of Columbus in quest of his divine discovery was
hardly more precarious and speculative than is now
the immigrant journcy to America.

To illustrate, on the night of Auglu':sc yist four
steamships were racing into New York harbor.
They carried immigrants to the number of 1,396.
In order to get this human steerage accepred, it was
nccessary to time their arrival almost to 2 sﬂ:t
second. At exactly midnighe, plus the smallest
fraction of 2 minurte, it would be Seprember 1st.
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Those first reaching Ellis Island after midnigh:
would be cerrain of acceptance in the Seprember
gquota. A delay of one hour, possibly even a min-
wte, might be farzl 1o their chances in the mad
rush for admission, bur these ships were slightly
too anxious. They came 1O quatanfing & minute
or two before midnight., Tt was still Augusc and
not September.  The authorities so ruled and
turned them back, because the August quotas were
exhausted. For those two thousand immigrants,
undoubtedly poor, perhaps with almost their last
dollar at stake, here was personal tragedy to make
the heare sick.

Keeping in mind that cach country’s quota i3
apportioned monthly, docs not chis single incident
tell the whole story of how the system works from
the poor immigrant's point of view?

Dioes it not suggest also the inevitable resules to
and for America? Is it conceivable that many in-
telligent men and women will face the nisks of such
asystem? Can we expect any human importations
bereer than the worst under these conditions?

And in this connection do you not at once come
to the conclusion that there is something radically
wrong, and cruclly inhuman, about the operation
of the quota law? Surely you will perceive, as all
thinking Americans must, that the machinery for
the administracion of our immigration sratute
should be set up at the beginning, and not ar the
end, of the journey to America. All decisions
concerning  admissability, all tests of fitness,
should be made there and not here, That simple
change could not Err_::ti]r affect our intereses, while
for :ﬁ: immigrant it would mean all the dif-
ference between positive assurance and the most
tragic uncertainity.

What Congress Should Do Concerning Immigration.

ME Farexns, I have hardly scracched the surface

of this all-important subject of ourimmigration
problem. [ believe, however, there has been
enough of the depressing  picture to convince you,
as I stand convinced, ofthc terrible peril thart lies
in pur present course. '

No point I have made can or will be disputed,
because the proof is immediate and overwhelm-
ing. The 1r:r.‘u|11|:u1u:*|:::1§c changed character of our
immigration, from the best to the worst Earope
has to offer—who now would or could contend
against that tragic truth? The present and recent
flood of inferior foreigners has vastly increased our
illiteracy, vitally lowered the health level and
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visibly menaced America by inheritable mencal
and moral deficicncics, Where among true Ameri-
cans is the voice that would dare either to con-
tradict or defend these evil conditions.  Our of
all proportion to jrs members, the immigrane
stream is moving cityward 1o make modern Sodoms
and Gomorrahs in a land that for gencrations
knew comparatively little of such body- and soul-
destroying social infections. No longer can it he
said that those who come arc nationally our sisters
and brothers, secking with us, and in our spiri,
the establishment t;ycfig homes and institutions that
will safeguard and sancrify the Republic. They
are not our kindred in ideals and ’-'Tﬂdiliﬂ-ﬂs, nor
do they, or can they, comprehend our kind of

atriotism, without which no nation will acainits
f:igl'u'_-r.[ mission of an ever advancing human wel-
are,

This Tmhlcm of our immigration has become
sa acutely eritical, so menacing o America in igs
every aspect and influcnce, as to demand instant
and “hereic atention by those in authority. 1
speak only as one American, but in that capacicy
it humbly seems to me thac the Congress nFE:EIrI
at the earlicst possible motnent, enact two emer-
gtl’lf}" measuncs,

First, stop all immigration with exceptions
applying only to scparated families.

nd, while the gates are closed, institute a
thorough overnmental investigation into every
phase of alienism, to the end that there may be
exact and scientific informanon u which to
base a permanent immigration policy. Such an
official inquiry should include—

{43 The causes and all the results of the forcign influx,

ast and presenc—nationally, politically, socially, sugen-
tcly and with respect to educarion, health and morals;

{1 A survey of all our needs for more people, with
F.u:jl;u!a.r releremoe e g'l:l'.lg‘t‘lphil.'-ﬂ |_:|is:ri1:lutitl'l'|.
requirements for production and creative labor; and

(11 A stedy of the kinds of people whise presence heere
would hest ioect those agriculeural and indstrial peeds,
always keeping in mind the all-important American mastce
of their nﬂimu: assimilation into our civic and social
SEruciurs. .
Such a comprehensive, impartial official 1nvese-
ation of the whole cpochal problem seems abso-

utely essential to its Juse solution. The Congress
cannot act to provide a remedy without being in

session of each and every vital fact. Moreover,
all our people must be fuliIr informed, because 1n
the ﬁnn.rcan:llysis it is public opinion that counts
for weal or woe under our Republican form
government.
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As an alternative to the first suggestion, how-
ever, if the Congress be now reluctant to close and
lock the gates against all immigracion, pending
the most far-reaching inguiry, 1t might not greacly
increase our immediate danger to continue the
quota law, provided that 1880, and not 1910, were
made the ratio basis for admission. Up to 185
fully g5 per cent of our immigration was of the
Mordic types, the kindred, desirable, easily
assimilable kind. By 1410 it was an overwhelm-
ing flood of inferior foreign elements. Therefore,
any continuance of the quota principle, whether
tentalive Of permanent, mMust revert to that carlier
]:rl.‘!'iuli when the influx was of a character thac did
not precepribly lower our standards of American

ivate and public life.

