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KU KLUX KLAN

JULIA E. JOHNSEN, Compiler

INTRODUCT ION

i - ‘I"l'" ’ > - =
The R Kl l*x T B anomaly i Aonerican Hie.

The extrome scereey with which i is sheauded and the
Aappacent spresd of mwembership it the Housands i
prachcaliy every state of the Unione wath attempted cn-
trance also mito Canada Tmt:| ingland, make eboth dif-
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= hecuit and impartant to e into the open reliable facts
B oand A clear gnmr:-uhu%mn of the dnner nature of this

ecxtraneous ~octal organi=m.

The present Ko Flux Blan cmbraces Hu OrUarzation
o led in 1915 at Atlanta, Georgia, by Colonel Willian
loseplh Xinumens, professing (o compmemoraie the historie
Kt KNlux Kl of I"L"K"HH:-%{]'llt’TfH'ﬁ'E%ih‘t}'m Avcenrding (o
Colaiel Ninvvons belore the Rules Committier in Cone
T gress il membership iin 1921 Wit approxiaately ninetly
e Lo Dinety-five thousaed, Ts growth s augmented by a
= gty oreanized svstens of propaganda. Save for a few
= af e executive and ororiang officials, it members are
'. gensally unknown, SAmeny 1S late manifestations i the
f”ﬂrriuﬂil of an auxibiary wonan’s divison Koown g
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the “Kamelia,” and a movement styled the “Great Aueriy
can Fraternity” has also been ascribed to its activities.

The material on the Ku Klux Klian is frankly onc;
sided. The press is, as a rule, hostile or at best neutral
For its delense one must po to such publications and
statements as emanate feom within jts own vrganisn o
few orgamizations are actively combatting i, Foremost
among these are the Awmerican Unity League, with ot
fices at 127 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, which leaguc
“also publishes a weekly paper “Tolerance,” and the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, 100 Fifth Avenue, New York.
The Catholic, negro, and Jewish organizations also op-
pose 1t.

The present pamphlet has been inchided iy the Reler-
ence Shelf m response to a demand for refegence ma-
terial on this subject. The attempt has been ma&".ff by the
compiler to avoid bias and let the facts speak fory them-
selves to the diseriminating, as is in keeping with qhe es-
tablished practice of the debaters’ series of publicktions.
To this end representative material is included sfetting
forth both the aims and defense of the Klan arpd the
arguments of the opposition,
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BRIEF

Wagowven: That ithe Ku Ausy Klan should be condemned
by all right-thinking Awmericans,

AFFIRMATIVE

I. The Ku Klux Klan should be condemned because
its principles ave destructive and wrong.

AL

a

It is founded on the principle of fiasibie gov-
LrIment.

1. Ttz membership i3 masked and unkoown.
2.1t tries to control outside affairs.

a. Legithnate sccret societies o not ar-
rogate to themselves contrp] over ex-
ternal affairs.

3. Membership is concealed under gatl.

It places itself above law.
1, The Klan itself commits crunc in the name
of righteousness.
a. Murder, kidnapping, wvinslence, Hog-
ging, et
i, It disregards lawfully clecied obhcers
Al legal machinery,
2. Klun loyalty 15 made more binding than
civic toyalty.
a. Members will not testiiy against oie
another.
3. It 1s an arbitrary tribunal.
It is irresponsible.
1.  There s no effective control of Iocais.
4. Recaleitrant “dens” can only have
their chariers vevoked.
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(1) This s done only under pros-

surc ol public opimion,

(23 It does not preveni the mem-,
hers conthnuing activitices, using
regalia, cote.

2 I case ol crime there is no punishment

of ofenders. _
a4, Fhe Klan docs not bhring members o
justee.

(1y Bven when chargal to pecuilo
mremibers, no justice 1s o medord
ot,

b, Fhe commuomty ciomoi loente the e
sponsibithiv For crime,

I3, Tt tgnoves Tundamental rights ol others,

1. Constitutional rights,

1. Phe right to protection by Jaw,

o Totnal by qury.

e, To rehigrous freedom.

The inherent personal vight of cevery hu-

neatt heing {o lherty of thoueht, conscivines

anel aetion, providhng (he rights of othees
are not mterfered swith,

3, The Klan 5 wsed for personat hatreds and

prejudices,

(3

L Tk sebvities are a menace,
A Tt s disruptive,
1. It spreads veligious prejudice.
i By excluding non-protestant religions
-, from membership,
B By active propaganda agninst them of

. bigotry, mntolerance, persectitiog.

ez o e L I0tETsHhes class Teeling,
: T Las T diseriminades avainst all persons of
T Foroign bivth ans] negroos,

- 1. |1 i}[a_va MEITER [he }_H{H‘iii:li!;ll“ }Jl"-:ﬁjtl:ﬁf.‘ﬂ? s f

cach locaiity,
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4. T gives 1ise to commiunity insecarily sl
SHE[HTION,
a.  Men cannot trust even tweir nenghibno—
. I i3 a political menace,
1. Ti undermmes demacratic zovermnent,
) Tnterferes in primarics, cleviion-, i
thmdates voters, oy,
b Is aomenpee o pobilical partivs,
(2 Tt dictates m oother American institulion-.

b In educgiion.

a, beas altempling e =lnnp oul ey il
schauls in Crregon,

o 3 has detated amoreged Go deachimg
forces and curricuta,

D, There are no evils sufficienl G qustiiy - =eil-
appointed work,
1. Legal machinery has not fatled,
2. There 3= no Cathelie, [ewish, newro. o

Foretgn menice,

A, Such clalms are based upon enoranee
py pusrepresentabion, or are diseen
aated for personalb ends
(1) To gam adherest= among e

- prequchiced against then,
(23 To force thent to Theyps their
place.”
{3y To cover the Klan's read plane.
3. It = the honorable way tor deal with cor-
ruption, ¢te,, i the open, ma b under
orpund methods,

T Tt s andesirable w0 every wa
AL Tt belies wany of the wleals 50 prewnds 1o up
hold,
1. Brotherbond = Hmiled to meber-hips
2. Americanism ix of s own brand,
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3. 1t breaks up homes by driving s victicns
to disgrace and banishment.
it fosters cowardice,
I. It leads men to condone s evils tor fear
of urousing s enmity,
2. I canout hve 1o the opar,
a. Pabhic opmion largely condemmns i,
h.  When membership is exposed mem
hers arve foreed ta vesign,
3. It is cowardly in punishment and acts,
The real reason fov its existence 15 commer-
claiism.
1. Heavy membership anld degree Fees woml
annual dJdues enrich Hs promolers.
2. The sale of regaha nets large profit,
The nsidicus power 1t acquires 1= a grave {u-
ture danger, |
1. It is susceptible fo abuse at any time wnder
wrong leadership,
a2, Members must obey dictates or leave.
2. Its avowed ideals are no guarantee of oh-
gervance.
a. It is well known that movements of
Iigh purpose degenerate with time.
(1) The Camorra is an example of
such degeneratios,
3. Its acquirement of power on a large seale
woutld be a mwenace 1o govermunent.

NEcaTIvY

[. The Ku Klux Klan stands for exalted iideals.

Al

It is an organization of the Lighest type,

1. Tt is on the same plan as other secret so-
cieties. .

It commemorates the sacrifice, service and
achievements of the original Klan.

3. It is legal.

b
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3. Incorporated under the laws of Geor-
gia,
4, Tis membership is of the highest type.
a.  Men of moral and =ocial standing.
b, Tnomany enses ofticinds of the natem,
stade, comnly and ciby,
A de has an exalted riogadistie Torm of soork,
It 3s o praclical Traternily, 31 tomdse:
1. To promoto the princples ol brotherhood
among 115 members.
2. To pretect womanhood anid the home,
3. To help the weal, suffering, and needy,
4, To huid a better citizenship.
a.  Inculcates respect for i,
b, Iincourages use of the hallol
b, T act as a vigilance commitiec,
f, Tt is mven to the pracitee of heacvidence.

It upholds other hvigh ideals.

1, Patriotism.

a.  Allegiance to Aunerican institulions,
{1} Itaims to conserve, prolect, and

maintain the distinchive inshtu-
tiong and ideals of a pure Amer-
ICanism.

h. It is pledged to profect the Constitu-
tion and the flag.

¢, It stands for Awmevica fvst amnng na-
tions.

{Clhristian ideals,

a, Whitle conceding 1he right of every
man to worship 10 s own oweay, 1
upholds the Christian religion as op-
posed to Roman Catholicizm,

b, It encourages the study of the Bible,

3.  Racial ideals.

a. The supremacy of the white race and
of native-horn Americans.

[



il

T REFERENCE STTRILF

The actrvities and attiluwede of dwe g Blox 100
are justied.

A%

1,

By the Cathadic mmenaee.

Lo The KR 1= opposed Lo thae domination i
Anmwerwan e ol a Torden coclestastient
jrrenlite.

2o W ooppeses it with respeet to the privciple

ol the sepavation of church and state
3 U apposes the achivilies of the Jesuits, the
it cunning, persedent wmul deeeitinl o
of Protestant Chrstiamiy
4.0 0t opposcs undue mlucnee by the Roniehis
il Columbgs,
Vv the negro problem,
1. The Klan epposes aegro majorities at 1he
polis,
a0 The while raee s the ruling rce by
imheritance,
o 1 enwt be expected 1o surrender 1o
ancther contral of s vita] aned fun-
damental wovernmental atfazrs

2. Tt opposes the teaching of socin cgualy
A, Certam negrn organizations and peri-
sihicals attompl 1o <ow secd of discon-
tend aned ractal lutred by soch teach-
Iy, +
3. The Whin i odlerawise ihe {ricen] of 1he
ML)
o No Imwe-ahidmeg persan of any vaee,
croerd or coloy has aneht te Year fromn
it

i relation o Jews,

1. They are vuprodective wnd monev-getting.

2. They do not sabseriw 1o the Chrstiom
relizion.

Tn velation by the E'{H‘t‘i;{t] clenal.
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I, The Klam uphoblds HE per eont Amcerict
111,
A s opposed o fareron ddealisn o
allerenee .
B Hosdvocates senstlde g pedroetie
nHgrabion luws,
oo dn velation {o corruplion mut conme,
L, There s much pohucid corruaption.
1. Sometivnes there s e redress Tor o
zenz but the Nian,
20 There 12 government withay governie
diciption, pracacallv nameriy role
S, Private smimorabhily govs unpintslaesd
4. bBootlegging 15 carrtied on,

THE Tt other ways the Klan s desirable,
AL Hos Lnw-alding,
[o Fanwhess deeids Bave nob aul will ner e
comamtted hivott,
A, Aol have not heen ordered i ddie
rected By the ian as an vrgantailion,
117 Aanv mehs have Twen put e
Dy Torces apposed tethe Klan e
ciscredst 1.
(2% They have been pialoover In
nulignant  citivan~  fn vt
WO,
(31 ey have been comingied b
lwhess group=s wrmvindh s
ORI s e,

AW

Tt 1% riot {[t‘ﬁgﬂrﬂ toact ny ihe eapcine oer
A kawe-enitorcement  or  omoral vorreciion
AEENCY exCept sefar as member- miy (e
stst regdar officers of law o apyarchend
critsingtls snd uplioded T,

3. The Ruates Comimittee o0 Congres~ et
s 1 faebed B Ble @ report qzninsl H.
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4. N has invited investigation by the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Postofhce Depart-
ment of its books, records, and files.

B. [ has been musrepresented.

b, Newspapers have ncver given their renid
ers the {ruth about it

2. Its accusers are those wha, through snliy
comscicnoe, Tear i,

L. s secrecy 1s not 1o be condemmed,

F. Tts power hies i the seorecy with which
it is surrounded,

a. Tt s necessary in fight 1is cuemies
with their own weapans,

2. The Knights of Columbus bave an oath as
Bnding as the Klan, 1f nol more so.

2. There 1s 1o commercialism,

I, The funds are properly and honorably
handled in a business-like way,

2, The dues collected are necessary in organi-
zafion work.

3. No official 1s profiting.



REPRINTS
KU KELUN KEAN REVIVALS

The B Nlus Kb erossed Mason and Dixoncs fine m
the winter of 1920-21. Revived in the south some iive
years ago, this sceret, onth-hound organization that had it
origin 1 the troublous tines of the reconstruction ptrhni
following the Civil War in America, began durig the
winter just past to extend its activities into the north ami
west, with the avowed ntenlion of umiting patve-horm
wlite Christians for concerted action m the prescrvation

i American mstitutions and the supreawacy of the wintu
race. |

In New York City and m other centers even Lurther
distant from the region i which the origimal Ko K
hlan was active there have been plantod nackes of the
revived organmization, according to the statements ob its
officials. How many such ceniers hiave wen establshedd
in the north and west and the extent of the membersh
are pot reveaded. As i the ongmal ko Klux Klao, wmon
Lers arve known only (o cach other; the generat pubdie
permilted {0 know Dﬂl\ cortain natrmal ofhoers cotmecics 1
with the orgamzabion,

"o the average American the mention of e nanwe
stgrests terrorisnt The mentad preture of the o Ko,
to those 1o whom the words congare up any mentad pee
ture at all) is ofa band of white-robed, hooded vider-,
appearmyg mysferioously ont of the darkness and procegd!
my, sifently amd with complele discipline, fo exectite sonw
extria-lepal mission of warning or ol privafe vengennee
That, at least, 13 the reagilott of the averace morthern

P Ey Frank Parksr Stackhridee,  Current Flistere 2Mapacgme ee %ol
¥ £ R IR [ B A
Trimes. 14 1 19-2s. ;-‘Lpnl 153,



18 - THE REFERENCE SHELF

white man, whose knowledge of the Ku Klux Klan 1s
derived entirely from reading or the “movies.” To Jum
it 15 somrething ke the Vigalantes of carly Califorma days
or the “"Might Riders” of the Rentueky tobacoo war b
the carly twenticth contury ;) the words carry to Tis ears
an imnnsiakable lavor of el law, and, 10 e he old
ciiough to have read the writings of Albton W, Tourgée
and other northern authers who wrote of the south in the
reconstruction pertod, he cannot escape the lmplication
of lawless oppressien of the negro by the white.

ATTiTUups oF TiIr NORTI

That substantially the impression set down above s
that prevailing in the north, where any itnpression of the
Ku Khix Klan at all exists, 13 probably a conservative
statement of the fact, Tt was doubtless such an impression
that led the mavor of New York to declare, in a pubhic
letter, that the entrance of the Ku Kiux Klan into the
metropolts would not be tolerated. An assistant district
attorney, Alfred §. Talley, since elevated to the beuch of
the General Sessions, took occasion i the avlumn of
1920, when it was stated i newspaper dispatches thai
the Klan was aboul to extend ils organtzalion intp the
north, to write a letter {0 the newspapers deefaring that
any attempt on the part of the Ka Klux o carey on 1
the county of New Yeork what he reparded as s eus-
tomary activitics wonld be the simal for action by the
cruminal authorities of the county. Mr, Tidley undonhbt-
edly voiced the veneral northern view, at that timc, of the
Ku Kiox Klan.

Alfred J. Talley, Assistant District Attorney of Now
York, when informed of the effoce to organize 3 Ku Klux
Klan m New York City, expressed himself as follows

Therr 13 no toom in the great, broadminded state of New
York for o nn-American an organization as the Ku Klux Klan
The pretension that it apperently makes to patriotisim enforces

Samuel JTohnson's delimition of patriotism, “The last refupe of o
seonrdrel” Ne secrel cath-hovnd ormanization &= needed io pre
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serve and perpetnate devotion to the American government, sor
1o uphold the laws of the land, and the Constitution upon which
ouy government is fonnded.

Mr. Talley referred to the organization as composcd
of “narrow-minded bigots” and “scarebeaded fanapies,
who are opposcil to cvervihing that Abrabam Lincola
sfood lor.

There is oo place Tor them in Now York, and the vitizons
amd real Americans will set their Taces agamst them and ther
wild aspirations.

When this announcement was published on Deceinber
17, W20, Witham Joseph Simmons of Atlanta. L., stol-
ing himselt “Tmperial Wizard of the Ku Klux hlan.
telegraphed Mr. Talley, asking him whether he hatl been
correctly quoted, wherevpon Mro Tallev sent this reply

T was correctly guoted, and my remurks weee directed speeif-
wally at your orgamzation.

As VieEwen ox T SaUTi

To the southern white man, however, the ame of
thix organization brings up a different picture.

“The Ku Klux Klan saved the south™ 15 the expres
stan 1 which he sums up oo phrase o point of view
which has Eroaw nto o hixed tradition 1 the states of the
former Confederacy. Teo the average southern white man
ol today the name of the Wu Klux Klan, atter the lapse
of half a century, tyvpifes all that was hest and finest m
the chitvalry of the old sonth. Tt convevs Lo bim the -
pression of vallaot men resisty toranmy, ol the sabva-
ton of the while race fronw threatencd newro dapnnsiion
(with all that that implied socially as well as polinealiyvy,
and of the rescue of the white womanhood of the snuth
from a frightful and ever-present persl,

The purpose of the Ku Klux Kian has been svmpa-
thetically recorded by Dr. Walter Lonwooed Fleming,
Professor of History in the Vanderbilt Umiverstty, who
cditedd Lester and Wilson's “Flistary of the Ko Klux
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Khn™ and s the avthor of several historical boolis and
articles dealing with the reconstruction period.

“The object [of the Ku Klux Klan] was to protect
the whites durfvg the disorders that followed the Civil
War, and to oppose the policy of the north toward the
south,” says Dr. Fleming m an article in the lncyclo-
paedia Britannica, “The result of the whole movement
was a more or less successtud revolubion against the re-
construction and an overthrow of the governments based
o negro suffrage.”

Chercrn oF Tt (ORDER

Formied in 1805 at Pulaski, Tenn., as a social cluly of
voung white men, with what Dr, Fleming calls “an ab-
surd ritual and a strange uniform,” it was soon discov-
cred by the members that “the fear of it had a great

influence over the lawless but superstitious blacks.” In

the difficult situation conironting the conguered south, it
was inevitable that this power to terrerize shoulkl be
avatled of. “Jpon,” says Dv. Fleming, “the club ex-
panded inte a great Tederalion of regulators, absorbing
numerous focal bodies that hal been Formed o the al-
sence of civil law amdd partalong of the nature of the ofd
tnglish neighborhood pohice and the ante-helium slave
patrol.”

Ku. Klux Klan 1o develop in two or three vears into the
miost powerful fnstrument of regulabion in the whole
south, Dr. Fleming enumerates these:

“The abscnce of stable government m the south for
several vears after the vl War; the carrupt and tyran-
nical rule of the alien, rencgade and negro; the disfran-
chizemoentt of whites: the spread ol wleas ol social and
politicad equality simong the negroes ; fear nf negro insur-
rectioni=; Hhe arminge af the negra militzcand the disars-
v of wliles: outrages upon white women by black men
the influence of porthern adventurers in the Freedmen's
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during the decade after the volliipse i the Confederacs
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Burean amd dthe Unton Teague moalienatiy thye raees; the
humitiation of Confederate soldiers aftes thoey lied e
parcled—in general, the imsecurtty Tefl by southern whites

o

“Tor Invmimor Faenge”

Inits perfect orgamzation the old Ku Klux Kk hal
at 1tx head, with the title of Graml Wizned, Genera] Na-
thann Dedford Torrest, the fermer Confedernte cavaley
teader whom Generadl William Tecipsel Sterman chae-
acterized as Tthe mnst remprkabhe omnn the Uil Ay
produced on etlher side.” TThe Gomnmd Wasaed ruled ihe
“luvisible Empive)” which consisted of the entice i
Over each state or “realm’” presided o " Dragon.”
Counties were “provinces,” ench with iy "Gl 1aan ™
A group of counties was a "Dominion” vuled L a7t
Titan” and local uanits were “eden=” over which the
“Grand Cyclops™ held sway. Staff officers bore ~uch titles
as Genu, Hydras, Tucies, Goblinsg, Night Hawks, Mg,
Monks and Tworks, while mdnidual members wer
Cihouts,

The constitstion of the Ku Kiux Klan, like thar of
the simiar though larger organmization, the Kmghi- of
the White Camelia and several smaller groups haviny
tite same general purposes, contained cortadn decliraiines
of principles which Professor Fleming thas sanumurzes:

To protect and succor the weak and anforbmade. cspeciaily
the widmws and orghans of Confederde soldiers; (o protect
meinbers of the white race 0 lite, hemor and property frong the
encroathments of the Macks: to sppose the Radical Republivan
Party and the Union Le’lﬁue 1o defend constitosicual Hherty,
in prevent tsnrpation, o 'E"T't‘l‘H’IL‘!F"IJ{" e whsbes, anlan }umu
and order, the laws of God, the principles ol 77h aml the
nolitical and social '%n;arrm&f}’ ol the white eace—in short, o
appnse Afvican influence i goverwment and =ooiety ol 1o pre-
vert aty infermingling of the rages,

Nattve whites, largely disfranchised beennee of thelr
nchive participation in the rebellion, formed one molely
nf the social structure of the south af the ol of the
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Civit War; the other part was composed of the newhy
enfranchised blacks, the northern white man {called “car-
pet-baggers™”} who participated in the effort to set up a
negro govermment in the southein states amil 1 modictm
of native whites who eogperated with themw, known s
Useadawars,” The Ka Rhus movement was an effort of
the first ¢inss (o destroy the controb of the seeond clss,

SOME oF e Mernons
Frofessor FFleming says:

T Cﬂl'itrql lhq negro, the Klan played npon his superstitious
ears by having might patrols parares and «drills of silent horse-
nien covered witl} white sheets, carryving skuils witlh couls of Fre
tor eyes, sacks of bounes to rattle and wearing hideous masks, .
Alysterious signs and warnings were sent to disorderly nepro
pobiticians,  The whites whe were responsible for the conduct
of the blacks were wareed or driven away by social or business
ostracism or by violence. Nearly all southerny whites | . | took
~part in the Ko Klux movement, Ay the work nf the sorietics
succeeded they gradually passed out of existence.  In some com-
mupities they {ell into lhe conirol of viofent men and became
simply bands of outlaws . . . and the anarchical aspects of the
movement excited the north to vigorous condemnation.

