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CTHE SWEEP OF BIGOTRY.
., Havpeva~-Jurivs,

Never in American history has anvihing been
known to even cowpare with the present black
wave of bigoiry gnd reaction, personifigd =o
completely by the Kn Klux Klan., This viper
has already completsly captured Texas, Oria-
hoema, Arkansas and Indiana; the Dbeast is
reaching ot for other statsg. The ignorance of
the masses makes L alinogt eaxy for the power
of religious hatred fo “sell” the idea of disgen.
sion and lawilessness, Cunning “salesmen” ars
spreading the poison, and itis iaking hold, How
far it will go, bow jonpy 1L will rags, no one can
say, Bizoiry will grow inst so long ag there is
man’s mass iynorance to heed thess hoodihums,
and as there is a vest amonnl of 3t one shud-
ders af tie prospect. Bven shonld it die out
sprddenty, 1he Jedgon shouvid not boe lost-——as
Iong as there ig social credulily S0 jong 3%
there a standing menace 1o peace and security,
Great masg hatreds can be prevented only bw
the creation of public culfural standards apd
their gradual elevation. America—conlinrally
at the bottom of the scale—is seething with
medieval Drenzy:; England—ouityrally ooy su-
perior in every way-—in far beyvoned such deny-
opstrations of barharism., The viper does not
take hold over there because the proportion of
thinking peopic s great epough to influence
the nation for tolersnce and understanding.
England has ifs reading, thinking poople and
8 getting its reward. It may take o long time,
hut we too muast develop a reading, thinking,
truth-seeking tolerant slement large enongn
to bhe of gennine influencs. Then, and only
then, will we be free from Ku Khix Klanizm
and other expressions of bigotry.
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THF RiSE OF THE KU KLUX KLAN.
W. P. Beazers.,

Thtee distinet periods have already marked
tha rigse of the Ku Klux Klan-—the legendary,
the commercial and the political. 'This is not
the least interesting aspect of the strange story.
Faw social phenomena, even among so adven-
tyrous 4 people as those of the United States,
have swung aeross so wide an are in so brief a
period, for it is important In any congideration
of the Ku Klux Kilan always to bear in mind
that it is onty eight years since it came into
existence,

The legendary perind exists not at all because
there 18 myetery or uncertainty rvegarding the
origin of the order: legend, on ihe contrary,
was the deliberute choice of its founders.

Chief among these was William Joseph Sim-
s=anz. He had been a teacher of history In
Lanier University, Atlanta, which may account
‘37 the extent to which he drew on the past in
working out his plan. He had been an organizer
for the Woodmen of the World, which undoubt-
ey areounts for his decizion to give nis project
tho form of a fraternal orgarization., 1t was
as a Woodman, by the way, that he gained his
¢ixte of “Colonel” Always he has been not quite
s dreamer but certainly a propeser rather than
a goer. It is not unfair to him to suggest in
. ddition, that in his propogings he has consgist-
entiv dramatized himself and his actions,
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The first thought of the Ku Kilux Klan cama
to Simmons as a Yvision,” and cante to him a=s
tne “chosen one” of his generation. In “vigils”
1tke those of the age of chivalry he nursed a=d
nurtured his idea, and when he was ready o
bare it to other eyes than his own it lacked 7o
posgible trapping of theatric romance. Supfii-
cient evidence of thiz may be found in what o
himself wrote in the official handbook, “Tho

A B C ef the Invisible Bmpire”:

"“This great institution iz no hastily “jumped
up' affair. It has been in the making for the
past twenty years. The one man, Williem
Joseph Simmons, who is respongible for it, con.
ceived the idea fwenty vears ago. For {ourtesn
years he thought, studied and worked to pr=-
pare himself for its lannching. He had desi-
cated hig life. to this noble cause, He kept hig
awn counsel during those years, and in ke
silent recesses of his soul he thought out the
greal plan. During the early days of Qctob:r,
1815, he mentioned his ambition to seme
friends, among whom were three bona fide mem-
bers of the original Klan when it dishanded.
Having met with ¢ncouragement, he ipviied
several of his friends to a meeting on the night
of October 26, 1915, and .. . . all presemn:,
thirty-four in number, signed a petition for 2
charter . , .7

Thiz is legend in its purest form, but thera
is more legend in the story that follows ¢f 1he
first meeting atop Stone Mountain, not far
from Atlanta, Ga.. where the founder-histerizn
pictures the white-robed figures braving, as they
gathered about a fiery eross, biting winds znid
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f-mat-laden air that a prosaie Weather Bureau
kolids no record of.

There ig legend again as the founder-historian
eres on te declare that the Klan's is “the Most
Sristime Lineage in History, Commemorating
axd Perpetuating, as it does, the Most Daunt-
1=33 Organization Known to Man"; its secret is
“sacred QGuardianship of the Most Sacred
Canse’”; its courage is “The Soul of Chivalry
sl Virtue's Impenetrable Shield, the Impulse
¢ an Unconguered Race”; its ‘“Teachings In-
¢izleate the Sacred Principles and Noble Ideals
¥ the World's GQreatest Order of Chivalry, and
Tviract the Way of the Initiate Through the Veil
+* Mystic Philosophy into the Empire Invis-
ihie

All that Simmons writes is in this vein of
f=ntasy, which vields its richest ore in the sub-
soription of his ‘““decrees” as “Emperor and
Imperial. Wizard.” Here is one of them:

“Done in the Auliec of His Majesty, the Im-
parial Wizard, Emperor of the Invisible Em-
nire, in the Imperial Palace, in the Imperial
City of Atlanta, Commonwealth of Georgia,
United States of America, this, the First Day
of the Fourth Moon of the Year of Our Lord,
Nineteen Hundred and Eighteen, and on the
Deadly Day of the Windy Week of the Appalling
Month of the Year of the Klan LII, and in the
Third Cyele of the Third Reign {'lf our Rein-
crruation,

“Officially uttered, inscribed, signed, sealed,
communnicated and committed to you in the
~acred Unfailing Bond,

“William Joseph Simmnns
*“Imperial Wizard.”
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Much of this was, of course, a direct crib
from the original Ku Klux Klan, and consti-
tutes ahout the only link between them. The
original Klan was organized in 1866, when t:e
outraged South was seeking its first way o7
commbatting the possible dangers of the newiy
enfranchised Negro and:the indubitably actual
dangers of the carpet-bagger. ia form, if nect in
purpose, this Xlan had had a foundation £{
legend. The first infention had been to mexs
its name Kukloi, from Kuklos, the Greek Iov
circle, but one of the unlettered called <%,
“Make it Kuklux,” and Kuklux (sic¢) it becam:=.
Then another cried, “It sounds like the L.sr
Clan of Cocletz,” a once popular Secret sSo60isty
of Tennessee, and so “Klan” came into 112
name.

Not much more was taken from the origirzi
Klan except its regalia and ity Wizards, Crcicps,
Dragons, Titans, Hydras, Night Hawks amild,
Furies—all names to carry terror to the super-
stitioys Negro who had not been already c¢owsld
by the robed and hooded horsemen who per-
formed the “work” of the Klan. But to thege
Founder Simmons added a toueh of his cwi.
e needed other officers in his organizaticn,
and for each of them he devised a name begin-
ning with “Kl1.”

Within the lodge there are the Klaliff {(prog-
erly KIAliff) or vice-president; Klokard, or iz:-
turer; Kiludd, or chaplain; Kligrapp, or s¢ere-
tary: Klabee, or treazurer; Kladd, or condug-
tor; Klarogo, or inner guard; Klexter, or ouler
guard, and Klokan, or investigator. These fuz¢-
{ioned at Klonvocationg, or meetings, whichk
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viere held in Kigverns and at which the ritual
folloawed was taken from a IKloran. The higher
Body of the Klan he denominated the Klon-
ciiium,

it iz in thege offieers and their entitlements
that the Klan comes closest to the fraternity
s 1 hos been developed and perfected in the
United States, and ag Simmong Knew it in the
Woadmen of the World, Having made his sec-
gl crib, his mechanistm was complete and the
varamount guestion became one of product.
Wirth this fquestion came the comumercial period
cIothe Kinn,

%

THE KLAN'S COMMERCIAL PERIOD.

As Simmons devised it the Klan stood for
anvihing—or nﬂthmg “Qune hundred per cent
Jmericanism’ 1§ a doctrine as old, almost, as
America. To demand “no foreign allegiance”
iz fo demand the same thing in other words,
“WFihlte suprernacy,” even “Nordie supremacy,”
13 u pure absiraction. There is nothing else to
tas hgan than these; all the rest is interpreta-
tirny and application. They may mean anything,
or aothing, just a8 you please.

Under Shinmons alone they meant nothing, so
firas growth of the Klan was concerned. There
wiia. of course, the coincidence of the war, when
no veopture of this sort could hope to make head-
wiy against the tide of the National emergency.
Pus the war passed and the Klan remained as
inecal, and uvrpimportant, as a sewing circle.
Then came Edward Young Clarke.

(Clarke was2 3 newspaperman until the war
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ravesled to him the extraordinary opportunities
open to “drive” promoters. He met with ne
amall success on behalf of the Balvation Army
and the United War Work Funds., He turned
hiz hand to smaller, more local undertakings.
and early in 1920 had established himself as the
Southern Publicity Assocviation, in partnership
with Mrs. Elizabeth Tyler. who was later to {ig-
uro extensively in the affairs of the Klan,

rn g dull season Clarke's attention was
hrought to the Klan, which had for four years
been lznguishing in the hands of Simmons.
With real acumen Clarke saw ils possibilitics.
Ha proeured from Simmouns what amounted to
an opiion upon it. He was made Imperial
Kizagle (again the “KI7) and was appointed
hend of the propagation department, From that
moment the Kian became a theoroughly commer-
cialized project. ’

Literally a small army of salesmen was put
into the field., Over each State—and within a
vear work was going ahead systematically in
forty States—was a King Kleagle, or sales man-
azer. Under thege were as many Kleagles, or
traveling salesmen, as conditions justified. Each
member enrolied paid $10, of which the Kieagle
got %4 and the King Kieagle $1. The remaining
$5 was sent to the Imperial Treagury. which
meant Clarke. He bore, or at least provided
for. all expenses, even to the salary of the Im-
perial Wizerd, A net of $2 went to him per-
sonally, and the records show that in the first
gixteen months of his regime he got $170,252 as
his share of the fees from 85,126 members.

