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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

The writer of the following article, brother to the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Wilmington, Del, had occasion after
reading the report of the Committee on Chinese Tmmigra-
tion to write an article for the Catholic World on an entirely
different subject, in which, however, he took oeccasion to say
that in his opinion Catholics if as represented thay joined
as & body in hounding down the Chinese were doing not
only a wrong but an impohitic thing. :

That article excited considerable talk, and letters have
been received at the office of the World both from those
who liked and those who disliked the merely incidental
mention of opinion therein made.

Having passed some time in California Mr. Becker natu-
rally felt a strong interest in her doings, and atter reading
with great care the testimony in the above mentioned Re-
port wrote this article, intdnding it for publication in
the North American Revizw, but the columns of that maga-
zine being pre-enguged for the next two issues, and as its
publication atter that time wonld he too late to do much
good, it waa sent to the present editor, who has thought best
to issue it in this form, believing its publication calculated
to do good, especially among co-religionists of Mr, Becker.

Mr, Becker has written hitherto solely on ecclesiastical
matters. He gives this as his contribution to the cause ot
nght against fonl oppression. 'The cirenmstances that cansed
him to examine the question and write this article were
simply these: Among ether books and documents sent out
by Senator Bayard was the ¢ Report on Chinese Immigra-
tion.”” Mr. Becker had but the general idea which every
conscientions man does and every edncated man should enter-
tain, i. e., a stern opposition to the abuse and oppression of
the belpless, and an unswerving belief in the sacredness of
~ treaty obligations. He has from 1862 to 1866 spent eonsider-
able time in California, Utah, Idaho and Nevada, where his
observation had been very favorable to the Chinese and of
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a different sort with regard to their oppressors. Taking up
the book rather with a view of seeing again some of the
names that had once been familiar to him in California he
found oceasion to join issue with some views expressed by
Rev. Messrs. Gibson, Brier, &ec., and in the article in the
Catholic World of February controverted these views. In
the exordium he merely stated that if true, as asserted, that
the Catholics sided with might against right on the subject,
they deserved to be and would yet be lashed with whips of
scorpions. It was merely a casual remark, but the editor of
the World received any quantity of letters deprecating any
such statement as in the highest degree impolitic, affirming thai
the writer did mot know what he was talking about, §e., fc.,

usque ad nawseam.
Thereupon he read the whole Report, striving to diserimi-

nate the true and pertinent from the false and irrelevant, be-
came fully convinced where the truth lay, talked the matter
over with Bishop Becker—corresponded with Senator Bay-
ard on the subject, and put on paper the result.

And we commend it to the ecareful consideration of every

Christian and Patriot,
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Report of the Joint Special Commitiee to Investigate Chinese
Immigration. Washington, 1877.

In the month of July, 1876, a concurrent resolution was
introduced and carried ‘in the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the U. 8, authorizing a joint special committee,
consisting of three members from each house, to proceed to
the Pacifie Coast, for the purpose of investiguting the effect
and extent of Chinese immigration into this country. The
resolution, of course, empowered the eommittee to procure
testimony under oath; and the usual ricmarole was added
about “authority to send for persons and papers,” Few
sane men nowadays faney for a moment that the man who
will not, of his own accord, tell the truth, is likely to be sue-
cessfully launched on the track of veracity by being put
upon oath; and the suceess of late Congressional committees
in procuring papers and in dealing with persons (when they
had them face to face,) has not been such as to lead oven the
average member of Congress to recard this phrose a3 any-
thing more than “ padding and filling in.”’ That eommittee
was required to report to the next (the present) session of
Congress. It is & matter of no special interest to ns who the
- members of the committee were—our business is with their
work and the mode in which they performed it. We haye
the result of their labors in the 1987 4to res before us,

Kxperience has, in our country, HIJ-I]IIE{;HIJF demonstrated
that both political parties have been, are, and wiil in all
human probability always be read ¥ to pander to the last ex-
tent to the prejudices of the ignorant, whe are in all coun-
tries a vast majority, and, in this of ours, have and make use
of their votes. Both DDemocrats and Republicans inserted an
anti-Chinese plank in the ‘platform of the last Presideutial
campaign. It is, therefore, not to be wondered at that the
members of this committee—men who make a profession of
politics—shiould have come to the work as partisane, and
with mentally foregone conelusions. That they did 80, I8
manifest by the animus of the questions, suggestions, interro-
- gations and incidental remarks of the committee-men from