The United States Congress in 1871-72 enacted laws
intended to break up the Ku Klux and other secret so-
cieties ; several hundred wrrests were made and zeveral
convictions followed, Much of the violenece was checked,
but the movement undoubtedly accomplished its prime
purposes of giving protection to the whites, veducing the
hiacks to order, driving out the “carpet-haggers” und
nullifying the laws that had placed the =outhern whistis
under control of the party of the former slaves.

It is easy to see Trom the above sketeh whenoe hoth
the northetrner and the southerner derive their eonirary
impressions of the organization, The former remembers
the congressional investigations and trials of the Ku Klux
leaders, the evidence adduced af violence and law-hreak-
ing, of the whipping of negroes and of carpet-haggers and
even of men heing dragged from their heds and slain;
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the laiter remtembers, or has had handed down o him
the story of the time when, to quote from Woodrow Wil
son’s “History of the Amertean People,” “adventurers
swarmed out of the nortly, as much the coemies of one
race s of the other, to corzen, beguale amd use the negroes,
The white men were aroused by omere nestinet of sl
presecvilion——udil ab lasl there sprong mto existence o
great Tou Klus Klan, o verdalde cmpive of e south, (o
protect the southern country.”

That the oceasion which gave rise (o the nrieinal Ku
Klux movement was a real crizis, affecting the welfare
and happiness of a whole people, the mmpartial historian
of today mayv well concede; that in meeting the erisi< by
tlte means that were used the south was fAghtmyg for the
preservation of what it deemed right, event hoby, with the
ondy wenpon af itz command, is havdly 1o be controverted.

Kir Rrux Kran Topay

What crisis, what menace to the wdeals and the civil-
ization of any considerable body of people exists tadav
to give vitality to the revival of the Ku Klux Klan after
the lapse of fifty years? Unless some satisfving answer
can be made to that question, fhe subject 1z hardlv one
to he treated seriously; uniess there exists ror it 15 he-
heved hy a great number of persons that there does exists
a real need for the handing together of native-horn white
Christtans m a militant organizatton for mutud profec-
Hon, any organization hased on such a premtise must
evitably Tall to pteces of s own o woerghs Ao while the
nrigmal Ko Klux Klan was parely sectional by i netivs
ties, whereas the vevived Ku Klux Kln is extending it-
held to the entire United States, (he ground for s exis(-
ence and continued growth must be spught i nation
rather than in local conditions.

Part of the answer to the question just prapounded
ts nof difficult to deduce from such of the literature of
the Ku Kilux as is permitfed to be distributed to those
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not affibated wil the organization; part of it s con-
tained i statements by high ofheuls of the organtzation
or published with ther =anction,

- —

- T every bapumirer wribing be e Kio's hegdegpinters
it Adlnta for tnTormabion 1s senl o pronted Torm of ques
tiemnaire. OF the twendy guestions asked om his paper,
which must e Glled oot and signed before further mlor-
mation 15 vouchsaled nige seem to be pertinent to the
point under consideration, These are;

VWere yvour parcents horn in the Uneted States of Nwmeriva?

Ave vou o {wentile uroa Jow?

Svreoyott of the white mace or of o onlored race?

Thy wou helieve in the prinviples of o pune e e nisng ?

[y RN Bcbicyve 1 whte .*-:l!g:lrrn]'.u?}‘?

What s vour polities?

What 12 vour rebisions Taith?

O3 whit religiens Taith are your parents?

o vou avwve ooy kind of alleciauce 1o any Fureipn nutinn,
HOCEORNWNE, InsTEsiion, sech, people, yaler or person !

To the inquirer sendmyg i the queslionnaire satis-
Factorily filled out there Decome avaslable pamphicls giv-
ing detaits of the organization’s present purposes and
principles. To guote from one of these pamphlets:

The parpose ol the moderns Ko Klux Rlan 15 to inenleate the
sacred principles and noble 3deals of chivalry, the development af
character, the protection of the home and the chastity of woman-
lnel, the exemplification of 2 pore aned praciical palrintizm
tosvate] our glorans comry, the prosecsvalum of Ameriean 1desls
wmad nwliknticas, pwed e wmminlensice of white supremacy, L.
Cindy mntive-horn white Amencan cifbeens who helieve o e
tenets o0 the Chestion relizion and who owe s allegignre of
any dJoegree o mabure Iooany Toreloty sovernment or fnstitulion,
rohicsrptie Gr witical, o Ao siny seed, peaple o porsons, are
eligible Tor membership.

Cassies Trrar Are Darien

Five classes of persoms are at once harred by this
pronouncement. They are: (1) negroes, (2} Japanese
amd ather Orientals, (3 Roman Cathohes, (4 Tews,
{-:’} all E“ﬂ’ig‘l‘h!mt‘ﬂ TICESOHNS,
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Without guestionmy the right oF dhe Ko KNux or
any olher organization fo sel ap 85 swi qualibeation -
for membership mel 1o exclnde any adividuat o ws
cronp ol Tdividuaks, s ool Jokerest o node L dle Tom
SERNLII BN |:;H'1ir:1|:ti*|_r exeitale] o this sstinee e, el
i degree varving with bocal comditioms, the sl centers
at present-day racial antagonisnis 1 the Untles] Sades,

Anti-senntic propaganda s more epen aml aelive s
America than at any thne m recent histary,

To the mass miul of America the Irsh guesioon J-
chiely o religious question ; the ssue at stake the congrod
of Treaned by the Roman Cathobe Chareh, aud the pey
sistent effort of the American supporicrs of Snw Fein bo
aronse antagontsm i this country lowarst Fogkand o -ub
e picce ol religious propaganda, (hote regardless i 51:
tritiht or falaitv, there can be no doubl of the wide e
ceptance of this view by o Brge proportion of Profestnt
Americans,

That the Japanese question 154 tremendeoishe it
isste west of the Rockies 1= a0 Tamahar fact to coery news-
paper readler; af 15 equally frie that the anti-fapsmnese
sentiment of the Tactfie coast is shared by a large propor-
tinn of Amernicans 1 other sections, who have bevome
convineed that the mitercsts of the nation are S STRINENAY
menaced by Fapanese oceupation of Caltforniy Bmds il
thit wie with Japan miany oceur al any tinee,

T Neorn (Oepstex

New mpelous e Been given to the nesyo opiestion,
mare  partifubly dn the soutin ut G some extent
theoughout the country, be conditions arising fron the
war. The great demamd Tor Tabor during the war Iroughs
ahont the greatest migration i histary of negroes fron
the soulh to the north. Fhgh wages, north and weoath,
vatserd the negro For a thme to unheard-of ptuicles o
auence. Then the sadden slhump in business threw back
o ubleness theusands who had become accastomed 1)
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“eagsy money.” Many ol these found themselves hun §
dreds of wiles Irom their homes with no means of e 4
turning; farge [ractions of the whole number had for-
gotten their old habit of docilty m thew briel perod of 4
fmanciat mdependence aml veniurod o assert thetr rights
as citizens o manner oftensive to the dominant white
race,

Renewed agitation for the recognitton of the negro on
the ptanc of compleie equabity with the whites was one
of the wmevitable resulis of the war conditions that pul
the neern worker on the smume coemonde plane with the
white workman; the negro seldier and officer Into the
same uniform and the same service as the white soldier,
The demands of the National Association For the Ad-
vancement of the Colered Teople for the abolition of
segregation of the races in the government departments
al Washington, the reduction of Congressional representa-
tion in the southern states in praporiion as the negro is
distranchised, the pardon of the 1mprisoned soldiers of
the Twenty-fourth Infantry held in Leavenworth for the
Houston riots, the abolition of “Jim Crow” cars on inter-
state rartroad trans and the appentment of negro As-
sistant Secretaries of Labor and Agriculture are pointed
to by officials of the Ku Klux Xlan as proof that white
supremacy 15 now acutely and nationally menaced. Tlhe
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
Peaple, in turn, has included in its published statement
af purposes "The defeat, by every legitimale menns, of
the nefariouns Ku Klux K, Loth south and oorth,” =0
the issue here, af feast, 15 squarely joined,

NATIONAL LN PANSTAON Sotar

It 15 on such grounds as those just envmerated that
the revived Ku Klux Klan haszes its expectation of ex-
tending hevond the houndaries of the south. It has heen
i existenee, this present-day suceessor of the old Ky
Klux, since the latter part of 1015, when {t was chartered
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as a lggitnnate fraternal orgamization by the stale of
Georgia, The ongmator of the ides ol reviving the old
institution under the old name was Colonel William Jo-
seph Simmons of Atlanta, now Trofessor wi Southern
History in Lanier Umversity, Associated with i i ihe
apphcation for a charter from the state of Geargra were
three surviving members of the old ko Klux Kl By
virtue of this fact the new Klan declares itsell, m it~ oome-
stitution, (o he the only legttmmate herr ol e origiog]
oreanization, with sole rights to al] W signs, svmbaols, e
galias, ete, Moz organized on simtdar lines 1o the origng]
Ku Klux Kilan, with solar, though <hshtly different,
titles for its officers. Colonel Stmmons 1 the “huperiai
Wizard” or supreme head of the order, the Jull title of
which 1z "The Tnvisible Empive, Knights of the Kua Klusx
Klan.” The old regalta ot white robe il pomted cap
covering the face of the wearer 1s retamned by the new
argamization, which clamms to be fully organized rthrough-
aut the south and to have a considerable number of ncal
nuclet planted in half or more of the states.

TRETENDS v Urnien Joaw

Cooperation with the authovities of the law 12 et forth
as one of the tenets of the revived Ku Kiux Rian. Be-
vause certam individuals at varions times have commitiee]
acts of violence under cover of darkness aml shielided e
masks and robes somewhat resembling the officia resatin
of the Ku Klox Kian,” savs one of the organization's
afficial pronouncements, “they have been classel o mem-
bers of this organization. The Ko Klux Kl i< 4 stricidy
ow-abiding orgamization, and every mombey = ~wirn o
uphold the law at all times and o assisl officers of 1he
law in preserving peace andd order whenever the occasion
may arise, and any member violating this oatl would Lo
hanished forever from the orgamzation,

Among the princples for which this sreanmization
stanids are: Suppression of graft by public offive holders -
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preveuting the canses af nob yviolence and lynchings ; pre-
venting unwarrianled stvthes by Toregn agitators ;) senst-
ble and patriotic immigration Luys; sovereignty of siate
rlghits under the Constitnlin separalion of ehurch anil
state, and Trecdom of speech amd press, o frecdom saeh
as does ol sirike al nor mapertt gy govermoent or 1he
chieri=hed fnstivdions of ouwre peaple,” T

Awong the membership of dhe old Ko Klus Ko
woere many nocilern solliers, members of the anny of
secupation sent nlo the south after the Civil YWac 1o pre-
serve orider sawd maintain the reconstructim governments
1 power. In the new Ko Blax Klan, tf s stated, are to
he Tound stote, couniyv amd mumcipat officials of every
degree, police uthcers amd men, as well as o number of
Uinited] Staies officials, Senators and members of Lon-
Sress,

(3w E TasTamner ar CIPERATIING

Hew e Rlan operates miny best be o mndicated by
gquoliny from statements publicty made by authovity ol s
national officials. Dirmangham, Ala, recently had a “wawg
nf crime.” The Kua Klux Klan offered its services to the
ciiy officials to help stamp out evil conditions. The offer
was aceepted, and the seven hundred local members -
recled therr efforts i seorvetl, agmmst crnnnals and un-
destrables” of hoth races. Their claim that they rendered
valualle assistance to the pohice s supported hy the [aci
that they assert that the Clnef of Pohice of Dimnngham
sent 4 tetearint to the Chiel of Pohice of Nashville, Tenn,,
whaen he tesened that o hraneh of the oreamzation was 1o
e estnbbished theve, hearttly endorsing the Ko Klox
miyvenent. They elaim thay many such letters anid tele-
oM of eivdorserment Tron mavors, sheerffs and chiefs of
pohice of southern cities are on file in the Klan's heped-
tprariers,

In Jacksonvitle, T¥la., the method of a public parade at
night was adapted. Several hundred members of ihe
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i Klan, garbed in robes and hoods, rode through the eity,

L
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scattering printed placards which read:

WaARNIMG—UNDESIRABLES, BOTH WIFITE AXE BLACK. W KXoy
voll TTITEs LOuAEING, THIEVING AND PRI LING RO X MR S
oran s oe 0 ko ke s

A gl officiad of the Ko Klux R [ohd the winley of
aothrmatic though less spectacnia demonstration of the
organizaiion’s methods, Tle stated thal moone wvity, an
which 1t was well organized, an mvestigation e onrder
tving conditions making for crime and disorder mulicated
that the cluef trouble lay i the manner o wlhich one +
the city’'s courts was conducted. A special compmmiter, b

says, with an expert investigator emploved, spent woeeks
1 drawing up what amounted to an 1t1£h1;,imt,1h ol i
tudge of this court, The document was bandeld {0 1he
judge with a letier, signed by the Ko Kiux Ktan, a-king
hitt Lo rewd the charees and to realize thae s futuee
coerse would be as carclully sorntmized as Tos pasl e
tions. He stated there was no threat, neo demand for in-
restgnation; on the contrary, the beliel was exprosasd
that hu: couldt and would reform the condinons o his

court. “A vear later,” said the ofbaal who told this <toys .
T owas talkimg with o very cimineol jovi-1 whn wa-
[ambiar with the conditions mo s courte e <nid

the improvement that had been observed inoats wne.hut
lad beoen a matter of the greatest gratibeadion 1o hinn, ol
that Tie had been imable o nceont Tor ot il b ogobd L
how 1t was hroaght abogt.”

The power of the Wu Khux Klan tadav, ke r]at% f
its protoivpe of il a century ago, Hes in ]]Hﬁ “Crrey ]
myvstery with whrch o aod g opecttions are surren thl-.
Tix micmbers are known ooly to cach other wnd mar 10
Jiselinie the fact of their membership 1o putsider-. o
sle” the Kian nonc can know swhether s warnmes arve
rqu:-rl by den men or thousamls oy t:u*mm"m}.. T
fRC as=vrtion thal there 35 no necd sund ne ooy for
an extra-legal nstitution o enforce o and prdes, the
oftwers of the Klan pomt to the newspaper ehraniche. o
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crime and disorder in every part of the country. To the |

charge that they are a negre-whipping orgamization, thriv-

g on race prejudice, they reply that no Iaw-aliding

person of any race, creed or eolor has anything to fear
from thent; they assert that they ave the triends of cvery
self-respecting man, black or white, but that they mam-
tain the mherent superioriy of the Caucasian stock, and
that their order intends to use every legitumate means to
retain 1t in control of America.

KU KLUX KLAN~WHO—WHY—WHAT’
The history of civibzaton has many instatces in

and swept all before i, and often these revolutions of
. thought have found expression in secret orders.

| The Maccabeans, the early Christians, the Crusaders,
the Reformation, the French Revolution, Cromwell’s
Commonwealth, the Boston Tea Party and many other
great solvents in civilization were only able to effectively
- oppose the estabhshment of, or throw off the »oke of,
- tyranny by shrouding their work o secrecy during the
wovement’'s variy stages.

Among the great secret movements of the world's
history that have heen hrought into existence to vight the
wrongs of humanity, there ix no more shinmg example
than the original, genuine order of the Ku Klux Klan
whiclh was arganized in 1860, and after accomplishing jts
noble purpose, walimferily disbanded by order of its
Grand Wizard, General Nathan Dedford Forrest, in the
vear 1870

The Ku Nivxy Kilan—The Invisible JLmpire—was the
great 1dea of American reconstruction. We say “Ameri-
can reconstruction” for the reason that all America was
affected by reconstruction inlluences. The south most of
all, yes, but nevertheless—all; for the greal threat to the
white race that loomed on the harizon of the sowth woudd

P From A RO of the Ko Klux Kla,. Ko Khis Klan Tress, Atlagta,
Creprgia.
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s have spread throughout the entire mation, had not e
white robe of the Ku Klux Klan kept unrevealed those
- courageous and devoted hearts that were consecrated to
saving the Angio-Saxon civilization of our country, pro-
tecting the homes and well-heing ob our people and shield-
ing the virtue of womarnhood.

A The original Ku Klux were nof cutfaws or moral do-
generaies, nor did they perpetrate outlawry. Thev were
mien of moral and social standing and their leaders were
men of sterling character and unquestioned culture. They
reverently bowed to the soul of rcal fow and swore to
enforce its principle of justice, protection and the pu-
sult of happiness. Thelr strong arm fought valiantly to
the preservation of the mntegrnity of the race against the
creelty of base, unjust and tyrannical legistation and 1n-
sufferable conditions created by a horde ol conscience-
less, diabolical, greed and lust-crazed adventuvers that
swarmed down from the north to use the negro for thew
own damnable, selfish ends. These adventurers poisoned
the min<s of and brutalized the inotfensive negro wnl
converted many of them mto human beasts by thesr cheap
whiskey and glarving promises of rich reward aml loosed
them armed and mflamed upon the saceed privileges and
persons of the suffering and defenseless southern ;trf:r;ph
 The Ku Klux Khm stoieh firmly pon the solemn
promuese of the federal government made- throueh Gens
cral Grant to General Lee, and dbhe nights of atirens
vouchsafed by the Constitufion and it swore allegrmee
to the principles of that Constitution. It wis the defender
of justice, the enforcer ef civil and rvacial law and the
rreat regulator of the galling 1rregulanities of proxiitutedd
daw at the hands of so-called men, the mentionmyg of
whose names is an insult to the Dlond of the race of
Catteasian stock. It strack [rom the neck of the wounidedd,
blecding, pauperizedd and prostrated south the dirty bheel
of the degenerated oitlaw --the “sealasway™ and the Tear
pet-hagger” and the misgurrded, hst-crazed negro, o
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made possible the birth of the greatest nation of all time
—the re-United States of America; it destroyed the fii-
natic’s vile hope of the amalgamation of the races, firmly
established the most valuable heritage of the race—white
supremacy—iforever, and restored the people of Whash-
ington, Jefferson, Marion and their compatriots in the
founding of the nation to their nghtful place in the
peerless pleasure of American citizenship.

In all history no peaple has ever euffered such tos-
turous humiliation and endured such intense woe as the
people of the south during the frightful night of the
American reconstruction, and God only knows what the
uttimate result would have been had the atrocious recon-
struction scheme of those contemptible politicians whe
conceived and engineered it gone on to a suceessful con-
. Eummatmn |
~ /" The raost vicious and deadly enemies of both races

* f;’fwere the dirty carpet-bagger and his vile henchmen—

‘ the scalawag—who together controlled the Freedman’s
Bureau and nfher organizations and perpetrated the most
abominable outrages on humanity known in the annals of
civilization, They had at their beck and call the com-
»- hined powers of a great nation well trained in arms, and
- detachments of troops were 1 every county in the south.
- By them the law and the Constitution were regarded as
- “mere scraps of paper”; for, under the so-called martial
" law the whim and word of every petty military com-
: mandant was enforced and no one dared to question,
dispute or complain, No man’s home was safe, the chas-
. tity of womankind was not secure, and the property right
. of the people was a thing of the past,
- This was the terrible condition, unparalleled in his-
tory, which was ruthlessly imposed upon the southern
people. The devil and his most infamous imps held un-
disputed sway. The night was dark; for all the stars
had gone out. To correct this condition and to break
the greedy grasp of this unutterable tyranny called for
mystery and action ; mystery complete, and action drastic,
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courageous, certain, swift and sure. In the providence
of God the Ku Klux Klan arose, a mighty impulse of an
_dnconquered race, a veritable and invisible empire to save
the southern country and to destroy an organized force
of diabolism that threatened the whole nation.
The work of that mystic society was mdeed well done.
It met the combined force against it and through many
yvears of dangerous and strenucus strife it won, and in
winning it brought order out of chaos, replaced fanatical,
pernicious persectution with perpetual peace; the wail of
poverty with the music of prosperity; mnsolent indolence
with industry and thgift, and compelled the whole world
to recognize the racial barriers erected by the Creator of
races and preserved from an everlasting legalized con-
tamination the sacred blood of the Caucasian race.
- Through 1t night triumphed over might; an unscrupulous
mifitary dictatorship was forever removed, Constitutional
law was re-enthroned, righteous justice was re-estab-
lished among men and the sovereign rights of the people
respected, It did more toward cementing anew the alien-
ated states of our nation into an indissoluble Unton than
any other organized force. It harbored no prejudice and
perpetrated no injustices; it committed no malicious
wrong and accomplished its intricate, fitanic task and
achieved its noble mission and purpose “without fear and
without reproach.” |
A greater achievement in all history was never accom-
plished for culture, civilization and humanity. The men
of that society were the champions of real liberty and the
peerless paragons of a pure patriotism. A great courage,
a dauntless spirit, 2 manly, s#ecessary mission and lofty
ideals were the actuating principles of those valiant men.
The Xu Klux Klan by its unselfish, pairiotic achieve-
metit stands. pre-eminient as the pteatest.order of real!