Within the month (February, 1324 Simmons



10 THE KREED OF THE KLANSMEN

has sold all his “right and title” to the Xlan
for approximately $150,000—a commutiation of
his $1,000 a month salary based on his gxpec-
tancy of lif>..

Nothing more simple and effective than
Clarke’s aaler scheme hag ever been devised,
" Briefly it was this:

Most of the salesmen were recently demehbil-
ized soldiers, a majority of them officers, e¢ither
out of emplovmient or inclined toward scme-
thing that prumised novelly, if not excitement.
Among these preference was given to those whno
were Masong, Knights of Pythias, or memgbers
of one or mere of the se-called “patriotic” or-
ders. 8till zanother group was made up of
former organizers of the Anti-Saloon League.

Usually in a town or a small city, thexqaleﬂ
man would establish contaet with a “brether’
and through him gain introduction to ecthers.
As soon as might be the salesman wouald ¢om-
mend himself to a eclergyman, a Methodist or a
Baptist for choicg. To all he would des Gﬂﬂt
upon the “One huhdred per cent Americanism”
of the Klan, with due and cautious pla:«;mgs
upon the age-old fears and hatreds of the Jew
and the Catholic.

That was wlhiat the Klan had to offer in thiose
first days—an opportunity to induige one’s
hate, whatever object it might have. It ig what
the Klan has to offer now, for the matter 6.
that, but especially was it go then.

I}-:; you hate, or even dislike, Catholics? Join
the Klan!

Do you hate Jews? Join the*Klan!

Do vou hate aliensg? Join the Klan!
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Do vou hate gsome neighbor? Jein the Klan!

The salesmen were not so crude as, te put it
it thig hald fashion. There has nemgr heen &
time when all concerned have not protested that
if. 18 maliciously untrue so to construe the ob-
jacts af the Klan., - But beil it dewn and see
wihsnt rhe regiduum s, It is hatred, and hatred
in the cowardly guise that finds expression only
throngh a mask.

Vizen a hondful of members had been se-
cured in any community the timme was ready for
the second step. This was the appearance in
sty s chureh, preferably a struggling one, of 2
graozp of robed and  hooded Klansmen, whose
leadar would give the pastor a purse of money.
“in recognition of faithful service,” It ig hard
to guarrel with charity in auv guoise, and the
Kl:zs never hit upon a hetter advertising device
than this, And I say "advertizsing” advigedly.

With the impetus gained in this way it was
rarely long before enough candidates were avatl-
able for a publie initiation. These were always
herzided by sudden appearances at night of
fiery crosses on conspicuous hilltops. On the
nizht of the initiation not alene the local mem-
bers but those from ofther places, even as re-
moLe as a day’'s travel, would gather until even
the wigseacres of the neighborhood were aston-
ighied by their number. As a rule some one
{accasionally two or three} newspapermen and
a photographer were invited to be present, for
here again the object was advertising.

With the third step the salesman was ready

for hiis elean-up. He made if, sdw that the local
organization wasg perfected and then meoved on
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to another field, where the same process was
gone through.

This same clever scheming marked every de-
tail of the program. Emphasis wag always shift-
ed from the Negro, the coriginal object of the
Klan, because the Negro 1s not a “probiem’ out-
gide the South, and it was in the North and
West that Clarke scught, and gained, his great-
esgt success., Often the “recognitionsg” were be-
stowad on Negro pastors. Where the traditional
feeling against the Catholics was strongest it
was “the menace of Rome” {0 which the em-
phaszis was shifted. If the Jew offered the mare
popular target, there was where the emphasis
went, "

VIOLENCE AND POLITICS,

It iz o be nofed that these things chargcter-
ized the sales, or organization, stage. It wgs
not until after the local Klans eame intoe con-
trol of their ¢own affairgs that violence put in
its appearance. Then the Klan began te func-
tion as a censzor of persornal conduet, and to
impose punishments ag it saw {it. It was inev.
itable that from this position above and bevond
the statutory law the Klan should move on
to the political activity that is now engaging it.

The lawlessness of the Klan reached a peak
during the summer of 1922, It was then, for
instance, that the killings in Inglewood, Cal.,
and Mer Rouge, La., took place. 1t was during .
this same summer that the Klan elected Earle
B. Mavfield United States Senator fromm Texas.
It was shortly before this that the Klan bad
determined the result of a State election in-
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Oregon and had brought about legislatidn for-
hidding parochial schools, its first achievement
of the sort. |

The relation between these two activities is
not to be dismissed as a mere coincidence. Soon
we shall have in the official record of the May-
field hearings in Washington proof upon prooi
that it iz when public opinion has become cau-
tious, if not cowed, because of Klan violence
that the Klan sets about iis political undertak-
ings.

We are in the midst, just now, of the political
period of the Klan, It was because of this that
Simmons was supplanted as lmperial Wizard
by Dr. Hiram Wesley Evans, of Texag. It is
part of its political purpose that Evans should
iravel and make public addresses to an extent
that neither Simmons nor any of his associates
ever contemplated. This purpose has been car-
ried far enough to justify the declaration that
the Klan may well prove a really Important
factor in the approaching Presidential election.

There is no use blinking this fact. The Klan
dominates Texas; it dominates Olklahoma; it
is powerful in Kansas and Missourt; it is pow-
erful in Illinois. It is powerful in Ohio; it is
powerful in Western and Eastern Pennsylvania,
although not in the Central section. Its mem
bership in New Jersey is greater in proportion
to the population than in any other States, per-
haps. It ig negligible in New York, but strong
in Connecticuf. ”

Yiere is a Ku Klux Klan belt that binds an
actual majority of all the people of the United
.Statés. Through this territory every endeavor
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has been bhent toward political power, and usohig
political power. 1t is a situation that iz worihy
of the consideraticon of every sincerely devoted
citizen. The Klan today numbers no more fhan
1.800.000 members, hut they are shock troocps—
- make n¢ mistake ahout it.

GEORGE DU BERRY WASHINGTON

(Colored Preacher)

Too many authors, like Roy Cohen and Wilsy,
who make their living by abusing and ridicud-
ing the colored race. care little or nothing abouot
understanding the bilack man’s burden., 1In thne
enclosed poem 1 have tried 10 ¢ateh a bit of 1ha
pathos and the bLitternesg of the race. The chap-
acter ig a trye being, a graduate of a Nsgro
college, who spe: ks a2 better English than many
of the white folks, but who, dite to an accident,
Iost his gight and hay hecome a heggar.

The thoughts of a blind man are colors, and the
dreams of a Blind man are colors tallking o
silence or breaking to music according to ine
number of pink-pinks of copper pennies sing-
ing hosannas aﬂ*amut the agate of a beggur's
cup.

- Some days are the sea-battered gray of rocks,
tipped off with a sky-rocket green of nickles
ang hopes that the next will be a dollar gnd
“God hiess von.”

Some nights are the liguid-red on velvet ¢f a
high veller’s love ¢roon blending to the mel
ody of dimes and quarters, and “we’ll seve
our money and rnot have any babies the first
year 50 we can move North.”
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And again some nights are the wound-red of
The Savior, and the silence is that of burned
torsos slamming against charred pines, and
the songs of the wind are as empty as an old
woman’s arms, 25 blank as a blind beggar’'s
eyes remembering many, many things.

. Tha thoughts of a blind beggar are colors join-
ing the chime of small coins to a symphony

of teare.
-=AlbertA. Rosenthal.

SUBRSTITUTES FOR BROTHERHOOD.
Devere ALLEN

The Klan, some people say, is but a mush-
ropm growth., That may be true, for mush-
ropms seepl to grow best in the dark. But
muahrooms Go not happen; they grew from
gpores or “spaiwn,” Nor did the Klan, of course.
just happen. Once it found a nurturing environ-
ment in the public state of mind, its growth
waz rank and rapid. What are the seeds {rom
which it sprang?

hete are doubtless many answers. One fac-
tor in its growth, however, is often overlooked:
and that iz {he saturation of the United States
with innumerable organizations., associations,
socigties, sects, fraternities and  whatnots.
which, in their use of ritual, their artificial
lovalties, their exclusive and arbitrary homo-
geneity, are not o alien to the Kian as might
at first thought be suppoesed.

Ewery part of the Uniied States:. from the ‘
larzest cities to the smallest “four corners,” is
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touched by zome sort of organization which,
with cunstomary euphemism, we call a “frater-
nity™” or a “brotherhood.” “Notwithstanding the
century of extraordinary development in agri-
culture, commerce, manufactures, in the arts, in
the disseminaiion of intelligence, in the ma-
chinery of finance, 2nd in good governmeid, i
sayvs Albert (. Steveng, who, hezides hemg an
aptirmist, is an authm*it}f ot fraternities, ‘inter-
est in the older and befter tvpe of secret socie-
ties has grown with even greater rapidify, if
one may judege from the Increase in member-
ship and prosperity.”

At the beginning of the nineteeiith centurz,
there were five or six hundred members of the
Tammany secret socleties, a few scatiered mem-
hers of the Phi Beta Kappa in the colleges, and
some three thousand Freemasons: and that was
all. As the century came and wendi, it witnegredd
the development of over six hundred secreb so-
cieties in the United States, of which over three
hundred and {ifty survived, embracing in tne:r
membership almost one-half the adult maie
popiiation of the country, and gradually adding
unto itself large numbers of women in separate
and auxiliary meovements. In the last quarter
century this growth has on the whole kept up.
There i3, of courze, some overlapping; hut
against this there is the farct that many smsall
movements of this =zort are entirely unreporied.