Further, if that basis be retained, the quota
should be extended also to all the countries of
this continent, to forrify our borders to the Souch
and North, [ need only to remind you thae last
year more than ten per cent of all the aliens coming
to us were from Mexico, where the quota law does
not apply.

But regardless of whether or not the quota basis
be retained, we, a3 Americans, seeking American
supremacy for this nation because that is altruism’s
highest goal, should demand that any permanent
immigration policy shall bring about a complere
reversa] of the existing situation, both as to prin-
ciple and practice.

Now the immigration motive i3 all in alien
circles. Likewise, and equally unstatesmanlike,
the agencies for the examination and admission of
immigrants arc upon this side of the warer.

The selection, and then the fmvitation te come, should
originate bere: the machinery should be rhere.

We should know, we must know, not by guess-
work, but through exact analysis of our needs,
both the number and quality of people whose
migration to America would 1{: of Es-:mg advan-
rage for all concerned. Their domicile here cannot
aid any element if it enervates us. Our wholesome-
ness, our stamina, as 4 nation is the hope of hu-
manity everywhere, A scliish, a militant, atten-
tion to the composite characrer of our ci:i::nshig
becomes at once the most saintly, unselfish an
aleruistic endeavor to which we can turn our hearts
and hands. 1 say, thercfore, that eliminatin
entircly all considerations save constrocrive L
to ourselves, thinking only of the fulfillments of
God's purpose of a superior Christian civilization
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cor America, after learning where, why and o what
extent i_]_]]ﬂ'l.igl"ilﬂ'li Ciin advance our commaon wel-
fare, we should say to kindred countries having
our ideals and aspirations:

“There s in Amcrica a place for so many
thousands, or tens of thousands, of vour best ciri-
rens. We invite them to secele in this or that par-
ticular place, where the need exists for agricul-
tural production, or creative labor.  For their con-
venience and our own safety, we will move our
Ellis Islands to your land. That machinery, reno-
vated and reinvigorated with the true American
spirit, will make all decisions as to their physical,
-r:iﬂamul m:-_-, moral ﬁul::tﬁ before your mn::r;:ld

hters begin the pilgrimage to America. ir
adﬁssibilit}rgwill hcpldctn:rmincd before they start.
Then no uncertainity, no financial danger, no dread
of unsettled consequences, can mar the iuurrn{. )

“'Officially and spiricually will we await their
coming with words and deeds of welcome. Tradi-
tionally, if not directly by ties of blood, they will
be our kindred. We invite them to come, to re-
main, to join with us in the sacred creation of 2
country of freedom and justice, governed by and
for the millions of its people, a land of happy,
wholesome homes, out of which the spirit and
purpose of American patriotism shall overflow to
every nook and corner of the Republic, and finally
in lﬁnd's. good time, bring its blessings to all man-
kind.™
The divine intention, it sccms to me, has beén
manifest from the beginning. Ages and ages before
this councry was called America, He fashlmgd this
land in surpassing beauwty and placed in it and upon
it a varied, :xh.u;ﬁsﬂﬁs store uFi,'imnurm to which
His favored children could apply their genius and
attain new heights of human welfare, all the
anet there was no country approaching its per-
ection. Throughout the mn:urics.lwhm man was
savagely scruggling upward, léarning the lessons
of life ar the cost of death to himself and devasta-
tion to his posscssions, America remained hidden.
[t was as though His choicest earthly heritage were
being kept concealed until a superior people should
emerge to justify its habitation. Certainly it so
came to pass. The discovery, long delayed, was
timed to the advent of scttlers with character and
accomplishments completely in harmony with that
conception. To this great journeyed the best
and bravest of the Old World, among whom 1n
turn only the bravest and best were able to sur-
vive, There was a double refinement of these
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pioneer patriofs, first 1]J_t'nugh the strength and
courage required for their emancipation abroad,
and ther in their triurnp['_l over the duug-l:rs and
sdversities of a virgin environment. The birth of
this nation, out of that holy alliance of the highest
human and heavenly purposes, marked a new era
for mg:m'lz,_.d sociery; it broughe new light and
new hope to the w_.;n-t.i_ That was, and is, Amer-
ica's mission. During a hundred years of national
cxistence, there was uninterrupted  evolution
toward such a destiny, because, as God intended
for this Republic, its mmpmit: ople were ph}_rs-
ically, mentally and morally virile, with an in-
herent, kindred reverence for rightly established
insritutions and a oneness of heart and mind con-
cerning the pringiples which would insure their

F:‘I{BC[I.II'L'I.. N
© are WONL to measure our treasures in the
fertility of the soil, the lumber footage of forests,
the horse-power of waterfalls, the thundering
speed of transportation, the output of mines, the
ducrion of factories, the balances of banks, but
F:u}r to you that our greatest public assets cannot
be expressed in terms of property. Individuals are
vastly more valuable than dividends. Unless there
be a high average of people to whom wordly
wealth may safely be entrusted, marerial posessions
will prove a curse to humanity, a stone about the
neck of civilization, If we are to attain and hold
and merit true national grandeur, no form of wealth
is at all comparable to an ever ascending per capita
of intelligence, health and virtue. Likewise, 1 say
to you that never need we greatly fear any kind of
debr except bankrupted in:lgd:uls and impoverished
patriorism.

Solemnly, as befits so epochal a task, and in all
humility, gu: with the uenchable fire of divine
conviction in our hearts, lec us face this respon-
sibility, the ﬁﬂ:at:st God has ever placed upon a
people. We have the power, and the tunity
again to turn the Republic toward the fulfillment
of her destiny. There is yet time if we act today;
tomorrow may be too late for the redemprion of
America.
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