-

i e =

chivalry the world has ever known, and its members were.
the tioblest Herdes in the great world’s history. In sim-

plejiistice should their sacred memory be forgotten?
Should their patriotic achtevements be lost to posterity?



34 THE REFERENCE SHELF

Shall we of this and those of future generations allos
the cruel calumny satanic slander and Hagrant falscy:
roods heaped upon them for the past half-century to pass
be repeated and go unanswered by an accurate and honest.
revelation of the whole fruth, and sufter our progeny to
believe that they are under disgrace by being descendants
of a degraded and beastly ancestry? No! No!i Nott!
No real man in ali America will consent t¢ such a crime
against the heroic dead. Hence, a great smemoria! is now
_being built to commemorate those men and perpetuate
their spiritual purpose and ideals. This monumeni shall
be constructed of re¢al Amertcan manhood and cast in the
proportions and character of a great fraternzl order and
it 1s and shall be known as the

INVISIBLE EMPIRE
EnicaTs of THE Ku Krux KrLaw

The noble ride of the Ku Kiux Klan is immortalized
by their accomplishments, and is memorialized by the
men of today who appreciate the chivalric, holy and pa-
triotic achievements of the original Kian in the perma-
nence of this great fraternity. The spirit of the Ku Klux
Klan still lives, and should live a priceless heritage to be
sacredly treasured Dy all those who love their country,
regardless of section, and are proud of its sacred tradi-
tions. That this spirit may live always to warm the hearts
~of manly men, unify them by the spirit of a holy clan-
ishness, to assuage the billowing tide of fraternal aliena-
tion that surges in human breasts, and inspire them to
achieve the highest and noblest in the defense of our
country, our race, our homes, each other and humanity
15 the paramiount tdeal of the Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan—a great institution composed of men of character
and mtelligence, men who aspire to that which is noble
for themselves and humanity, |

A few survivors of the old Klan were among “the
chatter members of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
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and old Klansmen whe can qualify are taken into the or-
2 der without cost and shall be known as *Klansmen-
s Emeritus,” or “Qriginal Klansmen,” for they are worthy,

A Bacrep Dury—A Preciovs PrRIVILEGE

A true American cahnot give a higher and more sin-
cere expression of appreciation of and gratitude for what
was accomplished by our fathers in the defense of home
and the sacred rights of our people than by becoming a
“citizen of the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan." He cannot align himself with any institution that
will mean so much for himself, his home and his country
as this great order.

It STarvps For

A America first: First in thought, ficst in affections and
first in the galaxy of nations. The stars and stripes for-
ever above all other and every kind of government in the
whole world.

B Benewvolence: In thought, word and deed based upeon
justice and practically applied to all. To right the wrong;
to succor the weak and unfortunate; to help the worthy
andd to relieve the distressed.

C  Clonishness: Real fraternity practically applied—
standing by and sticking to each other m all things hon-
orable. Encouraging, protecting, cultivating and exempli-
fying the real “fraternal human relationship” to shieid

‘and enhance each other’s happiness and welfare. A de- -

voted, unfailing loyalty to the principies, mission and pur-
poses of the order in praomaoting the highest and best in-
terest of the community, state and nation.

What it 13: It is a standerd fﬂ:tﬁfmi order enfﬂrc:lng
fraternal conduct, and not merely a “social assaciation.”
It is a duly incorporated, legally recognized institution,
honest in purpose, made in sentiment and practical in re-
sults that commands the hearty respect of all respectable
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people throughout the nation, It is not encouraging or §
condoming any propaganda of religious intolerance nor §
racial prejudice. It is an association of real men who be-
lieve in being something, in doing things worth while and
who are m all things 100 per ceni pure American. Yet
it is vastly more than merely a social fraternal order,

Its initsal purpose: An enduring monument to the
. valor and patriotic achievements of the Ku Klux Klan.
That this monument be not embaodied in eold, emotionless
stone, but in living, pulsating human hearts and active
human brains, and find a useful expression in the nobility
of the character of real manly men; this is the only me-

morial that will adequately befit the memory of the valiant
Ku Klux Klan. -

Its limeage: The most sublime lineage in history, com-
memorating and perpetuating, as it does, the most daunt-
less organization known o man.

Its secret: Sacred guardianship to the most sacred
cause.

Its courage: The soul of chivdlry and virtue’s 1m-
penetrable shield. The impulse of an ancongquered race.

Its teachings: To inculcate the sacred principles and
noble ideals of the world’s greatest order of chivalry;
and direct the way of the initiate through the veil of
mystic philosophy into the Empire Invisible.

Its characier: The noblest concepts of manhood ideal-
ized in thought and materialized in practice in afl the
relationships of life. Mystery and action; mastery and
achievement.

Its ritualism.: Ts vastly different from anything in the
whole universe of fratermal ritualism, It is altogether
- original, weird, mystical and of a high class, leading up
- through four degrees. Dignity and decency are its marked
features. It unfolds a spiritual philosophy that kas to do
with the very fundamentals of life and living, here and
hereafter. He who explores the dismal depths of the
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mystic cave and from thence attains the loftf,r beights of
supermr knighthood may s:t among the gods in the Em-
e pire Invisible,

fts patriotism: An uncompromizing standard of pure

¥ Americanism untrammeled by alien influences and free
t fromm the entanglements of foreign alliances. Proclaim-

ing the brotherhood of nations but wedding none, thereby
unyielding in the dignity of our own independence and
forever faultless in our freedom,

fts massion: Duty—without fault, without faii, with-;

fts society: The practical fraternal feliowship of men

whose standard 13 worth not wealth ; character, not cash,

courageous mathood based upon hotor untarnished by

. the touch of hypocrisy or the veneering of society’s sel-

fish social valuations.

Its place:- In the heart of every “true American,”
alongside of every other fraternal arder, and in its arigi-
nal casting, unique mannerism, sacred sentiment, noble
purpose and peculiar mysticism it is separate and apart

from any and all and peerle&s_inits\cﬁsﬁxiﬂve peculiart-

_—

Its fraternity: Not merely reciting in ceremony pretty,
time-worn platitudes on brotherly love, but to enforce a
fraternal practice of clanishness; thereby making devotion
to its standard worth while. “The glory of a Klansman
1s to serve.”

fts origin: This great institution, as a patriotic, ritual-
istic fraternal erder, is no hastily “jumped-up”affair. It
has been in the making for the past twenty years, It is
a product of deliberate thought. The one man (William
Joseph Simmons) who is responsible for it conceived the
idea twenty years ago. For fourteen years he thought,

studied and worked to prepare himself for its launching.

He had dedicated his life to this noble cause, He kept
his own counsel during these vears and in the silent
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recesses of his soul lie thought aut the great plan, During k
the early days of October, 1915, he mentioned his am-§
bition to some friends, among whom were three menk
who were hona-fide members of the original Klan when§
it disbanded, they most heartily cooperatéd with him.§
Having met with such encouragement he invited several §
of his friends to a meeting on the night of October 26th,
1915, at which time he unfolded his plans, and as a re- g
sult all present, thirty-four mn number, signed a petition §
for a charter, The petition was accepted and on Thanls- §
giving night, 1915, men were seen emerging from the g
shadows and gathering around the spring at the base of §
Stone Mountain (the world’'s greatest rock, near Atlanta,
Ga.) and from thence repaired to the mountain top and ;
there under a blazing fiery cross, they took the vath of
allemiance to the Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. The charter was issued hy the state of
Georgia, December 4th, 1915, and signed by Honorable
Philip Cock, Secretary of State. In the development of
the order a petition was made to the Superior Court, Ful-
ton County, Georgia, for a special chatter, and said char-
ter was issued July ist, 1916. The Imperial Wizard isxued
his Imperial Proctamation July 4th, 1916

And thus on the mountain top that night at the mid-
night hour while men braved the surging blasts of wild
wintry mountain winds and endured a temperature far
helow freezing, bathed in the sacred glow of the fiery
cross, the Invisible Empire was called from its stumber
of half a century to take up a new task and -fulfill a new
mission for humumtvs gaod and to call back to maortal

habitation the good ﬂngel of practical fraternity among
Iren.

PRERFQUISITES TO CITIZENSHIP IN THE [NVISTRLE
EMPIRE

This order is founded upon dependable character. It
i3 not an ultra-exclusive institution, but ita membership
1s composed of “picked” men.
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'No man is wanted 1n this order who hasn’t manhood
enough to assume a real cafh with serious purpose 1o
keep the same inviolate.

No man is wanted in this order who will not or can-
not swear an ungualified allegtance o the government
of the United States of America, its flag and its Constitu-
tion,

No man is wanted in this order who does not esteem
the government of the United States above any other
government, civil, political or ecclesiastical, in the whole
world.

No man is wanted in this order who cannot practice
real fraternity toward each and every one of his oath-
bound associates.

Only native-born American citizens who helieve in
the tenets of the Christian religion and owe no allegiance
of any degree or nature to any foreign government, na-
tion, political institution, sect, people or person, are eligi-

ble.

Because certain mndividuals at various times have -

committed acts of viclence under cover of darkness and
shielded by masks and robes somewhat resembling the
offtcial regalia of the Ku Klux -Kilan, they have been
classed as members of this organization. The Kun Klux
Klan 1s a strictly law-zhiding organization and every
member 1$ sworn to uphold the law in preserving peace
and order whenever the ograsion may arise, and any mem-
ber vielating this oath whpuld be banished forever from
the orgamization. In oth¢r words, it is a practical fra-
ternal order pledged to wHolesome service, and not merely
a flashy social associatio

Among the principles’ for which this organization
stands, in addition to those already enumerated, are: sup-
pression of graft by public ‘officeholders; preventing the
cayses of mob-violence andilynching; sensible and pa-
triotic smmigration Jaws; separation of church and state
and freedom of speech and press, a freedom of such that

———

s
L
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does not strike at or imperil our government or the cher
1shed institutions of onr peaple.

If there be any wiite American citizen wha owes al-
teglance to no Aag but fhe Star Spanglel Banner awd
who canout subsertbe to and support these principles ot
hun Torever hehd Tivs preace, [ov he s basely unworthy of
the great Bag amd s governmoent 1hat guarauiees to him
Uie, liberty and the pursmit of happiness. Thuat person
who actuvely opposes these great principles is & duangerows
ingredient in the body polrtic of our country and an enemy
to the weal of owr national commonwealth,

The Ku Klux Klan of today nides on, not upon the
hacks of faithful steeds, but in the mind, heart and sonl
of every true white American citizen who loves our sreat
country and whao giuriﬁ:ﬁ i the name America, aned whi
15 honest enouph as o gratetul son to perpetnally memo-
ralize the herosm of our fathers anmd transimtt the boon
of our priceless hentage untarmshed, vncorrupted and
unstained to the generations who follow us that the lusicr
of our age may increase in splendor.

The Knights of the Ko Klux Klan, regardloss of
statements made to the comtrary, either through gnorance
or with deliberate intent to msrepresent it, has not made,
15 not now making and does not tntend to make any hght
on the Roman Catholic church as s religious mnstitution,
but it will unalterably and unequivocally oppose any move
of the Catholic church or of any other chureh, individasat
or prganization, which atternpts 1o bring about a com-
hination of cliurch and state in the Uinted States,

The ku Klux Klan does oppose the attitade of the
Catholic church on our public school svstem, beheving
that the public scheols as an mstitution should be pro-
tected from its enemies regaidiess of who they may be.

The Ku Klux Klan concedes to every man the right
to worship God as he sees fit and in his own way, or to
worship Him not at all, and while it adheres sinctly to
the tenets of the Chnstian religion it secks no quarrel
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with nrdividual o orgmmzation beeause of religtous <9
terences.

Inots attttride towarid the largw {ewish populaton of
thos country the Kinghis ol the Kn Klus Rlan have
plaved square. While s organiers were Tullv aware thid
there are thousjoeds of Jewsh Ctizens ol the Lnnned
States whose fovalty (o the United =iates government 1~
mruestioned amd wha bhelieve = principles wed nsii-
tutions, 1t was decided o drow the lne because 110 e
ey of the Jewish Tatly, atter he cante mio the organiza-
tion, colld be happy or contented with rhe fellowship Lo
found on the mside tor the yveryv simple rea~on that 1he
entire teaching of the order 15 thal our present vivilizs
ton rests upon the teachings of Jesws Uhiri=t A evees
Tenlee meeting Jesus Christ o Tnwded and s weachmg-
expountdert and the constiution el regubiiens of the
avdler set Torth that the Hving Cheist 3= the Khounan '
crilerion of character.

Therefore, even thotgh muany Jews coulid aml wonll
gqualify for membership m s orgavization 51w okl
have been unjust to atlow the few (o enter mio tellony-
Jiip with the organization by appealing to his patrioti=m
anil then have him cease to attentd Lecause overy merling
woulidd be out of hammony with Ins religious soanvciicn-.

Thus the organizatiom has deprived sell ol o e
bodyv of members 1y ts determination o Uplav the gawe
seppre wilh the Jew ax weoll s the Trentile, We wnuler
statil that the Jews m thes country bave then own e
triotic organizations, through wluch Tovalty to e Linted
Seates government, s Hag and all that w reprosents -
constantly being institled o the minds and hearts o e
members of their race aned with these oroanirations woe
are in thorough and hearty accorl,

The Ku Klux Kl b nol the enemy of the aegr,
[t opposes, and will conbinue to oppose, the efioris of
cortaim negvo organizalions and peeiadicals which e
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ovng e seeds of disconient aml racial hateed amony
the nogroes of tlas comndry by prescling and teaching
social equality. AWe Dolteve 1t s prssible Tor the races tc
live togetier o peace ol ity ondy gpon comlition tha
cach riwe recogmize the righls and provileges of 1o ogher,
Yel we hold it ebligatory apon the negro race,
upon all sther coloved races it America to recogmze thal
they are hving m the fawd of ithe whiie race aned Dby
cortrlesy ol Uhe while rce id that the white race can-
not he expecied 1o survender to any othes vace, wilther g
whole or in pare, the vconlrol of itx wvital and Towdamental
vovermmentad o ffaies,

There are righls wiaclh Lhe negra mee and 21 other
eodored races have as cizens of s engudry swhich ghe
white rice- ihe roling race- -tz bownd 1o respect, I
thev must not, nnbivelaally or eollectively, lose sight ol
the ot that the white race 15 the robing vace by righl ol
mtheritance med that 11 does not ilend to swrvemnder (s
vight or to compromise 11 with any other race -black,
red, vellow or hrown,

Let the negro race, and all othey races living witlun
e borders, advaoce v develop and prosper ] thal
they iy, bod Tet st he done throngh her own instibidions
and within thelr own rmce without encrochmenl upeon
the rivhts of other races, Let them wwlerstand thag m
the long run the whitec man always bas proved lomsedl the
pruest [nend amd the safest counsellor of all siher mees
in whatever fud oc eline the races have cote m cone
fact sk B them not e misled by Fabse prophiets whe
For personal gaie, appeal to thenr passions sl prepshices
Ly wild promises That they know can never e TalfiHed,

The Ko Klux Klm s nof anti-labor, as 1 proved by
the fact thal a Inrge percentage ol s mombership s com-
posed of umon and nonawmon clements of {abor o all
parts of the Ulnited States, Neithoer is it anti-capital, un-
less capital should become fvrammical moais atbitide 1o the
eoveriment of the United States or the penple.
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The organization 1= now exionding s menber-bap
practically in every stale winl the combineal mvreise 1o sl
stafes [or several nosthe laes leen approounatch, one
thousumml per day.

Fhe LX Prinse ol the vrgazationt worle = kept down
to the mmimum possible cost and all tunds o0 the onley
are properly and honorablv handfed o busiessbhe wa,
and the Tmanciat records are accurate aml conpivte mnd
sttt mspection at any THITG 11y A0y Ieinber of 1
bers of the organization. All personz haniling Tuwds
the order are under bond snd oo Tuneds are pand oo es
copt tpon approval of tho proper oficomb o el depart
ment of the work, the geneval Tuwls of the order beimng
stubjeet o check onby by the Tmperal Tressurer mnd the
Iipersal Wizard,

Nooofficiad of the orgamization s prolitimge (oo e
Forbls reeeived Iy the organvalion aned aldb nooe coaning
Fronn the varions Klans 'H]il as o resull of ]+ NIRRT e téls
1= beme put inte a reserve lund or propesty Jor the S
cul strengthening of the orgamization. (Mhcials o ihe
Ku Klux Klan are on salary and any omoember ap sy
thme can ascertain the exact amounl of ~alithes il
They are all reasonable and Bomost wmstmree-, 11 anoins
comsiclerably less than the same wwlividuals conld reeene
tor the same work in commercial life.

The home given to Colonel Wilan Toseph Sunona-,
the Troperial Wizard, was the 270 of the imlivedond e
bers of the Knights of the Iu Rlux Kl the veanlt ol
rree-will offerings to the Ted o s el iowas pa
rhased, Not a dollar of tle Tunds o the order e pone
mto the cost of the home. s o nadier of Swor The voe
vnttee 1y charge of the @l st hos some fomls Lo s
ts complete the payment. Most of the it o tla- Dol
were under K5,

The organizalion quite recently s nmule fwo fnveat
ments, one of which was deemed absolutely coaentind o
keep pace with the tremendous growth of the orier sl
to handle its constantly icreasing business, and the other
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a pronouncedly cssential fealure in s work of teaching
and preachmyg real Americanisn, |

The first was the purchase of a commedious building
lot ot Peachivee Road 1 Atanta, Ga, to be used as the
Inperial Palace, or national headguariers of the Knights
of e Ku Klus Klano The othier was the pareleese ol
bonner Umiversaily v Atlania,

Colonel Stmmons was electad president of  Lander
Lintversity witl power to appoint a new Bonrd of Fros-
ees, representimg all sections of the country. it has been .
comducted as a Daptist mstitution for several years buf
m the fubuve will be non-denominational. it co-edu-
cational and s doovs are open to the =ons and daughters
of all American atizens who helieve that real Amen-
cari=m should he taught the vouth of America. Students
of Laner University, regardless of what other courses
they may take, arc reguired o ke a cowse on e Con-
sttt o the United Siates and o course i Dible sty

Iecrry Fres

Membership in this order cannot be bought; it s given
as 2 reward for servige unselfishly renderved. If yvou
really believe In the order, and wil] practice its principles,
and contarm to s regulations and wsages and contribute
the swm of $10 toward 1t propagation and can otherwise
gualify, then membership is awarded you upon this ser-
vice rendered and pledge of future fidelity to the institu-
tion. This 15 nof o selhsh, mercenary, commuaercialized
propostton, bt the direct apposite,

Tl INVISIDLE EMPIRE
DWNIGHTS OF THIL KU KLUX KLAN
(frcorporated)

OnyecTs AxDp PURPOSES
ArricLe T1

section ¥, The objects of this Order shall he—a common
hrotherhood of strict regulations for the purpose of cultivating
and promoting real patriofism toward our Civil Government: to
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practice an honorable clanishness toward cuch olher; e oxe
emphiv a practical benevolence; 1o shicld the sanciiy of In
home and the chastity of wﬂ}m*mh*mt! to malntniy white =i
premacy; to teach and faithfully incuicate o high spiritan] phi-
tosophy throuch an cxalted atoalises, ol L o practead des el
ness b CONSCTYC, profect andd mnintin 11143 'hu;mrma R AT S IR
rights, pravileges, prinviples a wl akents of & poee Canerieaniesn,

sSee. 20 Pooereale ared maindaim s metitndien Dy aond oot
which the prosent and soceecding sceneealions shall commenioraie
anid moemorabize 1he great saceifioe, chivalme service sl patriste
achivvemoents of oar ongmal Sociely—the oy Klas Bhor of (s
recopsiruction peried ot SAamcerca: Rizlory,

See, 30 This Order isoan institution of covaloy, Euhmmjh
justice, and patriotism; cmbodying 1n 18 yrenius anil prin g
alt that is chivalric in Ln::rnf:lisu nohle 10 sontine . grnerlis g
manhoot and patmotic in purpose: 15 pectilar olipects Teing
Firee T prolect the weak, the innovend, and the defopselys-
from the indignitics, wroogs and outrages of the Losloss he
vietent and the brutal; to relieve the wjured and oppressed . b
sucrcot the spffering ﬂm“l unfortunate, c=pecially worthy widon-
and orphans.  Yecond--To protect and defend the Dosstilates
cf the United Siates ol Aaeeries, aod oll hews possed 00 4o
formrty theretn, and o protech the sbates jenl the people theeess
froom all mvasion of ther mehts thermimder Trom sy ez
whatsocver, lird—TFo il amd gssist b Ahe execnlien o0 il
constitutional laws, and to preserve the hegor and dunin o th
slate by opposing tyranny, moany aud overy {]{"'rm’ Al epepges
irom vy sz CVErY sOource wh.lt*yz}{:wr EH. | |f"'l|t13af—”- a1t ool
sdmintstration [}f jthtice to proniptiy ol properly el ey
behest of Duty Ywithout fear and witheur repenach”

IMPERIAL PROCLAMATION

0o - ‘L 1l L el . | IR " B T R S T S R

To Aty Finns, PEorLE, Triges axn T t
FIE mei-:icz-: orF Law axn Orovs. e anve Tosto.
or THE Woone Farrn, (rrerisg:

I, amd the cibizens ol {he |13t '[':1E1;';;1|'r !In'nn_:h Tigs . frles.
claim to yvou as follows,-.