Today, the sixty-five largest fraternal orgag-
izations have a tetal membership of nearly
eighteen million, exclusive of college “Fratg”
and sororities, professional fraternities, smaller

ﬂrganimtiﬂns, a mltitnde, of non-seeret orne
hundred pércenters, and the Klan.
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¥,

We are a nation of joiners. If you are noi a
Moose, a Stag, an Elk, an Eagle. an Owl], =
Oriole. or some other specimen in the grezt
naticnal menagerie; a Yeoman, a Good Templar,
4 Mazson. a Workman, a Forester, a Woodmen,
a Gleaner. a Mechanic, a Druid, a K. of C., an
A. O, H., a Baai Brith, a Red Man, or a Veiled
Prophet of the Enchanted Realm-—you are, 7
one may say so, an Odd Fellow. Once in =4
often vou march around your lodgercom in the
wake af the Grand Exalter of the Holy Mackerel
and absorb a certain luster from his glittering
insignia; as ap adult you gel the same thriil
from the secret grip and password that you gol
from the gang which met after school in ihe
Enehanted Havmow of the Sacred Neighhot-
hood Barn: and by your periodic appearance =
masse. wearing on the sireet your biue fez T
gold, green and purple sash, you procialm #n
ckoteric knowledge beside which all other
knowledge is of little worth.

It ig not the purpese of this article to decrx
cich movercents wholesale; in fact, if men are
not to he too tightly organized from on top,
such veluntary organizations are a vital pars
- of our community life in a way, their existence
g a measure of our democracy. They meet, in
varving degrees, a hunger which lies near tha
heart of gregarious mankind, and they afferd
ofttinies a financial and group security which
is a pressipg human need in a social orider based
upenr a predatory ethic. But if these muttitudi
nous =ocieties to any extent are parrowing ia
their influence on their members; if they exalt
that which is like to the opprobrium of that
which is of a different type, they can scarcely
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nrove their claim to “brotherhood. » They area
thig far, the very stuff of which such move-
mants as the Klan are made,

TRADITIONAL ANTAﬁDNISMS.

Many of these secret societies are founded
on a traditional antagonism to the Roman
Catholic Church., In Italy and France, espe-
cially, the Freemasons historically have been
arrayed against Catholicism; and while this
antagonism has heen less pronounced in the
other ecountries, including our own, it is a well.
known fact that there has been in general an
apen hostility between Catholicism and. many-
fraternal orders. Naturally enough, the Roman
Charch, which relies on ritual and authoritari-
anism for its power over ifts communicants, has
trared fraternalism as a rival interest. Pope’
Clement, in 1738, gave eout his famous bull
azainst Freemasonry, enjoining all bishops, su-
periors and ordinaries to punish the Freema-
sons “with the penalties which they deserve, as
neople greatly suspected of heresy, having re
course, if necessary, to the gecular arm.” This
hill has heen reaffirmed at different times; and -
as reeently as 1898, the Archbishop of Cincin-
anti, with the a.uthﬂr:ty of the Holy See, de*

ciared himself as follows:

~ AN the ordinariea of the varieus dioceses of the
United Stittes must use ieir exertions to keep the
Taithful awny from all and cach of the three =0-
cleties called the OQdd Fellows, the Knights  of
Drvthias and the Sons of Temperance.  aAand the
frithful themselves must e admonigshed of this
and if. after the admaonition, theyx still adhere {0
these societies, and wiil not Teave! them effectual-
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by, they must not he admitted to the Sacramente,
¥ = *  TPirer theges sncieties seem fa have a i
rided  infinence o lead Catholics toward PFreoo
masonry ang Free.masonry is under absolute oan-
demnation and excomnmunication of the Clemro s
X *  ®t

The origingl responsibility for this fraci-
tional gsntagonism is as diffienlt to fix ag 1o
- gay whetheyr the hen comes frem the egg or
‘the egeg from the hen; but that it stil]l exisis
tg some degree, even today and in the United
States, is a fact worthy of note.

There hgs bheen now a rise and now a fai
of anti-Cathalie activity, and a paralle]l «3-
pansion and enntraction of the size of such o7
ganizations as the Guardians of Liberty, Order
of the Star Syangled Banner, and the American
Protective Azgconclation.

COLOR PREJUDICE AND “UNIVERSAL
BROTHERHOOD.”

It iz hard to =2y whether Freemasonry v
flects & preiudice against Jews; some Jew
have risen high in the Masonie¢ order. But ¢
the Masons' gemeral prejudice there ean he no
doubt. Effarte have heen made ngain and ggain
to diceount the formation of the numerous
Negro Maconic Iodges hy questioning the “rega-
larity” of their origin. Here we Liave the same
gulf between the prineiples and the practice
of fraternity thaf characterizes "so much of the
white warld., Though fthe Negro lodges exigl,
angd have exisied from the earliest invasion of
the United Signtee by the order, Negroeg as a
riale are barred from fellowship and have been

Fh 0]
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subjected to innumerable humiliations. A
Fimous letter, written by General Albert Pike,
Sovereign Grand Commander, A, and A. Scot-
tish Rite, on September 13, 1875, has circulated
widely in white and Negro lodges, and eXx-
presses a spirit away from which there has
Leen but little progress in all the years gince
it was written:

“I can see as plainly as you that the Negro
question iz going {0 make trouble. There are
pienty of regular Negro Masons and Negro iodges
it South America and the West Tndies, apd our
Paltks onily gtave off the guestion by saying that
_ Negre Masons here are clandestine * ¢ * 1
taink there is no middle ground between rigid ex-
clusion of Negroes or recognition and affiliation
with the whole mass. * ¢ * When I have t
accept Negroes as brothers or leave Masonry,
zhall leave it

In fairness it muat be recorded that there
have been a few sporadic attempts on the part
of some lodges to bring about justice and an
approach to brotherhood; but the general atti
tude toward Negroes has been dominated by
the same prejudices ag thore which actuate the
modern Eun Kiux Klan,

Through many of the fraternal movements
in the United Siates runs the same color preju-
dice, hand in hand with a devout faith in “a
Supreme Being” “works of benevolence” and
“universal brotherhood.” “White males” are
eligible for membership in the Woodmen of the
World, which numbers about 200,000 members.
The Knights of Pyihias, numbering perhaps
00,008, with humanitarian and religious prin-
ciples, refused In 188% to give a charter to a
group of colored men who applied for it; and,
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despite, the fact that there exist some 50000
colored ¥ night of Pythias members, these.are,
with technical accuracy perhaps, labelled &s
“Irregular,”” and have been dJdismissed by the
statement that “there are no Negro Knights «f
Pyihias.” And so we might go on. The {a¢t
of the matter ig that “brotherhoed™ here mez s
“white-skinned brotherhood” and the “Supreme
Being” is a father who maintains separate &nd
mutually exelusive households.

The anti-immigration slant of the Klan I8
pothing new in the history of American secret
societies. In 1771, at Annapolis, Maryland, cne
¢f the branches of the Sons of Liberty, an ¢r
ganization which flourished before and during
the Revolutionary War, took the name of Sons
of St. Tamina {(afterwards called “Tammany™}.
Members of S8t. Tamina organized in Philadel-
phia, im 1813, the Society of Red Men, wlhich,
like its predecessors, centered in political and
“patriotie” interests, When the Society of Ked
Men languished, some of its members formed
in 1834 the Improved Order of Red Men, which
has today a membership of some half a miilzon.
Iin New York and Philadelphia, in the Izter
vears of the first half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. ‘tBhere were political “uprigsings” when
members of this and similar movements
“cleaned up”’ on the "foreign element”’ &od
elected npative Americans to office—just a= ot
places elections have resmlted under the minp-
istrations of the Klan in recent mon’hs,

Upon the development of labor treutles
aseribed to immigration, there wazs formed in
1845 an erganization of trades union men 9
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raaist the encroachment of foreign laknt. This
wis the Order of United American Mechanices.
Members of its offspring, the present Junior
COrder of United American Mechanies, have been
intengely active in wielding such anti-Cathollc,
anti-Negro, anti-lewigh, anti-“foreigner’” politi-
¢l power as they could obtain; they have
faught to close private and parochial schools
217 have the Bible read each morning in every
prihlic schoelroom; and they have fought to
praserve the integrity of the “littie red schoel-
house” from the terrible ounglaughts of any and
ali kindg of Americanism assaving less than
142 per cent.

RECRUITING PLACES FOR THE XLAN,

Now all such activities arve quite legitimate
fa~ all who c¢an believe in them and wish to
enter on them in sincerity. What there is of
Tight about them will some day come to light,
2% well ag what there is of wrong., “What should
not be overlooked is the fact that such move-

meats make good recruiting places for the

¥lan: and that people with such political and
soctal  convictions, once surrounded by the
masked secrecy of the Klan and the counsequent
freeadom from responsibility, can go to lengths
ntilerwise not resorted to in their most zealous
crusading moods.  From violent thnughta to
violent*gcts, when irresponsibility is assured,
is not a very greut step. In some localities,
¥lan meetings have been held in lodge rooms
of other “fraternal” societies, and sometimes
evenn in joint session,

Zut after all, the seeds sown by these pseudﬁh
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fraternities- do not always lie so closely to he
surface. They lie much deeper in our socinl
habits. Is it a healthy thing when so many
Americans have to satisfy the normal craviug
for brotherhood by handing together on a baris
with superiority, and sometimes hostility. to
one’s next-door neighbor of another celor, ereed,
or pationality?

What gain to offget the biow at trup ST~
tanectis hrotherhood, ig made by college “frote,”
with their childishly sericus allegiances, thair
finmbovant rivalries, their teaching that mern-
bership is a species of divinely sanctioned pro-
motion? Al through our social order is this
mental state of “holer-ithan-thou,” crystallized
in ceremonial, pinning fo our lapels those
badges which are signs of separatism. 7The
colleges, the private schools and, fo some +#X%-
tent, the public gchools, are full of it It s
often bound uvn irremovably with the c¢ralt
movements of Jabor. It ig a toot of the moest
sehismatic nationalism. It is present in oar
churches.

KU KLUX KRISTIANITY.