the first bnsiness session. The meetings were Leld in San
~ Fraueisco, whose population bas, to say the least, not won
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golden opinions by the treatment that the Chinese have met
there. A vast majority of the witnesses in constant attend-
ance were municipal nuthorities of that city, whose outrage-
ous and inhuman laws against these poor people havo been
agnin and again overruled—even by the Supreme Court of
their State—while State oflicials and committees of the Leg-
sslature of California were not wanting, both a8 witnesses an
advocates on the side of the oppressor. During the sessions,
these large * anti-Coolie™ clubs in San Francisco were send-
ing threatening letters to the employers of Chinese labor, and
a-daily press, Doth the conscientions and the venal, brayed
and argued, ranted and talked, Jied and asserted, as usually
happens when persous are excited. - 'We have all long known
that a Congressional Committee invariably divides off by

rtics on questions both of law and fact. Most men have
sottled down in the Lelief that sneh eommittees have no ju-
Licial character whatever, consisting simply of two boards of
attorneys for the respective political parties; but in the case
before us, thers being no ssue between the political parties,
ihe Loard may be said to have been from first to last a pure-
ly one-sided affair, though fuint indications appear from time
to time that at least one of the ecommitiee-men felt ashamed
of his role, thinking that perhaps industry, frugality, temper-
ance and submissiveness were not the strongest grounds on
which to frame an indictment against one-third of the human
race.

In the teeth of what scems to ns the vast preponderance of
evidence laid before them, (which is now before us and be-
fore the world), and which certainly wonld lead many minds
to far difforent conclusions, this committee rings all possible
changes upon the utterly unproved fict, that deadly riots are
likely to occur among the Celestials, owing to local hostilities
previously existing in China—dwells upon the admitied fact
that the Chinese in this country stil largely retain their
original costume and habits in food and mode of life, and in-
veighs against the frugality which enables the Chinaman to
live and save mouey ob wages which, lamentably enough, s
insuficient for the needs of the white man, who deems it n-
cumbent upon him to do his lovel best towards patronising
the saloons. The Committee does not hesitate to speak of
the existence of the Chinese in the Pacilic States asa ‘* lerri-
Ble scourge,” winds up by recommending that the Executive
take measures for modifying the existing treaty with China,
confining it to strictly commereial purposes, and that Coun-
gress legislate to restrain the great influx of Asiatica Into
this conntry. They deliberately suggest to Congress that if
this questson be not now promptly met, it will have, within
a quarter of a century, to bo confronted on the bauks of the
Ohio or the Hudson, They darkly hint that Ropublican in-
stitutions are imperilled by the rospective irnmigrution of
Chinese, and forecast for us the gloomy prospect that the ex-
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istence of Christian civilization among the hoodlums of Cali-
fornia is menaced by the “heathen Chinee.,”” For these
honorable Senators and Representatives have evidently not
that confidence in the vitality of Christianity entertuined by
Brigham Young in that of Mormonism, when in response to
the suggestion that the completion of the Union Pacifie Rail-
road would cause the disintegration of the religion of Joe
Smith, he tersely ohserved that it would be a poor rea
Ligion 7f @l couldn’l sland one railroad!” No doubt their in-
tense personal realization of the practical importance of tho
plan of salvation opened up under the Christian dispensation
caused the Committee to overrate the magnitude of the dan-

ers that threaten the true religion. Bat, gentlemen, surely
it cannot be well for men so highly placed to express and
give way to such craven fears, sinee weaker brethren, tuking
such dicta as sound, may be led to think that Christianity,
like the Pennsylvania iron trade, is a feehle growth, for the
nurtore of which heavy tariffs, as well as careful discrimina-
tions against all rival products are ahsolutely necessary.

Now six gentlemen do not travel from Washington to San
Francisco—ocecupy rooms at the Palace Hotel, (rooms A and
B were devoted, for more than a month, to the mere services
of that eommittee)—employ a Secretary—procure witnesses,
and print snch a voluminons report, without its costing a .
very considerable sum of money, The money so spent was
the money of the people. Times are and have been execeed-
ingly hard, and the proportion of the very poor to the en-.
tire population has, at no period of our history, been so