We, the memtbers of thes Oeder dlesivine Lo promels el
patriotism toward our Civil Cliovernment s hoeonoralile pesoe s
mett Al nations; protection Tor and happiness 10 the o of
our people; love, real brotherhood, nrinth and manhaem] somons
ourselves, and i s}ﬂrin justicr and fraderndy umong sll mankned
and believing we can best accomphish these oo Tt rprsee
through the channet of 2 high class movstic, socinl, puatriolie, b
nevolent association, having a perfected Fodge svstem, with

"From A B C of the Ku Rlur Kilan. Ku Klux Kian Tres.. Atlants
{iegrgia.
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exalted ritualistic form of work and an effective form of govern-

ment, not for seffish profit but for the mutual belterment, benehit

and protection of all our oath-bound associates, their welfare

Ehysicall}r, socially, morally and vocationally and their loved ones;
D .

ProcratM 10 THE WHoL: WorLp

that we ar¢ dedicated to the sublime and. pleasant duty of pro-
viding generous aid, tender sympathy and fraternal assistance
in the effulgence of the light of life and amid the sable shadows
of death; amid fortune and misfortune, and to the exalted priv-
liege of demonstrating the practical utility of the great, yvet most
neglected, doctrine af the Fatherhood of God and the Brather-
hood of Man as a vital force in the lives and affairs of men.

In this we invite all men who can qualify {o become citizens
of the Tovisible Empire to approach the portal of cur heneficent
domain and join us in our uohle work of extending its bound-
aries; in disseminating the gospel of *“Klankraft,” thereby en-
couraging, conserving, protecting and making wvital the fraternal
human relationship in the practice of a wholesome clanishness;
to share with us the glory of performing the sacred duty of
protecting womanhood; to maintain forever white supremacy in
all things; to commemorate the holy and chivalric achievements
of our fathers; to safeguard the sacred rights, exalted priv-
tleges and distinctive institutions of our Civil Government; to
bless mankind, and to keep eternallv ablaze the sacred fire of a
fervent devotion to a pure Americanism,

The Invisible Empire is founded on sterling character, and
immutabic principles based upor a most sacred sentiment and
cemented by noble purposes; it s promoted by a sincere,
unselfish devotion of the seuls of manly men and is managed
and governed by the consecrated infelligence of theughtful
brains. It is the soul of chivalry and virtwe's impenetrable
shield; the devont impulse of an unconguered race.

Done i1 the Aulic of His Majesty, the Tmperial Wizard and
Emperor of the Invisible Empive, Knights of the Kn Klux Klan,
in the Imperial Palace, in the Tmperial City of Atlanta, Common-
wealth of Georgia, United States of Ameriea, this the fourth
day of July, Anno Domini Nincteen Hundred and Sixteen, Anna
Klan L, ’ -

Signed by His Majesty,
William Joseph Simmons
Imiperial ‘Wizard.

DECLLARATION?

WE SOLEMNLY DECLARE TO ALL MANKIND that the
Krnights of the Ku Klox Klan, incorporated, is the original,
genuine Ku Klux Klan organized in-the year 1866, and active

, 1 Tr.llﬁken from the Constitytion of the QOrder officially adepted Saptember
Ty TRID.
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during the Reconstruction period of American history; and by
and under its new corporate name i3 revived, reconstructed,
remodeled, refined and expanded inte a fraternal, patriotic,
ritualistic society of national scope, duly incorporated under the
laws of the State of Georgia, in the years 1915 and 1016, for
the same spirttual purposes as it originally had and more
particularly as.set forth in Article II, of the Coustitution and
Laws of the Soclety.

WE DO FURTHEER DECLE‘.RE TO THE WORLD that
our original Prescript used as the governing law of the Ku Kiux
Klag, during the period of s former activities, and all official
titles, mannerisms, usages and things therein prescribed have
ftot been abandoned by us; but o the contrary all of such
together with designs of paraphernalia, regalia, fiags, banners,
emblems, symbols or other insignia and things prescribed or
previcusly uzed by or under the authority of the Ku Kiux Klan
are beld sacred by us as a precions heritage; this precious
heritage we shall jealously keep, forever maintain and valantiy
protect fromn profanation. All of which are the property of the
Ko Klux Klan ynder and by virtue of s now corporate name
of Katghts of Ku Klux Klan.

KU KLUX KREED®

WE, THE ORDER of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,
reverenttaily acknowledge the majesty atd supremacy of the

Divitte Being, and recognize the goodness :mcI providence of the
-same.

WE REC{}GNIZE our relation to the Government of the
United States of Americs, the Supremacy of its Constitution,
the Union of States thereynder, and the Constitstional Laws
thereof, and we shall e ever devoted to the sublime principles
of a pute Americanismt and valiant in the defense of Iis ideals
and institutions.

WE AVOW THE distinction betweeit the races of mankind
as same has been decreed by the Creator, and shall ever be true
in the {aithiul maintenance of White Supremacy and will
strefmously oppose any compromise thereaf in any and all things.

, WE APPRECIATE the intrinsic value. of a real practical

fraternal relationship among men of kindred thmtght purpose
and ideals and the infinite benefits accruable therefrom, and
shall faithiully devote gurselves to the practice of an honorable
Clanishness that the life and lving of sach may be 3 constant
blessing to others.

1 riginal Creed Reviged. Ku Klux Klan Press, Atlanta, Georgia.
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WOMAN’S KLAN CREATED BY SIMMONS”

Declaring himself to be the founder, creator and su-
preme head of the Kmghts of the Ku Klux Klan and
that he has at no time surrendered or partially surren-
dered the reigns of government of the Inwvisible Empire,
Colonel William Joseph Sinwnens, Emperor of the In-
visible Empire for life, broke his silence of more than twa
vears with a proclamation declaring the existence of the
woman's division of the Ku Klux Klan.

Designating himsell as “El Magus™ and naming the
woman's division of the Klan the "Kamein,” Colonel
Simmons officially sets at rest the persistent rumors that
he is no longer in control of the Klan and verifies the
current rumors regarding the formation of the woman's
organization.

The proclamation in part says:

It was given to me, in the providence of Almighty God, with
all of the limitations and restrictions of my humanity, to treate
by vision and to found in fact the Order of the Knights of the
Ka Klux Klan. I have invested in the organization all that [
have and all that I am so completely that nothing has been re-
served. My liie has been built mto this great American mstitn:
tion. Therefore there are certain rights of supervision and
regulation and control residing and inhering in me, as the
creator and founder of the organization, which [ shall continue
to exercise as loug as mortal ife shall last.

in the course of human events the time has now come when

‘the foundstion shall be latd for the consummation of the other
part of my early vision,

Always in my dream of s great renewal of Americanism and

the reclamation of zll that we have lost by alien and cnemy in-
vasiort, there was the contemplation of 2 great woman's organi-
zation, adhering to the same principles, committed to the same
purposes and impelled by the same maotives as to organization
as the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. For a considerable period
the demand opon me for an organization of women has increased

until the demand has become a clamor from well-nigh every:

section of-the Tnited States,

A response to the appeal of the earnest, devoted, patriotic

women of America cannof be longer deferred. They must
take their place alongside the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan

1 New York ;Juurna]. March 23, 1923
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- and cooperate with them in all of their worthy movements and
- coordinate their activities with al! of their noble enterprises,
: helpmg to save the white man’s civiization on the American

continent and thereby saving the white man's civilization
throtughout the world.

It 15 my peculiar prvilege and honer and one of the
proudest moments of my life, now and here to proclaim the
creation and the foundation of the womat's organization to be
known as Kamelia, and in making this proclamation, to declare
as the founder and creator of the Kamelia my official designa-
tion and title to he “El Magus.”

KU KLUX KLAN IN AMERICA'

The widespread belief that the purpose and policy of
the Klan is violently to take the law in its own hands
and run the country is not well founded. There have

heen instances of Klan violence in 1solated sections, and
- Klanstmen undoubtedly participated in an unusually re-

volting murder recently in Lowsiana, but there i1s no
reason to think that these things would net have occurred
had there been no Klan. It is alsc frue that in some

- states—particularly Georgia, Texas and Arkansas—a

number of state officials have joined the Klan, and it is
also true that in these states the politicians are seizing
the opportunity which secret membership gives them o
array on their side the religiously prejudiced voters, But
it is also true that the business men who are ranning the
orgamization are actively and earnestly interested in keep-
ing its skirts free of lawlessness. Obviously, it is o their
selfish interest to do so. Ultimately the kind of policy
attributed to the Klan by the more viclent of the news-
papers would involve 1t ‘with the federal gﬂvernmf:nt in
such a way as to break it up.

The fact is, the meetings of the Klan are of a deeply
refigious and patriotic chavacter, and the rank and file
of its membership is made up of narrow-minded but
well-meaning men, who believe -they are helping to “save’

1 From article by Frank B. Kent, Vice-President of the, Baltimore Son.

- Spegtatar. 135 @ 23g-8o, Fehmarr 17, 1033,
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the country.” There is, in the vast bulk of them, no more
 possihility of violence than there would be in so many
.. rabbits., Mostly, they are members of the same evangeh-
cal churches that support the Anti-Saloon League, and
the Klan ritual the fiery ¢ross, the mask and the gown,
- the solemnity and secrecy of their gatherings, give them
< a verttable glow of self-righteousness, a smug feeling of
‘rectitude, a cheap and entirely safe thrill. The wearing
" of the mask at the meetings is a part of the Simmons
-« ritualistic tomfoolery, and its only sinister feature is the
ppportunity it affords ruffians in rural districts to use
< the Klan as 2 cloak and commmt outrages in its name.

. If there were space, I would hike more deeply to
.-analyse the psychology of the average Klan member and
show exactly how the Kleagle baits the hook for him.
- All that can be done in this article, however, 1s to give
certain conciusions, based on a somewhat thorough in-
vestigation, of the Klan situation made in a number of
southern states where 1t 1§ strﬂngest - They are these:
First, the men who run the Klan in Atlanta are an ex-
ceedingly “hard boiled” set of fellows who have placed it
on a well-camouflaged but wholly commercial basis and
are making a great deal of money out of it. They operate

a non-sentimental selling orgamzation and sell the Klap
o “prospects” just as they would sell safety razors, in-
surance policies, garters or any other article. Second,
the membership of the Klan 13 composed largely of well-
meaning persons, who feel very much more deeply than
they think, who have no sense of humour, but who are
neither vicious nor dangerous. Third, the danger of the
thing lies not so much in the Klan itself as in the screen

it affords to peliticians to profit through the religious
. issue and the temptation it offers to rough elements out-
. . side, and sometimes inside, to use the mask In violent
:Du:thrf'akﬁ Fourth, if the newspapers would cease daily
“El,.; ﬂenmmcmg the K!an and 1f the Catholics and Fews were
glﬁ;_&};mteﬁ and appreliensive concerning it, the organiza-
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tion would break of its own weight, because it is umsound
at the bottom and uninformed and ignorant at the top.

SOME IDEALS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN"

1, THueE CHARACTER OF THE {}meifrmw

And here it ts necessary to repeat braeﬂvaume things
with which you are already familar. o=

L. This is a white man's organization, ﬁxaltmg thel
Caucasian race and teaching the doctrine of white ﬁu—\%
premacy. This does not mean that we are eriémies of the ;
colored and mongret races. But it does meamthat we are
Grganized to establish the solidarity and téirealize the
mission of the white race. All of ChristianZcivilization
depends upon the pr&s&rvatmn and upbmlﬂing of the
white race, and it is the mission of the Ku Klux Kian to
pmtlaun this doctrine until tht‘: white race shall come into
its own,

2. This is a gentile organization, and as such has as
its mission the interpretation of the highest ideals of the
white, Gentile peoples. We 511‘1g no hymns of hate against
the few. He is interested in his own things and we are
exercising the same privilege of banding cur ewn kind
together in order that we may realize the highest and best
possible for ourselves.

3. It 15 an American orgaenization, and we do restrict
membership te native-born American citizens, The rec-
ords show that recently, at least, the aliens who have
been fooding our land have come into this country, not
because of any love for America, but, because of intol-
erable or unfavorable conditions in the land they left be-
hind. They come to this country, not that they may con-
tribute 1n any way to its growth and development, but
that they may find opportunity to advance themselves and

- 1 By William Jafes Mahoney, Trperial Klokard, Knights of the Ku
ux . . ' - - .

Lr .
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to serve their own interests. They are here to serve the in-
terests of the land from which they came, regardless of
the interests of this land in which they make their homes
and seek their fortunes. They come to ochey the mandates
of governments of which they are still the subjects, even
to the extent of endeavoring to break down the govern-
ment under which they find protection while seeking their
nefarieus ends., In their hearts there is the tie that still
_hinds them to the home-land ; to them it is stiil the father-
‘land. Their svmpathies are still there; their thoughts
have been shaped by the currents in the old country.
They do not easily re-adjust themselves. Thus we find the
groups: Irish-Americans, German-Americans, and all
kinds of hyphenated Americans, What pleasure’ would
they find or what service could they render in this or-
ganization which is dishinctively an Ametican-American
organization? . We have organized to engender a real
spirit of true Americanism—that Americanism which is
a system based on a principle of utter antagonism to
monarchism, whether represented by emperor, king, po-
~ tentate, or pope.

4. It 15 a Protestani organization. Membership is
restricted to those who accept the tenets of true Chris
tianity, which is essentiaily Protestant. We maintain and
contend that it 15 the inalienable right of Protestants to
have their own distinctive organization. ¥ We can say to
the world without apology, and say truly, that our fore-
fathers founded this as a Protestant country and that it
1% our purpose to re-establish and maintain it as Suchy
While we will epergetically maintain and proclaim the
principles of Protestantism, we will alsg maintain the
~principles of religious liberty as essential to the life and -
progress of this nation, and we will vigorously oppose
all efforts to rob the American people of this right.

JI. Racian InpEabs

1. We siond for white supremacy. Distinction among
e races is not accidental but designed. This is ::lﬁa,rly
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brought out in the one book that tells authoritatively of
the origin of the races. This distinetion is not incidental,
but is of the vastest import and indicates the wisdom of
the divine mind. It is not temporary but is as abiding as
the ages that have not yet ccased te roll. The supremacy
of the white race must be mamt&med ot be pverwhelmed

by the rising tide of color.

2. We must keep this a white man's country. Only
by doing this can we he faithful to the foundations laid
by our forefathers.

a. This repubhc was established by white men.

b. It was established for white men,

c. Our forefathers never intended that it should fall
into the hands of an inferior race.

d. Every effort io wrest from white men the man-
agement of its affairs in order to transfer it to the con-
trol of biacks or any other color, or to permit them fo
share in its control, i3 an nvasion of our sacred constrfu-
tional prerogatives and a viclation of divinely estab-
hshed laws. Every effort to wrest from the white man
- the ‘control of this country must be resisted. Ng person
of the white race can submit to such efforts without
shame, One of the sad facts in American political life 1s
the readiness of so many politicians to sell their noble
white birthright for a mess of black pottage. They would
hetray their race in order to win a few black votes.

e. We would not rob the colored poputation of their
right, but we demand that they respect the rights of the
white race in whose country they are permitted to reside,
When it comes to the point that they cannot and will not
recognize and respect those rights, they must be reminded
that this 15 'a white man’s country, so that they will seek
for themselves a country maore agreeable to thetr tastes
and aspirations.
| f. Purity of the white blood must be maintained.
- One of the crying evils of the times s the mixture of
white blood with that of negro. This evil has gone on
since Colonial days until perhaps more than half of the
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negroes in the United States have some degree of white
blood Sowing in their veins. This condition is not only
biologically ‘disastrous but is giving rise to grave social
problems. Maulatto leaders who, under present social con-
ditions, are forced to remain members of the negro
group and who aspire to white association because of
their white blood are boldly preaching racial equality in
all of its phases. The guilt for this state of affairs rests
upon those members of the white race who have betrayed
their own kind and bartered their own blood. It has be-
come necessary to devise some means for the preservation
of the white blood in it purity, because, despite pro-
hibitive laws, racial inter-mixture is coatinuing and the
problem of mixed blood is becnmmg more and mnre
acute.

TIE. CirrrzeNsiIp IDEALS

1. Development of the highest standard of ¢itizen-
ship. We ourselves must come to know what it means.
ta be citizens of the foremost nation n all the earth, We
need to have knowledge of the privileges and responsi-
bilities and glories of our citizenship. And we need to be
under the necessity of exercising our citizenship intel-
ligently. We must learn and practice these things in or-
der that we may teach them tc others,

2. Rightful use of the balfot. Thank God, the day
of partidan politics is past! Time was when parties stood
for great principles. But today the difference hetween
them is that of “tweedledum and tweedledee.” One of
the parties must be mduced to champion great funda-

-mental American principles that will hasten the develop-
ment of our country, or else a new party must come into
being. As the matter now stands we must cast our bal-
lots for the right as it is most nearly represented and
championed by men regardless of party. '

. 7, 3. We stand for the enforcement of law by the regu-
i larl}r cnnst:ltuted authorities. This order does not take .

. "'_. T @
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the law into its own hands and wiil not tolerate acts of
lawlessness on the part of its members. Any man of any
color ar creed who charges the Ku Klux Klan with being
an organization which. fosters and perpetrates acts of
lawlessness and deeds of violence is either wilfully blind
or 15 a ‘malicious, slandering, lying fool who, because of
some inborn prejudice, seeks to destroy an organization
~ that is law-abiding, and that demands the enforcement of
laws by those who have been duly elected to office. We
are within otr rights as American citizens when we de-
mand of men who are put in offices of trust that they
shall faithfully perform the duties of their ofaces., It is
quite evident that those who oppose us on this priaciple
do not want the laws of our country enforced, and are
seeking to cover their anarchistic spirit by impugning
our motives and imputing criminality to us.

= IV. Patrioric [pEALS

_—

" The men of this order stand for the purest and most

practical type of patriotism toward our great and glorious
couniry.

1, We take our stand upgn the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as the basis of popular government, This docu-
ment dentes the dogma of despots, that kings rule by di- -
vine right. It asserts that governments derive théir just
powers from the consent of the governed., It solemnly
affirms the right of the American people tn goveérn them-
selves as a free and independent natlonwmdependﬂnt of
all outside sovereignty and control, “

2. 'We believe in upholding the Cnnst;tutmn {}f the
United States. This document reduces to practice the
precepts of the Declaration and nmwst be. recognized as -
the supreme law of the land. Tt guarantees that hbert}’
which must be cherished as the precious heritage:of the
American people. It establishes the . freedom. of. mst:tu
- ttons dEEl.l to the Amﬂnc:an heart It guarantaﬁ rﬁl rifisa
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liberty, freedom of speech and of press, and all the rights
that pertain to the people who constitute this nation. It
depicts ideals and defines institutions that must be miade
real and kept secure. The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
are sworn by a solemn .oath to uphold and defend this
immortal Constitution.

3. Allegiance. We teach that the afizen’s first and
highest allegiance is to the government of the Umted
States. No other government, potentate, or person of any
kired shall share in this allegiance. We maintam that a
divided allegriance roeans no aliegiance. There can be no
half American, and any sort of hyphen absolutely makes
imposstble any kind of loyalty to the American govern-
ment, i1ts tdeals and institutions.