The *idealism” prociaimed by the Klan Ias
resulted in the enlistment of a great maony
ministers in their ranks. In places, s{mne
churches have displayed signs o¢on the fiont
lawns reading “Members of the Ku Klux Kian
especially welcome at our services.” Of course,
there are Leday only a minarity of ministers
who ran subscribe to Ku Klux Kristianity; vet.
one specilates as to whether a large majerity
would come cut today squarely behind the pro-
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rwouncement of a Presbyterian Synod of a quar-
tar century ago on secret societies in general:

"Such n society is contrary to the spirit and
i*ter ofF the religion of Jesus Christ. The grip,
than password, the darkene windew, the guarded
dinr are nof Christ-like ; anda. the Christian, espe-
eizily the minister of Christ, is out ot place in
st surroundings” '

But in their excessive denominationalism,
their ready support of nationalism in war time,
rhelr crusading, competitive zeal sect against
gact and faith against faith—are not our
churches imbued with something of the spirit
of the Klan even where they have no outward
exnnection or sympathy with it? How long
wili Christian foik continue to stand and sing
with satisfaetion: “The fellowship of kindred
minds is like to that above,” as if heaven, or
kell, or earth, should be the abiding place of
naly folk who thought, and loocked, and lived
alike!

Writing in che Centwry MHagazine of July,
i334, two men who obviously were familiar
with the original Ku Klux Klan declared:
“There never was hefore, or since, a period of
oizr history when such an order could have
iived. May there never be again.” There was
azain, as evervbhody knows: and thers will be
gtill other times, until we dig out all the seeds
of bhigotry and narrow-mindedness that lie em-
bedded in our lesser lovalties, Without the
darkness of secrecy they cannot take root. We
aras safe if only we can keep them in the sun-
lizht of open f{riendships, openly arrived at.
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FROM THE KREED OF KLANISHNESS.

f Having tried in vain fo secure an aréicie by
a Klanswman, stating the case for the flan. we
are reprinting the following exiracts from Rlan
documents. The first two are given in Henvy
P. Fry's “The Modern Ku Khua Klan” {(Smnall,
Moynard & Co.). and the third is from “The
Fiery Cross,” a Klan publicetion.}

I. AT THE KLAVERN DOOR.

“i. Is the motive prompting your ambition
to be a Klansman serious and unselfish?

“32  Are vou 4a native horn, white, Gentile
American citizen?

“2  Are vou absolutelv opposed to and f{ree
from any allegiance of any natiure o any cause,
government, people, sect or ruler that is for-
eign to the United States of America?

“4. Do vou believe in the tenets of the
Christian religion?

“5. Do vou esteem the United States of
America and its institutions above any other
‘government, civil, political or ecclesiastical, in
the whole world?

“§. Will you, without mental reservation,
take a solemn oath to defend, preserve and
enforce same?

“7. Do you believe in c¢lanishness and will
vou faithfully practice same toward Klans-
men”?

“g. Tlo you believe in and will you faith-
fully strive for the eternal maintenance of
white supremacy?
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“9. Wit you faithfully obey our congtiin-
fion and laws, and conform willingly to all cur
usages, requirements and regulations?

#10. Can you always be depended on?”

II. THE OATH,.

“SECTION I, OBEDIENCE,

“(You will say) ‘I' (pronounce your fuib
name—and repeat after me)—In the presence
of God and man most solemnly pledge. promise,
‘and swear, unconditionally, that I will {zith-
fully obey the Constituticn and laws: apd will
willingly c¢onform to all regulations, usages,
and requirements of the Knights of the Ku
Kiux Klan, which do now exist or which may
be hereafter enacted: and will render at zit
times loyal regpect and steadfast support io the
Imperial Authority of same; and will heartily
heed all official mandates, decrees, ediciz, »ul-
ings, ond instructions. of the Imperial Wizard
theree:rf I wiil vield prompt response iy all
summonses, I having knowledge of same, Frovi-
dence alone preventing.

“SECTION 1L SECRECY.

“T most solemnly swear that T will {frrever
keep sacredly secret the signs, words, and grip;
and any and ail other maiters and knowledge
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, regurding
which a most rigid secreey must be maintoined,
which may at any time be communicated 1o me
and will never divulge same nor even cauke the
game to be divulged to any person in the whole
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world, unlesg I know positively that such per-
gon iz a membér of this Order in goond and
regriar standing, and not even then unless it
be for the best interest of this Order.

“r most sacredly vow and most positively
swear that I will not vield to bribe, flatiery,
threats, passion, punishment, persuasion, nor
any enticements whatever coming from or of-
feraid by any person or persons, male or female,
for the pugpose of obtaining from me a secret
or secret information of the Knights of the Ku
Kiux Kilan., I will die rather than divulge same.
So hielp me, God., AnMEN!

“cECTION I FIDELITY.

“YYou will say) ‘I" {pronounce your {ml
name—and repeat after me)}—‘Before (God, and
in the presence of thexe mysterious Klansmen,
on my sacred honor, do most solemnly and
sincerely pledge, promige, and swear that 1
will diligently guard. and faithfully [foster
evary interest of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Kian, and will maintain its social cast and
dignitvy,

“T gwear that I will not recommend any per-
son for membership in this order whose mind
is rrzound, or whose reputation I know to be
bad, or whose character is doubtful or whose
Jovalty to our country is in any way question-
abla.

“T gwear that 1 will pay promptly all just
ard legal demands made upon me to defray the
expenges of my Klan and thisz Order, when
same are due or called for.

“7 swear that I will protect the property of
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the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, of any na-
ture whatsgoever; and if any should be in-
trusted to my keeping, I will properiy keep or
rightly use same: and will freely and prompt-
ly surrender same on official demand, or if
ever I am banished from or voluntariiy dis.
continue my membership in this Order.

“T swear that I will, most determinedly,
maintain peace and harmony in all the ¢elib-
erations of the gatherings or assemblies of
the Invisible Empire, and of any subordinate
Jurisdietion or Klan thereof.

“I swear that 1 wiil most strenuously dis-
courage selfishness and selfish political am-
bition on the part of myself or any Klansman.

“1 swear that I will never allow personal
friendship, blood or familv relationship. nor
personal, po:itical or professional preiudice,
malice, or i1l will, to influence me in casting
my vole for the election or relection ¢f an
applicant for membership in this Order, God
being my Helper, AMEN!

- “SECTION IV. KLANISHNESS.

“(You will say)} ‘I’ (proneounce vour Iull
mame—and repeat after me)—'Most solemnly
pledge, promise, and swear that 1 will never
glander, defraud, deceive, or in any manner
wrong the Knights of the Ku Klux Klanp, a
Klansman, nor a Klansman's family, nor will
I suffer the same to be done, if T can prevent it,

“T gwear that I will be faithful in deflend-
ing and protecting the home, reputation, and
physical and business interest of a Klansman
and that of a Klansman's family.



THE KREED OF THE KLANSMEN 25

“T swear that I will at any time, without
hesitating, go to the asgistance or rescue of a
Kilansman in any way: at his call I will an-
gwer: I will be truly Klanish toward Klansmen
in all things honorable.

“Y swear that T will not allow any animosity,
friction, nor ill will to arise and remain be-

fween myself and a Klansman; but will be con-
stant in my efforts to promote real Klanish-

neass among the members of this Order.

“T gwear that I will keep secure to myself
a secret of a Klansman when same is com-
mitted to me in the sacred bond of Kianaman-
ship—the crime of violating this solemn oath,
treason against the United States of America,
rape, #nd malicious murder, alone excepted.

“IT mogt solemnly assert and affirm that to
the government of the United Stafes of Am-
erica and any State thereof which I may be-
come a resident, I sacredly swear an unguali-
fied allegiance above any other and every Kind
of government in the whole world,, I, here
and now, pledge my life, my property, my
vote, and my sacred henor, fo unhell its {lag.
its constitation, and constitutionnl laws; and
will protect, defend, and enforce same to death.

“T gwear that T will most zealousily and val-
iently shield and preserve, by any and al jus-
tifinhle meuang and methods, the sacred con-
stitutional rights and privileges of free public
gohnols, free gpeech, free press, separation of
church and state, liberty, white supremacy, just
laws, and the pursuit of happiness, against any
encroachment, of ary nature, by any person
or persohsg, politieal party or partieg, religious
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sect or people, native, naturalized, or foreign
of any race, color, creed, lineage, or tongue
whatsoever,

“All to which I have sworn by this oath, I
will seal with my blood. Be thou my witress,
Almighty God! Axex!”

III. A KLANSMAN'S CREED.

I believe in God and in the tenets of ithe
Christian religion and that a godless naticn
cannot long prosper.

=1 beligve that a church that is not gmumf”ﬂd
on tha“innclpleg of morality and justice g a
mockery to God and to man.

I believe that a church that does ngt have
the welfare of the common people at heari is
unworihy.

I believe in the eternal Separatimn of Church
and Staie,

I hold no allegiance ito any foreign govern-
ment, emperor, king, pope or any other Ior-
eign, political or religious power.

I hold my allegiance to the Stars and Stripes
next to my allegiance to God alone.

I believe in just laws and liberty.

I believe in the uphelding of the Constiin-
tion of these United States.

1 believe that our Free FPubiic School is ihe
cornerstone of good government and that those
who are seeking to destroy it are enemies of
our Rapub]ic and are unworthy of citizenship.

"I believe in freedom of sheech.

1 believe in a free press uncontrolled by
political parties or by religious sects,

I believe in law and order.
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I believe in the protection of our pure wom-
anhood.

I do neot believe in mob viclence, but .I do
belinsve that laws should be enacted to prevent
the cause of mwob vioclence,

1 believe in closer relationship of capital and
labor,

[ believe in the prevention of unwarranted
strikes by foreign labor agitators,

I believe in the limitation of foreign immi-
gration.

1 am a nativeborn American citizen amd 1
believe myv rights in this country are superior
to those of foreigners.

“JUSTICE” BY VIOLENCE.

Mob viclence is probably decreasing in the
I'nited States. In 1923, for erample, 28 per-
snons were lynched as compared with 61 lynch-
inas in 1022, But still no week gocs by wilh-
nut iis story of mob “justice” involving per-
sonel viclonece and, oceasionally, death,

In offeving bits of testbnony on the Kilan
v piclonce we do not dmply that mob vio-
Ienoe 1was wnimown Dbefore and oconurs now
oniy under the eegis of the Klan. Lynchings.
for eramule, had stained owr record zear by
year: and in verious places moembers of the
American Legion Thave done their full share
in enforcing “Americanism” through their pe-
exliar infernretation of fhe First Amendment.
DBut the Klun-—whether in ifs local groups or
os oo deliverate general policy is immaterigl—
ks achieved especial distinction in the field
of mob Inw. The spread of ithe Klan seems
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10 hgve given opportunity alse for lawless cle-
menls oulside of the Klon te play upon popu-
igr fravs and to Cget weay” wibh ouirages for
which ne ivvmediate vesponsibility conid  be
fraced to the Kian. For the occasional oul-
breaiks of violenpce against the Rlan we can
only blame the prevailing spirtt of lawless,
rutfess dominalion, of which the Klan is the
most spectecular symptom, but which infcels
many who cennot ey who do nol wish 1o join
the Klan.