reat as now. What has been gained by this expedition ?
hat is there to show for it ¥ Of course the reader (should
the Beport find readers) can lay no stress on the highfalutin
but very indefinite talk of the members, touching “wmtelli-
gent '’ and “adequately paid labor.” Vagne terms like these
are not expected to befool any but the rabble ; and they will
need to be very unintelligent indecd, who do not see that
those who indulge in such misty tall, do s6 for a purpose
which is itself ’B_'; no means nebulous, Has there any sin-
le point in connection with the much mooted question of

binese Immigration been made clearer to the mind of a
single eastern resident, by the labor of this committee ?
Our own deliberate answer would be, that the game has not
been worth the candle, and that the money spent upon the
committee and the committee’'s report has been uselessly ex-
pended. What Congressional Committee (there have been
several within the past couple of years) ever failed to bring
In & report on the side for which a majority of its members
hud been previously contending ! Have they not all been
lqp_egpna conclusions, from the earliest one in our national

%iﬁi?:rfj, down to the Electorsl Committee 7 A fortiori, this

one, eontaining essentially no discordant elements, even in a
eek, sdw just what it wanted to see, saw nothing else, and

4#
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reports in accordance, But the members might just as wall
have reported before leaving Washington, and would have
roported just the same thing that they now do.

Considering the length of time during which the civilized
pations of the earth have called themselves Christians, and
accepted a Revelation, which distinetly informs us, on Divine
authority, that “ God hath made of one blood all nations to
dwell on the face of the earth ;” we have assuredly been
very slow in withdrawing ourselves from the habits and
modes of the Pagans, both in thought and action. They
used to designate foreigner and foe by the same word, and
deemed all who were not their homoglotts, to be barbarians.
But, notwithstanding the manifest reluctance with which
the nations gave up the notion that the foreigner was made
solely to be bullied and plundered, yet they did give it up
just 1o proportion as they became generally imbued with the
truth of the Christian religion. Though it be but lately that
the last vestigus of the “droit d’eubains have been abolished,
even in the foremost Christian countries of Europe, yet that
result has finally been accomplished, and the civil position
of a foreigner in England or in France is now, in no regard
different trom that of a native, save as to the right to vole
and to be voted for. DBut, in earlier centorios, and for seve-
ral hundreds of years, no foreigner could hold real estate,
conld make a will, or inherit property ; and they were, at
the same time, subject to all manner of vexations, taxations
and restrietions, liable at any time to be unceremoniously
expelled the realm, under form of law—to be mobbed by
the natives for grievances real or fancied, and in the event
ol & war between their own nation and that in which they
resided, their goods were at once confiscated, and themselves
summarily cast into prison. One by one, and in different
conturies, these laws and usages became a dead letter, or
was abrogated ; nor will it ﬁo surprising that the nation
that enacted the notorious * Penal Laws,” was the slowest
and most reluctant to give them up, it being ouly in 1870
that the last disability was repealed by the ]fugliah Parlia-
ment, and foreigners allowed to bequeath and inherit like
British snbjects. Even stolid Turkey had long before done
awany with the wretched “droit d’aubains.”’

Bot it would seem that.in the English speaking coun-
tries the population has as yet been by no means chris-
tianised, or even eivilized up to the level of the laws. Cali-
fornia has, for over twenty years, been acting towards the
Chinese in the spirit of pagauism, and this committee recom-

mends, in the report before us, that the hoasted govern-
ment of the United States shounld retrograde some fifteen
centuries in its treatment of the poor celestiala, “I say,
Bill, "e’s & blaastod furriner, 'eave han 'alf brick at 'im,"” con-
veys the feeling with which, at least, the lower' ranks in
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England are saturated. Our own abominable “alien and
sedition laws'" of the pre-revolutionary period, proves that
the leaven of paganism was still strong among men who
stood high among freedom’s champions, and should have
known better than to battle for the wrong. The “ Nutive
American'” excesses of 1844, and the “Know Nothing™ cam-
paign of 1855, teach us that the substratum of the commu-
nity is still quite ready to abnse the foreigner mere!ly because
of his birth, and that nothing delichts our home rabble more
than a likelihood of suecess in wreaki ng upon men not to the
manor born, that hatred and spite which clings to us asa
remnant of barbarism and paganry. With many men of
much reading and reflection, it 1s unfortunately, not a ques-
tiom either ol honest eonviction or of stout, stolid, ignorant

rejudice. With such, it is most frequently a mere question of
self-interest, that interest being to how!l with the wolces, and
if it could be made manifest that a large number of citizens
had, however falsely, gotten it into their heads that tho He.
brew (or any other specific) population of the United States
were given to clandestine feeding upon kidnapped babies,
there wonld be found plenty of men, who, sceing thereby a
chance of office or other political advancement, won il pander
to that false belief, knowing its fulsity, and work like law-
yers to prove the poor Jews guilty.