4, We stand for the American flag against ¢nemies
without and within. We emphasize devotion fo the flag
of our country as the ensign of our American Nationality
and the emblem of our national honor. A man stands
wholly for the Stars and Stripes or else to him his coun-
try’s flag is only a dirty rag. We insist that no flag shall
fly above our flag, and that no flag shall float by its side,

5. Neither domestic traitors nor foreign foes of any
kind shall be permitted to destroy this nation,

6. None shali be allowed to circumscribe the 1oftu-
ence and hinder the progress of American institutions on
this continent. And this involves the welfare and devel-
opment of the public school system. To those who seek
to underming or destroy this American institution we say,
“hands off,” and we wil defend this insthiution against
every enemy, whether it be pohtical or ecclesiastical.

_ , |

L V. CHristian Ipeats

1. We magnify the Bible—as the basis of our Con-
" stitution, the foundation of cur government, the source

- of our laws, the sheet-anchor of our liberties, the most

practical guide of right living, and the source of all true

wisdom.

L. L ]
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- 2. We teach the worship of God. For we have in

- mind the divine command, “Thou shalt worship the Lord
« thy God.” |

~ 3. We honer the Christ, as the Klansman’s only cri-

terion of character. And we seek at Hig hands that

~cleansing from sin and tmpurity, which only He can give.

4, We believe that the highest expression of htfe 1x
in service and in sacrifice for that which 15 right; that
sélfishness can have no place in a true Klansman's life
and character; but that he must be moved by unselfish
motives, such as characterized our Lord the Christ and
moved Him to the highest service and the supreme sacri-

~fice for that which was right.

I have but suggested here a few of the many tdeals
of the Ku Klux Klan., Let us seck to make these real in

-our life and practice so that we may becorse bright, true
Klansmen, and be ready for other ideals and principles as
~ they shall be presented from time to time,

VIEW OF KLAN 'FRGM INSIDE® .

View of Klan from inside presented below by Edward
. Young Clarke, Grand Wizard pro tem: e

- With at least 80 per cent of the newspapers of the country
bitterly attacking the Kanights of the Ku Klux Klan upon every
fonceivable angle, avgmented by the desperate efforts of mis-
muided philanthropists, political charioteers, and certain religious
and racial groups whe have nothing in common with Anglo-
Saxon ideals, this purely American order is not only holding
‘it own, but enjoving phenomenal growth.
¢+ Arguments against the. Klan are mvariably based upon false
; préemises, For instance, there 1s the oft-repeated charge that
- this arganization setes out justice from 1ts own tribunals, an
| allegation that has never heen proven. Another accusaiion,
- | popular with the anti-Klan forces, is that the sole purpose of
ithe order is to_feed the fires of racial and religious hatred.
+ Again, the public is led to believe that this institution i1s made
~up of fanatics, degenerates, brigands, and every sort of enemy
to society, We are socialists or anti-socialists, reformers or
- taw-breakers, "wet” or “dry,"” religious or sacriligious, depending
imen the personal sentiments of cur accuser,

- ® Literary Digest, 74 : Fr+2, Adgust 5, 1022
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We zre denounced because, by right of cur sacred inheritance,
we glory in wearing the regalia of the origina!l Fu Klux Klan
as a memaortal to that dauntless organization of the reconstruc-
tiont days. The unthinking public condemns us for our strategy
in fighting secrecy with secrecy. They censare us becanse we
are sworn to safeguard the welfare and the noble blood of the
{Caucasian ruce, io preserve e teaditions of the BEepublie, to
propagate our Chostian faih]  And o s surely sigoificant
that the most viclent opposillon emanates from racial and re
ligipys gronps wha haye nothing in common with those
pringiples, _

The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan do not expect to have:
their principles and working policies universally approved.
Every cause has its worthiness questionsd. Every issue has its
proponents and opponents. But every movement that claimg a
worthy motive is certainly entitied to fair pla;, and the Knights
of the Ko Klox Klap are ne exception. .

Opposition te this organization is mainly psychological, It
12 made up of senseless inhibitions and the associations of ideas,
No person has vet presented a logical reason as lo why a secrel
organization sworn to uphold the law, to propagate Christianity,
and to perpetuate American wdeals, should not exist, 1 say that
no petzon has done this, unless, of course, he ignares the most
vital urges known to mati—aclb-preservation and the safepuard-
ing of the home, ' '

The Knights of the Ko Klux Klan owe their tremcndons
growth, not to the efforts of prolessional organizers, but to its
individual members. Those who have crossed the portals of the
Invisible Empire have found there a great human machine, whose
ideals are an inspirahion to any God-fearing Christian, and
whose ranks are peopled with sane, intellipent and honest men.

The modern Klan 15 not, as our enemies charge, a revival .
of Kuownothingism. Tt 15 not a political party, 1t will take o
part in political controversies, and it has nothing to do witt
partizan issues. Kilansmen will feollow the dictates of ther
individual conscience in ¢asting their vofes. As an orpanization,
we have no candidates—no favored party.

This organization came into existence as an honest attempt
to solve certain well-defined problems concerning the interest
of those whnse forefathers established the nation. 1t iz this

~toree of things, this necessity for national solidarity which has
J‘E; brought the Klan into being. o

DEFENSE OF THE KU KLUX KI.AN*

This editor (of Shulet’s Magazine) has repeatedly
athrmed privately and publicly that he i1s not 2 membe:

: | i
1 Literary Digest. 76 : 1B-1p. January =zo, 1pza.
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of the Ku Klux or anv other secret organization. But
when 1t comes to secret socleties, he sees no difference
absolutely between the Ku Klux and many others, the
Kmnights of Columbus, for instance. The Knights of Co-
lumbus has an oath, just as binding, or more 30, than the
Ku Klux cath, Moreover, the Knights of Columbus’ oath
is not one-half so American as is the Ku Klux. [ you
charge that the Xu Klux has put over mobs, [ answer
that the Knights of Columbus has put over two mobs to

where any other secret organization on carth has ever

put over one,

This editor has been favored recentiy by being per-
mitted to look over documentary evidence as 1o the tenets,
principles and aims of the Ku Klux Klan, He finds that
this organization stands with positive emphasis lor Amer-
icanism as opposed to foretgn wdealismy, {or the principles
of the Christian religion as opposed to Roman Catholicism
amed infidelity ; for the American public schools and for
the placing of the Holy Tiible in the schoolrooms of this
nation; for the enforcement of the laws upon the statute
books and for a wholesome respect for the Constitution
of the United States; for the maintenance of virtue
among American women, sobriety and honor among
American men, and for the eradication of all agencies
and influences that would threaten the character of our

children. 3o the principies of the Klan are not so damna-
hIE as pictured, it would seem.
*  This organmzation is opposing the most cunning, de-

|

}

|

cettful and persistent enemy that Americanism and Prot-

estant Christianity have ever had—the Jeswits. Speaking

of “invisible empires,” of forces that creep through the
night and do their dirty work under cover, influences
that are set going in the secret places of darkness, the
Jesuits are the fnished product. They have burned,
- killed, defamed, blackmailed, and ruined their enemies by
-the hundreds. Htﬁtm‘y reeks with it, Tho I disagree with
l"‘hﬂ logic of the Klan, the members of that organization
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declare that they can ooly fight such a foe by using his
own fire,

As to the charge that the Ku Klux Klan has func-
tioned in mob viplence m their efforts to correct condi-
ttons, I have this to say: I am convinced that most of the
mobs reported have not been ordered and directed by
the Klan as an organization. I.am moreover convinced
that many of them have been put over by forces opposed
te the Klan and for the purpose of seeking to place the
guilt for mob rule upon the Klan., The most of these mohs
have been, aceording to investigation, not Ku Klux mobs
at all, but gatherings of mdignant citizens, bent on cor-
recting conditions that the officers of the law refused to
correct. The way to cause the Ku Kiux to retire from
the fielil 5 for the officers of the Jaw to take that field and
pccupy 1t. ,

The Ku Klux has the same right to exist so long as
it obeys the law that any other arganization has. We have
not heard of any investigation of the Knights of Colum-
bus, altho the un-American oaths are historic and their
mob activities have heen repeatedly published and her-
alded from platforms far and near,

LAW-ARIDING ORDER’

The Imperial Wizard in a full-page advertisement in
the New York Herald says:

There is nething in the Constitution of the order that any
honorable, law-abiding, conscientious, clean-hearted, and pure-
spirited, 100 per cent American could not swear to and uphold,
"The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan does not encourage or foster
lawlessness, racial prejudice, or relizious intelerance and is not
destgned 1o act in the capacity of a law-enfercement or moral-
correcton agency except in 50 far as the membets of the organi-
zatiom a5 citizens may be able to assist the regular officers of the
law in the apprehending of criminals and the upholding and
sustaining ol the majesty of the law and the honor and integrity
of the Stars and Stripes and the Constitution of the United

1 Litersary DHgest. Auguist 27, i1g=zr,
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States of America. To the above every member entering the
portals of this organization has been sworn under the most
binding and solemn oath, and any act or word contrary to the
above statement by any Klansman is a violation of his oath and
puts him beyond the pale of fellowship in the organization and
makes him an outlaw rnot auly in the cyes of the law of the
land, but i the eyes of his former fellow Klansmen, 35 a
violation of oath of any Klansman automatically banishes him
Irom this organization,

I hereby declare and pronounce the present attempt to fasten
upon this organization acts of Jawlessness to be the attempt of
our enemies to discredit the organization, and the fdrther otir
investigation goes o every partieniar mnodent of lawlessness
which has been charged against us the more convineed T am that
the present wave of criticism passing through the press is a con-
certed move on fhe part of pur enemies in an attempt to prej-
udice the public in regard to our work,

In conclusion, the Knights of the Ku Kiux Klan i1s a law-
abiding, legally chartered, standard fraternal! order, designed
to teach and incuicate the purest tdeals of American citizenship,
with malice toward none and justice to every ¢itizen regardiess
of race, color, or creed. :

FOES OF KU KLUX!

Who are the enemies of the Klan? First of all, there
iz the Roman Catholic church, against which we have di-
rected no attack and upon which we now make no war,
The Roman Catholic church has a right to found and
matntam 1tself for the promnulganon of #s distinctive re-
ligiouts tenets on American soif, and so long as that insti-
tution confines itself to activities that belong distinctively
to a religious organization its rights under the American
flag, guaranteed by the Constitution, can never be invaded
or even questioned.

But when the Roman Catholic church interferes with
our fundamental principle of separation of church and
state, when it isterferes with nghts guaranteed in the
Constitution of free speech and the right of peaceable
assembly, when it undertakes to usurp any of the powers
or functions of government, when it undertakes in any

1¥rom address of H. W. FEvans, Imperial Wizard of Dallas, Texas.
New York Times. Decemiber %, 1522,
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wise to make the United States of America a province
of Kome, then the institution has challenged the white,
native-born Protestant Christian of America to defend
this republic against mvasion or else surrender the re-
public to the domnation of the foreign ecclestastical po-
tentate.

He asserted that the Tewish race was allied with the
Catholics 1n successive assaulis on the Klan “because the
Jew in America sees in the rise and extension of Klanish-
ness an arrest placed upon s activities in money getting.

The Jew produces nothing anywhere on the face ot
the earth. He does not il the soil.” e does not create
ar manuifacture anything for common use. He adds
nothing to the sium of human welfare. FEvervwhere he
stands befween the producer and the consumer and
sweats the toil of the one and the necessity of the other
for his gains. |

THE KU KLUX KILAN LAW'

There s a federal law against Ku Klux Klanism, 1t
was passed in 1871 after Congress had investigated the
white riders and their activities. This law calls night-
» It makes 1t a “high crime” to “go
upon the highways or upon the premises of another with
the intent to deprive any person of the protection of the
law ; to hinder state authorities from providing such pro--
tection of the law; to hinder state authorities from pro-
viding such pretection; to impede the course of fustice
in any manner.”

" President Grant was, and other presidents likewise
are, authorized by this law to employ the army and navy,
tf necessary, to restore order in any state where “rebel-
lionr"” exists, if the local authorities fail to protect citizens
from offenses of marauders. The president may suspend

1By Wiltiam {, Shepherd.  Leslic’s Illostrated YWeekly Afagazine.
133 ! 346 Seprepther 1o, 1921,
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the writ of habeas corpus in any state where local officials
cannot preserve the peace against “rebellion.” No person
may act as & juror in a case against a member of the
forbidden “combimation or conspiracy” who cannot swear
that he has not been a member of the organization. All
cases, under the law, are to be tried in federal courts.
Any person who has knowledge that an offense 1s com-
mitted, and does not notify the authorities, can be f{ined
$5,000, the money to go to the widow, or next-of-kin,
of the person losing his life in “such outrage.”

The penaity for Ku Klux Klanism, though the law
does not specifically mention the Ku Klux Klan, 15 2 fine
of from $500 to $5,000; imprisonment, with or without
hard labor, for six months to six vears, Injured persons
may also collect damages [rom the guilty parties.

INVISIBLE GOVERNMENT®

If there i1s one thing moie than another that Ameri-
cans require of their political affairs, it 1s that they should
be open, aboveboard, and discussable by all. Invisible
government and secret influences form the antithesis to
democracy., We have and will malntain freedom of
speech and of the press, subject only to the apoflhiepm
stated the other day in these columns, “Personal liberty
ends where public injury begins.”

The most moderate program put forth by defenders of
the revived Ku Klux Klan shows its purpose to influence
tegisiation, puhllc D[Jll’i’.!{:-ﬂ and political elections. Tt has
a right to do all this 1f it acts openly and fairly. It hax
no right to work secretly by underground methods to in-
flame ractal asd religious prejudice m order to bring
ahout pohtical or legislative action, If one savs this to a
. defender of the Klan, he 1'&1}“;3-: “Well, the Kiights of
Columbus do the same thing.” We have seen no evidence

11}1.1_.1_Tﬂﬂk. 132 : 643 December 13, 1022
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of this; but, if it is so, then that or any other organiza-
tton so acting is subject to precisely the same criticism,
Meanwhile it is notorious and self-evident that the Klan
cunningly tries to twist into one eord the three hateful
strands of anti-Jewish, anti-Catholic, and anti-negro pre-
judice. Help yoursetf, in effect the Klan says, to your
own special batred! All this is distinctly un- Aunerican.

There is np objection to secret societies in themselves,
Anv one can name off-hand several that are admirable
as sources of social enjoyment, of mutual benefit, of {ra-
ternal benevolence. Ceremony and ritual are attractive to
toany people, and it is true that many secret societies are
not merely harmless, but beneficial, Yet, in order that
the worthy associations should not be confounded with
the objectionable, 1t is at least desirablé that all should
be registered with the state authorities and the names of
their responsible officers be avaitlable for purposes of in-
quiry. Emphatically this is desirable in the case of an
organization like the Ku Klux Klan, founded originally
as an instrument of terrorism, and lately revived in an
effort to foster race and religious animosity and to throw
the Imnfluetice of its secretly bhanded menthers o this or
that side of a political issue. We are not permitted to
know when and why the Klan's influence is thus exerted,
and in such a situation fair discussion is impossible. Just
lately, for instance, onc newspaper correspondent te-
marked ;

One af the surprises of this year's clechion was the success
of a candidate for Governor of Orvcgon, with Ko Klux support,
and the adoption by the voters of that stute of a law designed
to do away with el private schools and all parochial schools at
which a featare of the teaching 15 instruction in religions matters.

It may be that the Ku Klux Klan was influential in
the election of a governor in Oregon and in the adoption
of the school law—and it may not; how can we tell what
an oath-bound society has done” The same thing applies”
to the election of Senator Mayfield in Texas, “said to
be” due to Klan efforts. We don’t want “said to be” in
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American political hife, we wanl open politics as well as
open diplomacy-

NATION-WIDE TIGHT ON KLAN'

The Klan will he wrecked hy the exposure of its per-
sennel, My, Rutledge of the American Uity League said
at the Hotel McAlpin last evening.

We intend f{o publish the names of the New York
City Klansmen, for our experience m Chicago has dem-
onstrated to us that the sure way to kill the Kian is by
publishing the names of the individual members.

This is so, because the individual Klansman fears pub-
tic sentithent, and as scon as he becomes known uas a
Klansman he resigns ot ceases his activities, So far we
lhave not only had ao libel action against us m Chicago
for the publication of a name wrongfaily, but there has
not beca one case in which it was estabhshed that we had
published a name through error.

Scores of Klansmen are coming to our Chicago of-
fices every day to ask what thev can do to keep therr
names from being published. We have told each of these
men 10 send in his resignation and get it accepted by the
King Kleagle of the Realm of Ilineis, and his name
would not be published, A great many resignations from
the Kian have come about in this way.,

Vhen we began the publication of the names of Klans-
~men in Chicago, the Klan, according to onr formation,
had a membership of aboutt fifty-five thousand. Now it
has dropped to about ten thousand. /The Unitv Leaguc
was established about seven months ago and started the
publication of the names after three months of prelom-
Cinary work. |

“The publication of the names of Klansmen will he
only part of the work to be done by the league through-
cut the country. The league will approach Congress and

L New Yok Times. December 7, 1gzz.
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the Legislatures of states 1n which it is orgamized and
ask for the enactment of laws against masked organiza-
tions.

No member of the Ku Klux Xlan can hold office n
the United States without being guilty of treason. The
oath of all&gtan:rs that the Ku Kluxer takes to his "im-
peror” makes it impossible for him to be true to the gov-
ernment of the United States.

Qur entire program being one of education and the
creation of better feeling between the several ractal and
religions groups making up America, we do not fight the
Klansman with his own weapons, social, commercial and
political boycott, but we do make it unpopular to be af-
filiated with the Klan by showing members and prospects
the dangerous activities of the organization.

WHY OF THE KU KLUX*

Sir: Suppress the Ku Klux? By all means, hut while
we are suppressing it we need to discover the rause. Are
there reasons for the rise of such movements? Is the
Ku Klux the outward manifestation of an inper poison
and will the body politic be permanently cured only when
the disease is healed ?

There are many features of this evil, hut two espe-
cially seriouts ones can be named, First, throughout all
classes there is a growmg scepticism of democracy, espe-
cially of the current American brand, Many Americans
believe that there is little even-handed justice admin-
1stered in the courts; that a poor man has little chance
against a rich one; that many judges practically buy their
places on the bench or are put there by powerful interests,
The strong, able young man comes out of college ready
to do his part in politics, but with the settled conviction
that unless he can give full time there is no use “hucking

' By Mary W. Herring, New Republic. 33 : 28 Febraary 7, 19z,
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up against the machine.” Turthermore he believes the
machines to be equally corrupt. *The miner in West
Virginia sees the power of the state enlisted on the side
of the mine owner. The citizens of New York, Chicago
and Boston are under the bondage of corrupt machines
working through Hylan, Thompson and Curley. The
young officer sent to Washington for office duty during
the war came back with the belief that graft prevailed
everywhere, Men are asking whether perhaps after zll
atttocracy s not better than democracy. They feel help-
less to meet existing conditions. Many would like to be
good citizens but do not know how to make any headway
against the machine.

There 1s an ominous lack of good leadership. Most
men of ability and character are unwilling to make the
necessary sacrifices required in accepting office. In con-
sequence the inferior or the corrupt often take the places
left vacant through the others’ evaszion of duty.

When law breaks down, Iynch law takes its place, The
tyranny of the corrupt politician s replaced by the
tyranny of mob rale. A mob has many parts: it may
have a nucleus of honest-minded people, who genuinely
believe that only in this way can justice be attained. The
Fascistt in Italy and the Ku Klux m this country have
~much in common—Iovalty to the best interests of the
country 1s loudly proclanmed, while their aims are pro-
moted by viplence and tyranny. Training in the ranks of
the better elements are the suspicious and the violent—
the haters and the mischief-makers. Ignorance is always
an easy victim of fear and suspicion, and such a move-
ment among the unintelligent may start a blaze not easily
put out,

We may cease to fear movements of this kind only
when America becomes a law-abiding country; when our
courts are above suspicion; when the rights of free
speech and opinion are restored, when the rich and the
poor become equal before the courts—when our govern-
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ments in nation, state, city and town become honest. 1f
- we will not take the laborious path of faithful citizenship
—if good and able men and women will not consent to
lead us, then once in so often these short cuts to justice
will be taken.

A second element of this national disease 15 the pres-
ence of large organizations which under the sanction of
religion are permitted to gather great stores of money
which are secretly collected and secretly disbursed. Every
year new pressutre is put upon business and politics to
publish a report of all money handied. Newberry could
have passed ten vears ago more easiiy than he can today.
Great business corporations are finding 1t increasingly
difficult {o keep their books from the guestionming eyes of
the public. The mine operators will soon have to reveal
their gains to the world.