The people of the United Stales—and 1he
Klan—may be ontgrowing the cetremely vio-
lent post-war tendencics, This fact, if it be @
fact, docs ngl lessen the interest of the falliau-
ing few cotracts from o peeard compiled by the
American Cicil Libevtics Uwian for the poyeod
from Decomber, 1920, (o Febirary, 1323,

Waller . While, asgocinte sceretary of the
Natiopal Assnociation for the Advaneement of
Colgred People, said that personal investigation
of the election riots in Ocoll, Orange County,
Florida, convinced him that thirtytwo to thir-
tyv-five Negroes were Killed, The rioting started
on election day when a colored man gualified
and registered, but was benaten when he al-
tempted to vole, This started three days of
rioting. Mr. White charged that the Ku Klux
Klan had given warniongs before election that
it Negroes irvied to vote there would be trou-
ble. -They did try, and there was trouble.
{SQources: N. Y. World, Jan. 9 and Sept. 18,
1921.)

On the night of February 1H, 1921, three
days after he hed ignored a Klan warning o
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leave town, Mr. B. I. Hobbs of Housien, Texas,
wag kidpapped from his apartment hy eoigh:
masked men and taken to the edge of the ity
his hair wus ctipped, and he wuas tarred and
feathered, nfter being accused of “heing ton
friendly with Negroes,” He left Houston and
went to Alvin, a small town nearby., Two davs
later he was taken to the edge of that town in
dayiight, higs car pointed west, and wuas or-
dered to go in that direction and not stop untii
he wasg oul of Texasgs., {(Sources: N, Y. Tribunr,
May 290 and Awuvgust 21, 1921 N, Y. World,
Sept 18, 1621.)

At Beaumont, Texas, on May 30, 1921, Dr.
J. 8. Paul and 3. F. Scott, veteran of the World
War, were tarvert and feathered, These fwa
were alleged to hiave been nplicated in as
illegal operation upon o young girl, Following
the confession from the ool i{hm that i hagdd
commitied the Lavring and {eathering, Col. Wil
Ham J. Simmons, Wizard of the national order
at that time, issped a sensational statoment
that he would have the matter investigated,
threatenipgg 10 give the names of the Klan
to the ioeal police officers, and to revoke the
cliarter. 'The threat was mnever carriad out
Both men were warned to leave town,; Scott
left, but Dr. Paul remained, appearing on the
street only when escorted by a bodyguard.
(Sources: N, ¥. Tribune, July 27 and August
21, 1921 N Y., Wosrid, August 30, 1821, NUOY.
World, Sept, 19, 1%21)

* * L.

At Bolton, Texas, John Collins, Negro, was
kidnapped on June 37, 1921, and taken into
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the country, where he was severely flogged
by masked men and told to leave the city, A
placard was fastened on his back which read:
“Whipped by the Ku Klux’' Klan.” 'The Negro
had been in jail charged with having insulted
a white woman, but the Grand Jury failed to
indiet hifn, (Sources: N. Y. Herald, August
30, 1921, and N, Y. World, September 19, 1921.)

®x % ¥

1n Ialias, Texas, sixty-eight ecitizens were
victims of masked mobs within the three
months of March, April and May, 1922, Sev-
eral persons were arrested as participants, but
all were freed. It was alleged that members
0of the Dallas police department perpetrated
these attacks and that the majority of the po-
lice force and the sheriff’'s department he-
longed to the Kilan., A mass meeting led by
Mayor Sawnie Aldridge demanded that the
Dallas Klan disband, but a few days later five
thousand Klansmen met and answered, “We
ate here forever.,” Out of a2 total of ona thou-
sand outrages within a year by masked men,
net one man has bheen publicly punished.
(Sourec: N. Y. World, June 11, 1922,

L S

Walter Mathews, a lawyer of Cuashing, Okla-
homa, was flogeged, tarred and feathered on
"September 12, 1922, by masked men bhecause
of his opposition to the principles of the Ku
Klux Klan. (Source: ILetter in files of A. C.
L. U

¥ . 3
Wavneshoro, . Pennsylvania: “His chin,
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cheeks and forehead branded with a flaming
i, his hair aimost singed from his head and
hig body covered with welts and bruises, Wil-
itam Hollingswaorth, fifty years old, ig confined
to his bed, the f{irst vietim of the Ko Klux
Hlan in- Pennsylvania, He was accused of neg-
lecting his aged mother, who had recently been
taken to the county home.” (Sources: N. VY,
Trivune, Septemher 15, 1922, and N. ¥. World,
September 16, 1322)

o2 =

H. L. Woodruff of Winder, Atlanta, a lcad-
ing mamifacturer, has written Governor Hard-
wick that because he was foreman on a Orand
Jury that indicted severat Illansmen for nigh:-
riding activity he is Dbeing nightly threatenes
hy the Klan in Barlow Countv. (Source: N, 1.
Warld, December 12, 1922,)

* ¥ %

Governor Jjohn M. Parker of Louisiana, re-
ferring to the Mer Rouge murders in a speech
in Chicago on February 26, 1923, said:

“Every man implicated in these outrages
was a menmber of the Klan., The Sheriff of
Morehouse Farish, who gat by and saw these
men carried off in direect violation of his sworn
+» nath of office, was an official of the Klan. The
- Sheritf’s deputies, the District Attorney, and
many others were members of the Klan,

AQffteials of the order have pledged them-
selves repeatedly in fine sounding phrases to
assigt In maintaining law and order. The rec-
ords of Alerehouse Parish show that not a sin-
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gle one of them even in the remotest degree
rendered any help, but, on the contrary, did
all in their power to intimidate witnesses,
choke off the investigation rnd prevent the
light of publicity from reaching the American
people.

“Not one single time, since my inauguration
a3 Governor of Louisiana, has the Ku Klux
Klan or the Knights of the Invisible Empire -
given me the least help in enforeing the law.
(n the contrary, time after time, the Klans.
men have terrorized communities, have threat-
ened and in some instances beaten people and
in others committed crimes with such secreey
and fiendishness that it has been impossible
ta ferret out, conviet and send to the peniten-
tiary or hang the criminals.”

PSYCHOANALYZING THE KLAN.

WILFRID LAY,

To prove that one race is a beiter factor in
avolution than another would require a knowl-
edege of exactly what wiill happen in racial de-
velopment a thousand ¥ears or more hence,
when aill races shall have completely inter--
mingled and the final iridescent skin evolved.
i¥ such knowledge were now possihle—as that
the yellow race were the detrimental factor
that would vitiate the race of 23i4-—then the
only thing to do would be to bend the entire
efforts of all the otither races toward the ut-
ter extermination of the yellow. But at present
no one who thinks would venture to gay which
race ig the least desirable element in the fipal

fugion.
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Vet at =zll times every race has been, and
will he, dominated by the unconscious- degire
to exterminate every other race; and it may
well be that the l.ast desirable is the one that
will dominate at the end of the next millen-
nium. No one now living can tell. This iz the
mystery of race. No scientific facts have been
found to demonstrate any superiority of one
aver another, except possibly in such a gues-
tionpable characieristic as wvitality.

The specifie irrstionality of the raceantzg:
agnistie individual is his assumption that {hs
other races are more against him than he °s
against the other races, and that they are ail
combined against his race alone. Instances
of tace antagonism are everywhere. The Klzn
iz only one among many. This feeling that
athers are taking concerted action against oke
is an wunconscieus projection, and levds t&e
individual Lo resert to whatever defense seen:s
to him most powerful.

Farthermore, a8 each man is unconscious!y
aware of his own cupidity, hig desire for un-
earned money or favors and his general selfisn.
ness, so he auntomatically becomes consciops!y
suspicious of the motives of other people. Iz
proportion to hig fears for his own security be
is jealous of the prosperity of others ard
suspicious of every ‘proposed policy affecting
his group. If then the policy is put {orward
hy a person belonging to a different political
. party, a different religion, a different race or
nation, he at once suspecis that the adopticn
of thiat policy will benefit that other reiigion,
political party, race er nation, to the detriment
of ‘his own. In proportion fo {he selfishness
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with which he furtherg his own private inter-
pats at the expense of other people’s, he will
zuspect ofliers of deing the same thineg,

THE HABIT OF SUSPICION.

When this suspicion becomes a habit in his
mind, he has begun a development whici:, at
itz extreme, constitutes that type of insanity
kaown as parancia. The paranoiac iz actuated

in all his behavior by the belief that a certain
class, such as Masons, Catholics, Jews or Ne-
croes, are combining against him.

In proportion to his own sensge of inferiority,
vvhich, it is to be remembered, is partly or
wholly an unconscious state of mind, he will
Bezin to proteet himself against that group
by which he ‘thinks himself menaced. That
izuthe reason why the extreme paranoiac finzlk
¥ believes himself to be God or Jesus or
MNaooleon or any other embodiment of power.
The stroager he thinks his enemies are, the
greater will ‘be the power necessarv io aver-
rome them. And the man that thinks all the
world is united against him will necessarily
reed a phantasy of omnipotence ito counteract
tinis,

The sense of control, of the power ¢ver an-
-other, is much avgmented, if the person having
the contrel exercises it over persouns who are
unable to defend themselves. Of ecourse the
most powerful weapon of destruetion of all
other races would be an air, or a gas, with
which to envelop the earth, and which would
cause all the cother races {o die all at one
moment without knowing it, and at the same
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time supervitalize one’s own race, The near-
est an ordinmary mind can come to the forma-
tion of such an atmosphere 15 the secret catil.

THE INCREASE OF MYSTERY.

If anvthing eolid in human advance has been
accompiished in modern times, it is the ac-
quirement of scientific knmwleﬁge which kas
heen pushing fartber away the mystery sur.
mundmg gur brief huraan Jlife, rather than
wrapping it more closely arcund us, as ihe
gso-called religious type of mind tends tc do.
The Klan intreduces in the struggle of racs
this guality of deepening mystery rather thean
of decreasing it.

The exercise of power without let or Lin-
drapes is the state in which every human be-
ing beging his existence. The grestest tyrant
is the baby, ¥very desire i3 granted mthnuf
effort. In adult life the grealest infant iz hLe
who is most tvrannical. It is actually a h gh
degree of develepment that enjovs a sStruggie
for the exertion of effort solely., The average
Amencan individna! talks as if he were k-

avs after something that could be g{;tt withe-
nut effart or struagzie. The expression “z=t
away with it” illustrates this. L

SECRECY AN AID TO POWER.

The exercise of power without let or hin~
drance is greatest where the persons contreiied
do not know they are being controlled. The best
way to gain such control i3 to exXert it in abag.
lute zecrecy. If a single man with a rifle ¢an
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k= placed in such a position g5 to be anseen,
while he readily sees his enemies, his sense of
rawer, when Killing them, is at the maximum.
The seecrecy of the Klan is a species of spiritual
gniping.

But suspicion directed against other people
iz invariably supplemented by suspicion direct-
erd to oneself or one’s method. Buspicion is a
state of mind that shifts. The suspicion that
was projected upon others is quite as likely to
he introjected upon oneself, Im fact, saspicion is
nrimarily of self. One suspects one’s own
gtrength and. avoidg, if possible, a contest that
measures it against Another’s, An actual per-
sonal encounter has freguently developed one’'s
cwn superiority, where one feared the other’s.

The unwillingness to have one’s ideas open-
1= exhibited for examination by other people
is primae facie evidence that one considerg
those ideas inecapable, by themselves, of sur-
viving. The ideas may be aitacked. They need
defense—the defenze of secrecy. To the com-
pietely rational mind the worth of any idea is
ita scceptability for many minds. The rational
man is confident that a good i1dea will sur-
vive because of its eszential goodness,

A PARANOIAC TREND.

But the person who is unwiiling to subject
Li: ideas to the test of other minds increases
heatin his own fears of inferiority and the scope
¢ the phantasies necessary to compensafe for
the fears, It is possible that the measure of
snecess achieved by the founder of the modern -
Ilan may have given him a sense of superior-
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ity sufficient to avert his threateniu_g paranoia.
Or time may show the complete dominance of
the paranoiac diathesis of his mind.

At the same time, however, one is forced to
beiieve that the men jeining the Klan in large
numbers are doing =0 because of a paranolac
trend in their mental make-up.

Fear of self iz the greatest fear from which
mankind suffers. But it iz generally an un-
conscious fear. Most frequently it becomes
conscions as a fear of some person or thing.

It the Klanzman were not afraid of him-
soif, or what he would do under circumstances
arpausing his animoesity, he would not pay the
price of a reveolver for something quite as sud-
den and deadly in effect-—his mask. In the com-
pany of other masked men he multiplies his
own waning courage, and, as Martin says in his
Behavior of Crowds, he finds, in numbers, a
backing for doing things he would not dare to
do alone. He thus exhibits his paranoiac ten-
dency and gives another proof of Martin's
thesis that the mob is the expression of the
insane, i. €., archaic, tendency of the individual.

The only comprehensive definitien for in.
sanity js thuoo it is 3 regression to manners
and morals of the pre-civiiized status of hu-
manity—a deseent toward the brute, It may
be that some minds now regarded as disor-
dered are a perfeect fit for a state of society
that may exist in the year 2824, But it ig pret-
tv safe to say that most marked divagations
fromi present-day customs are regressions to
archaic types of behavior. That ig, at any rate,
the interpretation that psychoanalysis has
given to mental disorders. They produce modes
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" of hehavipf that waould probably have heen
gerviceable in the adiustment of men {o iheir
environment in prehistoric ages.

A RECRESSION TO BACKWARD MENTALITY.

’l‘he- Klan is a regression, as every attempt at
secrecy ig a regregsion, to the mentality o1 an
eariier type in psyehie evplution. That there
shonid be two or three miilion such rever-
siong in a pepulation of 125,000,G00 shoulldl oc-
" ecasion no surprise, for it is unlikely that more
than 65 per cent of any population is perfectly
adapted {o its environment, and probably 10
per cent are badly adjusted. These latter susily
inelude 2 or 3 per cent markedly out of adjust-
ment.

The Klan is a phenomenon characteristic of
the smal! town, and it iz npot surprising ‘hat
the men of the small town iire ready {0 zeize
on the first and most. obyvious means of in- -
ereasing their own power. This they do, 1n
their own imagination, by becoming members
of an Invisible Empire.

The difference it makes 10 a man {o put
ont the disguize of the Kian is that it renders
him less himself, less an individual, nicre a
stereotyped member of a uniform group, less a
person, more a machine, )

The disguize of the individual, the secrecy
of the Klan, is the expression of the parznoiac
trend that exists in the soul of every maxn. In
large numbers united in secret bonds, the men-
tal disorder is multiplied. It becomes a ferce
which is much greater than the sum of the |
component forces. If is a disease in the very
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vitals of society, which makes more rapidly to-
ward a downfall of civilization than any other
cause. A}l the constructive trends of modern
civilization are toward the abolition of secrecy
and the inauguration of popuiarized koowi-
edgiz. The abolition of secrecy means under-
standing and fellowship.

All  seseret  orgapizations have, in  their
secrecy alone, a regressive elemeni. In the up-
ward swirling fire of intelligence, the Klan is a
counter-eddy, vetrogressive, archaistic, infam-
tile. It ecmgnnot live in an atmosphere of i{ruly
modarn eiviiization. Its methods are infra-hu-
men, Their extension would be a return to the
behavior of animsalg, and far from what that of
the world tomorrow wiil be,

PREHISTORIC K. K. K.'s.

ALEXANDER GOLDENYWEISER.

‘Strange costumes, white. against the black
background of the night, banners and masks,
the regalia of an esoteric ritual, secret gather-
inga. secret as to place and as {o the nature
of the proceedings. . . Then rumors of abuse
of power and with it fear, the fear of an enemy
whose whereabouts is unknown, whose weapons
are concealed, whose methods are irregular. . .

Such is the halo of the K. K. K., and behind
it arise the ghosfs of the past, For often before
hag the world beheld sueh sights and experi-
enced such fears, Primitive society, in fact, is
honsvcombed with institutions of the K. K. K.
variety. Only that there tney are sanctioned by
public opinion. Although often secret in their
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methods and esoterie in their proceedings, they
form part and parcel of the cultural pattern of
the group. From northern Meianesia, frem
West Africa, and from many a tribe in both
Norih and South Amcrica, come the reports of
such sacred and secret Societies. They are
numerous asnd graded as to rank, the admis-
sion £0 each successive grade being secured
- either by purchase or after a supernatural rev-
elation or.threugh a deed of military valor.
Each society has its distinetive name, hadge,
song, cance, whisile (ag in Melanesia); the
meetings of a society, whose membership is
more often than net restricted {o men alone,
mav take plaee in a great ceremonial structure,
gsecluded in the woods and adorned by gruesome
figures of spirits.

The functions of a sociely may be reiigious
or military or, ag in Melanesia and West Africa.
juridical, From time to time the members of
the secret hrotherhood sit in judgment over some
individual or family whose activities do not
chime with the customs of the tribe or are for
some other reason distasteful to the members
of the society. Ag there are no witnesses oOrF
defense, the decision is not in doubt, and it i3
carried out without delay. The victim may be
intimidated or killed, his neighborsa are terror-
jzed but powerless. They do not protest nor i3
the occurrence an open sublect of discussion,
Tacitly it is assumed that somehow this iz as
it should be, and that the proeeedings, however
(ragic to the victim, are in harmony. with the
ancient . custom of the tribe.

1t is easy to understand the hold that instis
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tutions such as this gain“over the minds of
men. The social instinet is mightily stimulated,
for within the brotherhood the motto is: Each
for all and all for each., Then there is the lure
of achievement and the gratification of vanity
for, as one grade after another is left behind,
the prestige of a society member rises, his influ-
ence increases, he is on the road to becoming
one of the great leaders of his group. And
once again, there are the periodic meetings, the
ritual with its rhythms and symbois, The mem-
ories and associations which tie together the
members of a society are reinforced, the com-
miunal emotions are burned into the very mar.
row of their bones. The charm of the situation
is enhaneed not a little by the secret character
of the soeciety., Secrecy has zhout it a mark of
distinction, the very fact that your whereabouts
or intentions or rights and duties are unknown
to your fellow {ribesmen enhances your pres
tige, for secrecy brings power. A religious so-
ciety like a socialized Freudian uneonscious.
can strike the more surely because its where.
abouts, its intentions and itz methods are mys-
terious.

This being so, it is not surpriging that the
proclivity to form secret organizations should
have come to constitute one of man’s inherit-
ances from his primitive past.

. All this may be very well, I hear some re-
mark, but wnat do we gain by recording the
long history of ancestral K. K. K.'8?7 Should
we in the name of this historic. record continue
to harbor the K. K. K. in our midst or should
thig very record prompt us to turn against it
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and extricate our civilization from the shadsw
of its presence?

This gquestion, I am afraid, cannot be &an-
~ewered directly, for K, K., K.’s may be inherent
in the predent mould of our eivilization., It
must be rememibered in this connection that
K. K. K. members are not recruited from the
leaders of the nation. It is not the creative
spirits, not those of strong intellect or im-
agination, nor those whose character and ac-
“tivity. earn them the respect and recognition of
their fellow citizeng, who are wont {o wave the
K, K, K. hanner. The K, K. K. is the back par
lor of Mazain Street. Tt is the conventional., the
mediocre, those whose outlook is narrow and
whose imagination is deadened by routine, wio
geek stimulation in the activities of the secret
hrotherhood.