Secrecy always breeds suspicion. The fear and sus-
picion felt of the Roman Catholic and Mormon churches
is based largely on their unwillingness to report receipts
and expenditures. People have no disposition to control
their beliefs; we are all too anxious to have freedom for
curselves, but they do object to such stores of treasure
being held by strong organizations endowed with the
added power of religious authority, How is this money-
used r Does it shape our public schools, determine the con-
tents of the public hbraries, elect senators, congressmean,
and justices of the Supreme Court? Does it prevent the
formation of a department of education at Washmegton ?
Does this money give the Mormon church the balance of
power in a presidential election and control business which
in turn affects the national welfare? No organization,
religious or secular, should be permitted o close its books
against state inspection. If it is doing nothing of which
it need be ashamed it will not wish to do so. Religious
and charitable institutions should be above suspicion. We
. believe that a “state cannot exist half slave and half
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free.,” Do we also realize that it cannot survive hali
democratic and half autocraticy If the Mormon and
Roman Catholic churches wish to have peace and friendly
relations with their neighbors, let them come out frankly
and open their books. So long as this secrecy lasts sus-
picicn and fear will last. So long as this suspicion and
fear last there will be a festering sore in our body politic
and such freakish and often ¢criminal organizations as
the Ku Klux will be the outer manifestation of thizs mnner
poison. Honest government and publicity in the handling
of money are vital conditions of public health.

KU KLUX AN INDICTMENT OF 1LLOCAL
OFFICERS’

Judge Hamilton is exactly right. The rise of the Ku
Klux Klan is the effort of citizens to secure redress for
the refusal of officers to enferce the law and that, too,
by direct action, Wherever the Ku Klux Klan operates
it is a clear indication that some public officers, not neces-
sarily all of them, have previously violated their oath of

office in refusing to enforce the law.

- Tudge Hamilton goes on to say, “The Constitution
of this state says the defendant has the right of tmaf by
a jury of his peers under the supervision of the court.”
Here, again, Judge Hamilton is right. But, have not the
citizens of the state an equal right to demand that the
criminal shall be tried by 2 jury of his peers? We think
so. But by the laws of Texas an officer can decide
whether or not the criminal shali be punished or not, and
the citizenship have no redress except through the Ku
Klux Klan. |

Judge Hamilton further says, “The fault lies with
the officers, A public office is not a private snap, but a
position of public trust, and any officer who is incom-

1 Literary Digest. September 24, 121,
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petent or derelict of his duties or unwilling to attend to
them with the same degree and caution as he would at-
tend to his own private business 1s disqualified and unfit
to hold an office of public trust, and it is the duty of this
Grand Jury to make a careful investigation of the officers
of this court and see that they are performing their duties
as the law directs.”

These words are well said by Judge Hamiiton, The
trouble lies with our law for the removal of officers. Ex-
cept for the one crime of crooked financial dealing, nto
officer has ever been removed from office in Texas so far
as can be revealed by thorough state-wide investigation.
As the law stands today otr peace officers can do as they
please. They can say to one criminal—"Go. ahead with
your operations,” or to another that he “must stop his
criminal operations” and the state has no control over
the offtcers. As the law stands today if the citizens want
i a legal way to take action agminst such an officer, a
private citizen must enter a civil suit on his own initiative,
hear the complete expense himselt and fight it through
the couris with every obstacle imaginable placed in s
way to defeat him, If the man 1s guilty of crooked finan-
- cial dealing he can get action; otherwise the records fail
to show that any successful action has ever resulted from
the dereliction of officers in Texas,

The good aitizens of Texas finding that they have no
redress in the laws of our state have organized the Ku
Klux Kian. We do not believe in the method of the Ku
Klux Elan; we believe it is fraught with great danger,
hut we do not believe that the proper way to proceed is
to bring down our vituperation upon the Ko Klux; better
far that we correct the law and make 1t easy to remove
a corrupt officer from office, and take such action as shafl
cause our public officials to no longer regard thelr office
as a “public snap” but “rather a public trust,” as Judge
Hamilton says.
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KU KLUX KLLAN RADICALLY WRONG"

Gradually a feeling developed within me that there
was something wrong with the organization—that it was
not the sort of “fraternal society” to which I had been
accustomed for nearly twenty years. I thought at first
that this was due to the fact that I had done so much
lodge work in my lifetime that I was growing stale, Dut,
certain portions of the obligation, which at frst bad
seemed merely perfunctory, stood out in my mind and
challenged serions thought and consideration.

1 studied everything I could find to help me in my
work: I received printed matter from the grgamization;
I talked with Klansmen from other cities; and I delved
deeply into the origin and history of the origmal Ko Kiux
Klan. But business men of standing and prommnence 1n
the places where I worked asked me pointed questions
about the organization, questions that I could not an-
swer and on which I could get no satisfactory answers
from above. Slowly my vague fears that there was some-
thing vitally wrong crystallized into stronger behef. I
spoke to a few close friends in the organization and
asked them to give me their frank opinions about it
Without any prompting from me they voiced the same
thoughts and gave expression to the same doubts that I
had myself. _

After much thoughtful deliberation I reached the de-
ciston that the Ku Klux Klan obligation was radically
wrong. It was not the kind of obligation men take in
froternal organizations—-it was a political organization.
I saw that the ritual, which had previously been to me
mmerely a badly written mass of words, was really a saeri-
ligious mockery. I realized that the whole scheme was
vicious in principle and a menace to the peace and safety

t By Henry P. Fry. From his introdastion in “The Meodern Ku Klux
Ktian,” Copyright, Small, Maynaerd and Compzany, Bozton. 1922 Reprinted
by permission,
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of America, The basis for these conclusions can Dbe
stated briefly:

First. While the organtzation was incorporated un-
der the laws of the state of Georgia as a fraternal order,
the claim being advanced by the promoters that it should
have similar powers to the Masons and Knights of
Pythias, it 1s not a fraternal orgamization in the sense
usually understood, but an attempt to create in this re-
pitblic of ours an “Invisible Empire,” entirely political
and ynilitary m nature and designed to function bodily.

second. The “Invisible Empire” is under the control
of one-than who openly calls himself an “Lniperor,” holds
position for life, and exercises despotic control over the
aftairs of the organization.

Third. Candidates—designated as “aliens”—who are
recefvéd into the organization, are not regarded as “mem-
bers” but as “citizens” of this “Invisible Empire,” and
instead of being “ipitiated,” as 15 usually the case in fra-
ternal orders, are “naturalized” and become “subjects”
of.the “Emperor.”»

Fourth. Membership 15 restricted to a limited class
of Awferican citizens, including enly white, Gentile, Amer-
ican-born Pmtﬂstants all other Americans being ineligi-
hle.

Fifth. In propagating this “Invisible Empire,” the
work, which is being done all over the United States by
a highly paid and highly efficient field force, iz being
carrted on by stirring up prejudice and hatred against
the Catholic, the Jew, the negro and the ££‘ergn bort
American citizen.

Sixth, Under the claim of the enforcement of “law
and order,” the “Invisible Empire” 1s attempting to take
into its grasp the entire law-enforcing machinery of the
Untted States, including the officers and the men of the
regular army and reserve corps, the national guoard,
sheriffs and their deputies, mayors, police officials, men,
judges and all persons connected with Taw administra-
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tion, with the exception of those ineligible under the
rules above stated. |

=~eyenth, The “citizens” of the “Invisible Empire are
urged by the vrganization to purchase white robes and
hetmets, which are used for the purpose of going abroad
in disguise for the concealment of the identity of the
wearer, and in many localities there have been parades
and demonstrations of strength made by the organization,
all having the effect of intimidating certain classes of
people of these communities,

Eighthh, The sale of these robes 1s a monopoly in the
hands of the Gate City Manufacturing Company, a con-
cern associated with the organization, and from this
monopoly somebody is deriving an enormous revenue.

Ninth. The propagation of the organization is heing
condutTed in such a way that it is clearly 2 money mak-
mg scheme run for the benefit of a few insiders.

T_ﬁ,ﬂ.tim The claim that this is the “genuine original
Kian* iz a historical fraud, not supported by the history
and pmscnpt of the old I‘Z!an which are avatlable for
public inspection.

Eleventh. The Ku Klux Kian propaganda s vicious,
un-Afiterican and evil and will have a tendency to stir
up racial and religious hatred in this country to such an
extent as to result, tnless checked, in a serious religious-
racial war,

Twelfth. The ritualistic work, while clumsy, ignorant,
plagiaristic, and poorly written is an attempt to use the
~ cloak of religion to promote the financial fortunes of the
insiders; and its principal {eature~-—~the ceremony of “na-
turalizatton”—s a mockery and parody on the sacred
and holy rite of baptism.

Thirteenth. The orgatization should be exposed for
what 1t-ds, and the Congress of the United States should
enact suitable legislation to make it illegal and har its
literature and propaganda from the mails,

Fourteentls. Suitable and necessary legistation should

- rr
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be enacted by Congress and the state legistatures of a
general nature which will forever prevent the organiza-
tion and operation of a secret movement of this char-
acter, |

GREAT BIGOTRY MERGER'

The World's exposure so advertised the organization
that although it lost many of the better members it added
a large following oi rift-raff, and the Kian is now capi-
talizing the failure of the Rules Committee oi the House
of Representatives to report on ifs investigation,

In twenty-seven states the Klan has made nearly two
bundred public appearances in lhoods m the last ten
months, Most of these appearances have been at churches,
charitable meetings, or rallies for the Salvation Army, the
Red Cross, the Boy Scouts, ete. Invariably gifts of money
‘or Bibles or flags have been made. Masked men have also
turped up at numercas funerals, strewn flowers upon
the coffin, and dispersed, All this is pure bidding for
publicity. But it is significant that the gifts to churches
and to charity have been most numerous where the Klan
outrages have been most flagrant. Thus, in Texas eighty-
seven visitations of Christian charity have been paraded
beiore the peopie.

In Texas the Ku Klux Kian has become the mstru-
ment of a new negro enslavement, for it is employed in
forcing black men to work and pick cotton at rates they
would not accept 1f the decision were left to themselves.
Throughout the south and southwest the negro popula-
tion lives in constant fear of the hooded bands of night-
riders. Ewverywhere, south, north, east, and west, where
‘the Klan has planted the Gery cross of the Invisible Em-
pire, Roman Catholics and Jews are the intended targets,
while on the FPacific coast the Japanese are included
among the objects of 100 per cent American vigilance.

L From article by Chariez P. Sweeney., Nation. 175 : 810, July 5, 1022,
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The law may as well not exist. It iz flonted and
taughed at. In states where Klan organization has reached
tts highest point the administrators themselves are Klans-
men, Murders, kidnappings, foggings, threats—they are
almost daily occurrences. But a judge who denounces
the night-riding mabs is the exception. A sheriff, Bob
Buchanan, at Waco, Texas, with courage enough to stop
a masked parade and demand the names of the paraders,
is shot and then made a victim of removal proceedings
sponsared by the most influential citizens of his county.
A Klansman, in Birmingham, Alabama, who kilis a Catho-
lic priest in cold bood on his own doorstep is acquitted at
the “trial” amidst the plaudits of the mob. A ity coun-
cil in the same “Birmingham the Beautiful,” consilering
an ordinance forbidding masked parades on the public
streets, 15 terrorized in its own chamber into deteatiog
the measure. Members of a board of education m At-
lanta, Georgia, demurring at voting for a resolution io
dismiss all Catholics employed as publie school teachers,
receive letters threatening their lives, A mayor in Co-
lumbus, Georgia, who refuses to remove a city manager
who has proved efficient and capable finds his home dyna-
mited; the city manager, “a blue-bellied Yankee,” is
driven from the city. A Reoman Catholic church, at Na-
pervifle, THinois, is destroyed by an incendiary fire two
hours after a monster Klan midnight initiation in the
neighborhood.

¥From the south and southeast reports have come that
the Klan is on both sides of the prohibition question. In
one section Klansmen manifest a determination to drive
out all bootleggers, as for instance in Wilson, Okdahoma,
i January last, when Kliansmen attempted to banish
Joe Carral, a reputed bootlegger, who pulled his gun and
fired, killing two Klansmen, and then received a fatal
bullet himself.

In Georgia, the Klan 1s generally regarded as the pro-
tecting arm of the bootlegger, the regulator of men who
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do not live with their wives, and the arch-enemy of
Catholics in politics. In Texas the Klan is likewise very
anti-Catholic, very moral, and very wet. In Texas and
Colorado fearless judges have held that the Klan sath
i an impediment to justice. Judge Robert Street at
Beaumont, Texas, removed Tom Garner, sheriff of Jef-
ferson County, on the ground that his Klan oath was 1n
contravention of his oath of office. In Colorado it was
held that witnesses who refused to answer questions be-
cauge it would violate their Klan oath were in contempt of
court, and three Klansmen were iailed; also when the
Klan threatened death to Governor Shoup’s negro mes-
senger unless he left the state, and by threats did succeed
“in driving from the state ancther reputable negro citizen,
the state authorities refused a charter to the order.

In their statements to the press, nevertheless, Sim-
mons and Clarke continue to insist that the Klan is not
governed by bigotry or prejudice and that it is not anti-
Catholic. There is a volume of proof to refute thig, but
hardly more is needed than these excerpts from an ad-
dress by Stmmons, himself, to the Junior Order of United
American Mechanics in Atlanta on April 30, last, as pub-
lished in the Searchlight, organ of the Ko Klux Kian
and the leading journalistic proponent of the Great Amer-
ican Fraternity;

Right here within our own borders, the preat and mighty
city of Boston, which tries to lay claim that it is the cradle
of America (tries is alt it can do), and helds itself up as the
paragon of American principles, has, I my information is
correct, seventeen schools in which the English language is
never spoken, and not an English thought or an American ideal
These schools are for the children of French-Canadians who
have come across the border and each of these schools are
under the demination of a foreign polentate who is in nowise
sympathetic with American ideals and institutions, Right here
in our own Jand twenty-one towns in the state of Connecticut
are under the domination and contre! of the Italan-Dago in-
fluence. Then you hear falks talk about “we Americans,” and
of America as the melting-pot where the stamp and impress of

all nations can come in and shape our destinies. It is no such
thing. It is a garbage can! Not & melting-pot. . . My
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friends, your government can be changed between the rising
and the setting of onme sun. This great nation, with all it pro-
vides, can be snatched away from you in the space of one day,
and that day no mare than ten hours. When the hordes of
aliens walk to the ballot box and their vates outnumber yours,
then that alien horde has got you by the throat. . . Amer-
icans will awake from their slumber and rush out for battle
and there will he such stir as the world has never seen the
like. The sail of America will rin with the blood af its people.

In this same address the Colonel, who before Con-
gress dented that he or the Klan held anti-negry pre-
judices, said:

All these folks of color can take their place—thel had bet-
ter take it and stay in it when they get in it. ‘This is 2 white
man's civilizaion and we are the instrumentalities for the
preservation thereof and the protection of that which was
created by years of devotion, which has given to the world the
open Bible, the little red school house, if vou please, the great
public-school system, all those things whick have come to us
through years of devout thought and hard work as a sacred
heritage, . ., Men tell me that the negroas in this state, and
I am not now going outside the state of Georgla, are paving
their poll taxes for as far back as fourteen wyears and quali-
fving to vote. . . I am informed that every buck nigger in
Atlanta who attains the age of twenty-one years lias gotten
the money to pay his poll tax and register, and that six thousand
of them arc now rcady to vote, and that these apes are going
to line up at the polls, mixed up there with white men and
white women, Lord forgive me, but that is the most sickening
and disgusting sight you ever zaw. You've got to change that,
. . Keep the negro and the other fellow where he helongs.
They have gat no part in aur political or seocial life. If in one,
he will get into the ather,

These words of the Imperial Wizard of the Invisible
IEmpire are mild, indeed conservative, when compared
with the violence of Carl F. Hutcheson, Atlanta school
commussioner, J. O, Wood, editor of the Searchlight, or
Walter Sims, Atlanta city councilman and Klan candidate
for mayor. The hrest two of these are the principal pro-
moters of the Great American Fraternity, and Hutche-
son’s law partner, J. A. Morris, 1s presulent. With their
confreres they actually induced the Klan to hovcott a
certatn brand of cigarettes (Camels) because they are
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made by a concern reputed to be controlled by Thaomas
Fortune Ryan, a Catholic. They have attempted to in-
timidate the Atlanta Board of Education into dismissing
all of the Roman Catholics employed as school teachers,
to influence employers to dismiss their Roman Catholic
workers, and to bovcott merchants who display Roman
Catholic sympathies. Wood, a Klan candidate for the
legislature in Georgia, has chosen as a leading plank in
his platiorm a more rigid mspection of convents and in-
stitutions conducted by religions orders, The Klan, sev-.
eral weeks apo, succeeded in effecting the dismissal of a
school principal in E@ Paso, Texas, because she is 2
Catholic. This writer i3 1n possession of first-hand infor-
mation concerning a conference between several of these
fapatics, in which Clarke, perceiving the salability of
anti-Catholic activities, proposed the very plan now re-
vealed under the title the Great American Fratermity. It
is interesting to add that at a samilar conference, sometime
previous, Clarke worked up his hearers with a declaration
that when the Klan influence Bowered its leaders would
aim at the sterilization of all male negro children so that
the negro would gradually disappear from the American
Continent. It is equally interesting that negroes are join-
ing the Catholic church for seli-protection,

Clarke denies he is back of the Great American Fra-
ternity. Nevertheless the idea s his, And this 15 the
idea: |

1. To prganize a nation-wide sales organization com-
posed of members of thirteen secret orders popularly be-
lieved to be hostile to the Cathelie church,

2. To nstruct these salesmen in the business of sell-
g effective political anti-Catholicism to their brothers
in their respective lodges. This is in line with the system
adopted by Clarke in 1920 for putting over the Ku Klux,
At that time Clarke suddenly realized the value of repre-
senting the Klan to be “the fighting brother” of Masonty.
So he issued orders that none but men with Masonic
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affiliations should be emploved as Kieagies, or salesmen,
although Clarke himself 15 not a Mason and it 15 well
understood that he couid not get into the order,

3. To find political issues, based on opposition to the
Catholic church and to Catholics, upon which all of the
thirteen: secret societies might unite in a given city,
county, or state,

This i1dea 13 now a realized fact. Hutcheson and
Wood, law pariners until recently, had the Great Ameri-
can Fraternity incorporated in Georgia and set the price
of membership at $3, payable in advance upon application.
The only other requurement is that the applicant prodace
evidence that he is a2 member in good standing of one or
another of the thirteen organizations. The fact that the
most prominent Masons of the country, as well as officials
of the Orangemen, have repudiated the plot as anti-
American does not worry the promoters. They are out to
unite in a single group of haters all the haters in the
country, . .

Already, and without the stimulating activity of the
Great American Fraternity, Ku Klux hatred has forced
its way to a greafer or less degree mto the politics of ten
or more of the states. In Texas Robert L. Henry, twenty
vears a member of Congress, now a candidate for Cul-
* berson’s seat int the Senate, was “accused” of being a
Kilansman. Unable, under the law of the Invisible Em-
pire, to admit or deny the charge without a special dis-
pensation “‘to uncover” from Atlanta, he held off until
said dispensation was obtained, and promptly turned the
accusation into an asset by loudly proclaiming himself a
member of the Klan, He is now campaigning on that
ssue, and in a speech at Fort Worth declared: “The
Klan will continue to grow, and these candidates of whom
I speak [anti-Klan] and these great journals [anti-Kian]
cannot destroy 1t.” Speaking in a similar vein Sterling
P. Strong, another of the five Senatorial candidates,
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opened his campaign in a speech beginnmg “I am proud
to declare myself a member of the Ku Klux Klan™

It is not likely that the Great American Fraternity
will actually enlist as paid members more than one-ffth
or one-sixth of the membership of the Ku Klux and the
other orders named 1 the schedule. But with such a
nucleys it might well be expected to become a driving
force in American politics, for behind 1t the promoters
could reasonably expect to find the sympathy and support
of the non-paying, but none the less ardent, haters
throughout the land. Consequently, we may expect to
read from now on of the 1ncreasing importance of religion
in politics ; of school teachers dismissed for their religious
heliefs; of workers losing their jobs for the same reason;
of boycotts of merchants for the same reasen; and of
repetitions north, edast, and west of the crimes of mgno-
rance and prejudice which for the past twenty years have
been largely confined to the south.