There isg still another aspect of the maeatier
which, whether we like it or not, must be em-
phasized. The K. X. K. is a Protestant or-
ganization, By this I do not mean, of course,
that the Protestant Church is respousible for
its existence, but what I do mean ig this: The
Protestant Church has taken the glamor out of
~religion. The appeal of ritual, of architecture,
of esoteric performance, the emotional thrili of
the supernatural, are foreign to Protestantism.
Now it s0 happens that by thus denuding itself.
Protestantism fails to satisfy either the sophisti-
cated spirits in its midst who feei that it nes
not gone far enough, or those numerous oNes
who are still immersed in emotional religion-
ism for whom it has gone too far. The decorym
and brilliance of the Roman Catholic Church
and of the Greek Catholic sister church of Eus-
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sia are based on g realistic view of humanity.
Remove them, and a substitute may presently be
reguired. Angd it is not always eagy either {o
foresee or cohirol the nature of such a substi-
fute.

Now what I have said about Main Street and
Protestantism constitute but two aspects of a
more general  fact, Movements such as the
- K. K, K. are made possible by the vacuity and
duilness of our lives. They are symptomatic of
ingutferable bhoredom, Puritanism has robbed
us of moral courage. Industrialisin has dulled
the edge of spiritual endeavor. Democracy, un-
der the guise of an illusory ideal of freedem
and equality, has deprived poiitical activity of
its one-time ardor and enthusiasm. The drad
ness of cur daily lives proves too miich for most
peaple. And so it comes that some long for
war, with its loyalties, it brilliance, its soeial-
izing bonds, its irresponsibility, its moral holi.
days, its spectacular achievemenis. But a war
big encough to stimulate those in need of spir-
itual rebirth is pot to be had at will, Of this
Wiltizam James wag weil aware when he penned
- hig last memorable essay, A Moral Substitute
for War.” Great realist that he was, he felt
keanly that while war mav be detestable, some
of the ardors it arouses are human; and fear-
ine that in the ahsence of these ardors, the
sonls of men might shrink and wither, he set
about looking for substitutes. He spoke of great
communal works, unpleasant but necessary,
sach as building roads, working in ths mines
or exterminating insect pests,

The K. K. K. i8 another such emotional safe-

—n e




48 ° THE KREED OF THE KLANSMEN

ty valve. To judge it is one thing, to purge
ourselves of it iy another. For, after all, if is
bui & symptom, a sign that our civilization has
heen found swanting,

WHAT BﬂOTI-iEHI-IGOD DEMANDS,
PAUL JONES.

The test of nany prineiple is its application to
conerete situations., One may even go {urther
and suy in the language of the pragnatists that
no principie has any trath or validity except as
it is thus applied. In other words, if we want
to talk about brotherhoed we shall do well to
discuss it as brotherhood between 'people “who

embody very real diiferences, or we shall be
lost in a fog of unrealities.

Sinee the davs of the Peclaration of Independ-
ence we lave definitely moved away from the
conception that “all men are created equal”
Whatever interpretation we may give that
phrase, it no longer represents a literal truth.
Today we recognize that among individuais
there are at birth differences in heredity, in .
health, in mentality and in environment which
helie any theory of equality that is more than
a legal fiction. The diiferences referred {o are
especially important because they directly af
fect the individual’s capacity for entering into
a full expression of life in the social group, and
no legisiative enactment is sufficient to change
them. It may be observed, too, that the differ-
ences of race, nationality and religion, whieh
play o large a part in current discussions are
of really minor importance in affecting equality

A
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compared with heredity and environment., The
latter eut deep fissures through the social body
which run through the mniore superficial dis.
tinetions of race, nation or creed.

When one person eomies into life with the
capacity for full mental development and asn-
other ztarts as a moron, or when one f&s
complete physical health and apother begins
life as a cripple with various organic weax-
nesges, there is no suell thing as resl equalbity.
The same ig triue hetween the child born ip A
slym surrocunde:d by ignorance and saualor ap«
the one starting life in a home where evars-
thing iz caleulated to draw out the best In .
Whatever differencey there may be between
races or hetween national and religious groups
(and it iz guite probable that many of these
differences may he traced to environment), the
inequalities inzide the race or group due to
mental and phvysical heredity will still he the
more significant ones, If it is true that certain
races, 88y the Negro or Mongolian, rate lower
than the Anglo-8axon (as popular opinion has
it), it is equally true that the members of thoss
races with the hest physrical, mental and cui-
tural endowment have a greater real equaliiv
with the best members of white races than thew
have with the retarded and handicapped mem-
bers of their own group. Edward L. Thorndike
in his Educational Psychelogy sums it up in
these words: “In general, differences between
races in original capacities are small In com-
parison with the range of differences within
each race, and the amounnt of overlapping is
grea.t-li
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It iz necessary to get a clear picture of these
very great inequglities between people and to
tealize how much deeper they cut than the dis-
tinctions between races, nations and religions
before attempting {o discuss the demands of
brotherhood: for a brotherhood - that is real
must recognize these differences snd find some
form of expression in the midst of them. It is
no place for adopting the philosophy of the
pstritch.

DHYSICAL UNITY OF THE HUMAN RACE.

In getting a sound basis for the idea of
brotherhood it is just as well to avold any
theological abstractions. It will be sufficient to
rest it on the fact of the physical unity of
{7 » human race, Dr. Arthur Keith, president
of the Royal Anthropologizal Institute, in his
"book, The Antiquity of Man, says: “We all
agree that modern human races, however dif-
ferent they may appesar, are so alike in the es-
sentials of strueture that we must regard them
a3 well-marked varieties of a coanmon species.”

r, a8 Ratzel puts it more succinctly, “There
i3 only one race, whose differences are numer-
ous bnt not deep.” On the basis of that com-
mon unity, brotherhood is the expression of
the social instinet in human Kkind., recognizeid
within varying limits by most religions and in
most social movements., It is the treatment of
other human beings ilHlomined by a sense of
common kinship.

In the teaching and practice of Jesus the
idea of brotherhood is brought down from the
realm of sweeping generalizations and given
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more telling expression by his coupling it with
an emphasis en the worth of personality. Each
individuel is a person, even the smallest and
weakest, and. as such deserves the treatment
that a persen should receive. Sueh an approach
shifts ithe basis from the mere physical unity
of the race to that of the essential sgpiritual
unity and puts ove on a higher ground. Brother
hood, then. must have a cencern not merely for
fzmdmg come sort of modus vivendi between the
varicus szecttons of the human race, i must
inchide a way of life which shall accord to
each individua!l in those groups the respect due
{0 a person.

FORCES WORKING AGAINST BROTIIERDOUD.

And now we come to face some of the hard
facts in our disovdered civilization. There are
the followers of Lothrop Stoddard who, from
the biclagicel point of view, visualize a strug
gle to the death between the white and the dork
races and advoecate the strengthening of the de-
fenses of the wiites and the suppressiecn of
the others, Qrher groups. with thetr spokesman.
The Menaee, fepry the political encroachmernts
of the Roman Cathelics and would unite the
forces to reztriet their zetivities. Anti-gemitism
is not a distingt movement in this country as
vet, ‘but it has found definite expression in
gsoeial dlscerimiination asgainst the Jews and is
appearing in the ednestional field. The Kwu
Klux Klan, through its Imperial Wizard, Dr
H. W. Evans, has declared that the Negro, the
. Jew and the Homan Catholic £an not be as
similated in cur national life. The American
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Legion and the American Federation of Labor
have decldared against the admission of foreigu-
ers of any kind and Asiatics in particular.
And one need only mention that attitude to-
ward the Negro, not cpnfined to any one mili-
tant group but so generally spread among white
people that it is almost taken for granted, which
professes friendship for the Negro, but very
definitely withholds from him recognition as a
person, These are the major forces which give
tite lie to any practical expression of brother-
hood. In the face of them one may well ask
whether in the name of biological progress,
religious and political freedom. national pros-
perity and racial purity there can still be room
far the practice of brotherhood.

THREE DEMANDS OF REAL BROTHERHOOD,

The part that emeotional prejudice plays in
these attacks on other groups is perfectly evi-
dapt, In their sweeping indictment of the par-
ticdlar race or group they entirely ignore the
tremendous individual differences bhetween the
persons composing it, It has been well said
{nat you can no more indiei a race than you
can a nation, To do s0 is to stuitify one’s in-
tellimence, and to imagine that security, purity
or integrity can be achieved by a process that
izvolves such a sweeping iggoring of fruth is
to throw out the whole counception of a moral
arder in the universe. The first dewmand of
trotherhood ig8 for a frue estimate of personal
vilues wherever they may be found. The words
Jaw, Negro, foreigner, etc¢.,, as used npow serve
ac screens to hide the real differences between
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people inside those groups and thus raise arik
fieial obstacles to the working out of ordered
human relationships. In the maze of fears and
doubts which involve this whole question, ibe
recognition of personal values wherever they
may be found is the only basis upon which sorme
structure of appropriate actionm can be buiil
Ignore the claims of personality and a so¢ial
order becomes a contradietion in termsg We
must see and deal with the real differences
among people in working out a practical
brotherhood, not artificial ones that come frem
sweeping classifications.

- MThe next step is to find a basis for acticm
among people of such different endowmnienie,
physical, mental and cultural, as make up. cut
of these wvaried groups, the common beody of
society. The full social co-operation of all its
members must evidently be the goal of srciety
toward which brotherhood aims but it is equni-
ly evident that that full social co-operation :f
impossible for a great many people at the
present time.