MODERN KU KLUX KLAN'

Not from its ritual will the troe purposes and meth-
ods of the organization be learned. That infermation is
given by its ttinerant paid speakers, who are now touring
the south amd west, soliciting membership. The indi-
vidual assigned to Mississippl for this work is Joseph G.
Camp, formerly a lyceum lecturer, now dubbed “Colonel.”
-His speech, wrung dry of its oratory and ity indefinite
but ardent praise of “100 per cent Americanism,” may
be accurately summarized in two paragraphs,

First. The Jews, the Catholics, the negroes, the alien-
born are organized; they are a menace to American m-
stitufions; it iz necessary to combat theirr pernicidus in-
fluences ; the sofe weapen to hand is the Ko Klux Klan;
therefore, 1f you are a true Aunerican, foin the Klan,

1 From article by Leroy Percy, Atlantic Moathly, rae : 1228 Fuly,
rQaa.
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Second. The morals of the country are in a parious
condition ; sexual vice, bootlegging, gambling flourish; the
Klan loveth righteousness; 11 you are on the side of the
angels, join the Klan,

The first part of the program 1s effected by moulding
public sentiment, by watching wayward politicians, by
combating the sinister propaganda of the press, which is
undler the control of fews or Catholics or negroes or
foreigners. The second part of the program 1s the real
work of the separate local Klans. It is accomplished in
this wise: each Klansman 15 a “detective’ ; he goes about
his community “with eyes and ears open,” spying on the
morals of his fellow citizens, the objects of his scrutiny
being serenely unconscious of 1f, as only Klansmen know
who are members of the Klan; then, at the next meeting
of the Klan, the varicus members report the hits of in-
formation they bave collected; the assembled body passes
on the guilt or innocence of the accused (naturaily, in
his absence}, and takes such course as seems necessary
and proper. |

That course 15 not direct action,—an order to leave
town, or a coat of tar-and-feathers, or a whipping, or
worse —as the hired press reports: but selected members
remonstrate with the delinquent on the evil of his ways,
even warn lim; then, should he remain forward and un-
regenérate, they report him and his sins to the officers
of the law, volunteering to those officials, usually spine-
less, the Klan's aid and comifort; and 1f they then fail o
act, the Klan's duty is to see that they are retired from
office and their places more worthily filled, preferably by
Klansmen. _

The Klian speakers seem always to stress that part of
their address cutlining the regulation of private morals,
and that part is very much the same wherever delivered.
But the remainder of the address appears to vary widely
from one section of the country to the other, to suit the
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- outstanding prejudice or antipathy ef the particular auds-

ence being exhorted.

It usually denies respﬂns:bzhty for all acts of violence
committed by men in the Klan's garb. But whether such
denijal be true or not, there i3 no escape from the moral
responsibility for the acts so committed; and I have
heard of no criminal it the garb of the Klan whe has
heen brought to justice by the Klan, who alone can know
whether he is a member of the Klan or not.

The ‘Grand Wizard is profuse in assurances that the
Klan will assist officers of the law. When officers of the
faw in any community become so helpless and impotent
that they have to be backed up by sheeted Klansmen at
night, that community 1s 1n a bad way. The garb of the
Klan does not lend itself to uphold the law; it never was
devised for that purpose. The men who first devised it
devised it to conceal their 1dentity when doing the lawless
deeds that they felt justifed in deoing. Men who are aid-
ing officers of the law in doing a right thing do not dis-
guise themselves and go about after mghtfall. This or-
ganization tries a man on hearsay evidence, without giv-
ing him an opportunity of being confronted by his accus-
ers, and without lawfual authority proceeds to enforee its
judgments. The foundation-stone of government and con-
stitutional liberty in our land 1s the right of a man to he
conironted by his accusers and to hear the evidence
brought against him. . .

What is the lure that draws men to membership in
such an organization? Why do they fall such easy vie-
tims tc the cheap oratory of hired itinerant speakers?
Partly because of the “jimng” prochvities of the Ameri-
can ptnp}e Partly because of the desire of exercising
pnw-er in secrecy and without responsibility. They wish

“get even’ * with some man or class of men. But in
this section and 1 others the chief appeal has been to
religious intolerance. Good men, Christian men, pastors
of churches, have enrolled themselves as members, feel-
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ing that in some way through this mysterious order they
would be able to combat the forces of evil, and espectally
~ the political activities of the Roman Catholic church, por-
trayed in such lurid colors by these new evangelists.
There has been a recrudescence of that puritanical med-
dlesomeness which seeks to regulate the habits, lives, and
consciences of other people, The secret methods of the
Inquisition all but destroyed the Church of Rome, and for
hundreds of years, Protestants, whatever might be their
denomination, have glorted in freedem of discussion and
publicity ; prayer and Christian suasion have been recog-
nized as the means of reaching the efring sinner; yet, to-
day, Christian ministers are found endorsing the idea
that imen can be made more righteous by a tar treatment
applied at night by masked nquisitors,

Assuredly no word of the Man of Galtlee can be
quoted in extenuation of the unutterable cruelty and
cowardice of such treatment. The incident in the Bible
which more nearly parallels midnight operations of the
Klan than any other is the one mm which they came at
night to take Jesus, and He said: “Are ye come out, as
against a thief, with swords and with staves to take me?
I was daily with you in the Temple, teaching, and ve took
me not.”’ >ince when, among Christian peoples, taking
men at night has not been m good repute. They have
been told by their chief instructors—Wizards, Kleagles,
Genii—that the Knights of Columbus, as a representative
of the Great Catholic hierarchy, is on the eve of catholi-
cizing America and destroying our educational institu-
tions; and instead of fighting this hobgoblin, created by
their leaders for profit, in the open, according to the
manner of their forefathers, they seek to overcome the
powers of evil by donning a clown’s garb, swearing tﬂ\
conceal their identity, and marching behind an Tmperial
Wizard, whom they are sworn to obey. They fail 1o
realize that our government has been established by free
American people, who will handle it without interference



2 THE REFERENCE SHELF
by, of dictation from, church or clan; that it is to be
governed by neither priest nor wizard, knights nor klans-
mer. o

“The most malign effect of the organization is the de-
crruction of the spirit of helpfuiness, copperation, and
tove in the community where it intrudes iself. in a
cormmunity composed of Jews and Gentiles, Catholics and
Protestants, white and black, where the life and progress
of the community has been marked by helpfulness and
cooperation, friendship and harmony, th}is nrngniza—
tion comes to plant discord, racial hatred, religious dissen-
cion, and intolerance, Whatever may be its aspirations,
it can breed only suspicion and distrust among the mem-
bers of a commumty. it paralyzes all spirit of coopera-
sion. It is viclative of every principle of Christianity,
repugnant to every sense of right, justice, and fair deal-
ing between man and man. Good citizenship should ac-
tively and openly oppose its entry into any community.

A NIGHTGOWN TYRANNY'

"The real Ku Klux Klan worked for a psychological
effect, not a physical effect. A white-robed horseman
would ride up to a2 darky's cabin, hand the bridle of his
horse to a negro with one hand, reach up with his other
hand and remove his own “head,” offering it to a negro
to hold, saying, “That old head hasnt worked right since
I was killed at Antietam.” Or a costumed Klansman
would come to 2 negro’s shanty in the night and ask for
a pail of water. The ghost would “drink"” this water in a
few gulps, pouring the water into a rubber bag, hidden
in his robe. He would then remark, “That's the best drink
I've had since 1 was killed at the hattle ¢f Shiloh.”

“"Thousands smi-scores eithomessmi®of such alarming

‘but harmless incidents were brought about by the intel-

1 Fram article by William G. Bk ie' :
133+ 2maye bemsenber o G- epherd.  Leslie's 1lustrated Weekly,
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ligent Klansman of the south. The superstition about the
Klansmen was spread through the negro world,.and his-
torans.of both the north and _south do not hesitate to
say that the Klansmen did much to make easier the transi-
tion from. slavery. to.a-sounder-economiccondition, .
"~ “But—and here i3 the point on which the movement °
of today hinges—the leaders among the Ku Khox Klan
of those days found that the movement was getting out
of their conirol. They officizlly dizorganized in 1809 the
Klan which had been first organized in Pulaski, Tenn,,
in 1867, Loyal members of the Klan tore up their white
robes, destroyed their records and formally disbanded
the organization,

Yet white-robed night niders continued to ride. They -
made full use of all the paraphernalia of the Klan. But
physical rather than psychological punishment was their
nitn, andd only too often their object was not to perform
punishment but te commit outright crime. The real Klang-
rmen had sought only to subjugate, by superstition, the
restless and unruly myriads of negroes who had been set
free by Lincoin's proclamation. The pseudo-Klansmen,
who came after them, often terrified entire communities,
including . whites themselves. Life became insecture in
many southern commumiies, as a result of the activities
of the alleged Klansmen, and the Congress of the United
siates was finally called upon to investigate the situation.
Members of the original Klan appeared hefore Congres-
sional comumittees and testified that the purpeses of the
Klan had been legitimate. They were “the protection of
the weak; the telief of the injured and oppressed; the
extension of aid to orphans and widows of Confederate
soldiers, and assistance to the government in the execu-
tion of all eonstitutional law.™

The objects of tmwenﬁeth~c&ntury Ku Klux Kian,
as-stated in-an-application-blantewhich-F-seeured-during
investigation in.southern-states,-afe far different from
these of the original Klan. The creed of the old organiza-
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tion, for instance, provided that members should recognize
the “Divine Being.” The application blank of today’s
order has drawn a creed, as well as a color line; the ap-
plicant, it has been specihed, must be a *white, nuale,
Gentile,” a “believer m the tenets nf the Christian re-
ligion.” While the old order, in other words, admitted all
white men, the new order has admitted only American-
born, white male Occidentals. . .

The aims and objects of the new order resound with
fine -declarations of Amerticamism, These, if carried out
in legal fashion, would undoubtedly make the United
States a better place m which to live. But it 15 the dif- -
ficulty of forcing the Klansmen to act in legai fashion
which gives the new movement a sinister aspect.

The Grand Wizard recently declared:

In the face of these great ohjects and purposes, to which
every American should and does subseribe, it is ridiculous for
anyone to imagine that I, as Imperial Wizard, would allow this
organization to degenerate into a lawless institution of any kind.

We are increasing, at the present tirae, at the rate of five

thousand members a2 week., The increase is double north of
the Masgn-and-Dixon line.

The only punishment which the Imperial Wizard can
mete out to an organization which tends te bring about
degeneration of the Ku Klux Klan is dismissal or with-
drawal of the charter. This dismissal cannot in any way -
prevent the former members from clothing themselves
in white robes, covering their automobiles in white
drapery, hiding their automobile license numbers and pro-
ceeding to acts of lawlessness as before. ..

A list of the activities of the men in white robes in
the state of Texas for six months brings to light a situa-
tion which not even the state of Texas, much Jess the
“Ku Klux Klan” law of the federal government have
been able to prevent. If the officers of the law find them-
sefves unable to cventrol such a condition as exists in
Texas, how can a private citizen, member of a weird
society, having no power except that of striking from a
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book the name of an offending local chapter of his or-
der expect to do so? The Texas record for half a year
runs something like this;

February 5.-—B._I. Hobbs,_ lawyer, Houstor, Tex.; hair y
clipped, 'ﬁrgé?ed to leave town because of large negro practice,
February 8.~Lawyér Hobbs fah ettt of Alvin, Tex. March 13—
A. V. Hopkins, merchant, Houston, Tex, tarred and feathered
for annoying girls. March 15.—]J. Lafayette Cockrell, Houston, )
nggro dentist, punished”. by white men for alleged association
with white women,” April 1.—Alexander Johnson, Dallas, negro
belilboy; whipped and branded for alleged association with white
women. April 10—Angust Beck, cattleman, Webster; tied to Fj{
pole and beaten  TApril 20.~1. "W Melze, Tanlo” salesman;
“whipped ﬁ“f"ﬁiﬂké’gl men at Houston for attempted flirting; fined
in police court. May 1.—Red Kemp, jitney driver, Goose Creel; «
whipped, tarred and feathered; supposed bootlegger. May 40—
Town Marshall Samtiel King; tarred and feathered; resigmed
office. May 7.—Dr. J. 5. Paul, Beaumont; tarred and feathered
for ai‘mgedy rhalpraciice. Way 21~-Justice of the Peate, Joseph
J. Devere, Sour Lake; tarred and feathered. May 24 —Tnohn
Parks, Dallas, flogged; charged with ageravated assault. June
8—Dr. R, H Lenert, Brenham; whipped, tarred and feathered;
C f igg German and with disfovally dorn e A
war, plute Id.—Atioraey W5 -

d
whipfed an charges of annoving girls. June zr.wﬂgg;’;{am%_ é
a

Collins, Belton; whipped and branded, after grand jury &
tailed 0 indict Hif_onChafges Bt Mmmyiny~—whits Women,
June 18 "FE L Bliodsworth and Olan fones, Sit-feht workery:
tarred and feathered and driven out of town. June zo.—Henry
Schulz, Wharton; alleged German; tarred and feathered. June
zy—Ru Klux Kian at Awstin, Tex,, posted placards warning
agamst violations of the mora! law. July 5.—Benjamin Pinto,
tound in automobile with woman, tarred and feathered : woman
taken to her home. July &—Harry Adams, gardener, San w
Antonio; beaten and {:HE:R'}:;"” " _found

d; released when “avengers’ _
ey had-the—erongrme > Taly 9.-Clizehs 6T Teeviilc met and |
passed TeSOIAHTAS Apaimit Ku Kilux Klan offering $100 reward

for apprehensicn of Klan, Fuly g.—Representative Rouniree, of «
Brazos County, propesed anti-Kon Klux Klan legislation in
Texas legislature. July 16—Judge Hamilton, at Austin, an-
nounced that no members of Ku Klux Klan could sit on jury
in his court. July 16—Mrs. Peulah Johsnson, white woman:
talcen from hote! porch at Tenaha, stripped, tarred and feathered,
July 16—W. M. Houpengarner, banker; tarred and feathered
and beaten, on charges of inhdelity. July 18—FE. H. Peters, +
Chandler; dragzed from his room to automobile, robbed of

;:zpn after severe beating, and thrown {rom the car, gravely
mefured. ' -
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There were ten parades of local Ku Khx Kilan or-
ganizations in Texas during the first six months of the
vear. In some cases donations of money were given to
worthy causes. The Houston Y.W,C.A. received $600
after their home had burned. The San Antonio Orphans’
Home received $100 irom the Ku Klux Klan, The Klan
at Wharton, Texas, gave a widow $50. A county judge
at Cuero was given $60 to present to a tuberculosis suf-
ferer. The Dallas Orphans’ Home received $i00 from
the local Klan,

1 have chosen these examples in Texas because the
newspapers there have been actively and aggresmively
opposed to the Ku Klux Klan, and have kept a careful
record of the Klan's activities in the state. Analysis of
the cases given above will show that, at the beginning
of the year, the Kian directed its attention mostly toward
correcting questions of color, They finally worked their
way taward settling domestic difhculties, and trying to
direct private and public morals by means of force, This
means that they turned their attentions to whites rather
than to negroes. After half a year of activity one branch
of the Klan does not find itself able to stop at the punish-
ment of men, but subiects a white American woman to
the most disgusting “pumishment.” And shortly there-
after, when the Texas courts and Texas citizens are op-
posing the activities of the Klan, we find robbers using
the Klan's costumes and methods to remove a man from

\a hotel and rob him.

Records of the Klan's activities in other states will
show the same tendency of white-robed men—whether
they be true Klansmen or not—toward criminal interfer-
ence with individuals or toward actual robbery and mur-
der. Worthy as are the motives of the leaders of this
twentieth-century Ku Klux Klan, it begms to appear,
after an existence of about two years, that they can no
more keep the new Klan to its high ideals than could the
fine old scuthern General Forrest, when he disbanded it

then.,
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Any careful investigator of the new Ku Klux Klan,
who works on the scene and analyzes the deeds of the
men i the white robes, must come to the conclusion that
the new Klan 1s a dangerous and upmanageable thing
and that citizens who attempt to put it down in their own
communities are seeking to protect themselves from dan-
gers that are very real

In many parts of the south, notably Fl-::rncia Texas,
(Oklahoma, North Carolina and Geargla citizens and of-
ficials both are beginning a strong campaign agamst the
Klan, In North Carolina the State Dragon has ordered
the state organization disbanded, The society is too dan-
gerous and, in spite of its fine American platform, too un-
American in 1ts plans and operations, fo be endured,

-HOW ELECTIONS ARE CARRIED IN TEXAS'

The Ku Klux Klan is probably stronger in Texas than
in any other state; it controls the state politically by con-
trolling the machinery of the Democratic Party; it num-
bers in iis membership probably a majority of the ef-
ficmals and certainly a very large majority of the peace-
officers. The calm complaisance of the majonty of the
population who are not members of the Ku Klux Klan
can only be explained by their tgnorance of the funda-
mentals of government. The fact that this organization
15 setting up & separate government which attempts to rise
superior to constitutienal governmient seems nat to excite
them in the least, They hear of someone being dragged
away from his dinner table fo be beaten or tarred and
feathered, and usually they dismiss it with: “Well, mavbe
he deserved 1t.”" It does not seem to occur to them that
the same evidence which convicted him i a secret ses-
sion of the Ku Klux Klan could just as well have been
offered before a district judge and a jury in open court.
A friend of mine put the case in Texas recently in the

1 From article Collapse of Constitutional Government, by Chester 1.
Crowell, Independent. 10g @ 333-4. December g, 1022,
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following words: “The. 1ssue in this state is whether we
are going to have courthouse justice or river-bottom jus-
tice.” In that particular campaign in which my friend
made speeches the people of Texas voted Dy an over-
whelming majority for river-bottom justice,

Before the Democtatic primary election in Texas last
July there were six candidates for the Demgcratic nomi-
nation for United States Senator. Three of them were
members of the Ku Klux Klan, Before the primary
election took place the Ku Klux Klan held a primary of
its own, an elimination contest in which the three Klans-
men were voted tpon by Klansmen. The othet three can-
didates were not considerad at all. The Klansmen, having
selected their nomines, went into the Democratic pri-
maries and voted solidly for the iman who won in thetr
Kilan primary. In this way they efisured the nomination
of a Klansman. When these facts filtered out a large
body of Democrats decided to belt the primary, taking
the position that the successful candidate was really the
Ku Klux Kilan nominee and not the Democratic nominee,
These bolters joined with the Republicans and put up a
fusion candidate. He was defeated by motre than one
hundred thousand majority. It seemed to make no differ-
ence to the vast majority of the voters that they had gone
into a primary to vote their single votes when “the deck
was already stacked” and one of the candidates had one
hundred and twenty thousand oath-bound votes to start
with. In Oregon the Klan is in the Republican Party, in
the south it s in the Democratic Party, and when it fails
in a primary election to nominate a Klansman it never
fails to put up an independent ticket. 1f there is any hope
of success,

There are, no doubt, many patriotic men in the Kian
who believe that through its operations a higher class
of candidates can be induced to run for office. In some
localities that hope has been realized, but taking the gen-
erat averages for Texas as an example or for any group
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of states, there does not seem to be any notable change
one way or the other. The outstanding feature of Klan
cperations in politics is cobviously fanatical loyalty to the
Klan group which generates violations of the election laws
and then excuses them. That was particularly the case
in Texas in the last Democratic primary ; largely through
Klan activities a campaign fund at least four times the
legal Limit fixed by state statute, and perhaps ten times
the limit, was raised and expended in behalf of this can-
didate. When the fact that he had violated the election
laws was proved agamnst him in the thirteenth district
court at Corsicana, Texas, the Klan rallied more lovally
than ever to his support. The uncentradicted testimony
‘before that coutrt showed the raising and expenditure of
four times the legal limit for campaign expenses.

INTOLERANCE IN OREGON!

Oregon vies with Texas and Oklahoma as the state
in which the Ku Klux nuisance comes nearest being an
actual menace. In Oregon as in other states there is a
temptation to over-simplification in describing the Ku
Klux Klan. It is not merely a childish outhurst of anti-
Jewish, anti-Catholic and anti-foreign bigotry, If it were
nothing but a Freudian escape for suppressed hatreds of
this kind it would have disappeared like a bad dream in
the sunshine and invigorating atmosphere of this healthy
and sane commonwealth. The masks and gibberish, the
appeals to instinctive hostility to the unfamiliar, the play
on stereotyped racial and rceligious .prejudices, are all
there and they are disturbing evidence of the lmits to
what edncation can do even for a selected and naturally
intelligent people.

Oregon is predominantly white, native, protestant and
typically American. Its early settlers came from the

% Survey. 40 : yher. October to. 192z,
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.south as well as from the north. It has no serious race
problem and no reason for acute indusirial confiict, Its
people are lumbermen, farmers, fruitgrowers, and busi-
ness men. The workers live mainly mn their own town
homes ar on their own farms and ranches. It 1s a healthy,
homogeneous population, with a low death rate and hitle
illiteracy. Portland is a more representative city than San
Franeisco, Los Angeles, or Seattle. Her roses, her rivers
and her heights are unique; but her citizens are of the
best blood, if there are any differences, and her political
and secial institutions are as progressive and as favorable
to the development of the best character as those of any
other state.

Why, then, should a Ku Klux candidate for governor
have come within five hundred votes of carrying the
Republican primaries? Why are there hikely to be many
of its candidates in the legislatures Above all, why are
the people required to vote on a measure which will ai
ane strolke abolish all private schools—whether religious
or secular—and require all children of school age to at-
tend the public schools, with an ambiguous exception
which is supposed to permit private individual tutoring?

The essential fact seems fo be that in our contempo-
ranegus American education—hoth the formal education
of the schools and the more pervasive unconszcious edu-
cation of the home, the church, and the social life as a
whole—we are cultivating prejudice, planting seeds of
intolerance and bigotry. We are not really encouraging
either a scientific or a tolerant temper. We assume that
children are to become Methodists or Presbyterians, Uni-
tarians or Catholics, Republicans or Democrats, Prohibi-
tionists, Anti-radicals or what not, and we do not really
teach them how to reason or how to think about religious,
peliticai, economic, and social guestions. We have an
casv-going faith or assumption that if children learn te
read and to count; if they learn certain historical, gea-
graphical, and scientific facts, they will somehow know
how to act. it 1s a stupendous delusion,
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We reap the consequences m the phenomenon of a
Ku Kiux movement sweeping over the country and find-
ing even high school and college graduates helpless before
its sophistries, its lies, its appeals to our worst impulses.
If those lies and base appeals stood alone they would,
of course, get little response. Why do they not stand
alone? They are interwoven with quite different issues,
Our courts and prosecuting officials do not always cope
successfully with crime, even flagrant and notoricus law-
breaking. This being the case, law and order movements,
vigilanee committees, secieties for the suppression of
vice, lynch law, are no novelties in American {ife. The
war increased the business of spying and informing be-
vond any previous experience. Now comes the Ku Kloax
Klan {o nationalize this tendency; to make it relatively
safe by mask and mass action. Tiveryone who knows of
an imimune bootlegger, a home-breaker, an abortionist, a
radical agitator; evervone who believes that there are
such offenders unwhipped of justice; and every neurotic
or cisappoimnted person whio nurses a personal grievance
against society, becomes a ready mark for the Ku Klux
salesman.  What is more plaumhie than the program of

cleaning up the town, runaing the offenders against com-
mon decency out of the cortmunity altogether, not merely
fining them after an expensive trial, hut putting an end
once and for all to their practices, and at the same thme
giving vent to a little pent-up belligerency anil unacknowl-
edged love of deviltry in the ones who are thus vindicating
law and order?

In Oregon the Ku Klux Klan has not thus taken the
law nto its own hands except in a few isglated instances.
It is less masked, more open in its methods, than in some
other states. It 13 a direct political rather than an under-
ground guerilla movement. It holdly challenges support.
It has its headquarters and avowed candidates. TIts goal
is the same as in other states—nothing less than complete
political control of legislature, administration and courts:
and it sees a chance of arriving at that goal without the
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preliminary steps necessary elsewhere. The struggle is on
in the local elections, iu the legislative contests and in the
initiated amendment, misleadingly called compulsory edu-
catiomn,

The difficulty is in seeing through the complications.
The issue 15 primarily one of tolerance, of freedom for
education.

The state has an undoubted right to supervise private
and church schools, to establish standards to which they
- shall conform, even to examine teachers and see whether
they are qualified to give the instruction which the state
deems essential. But the state should not establish a
monopoly of education. To set up one type of school and
to say that there shall be no other even at private ex-
pense would be to put education in 2 strait-jacket. The
state has an indisputable right to tax all wealth and ali
incomes for the support of its free public schools; but it
15 not sound policy to say that all children must attend
these schools regardless of the wishes of parents. The
public schools de not need such coercion and would
suffer from the absence of the stimulation of free com-
petition. Variation is, of course, possible within a2 public
school system, but what is needer] is the ttmost possible
freedom of experiment and variation and this a monopo-

lized, closed public school system would not secure.
- - One extraordinary manifestation of the Ku Klux
spirit in Oregon is the sudden fire of eriticisim agoinst the
effort of the Roman Catholic church to promote the
spirttual welfare of its own students at the state univer-
sity. It will be recalled that a few years ago a very well
and very favorably known priest, Rev. Edwin V, O‘Hara,
was transferred by his own desire from Portland to the
rural county in which the state university is located, The
rural social problem is admittedly pressing and serious
and the decision of a competent and successful clergyman
to move [rom what may have been a more congenial city
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pastorate to an experimental undertaking of this kind
was greeted on all sides with enthusiastic interest.

Incidentally it has given the opportunity also to estab-
tish in Newman Hall a religious center for Catholic stu-
dents in the state umversity. This institution is neot on
the campus but 15 convenlently near. There 1s no charge
that there has been religious propaganda from it, or any
attempt at interference which the most zensitive critic
could discover. Father ("Hara has not sought such privi-
leges as the Y.M.C.A. or YW.C.A. have long enjoved
without objection. "The natural and logical sentiment of
those who believe in bigher education by the state would
seem to be one of satisfaction that the Catholics have
accepted the policy; that they realize that they cannot
compete with the university by creating a local college
or university of their own; that they will therefore coop-
erate b @mcouraging their young men and women to
attend fRe state institution and will themselves furnish
that counsel and religious atmoesphere which they regard
as essential, in such a way as not to interfere with the
academic activities of its students. Instead of this we
hear that there must be some sinister motive, some desire
to displace protestant regents or instructors hy Catholics,
some deep conspiracy reaching hack, perhaps, to 2 subtle
Italian brain or a Sinn Fein firebrand.

it 15 absurd, of course, and it will probably be short-
hived. Whether it is or not will disclose the amount of
fundamental common sense, sense of humor, political
sense, latent in the men and women of Oregon. The
‘menace lies in the encouragement of hatreds which should
be displaced by cooperation, bigotry which should give
way to understanding, reasoning by shibboleths which
should give way to discriminating analysis. The menace;
does not lie in Rome or in Moscow or in Tokio; in anyf—%
race, or color, or creed. It lies in gur Amernican com-
plexes, aur stereotypes, our traditions, our reversions.



. g6 THE REFERENCE SHELF

Oregon is passing through a spasm, acutely revealing a
general national disease, not hopeless but distressing.

KU KLUX AND CRIME®

A ghastly crime was committed at Mer Rouge, Lou-
isiana. Of that there is not a shadow of doubt. Two
men were killed after more revolting tortures than the
Spanish Inquasttion or the most degenerate Roman tyrants
ever conceived. Qr they died under the tortures. We
feave it to the medical profession to say how long a man
withstands the shock of successive amputations and the
stow crushing of bones. Who committed the crime? That
has not been proved. Perhaps it will never be proved.
But the belief is nearly universal, and 1s not likely ever
- to be dispelled, that the local Ku Klux Klan committed
~the crime and shielded the murderers. _

And from this belief it is only a short step toc the
belief that the whole vast nebulous organization, with its
Imperial Wizard and King Kleagles, its mummeries and
monkey-chines, its Kloran mouthings and horrendous
oaths, 15 essentially a criminal organization. By their
fruits—and what kand of tree bore the gruesome horrors
of Mer Rouge? But that 1s to oversimplify., We Amert-
cans are, after all, a moral people. There is nothing that
flourishes widely among us which does not spring origin-
ally from a moral intention. Hell may be paved with
such intentions but that is no reason for denying their
inherent quality,

The men who make up the rank and file of the Ku
Klux Klan are, most of them, good citizens, according
to their lights. They take America, its present and fu-
ture, with extreme seriousness. They see grave dangers
rearing their heads around them. Why should they not?
In every age all men who take life seripusly see grave
dangers rising against the things they hold most dear.
Where men differ is in respect to what ts to be held dear,

i New Republic, a3 : 189-90. Fanuary 17, 1023,
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what dangerous, and what methods shall he employed to
combat evils commonly accepted as such,

The Ky Klux Kian holds that the dearest values in
American hfe are Protestantism; white supremacy, In
America and the world; Anglo-Saxon legal institutions;
the system of free private enterpfise, or since the woril
no longer carries a reproach, capitalism. These are re-
spectable values. If one 15 a Protestant, white, Anglo-
American, by blood or assimilation, an owner, present
or prospeciive, of property, why should he not cherish
them? Iere and there you may b an individeal who
repudiates the principles by which he counts in life and
vet retains his intellectual and morat integrity, Such cases
are necessarily rare. Most mer have to helleve in what
they are. . . '

And the Klan lopks hke an appropriate means. M
represents orgarization, the key io effectivensss, in the
accepted American view. Tt iz secret, and the American,
as a mant who talks much and boastz freely, naturally ex-
aggerates the potency of secrecy. In couseqguence he has
always been haunted by the fear of conspiracies, con-
spiracies batched by the Pope, the Jews, the Reds, Fapa-
nese conspiractes o seize the FPacihe s:[:;a:ﬁ, AggYe CON-
spiracies to kil and rob and burn, 5Shall the devil monppo-
lize the good tune of secret comspiracy? We will con-
spare aurselves, in the Lord’s name. . .

In this great, ligterogeneous Amernica of ours & natiom-
wide society is formed, hound to secrery and muiual
suppart by an path®which, in the act of admmmﬁrmg it,
i3 declared to be the most solemn conceivable, whose vin-
tationn 3s punishable by death. Is 3t not inevitable that
bitter and homicidal suspicion should often be injected
into c&mmunities where a society bound by such an oath
{&pﬂratES Is 1t not wevitable that men should be aceused
of joining the order to betray it-—some falsely accused,
some on good grounds? Is it not inevitable that private
vengeance should oiten be exacted through such a form
of orgamization, or by cutside miscreants availing them-
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selves of the Klan's name and fame? Is it possible that
the law will operate, without restraint and without sus-
picion, to redress the wrongs committed by the Klian or
in its name?

To raise these questions is to answer them, Ior no
one who faces the conditions of American life squarely
cant have any faith in the statement of Klansmen that
the character of the membership 1s a guaranty of maoder-
ate and lawful action. Only the best people are admitted
to the order? The dehnition of “best people” may vary
widely from Washington to Mer Rouge, '"Best people”
in some parts of America appear to relish the odor of
burning - human flesh., A nation-wide sotiety of “best
people” may be anything, and do anything, unfess all its
acts are subject to full publicity which enables the ma-
jority of the orgamzation fo keep the minonty under
control.
~ But why borrow trouble, it may be asked, The Klan
as a whole has not yet departed from its original pur-
pose. When it does, there will be time for respectable
citizens to get out. Yes, and to leave behind them the
worst elements, equipped with the machinery of secret
organization that will enable them to commit crimes with
impumty., That is the gravest danger that lurks in a secret
organization for political or social ends, like the Klan,

There are few Americans who have not shuddered
over the crimes of the Maha and Camorra, those asse-
ciations of blackmatlers, kidnappers, murderers who ter-
rorize the Italian communities in our cities and occasion-
ally present the police with a mysterious crume to occupy
them vaioly for months and years. What a good Klans-
man thinks of those societies it is needless to inquire.
Yet the Mafia and Camorra appear to have been origin-
ally launched with patriotic purposes not less lofty than
those of the Klan. They included, and to some extent
still include, the best people, just ke the Klan., Crimes
were committed by them ; crimes were committed in their
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name. They degenerated to ctiminal organizations and
live on, a curse to the Italwan people throughout the
world. -

There is no room for the secret political society in a
ctvilized state, It may seem to work for good, for a
time, but there is no permanent gain.from good wrought
through terrorism, Sooner or Jater such an engine runs
away from its drivers, and where it will end and what it
will destroy on the road no one can foretell. It is the
plain duty of every American legislature to unmask the
Klan and make its acts and personnel public, before it

evolves into a thing against which orderly government
will sirive in vain,

DENCUNCES KILAN IN WARNING TO MﬁEONE%
In one of the most important communications on the

Ku Klux Klan 1ssue by any Masonic official in this sec-

tion of the country, Frederick W, Hamlton, 33d degree,

of the local Masonic Temple, who is supreme council

deputy tor Massachusetts, in a notice sent fo Scottish

Rite Masonic members, gives warning that no Kiansman

is entitled to membership in the organization and further

points out that “no Scottish Rite Freemason can consis-

tently be a Klansman.”

The notice sent out by Deputy Hamiiton and headed
“Ku Ktux Klan,” reads in part as follows;

It has come to my aftention that Scottish Rite Masons are
being solicited to join the Ku Klux Klan, on the gronnd that

its announced purposes should commend themselves to Masons.

Some of them would: others should not.

Men and organizations are to be judged by their zcts, not
by their professions.

The Klan calls itself an invisible empire, There is no place
for an invisible empire in the United States. Masonry stands

four-square for the United States and its constitutional principles
and usages,

‘The mask is the refuge of the coward. -
The Klan can disavow the deeds of masked men.

1 New York Times. Janusry 23, reay,
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The Klan can claim that masked malefactors steal its livery
and bring it into unmerited oblogquy. Possibly, bot the Klan
invites it.

The Klan, sccretly and behind masks, tries, sentences and
executes the sentences. We have courts and the hallot box for
the punishment of wreng-domg and the aholibon of abises.
Recourse 1o other means is not only un-American, but sub-
versive of fthat order. which is one of the foundation stones of
Masonry,

Any men have the r:ght to associate publicly for the purpose
of HEI‘:DmIH:Shng social and political ends by the formation of
public opinion and the use of the ballot.

No men have the right to asscciate privately to accomplish
i5«::-!:1::11 and political End-, by mystery and terrar and outside the
AW,

LETTER ON KU KLUX KLAN®

Mayor Curley addressed the following letter upon the
13th instant relative to the Ku Kiux Klan cutrages:

Crty o Boston,
QFFICE OF THE MAYor,
January 13 1023

A, V. DaLrymreis, Esg, Attorney-at-Law, 201-14 Wheat Bwld-
ing, Fort Worth, Texas:

My pear Mz Darrvaeir,~I1 have your stirring letter of
January 4, 1923, which is justinet with the true spirit of Amer-
ica, revealing the courage, resolution and fidelity genuine Amer-
wanism ¢onnotes, and without which American liberty must go
down before that sham patriotism which thrives in darkness
and falsehood, which seeks by violence and terrotism to over-
ride the law and constitution of the land and supplant the prio-
ciples of American democracy by the abominations of organized
scotmdrelism. I can understand thoroughly the fAaming indig-
nation of men ltke youn fighting on the forefront of the battle
line for their precious pelitical heritage and facing the meanest
and most unscrupelous enemies that ever warred against the
civil, religious and palitical {reedom of America.

Your call to us of the north to aid in crushing this mon-
strons spawsn of ignorance, bigotry, greed and deception cannot
and will not go unauswered. The time has come for the sanc
elements of American life to organize thomselves into a body
that will stand unflinehingly back of the law and its cuforce-
ment; that will not only pitilessly destroy this Ku Klux Klan
abcrmmatmn hut will drive out of the political, professional

1 ity Record. (Boeston).” r5 :93. Tanuvary 27, 1023,
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and mercantile life of America the leaders and organizers of
the Klan, and the men who have given them their aid and
sympathy, openly or secretly.

The men who are engaged m this monstrous conspiracy arc
pible enemics, unworthy of tolerance or mercy, lacking even
lhe condonation of their crimes—msamty—we accord fo dyna-
miters and anarchists, Ku Khix Klanism is o crime against
Christiantty, Americamism and civilization, It 15 2 monstrous
hypocrisy; a cold-blooded and deliberate fomentation of hatred
and persecution to enable its leaders and preachers fo grow
rich on the credulity of their gulls, to secure politival power
and enable them to transform the American republic into 2
huge camorra, more odious than any other palitical maonstrosity
that has affrighted the modern world.

Unless we destroy it it will destroy us; hot destroyved it
must be as pitilessly as rabid dops are destroved. o

The commercialism and greed that are at the & @ of Ky

Klux Klanism are already manifesting themszelves. blicity is
one of its feeders, since its grotesque and tantastic methods
appeal to the weak-minded and credilous and its nocturnal
murders, burning and outrages, call 4o the criminal and de-
generate,  {is vanons manifestations are a chalienge to civiii-
zation and s government and law; and it is time to tzke up
and answer the challenge.
. There 13 talk of the organization of a protestant society to
fight it, sinve it degrades and discredits Protestantism. I believe
every political feader in the state should be placed on record.
The decent membership of the masenic order should be called
upon to repudiate the so-called Scettish rite now openly in
alltance with the Klan in the west. QOur motto should be
“Those who are not with us arc against us;” and we must
instittte a rigid, persistent, peaceful hoyveott against every person,
corporation and business that does not stand out openly and
hrmly against the Klan and all it means, Moreover, | believe
pressure should ba brought vpon the banking interestzs of the
north to refuse capital or cred:t to the cities and communities
tolerating this anti-American camaorra, since s reign of terror
angd persecution makes business and trade subject to the threats
of outlaws and outlawry, destroving the confidence on which
they are based,

Bankers of sanity can be made to understand this and in
the last resort it js the savings of the plain, law-ahiding citizens
which Jurnish the capital of the banks here and elsewhere;
and those people can refuse to permit their money to he used
to finance persons and communities that are public enemies and
wreckers of society.

Abhove all things let us refuse resclutely to tolerate weak-
ness, cowardice ov betraval in the places of authority. Let us
stand behind law and order ustif they faii us; and then we
can remember the example of the ITtalian Fascisti. The peace,
safety and freedom of the land must be preserved at all hazards,
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and daylight and decency, courage and loyaity will trinmph over
the hosts of darkness and degeneracy.

Eternal vigilance is the price of freedom. The men of the
north who broke the might of Germany and saved Europe from
1ts menace are not the men to brook the insolence or recruit the
ranks of the Ku Klux Klan, They will war if war be best
and 1€ they have to fight to make Amnerica safe and its law
respected and obeved, there will be littie left to this creature
of the night to hury, Ku Klux Klanism must be treated as all
forms of treason, outrage and lawlessness are treated, with vieor
and without mercy.

it is necessary of course to educate the public as to the true
character and purpose af this iniquitous organization; and its
rathier transparent atlempt 1o pose as one t{hing soeith and
anothier thiog north, must be exposed; and it must be made to

e pmay "amrtaarE oyt wemprgegan oty gapanft 4y AWLI4A R LW, JRLIELLE. ERF
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cies ag that which declares to the public that govermment
has broken down and that a secret agency must take its
place, %

As a fomenter of private hatreds; as a feeder of the
flames of religious prejudice; az a breeder of suspicion
between friends and neighbors; as a ¢reator of dangerous
secret political corruption; as a destroyer of community
salidarity ; as a fomenter of strife and confirct at a time
~when our national life is at stake, the Ku Klux Klan is
a menace so terrible that I cannot conaceive how Mr.
Devine should even damn it with famnt prarse,

Onir people are torn with dissension—and men are
doubting their neighbors. The Klan ly - =sowed dragon’s
teeth—and monsters are already sprinéfﬁ'g up where they
sowed, The sorial order is at the edge of chaos, and
“philanthropic doubts” have had added the apple of dis-
cord, If any good citizenship has turned to the Klan far
the admimistration of law to punish offenders, that very
citizenship has belied their allegiance to a government
of order. They practically say that they have failed to
work openly in behalf of honest and fearless administra-
tion of the law, but will secretly condone and join with
a lawless assumption of what can only be a governmental
function. This latter is anarchy. Regardless of the had-
ness of evil-doers, it is anarchy.

The moment a secret order so feels its power that it
can mete out punishment to an actual evil-doer, it 15 right
on the edge of settling private grudges and from that to
a very tearing down of all.public and private safety.

Read of the Camorra, my friends, If you were satu-
rated with the loecal atmogphere as T have been ever since
this evil thing was born“in an ignorant imagination you
would feel the same sorrowful dread. You can’t know
what it is te sit with your family in yoitr home down
below the dam and know that there 1s many a sign that
the dam may break. Still, in that event you could move
the family to higher ground. But with us—where would
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we go? To Rus¢ia, where Ku Klux pogroms were antt-
lewish? To contemplate the inqaisition of Span agamst
the Protestants as an example of what ant-Cathelicism
might am at here?

KKK

I3y flattering the native-born DUrotestant Gentile white
Amnerican, by depicting the United States as secretly en-
dangered by Jews, Roman Catholics, negroes and for-
eign-horn American citizens, a fair proportion of simple
jungle-minded folk, all over the country, have been in-
duced to fake oaths of red-blooded Americanism. The
iKleagles, or salesmen, become solemnly “naturalized” in
Mr. Simons s Invistble mpire. They pledge him loyalty
of a kind that no president gets even from postmasters,
and they go through “a blasphemous and sacriligious
mockery of the holy nte of baptism”—all with a view to
their going out inr recruits on the basis of a 40 per cent
CONIISSIGN.

What prepared the United States for this eruption of
primitrve supersition? Mr, Luslk and Mr. Stevenson and
their secrel paid spies and secret volunieer agents are In
part entitied to the ¢redit, This is plainly an outcropping
in final wdiocy of the many tvrannical manifestations with
wiich this country has been afflicted since the president
yielded completely to Hliberalism and gave Burleson and
Palmer carte blanche, It is not s0 many months since
the National Security l.eague paved the way for the
Ku Kiux Klan.  In the activities of that and similar or-
gantzations, in the intolerances of the American Legion,
in the attacks on civil liberty that cubminated in such
events as the Albany expulsions, the more jungle-minded
Americans have naturally been led to believe that 100 per
cent Amerncanism really calls {or an “invisible empire”
on the lines of imperial wizardry.

* New Republic. 28 38, September 27, 1p21,
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Feeble-minded it is, rather than evil-minded; but it is

impossible for 50 much fzebleness to become organized
without becoming a danger to the people outside the In-
visible Iimpire. Among primitive intelligences every-
where, whether in New Jersey or in the Mclanesian
Tslands, secret societies are likely to be alluring.
Tn every American community people ouglt 10 know the
terrorizers. These born terrorizers do not need to be
terrorized in turn. But they do need to be insulated by
those who have no religious bigetry, no race hatred, no
superstition and no fear.
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