A low grade moron, a slum dweller below
the poverty line, a recent arrival in the c¢un-
try ignorant of our language and customs. a
person of education active in productive life,
and an irresponsible parasite on society can-
not share equally in the political, economic, &
gocial life of the community, no matter what
laws or social customns may be in effect. The
capacity to do so is not equally present and
no sentimental desire. for it will change the
faet. Out of this situation, however, comes the
second demand of bretherhood, and that is full
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social eo-aperation uyp fo the thnit of erery in-
dirtdual {o respond to if, No wmutter what his
coloy, creed or race, if the ipilividtual hag the
capacity {o share in lhe varvious phases of the
life of society, the iden of hrotherheod regquires™
that fuill opportunity be given tn enter into it
Anything lesg than that would seem to be a
“denial of personality, It is on that basig that
woman suffrage has won its wav and the strug-
gle for full soclal co-operation on the part of
vomen ig still heing carried on, The sdge prin-
cipie should enunlly be applied to o*her groups
that are soffering under the same sweening
claggifications and conseguent discrimination:
that women have had held agningt then,

INMCREASING THE CAPACITY FOR CO-OPERATION:

Hut there still remain those who for various
re; sons8 have not at this time the capaciiv to
respond in full co-operation, an/d they are per-
sons white and black, of various religious and
racial antecedents, Suppression, exelusion and
diserimination will not solve the problem but
only aggravate it, for they tend to drive such
people in upon themselves antd deprive them
of the healthy stimulation that comes from as-
sociation with those of greater capacity. And
on the other side it makes for tiie hardening
and parrowing of the group exercising the dis
criminaition. In both directions it means social
loss. It {9 here that brotherhond demands the
consfant effort to increase the capacity of those
who for any reason hoave nel he ability to re-
rpoand, 80 that the sphere of social co-operation
miy be increasingly widened.
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It is possible only to supggest some of the
many implications of thege three demands of
brotherhood, They invoive searching changes
in the structure of society, so as to free those
who are now handicapped by the limitations of
ap economic despotisni. They would mesn a
modification ©f the narrow nationallsm ihat
prevails. Religious antagonisms could not stand
before them, and the backbone of war, whether
rlass or international, would be broken., The
great hope in the present gituation is that men
and women are comiing to a realization of the
posgibilities of brotherhood from nany difier
ent directions. It ig a8 conception that can be
claimed by no one race, creed or nation and
while the present attacks upon it are sufficlent.
ly alarming. they will perhapns 8erve to drive
home not only the necessity for a {utler de
velopment of brotherhood but the tremendous
creative possibilities that le In it

HOW SHALL WE MEET THE KLAN?

L

EY HORACE J. WOLF,

dgsailed by slander and the tongue of strife,
Hiz only answer wras a blameless fife.”

To answer slander iz to dignify it. The Rhlan
denounces Jews as being incupable of patriot.
igm: they need make no reply to this calumny.
Jems have died on every American hattiefield
since the Revolution:; at Chateau-Thierry and
Belleau Wood, 1 have seen the graves of hrn.
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dreds of our Jewish vouth. The Jewish soldier
daad are sufficient retutation of the Klan's
charge. We Jews love this land which first
anid: “Come unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy-laden, and I wili give vou rest.”.

How shall we meet the Klan? We shall not
meet it at all in the sensze of debate or discus-
ginn or recrimination. The Klan is the oufcome
of prejudice and bitier experience has taught
us that it iz impossible to meet prejudiece with
Ingie. Prejudice, as the termi implies, means
prejudging, judging in advance of, or despite,
tha facts: it would therefore he a waste of en-
deavor (o persuade the members of the Klan
that their hostility to the Jew is nnwarranted.

The Klan poses as the champion of the Prot-
egtant Church in ,America; it avows that, it
sesks the supremacy of *whiite, native-born
Frotestants.” It pictures itself as a crusading
grzanization, endeavoring to save Protestantism
from its foes. Here and there, a Protestant
cisrgyman has publicly endorsed this secret so-
cioty and lent his name to itg un-American
arogram; here and there, a Protestant Church
nas gratefully accepted the approval of the
tian, expressed in the form of a financial dona-
tion, publicty presented by masked Klansmen
1xr one of the church’s religious services. Only
in a few instances has a Protestant minister
vastigated the Klan in ringing terms as an un-
welcome and unauthorized ally of the Church.
Eow ahall we Jews meet the Klan? The Klan
should be met not by us, nor by any one of
the groups which it assails, but by the Prot-
estant Church and Churches of America, speak-
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ing thrnuéh national and local federations; it
is the saecred obligation of the Protestani
Chireh of America to repudiate tlhis secret so-
gletv a8 an organization uatterly at variapce
with the gpirit of Chrigtianity, 5o long as the
Church remains silent and fails to speak in
terms that cannot be misunderstood, so long
will the Klan continue to pose ag the champioa
£ American Protestantism.

Ta= reason for my belief thiat the Protestant
Church must demounce the Klan is grounded
ot my understanding that the principles of the
Chureh and the principles of the Klan are
fundamentally incompatibte. Christiaunity, 1 be-
fieve, is the religion of men and women whe
cgtrive to model their lives after the example
and teachings of Jesus.

He taught and exemplified the doctrines of
love, feillowship, mercy and peace; the Klan by
example and precept inculcates hate, intoler-
ance, prejudice and violence. Christianity
preaches peace on earth and good will among
men; the Klan makes for war on earth and ill
will among men. In other words, the Klan,
which ¢laims to be the defender of Christianity,
in reality challenges the most sacred traditions
of the Church. Is it not obvious then that it is
the Chureh which must meet and battle the
Kian?

It.
BY CEORCE E. HAYNTS,

The Ki Kinx Klan is an expression of nnder-
Iving forces in our national lifé which disturb
our domestic tranquility and endanger our prog-
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ress. One of these forces is the virulent race
prejudice against Negro Americans.

The race prejudice is based upon seifish fear
that the Negro will cease to be an exploited
serf and become an independent, competing
farmer; unsound fear that with growing intelli-
gence and skill he may become a dangercus
power i{n indusfry and business; anxious fear
that with his increasing understanding of de-
mecracy he cacnoct be kept in political subjec-
tion and excluded from an equitable share in
public privileges such as schools, courts and
the like. -

This race prejudice feeds upon misinforma-
flon and ignorance. In his address at Dallas,
Tex., October 24, 1923, Dr. Evans, the Imperial
Wizard of the Klan, voiced his own assurance
of the inherent incapacity of the Negro ciaim-
ing that hiology, anthropology and historical ex-
perience supported his view. Since he cited 10
facts from authoritative sources, he might be
referred to Ratzel, Boas., Denizer, Woodworth
and other reputable scientists, If such misin-
formation could flow from the fountain head,
what ignorance may we expect from the rank
and file? :

The Ku Klux Klan philosophy of the superi-
ority of the white race is founded upon a con-
fusion of ideas hetween advantageous cireum-
stance and inherent capacity of racial groups.
Probably Ethicopian kingg in the time of Tat-
ankh-amen reasoned the same way about their
superiority over the ancestors of the Imperial
. Wizard of the Klan.

The Ku Klux Klan is an organized expression
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of the Ku Klux spirit. It uses the symbel of the
Cross falsely to railly white men against black
men in the name of that Christ who called all
men  without distinction to come unte Him.
This spirit of bigotry in while sonsg trles to
atone feor the sins of exploifation of thelr
fathors by attempiing to keep the descepdants
of black slaves in economic and political bond-
age.

Negroes have not and should not attempt to
organize against the Klan. They are inclined
to ilaugh at it, and wonder that many white
people do not laugh at its small boy buffoonery,
especiatlly when ex-Imperial Wizard Simmons
relinquishes his claims as chief capitalizer of
preiudices for a few thousand dollars, The seed
of its own undoeing is within the organization.
When menaced Negroes will protest so that law-
abiding Americans may know the common dan-
ger, they will look sympathetically toward the
Catholics and Jews similarly threatened, They
should demand that every office seeker and
party who ask their vote take a stand for real
Americanism and against the Klan.

Negroes have said littte about the Klan, but
they are convinced that it can only foment do-
mestic dizscord and impede national Progreas
aa the two races try to learn inter-racial co-
operation on & man to man basis—the only sure
foundation of progress in our democracy.

i1, .
By Jouaxn McPixe KEeResey.

To Catholics, the Kian, if it means anything,
means better Catholics. The bogey, of perseci
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- tion hﬂgefs Catholic unity, enhances Cathclic
loyalty and inspires Catholic fervor.

~ The Klan means not merely betier but rmore

Catholics. Miscreants in nightclothes are not
good missionaries. No conversions to Protest-
antism follow the Fiery Cross. What Catholics
lack in missionary force the Klan confers upon
them. The tacit condonation scarcely less than
the open encouragement of the Klan by minis-
ters of the Baptist, Methodist and other Frot-
edtant gects, persuade men that only in ite
Catholic Church iz there equality before (Gnd,
and that only among Catholics igs there no dis-
sinction of color or of race. The Klan has
thus prepared the ground for a great niission-
ary effort by the Catholiec Chureh in this eoun-
try, especially among the colored people.

Nevertheless, if the Klan were profeszedly
Catholic, Catholic bishops would be in duty
bound to condemn it, and to take drastic zteps
to purge the Church of all who thereafter per-
gisted in affiliation with the Klan. But being
an avowedly Protestant organization the Klan
is a religions problem solely of the Protestant
gects it contaminates and disgraces. 'The Caib-
olic Church may commiserate these affiicted
sects and may deplore a movement that affronts
and scandalizes the whole Christian hody, but,
except in this restricted sense, the Kian iz no
concern of the Catholic Church, and, conse-
quently, there has been no organized effort by
the Catholicy in America to meet it.

Catholics, as citizens, condemn the Klan, as
they would condemn any other corrupt, law-
leas. disloyal and disintegrating influence in
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American life. The murder of Father Coyle at
Birmingham, Alabama, the burning of churches,
the raiding of bomes, and the whipping of de-
fengeless men and women—such acts passing
unpunished, create anxiety in our minds re-
garding the integrity of those who administer
the affairs of the incriminated States. If we
are not to impugn the integrity of these offl-
cials we must condemn their incompetence. In
either ease, they are unworthy to hold c¢ffice,
and should be bapished from public life,
" whether they be Catholic or Protestant,

The Klan is a challenge to every loyal citizen,
black or white, Jew or Christian, Protestant or
Catholic, It should stimulate all to vie one
with the other in salutary competition to end
the present exploitation of the childish. the 1g-
norant, the gullible, and the higoted, to eradi
cate the existing impieties of the gocial system
of the United States, and make all men subjiect
to the law ng well ag equanl before 1t; so that
gectarian, sectional and seifish rights may give
place to national duty.

M
[Most of the articlea printed in thiz booklet are
talten from the K, K. K. number of The World

Tomorrow, pablished by the Fellowship FPress, Ine.,
New York City.] '
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