Notwithstanding the existence of the views referred to, in
the minds of certain classes of the community, and thou b,
under favorable cireumstances, it wounld, without dou bt, dis-

lay itself with as little regard to the civil or moral law as
1 1844; or cloak itself as mennly as in 1835, yet, what with
our recent war, (in which foreigners were manifestly not the
traitors, whosoever else may Tave been), what with the
questions that arose subsequent to T.ee's surrender, and the
otherwise sufliciently vexed state of the polities of the coun-
try, there has boen, of late years, in what Californians are
wont to call ¢ the Btates,” no attempt at setting natives and
foreigners by the ears. Tt is too soon after the rebellion for
renewing the spurions ery, * Pul none but Americans on guard
to-night.” Thut Morgan wonld not be good enough, and tho
probability would bo largely against success in an eleetion
conducted upder sueh auspices. What the next twenty

ears may do, remains to be seen. For our own part, we

ope—nay, we almost believe, that religion and civilization,
that morality and eduacation are progressing too rapidly to
render it possible for us, as a nation, again to approximate
barbarism, by lapsing back in the path that should be one
of progress. It willtake a great many dunderheadod recom.
mendations from manifold committees of Congress to cause
us fo lose onr faith in the brain and real conscience—the
thoughtful middle classes of this great country ; at any rate,
we shall not bid the devil “guuﬁ-muming" till we actually
moet him. |
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But in California itself, which has been onrs for not quite
thirty years, which has, as yet, but few voters born on her
soil—where all were, in the beginning, forsigners in a cer-
tain sense, it being very doubtfal whether the actmal for-
eigners did not, for many years largely outnumber those
born within the Jimits of the United States, and when 1t
would have been highly impractical, at lenst in the early
days, to attemptiany Tugialuti-:m against “foreigners’” as such ;
circumstances did indeed alter cnses. The patient, lahorious
Chinamen of the extreme southern provinee of Canton, heard
of the discovery of gold in California, and, during '48, '49
and 50, laree numbers of them entered the Golden Gate,
joined in the search for the precions metals, and though .
abused and maltreated; as the physically and numericﬂ.ﬁy
weak always are by such a population, still, there would
secm, in the first years, to have existed none of that prejo-
dice against them, which has subsequently sprung up, or
been excited fuctitiously, since the 4th of July, 1851, On
the 8th Dceember, 1850, the Chinese formed quite a large,
and by fur the most imposing featnre of the procession in
honor of the admission of Californin into the union of States.
So encournged were they by the success of their venture,
that they joined their fellow-beings in adding what they
could of splendor to the celebration of the ensuing 4th of
July. People talked largely at that time, of trade wilh
China, of making San Francisco the tea mart of the world,
nay, even of raising tea, rice and silk in Qalifornia, by the
assistance of the natives. If not popular, the Chinaman was
certainly not, as yet, bitterly disliked. The era of heaving
a stone at sight of John Chinamun bkad not yet arrived.
Half grown Loys had not yet begun tu make a business of
shying missiles at him. We have no certain information on
the point, but think it within the range of possibility that at
that time a San Francisco policeman would have interposed
to prevent his being abused,* Those were John's halcyon
days. Alas! He has never since joined in a political demon-
stration with hLis California neighbors ; has been obliged
(at any rate sinec 1855) to keep himself, on all such occasions,
very carefully out of the way, and in general not to “rile,’
the spirit of the superior race, by thrusting his person be-
tween the wind and their nobility. It is stated (but we re-
gard the listory as unveracious) that the Chinese laundry-
men marched st pight in provession at San Franeizeo, soon
after the ingenious discovery by which linen is counterfeited
in paper ; they arc said, on that oceasion, to have born among
muny smaller ones, a huge transparency with this legend; No
more washee; paper collur for Melican man, give him linen collar
back.” 1If so, it was the last public demonstration in which
tl:tq California eclestinls have ventured to indulge,

* We had peither hall grown boys nor pﬂliu&uwui—IEDlTﬂ.m
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With the exhaustion of the surface diggings, or to put it in
California parlance, so soon as ¢ prospecting got played out,"
the never very genuine, and always selfish gush of the white
inhabitants over the Chinese ceased at once. It became
manifest that the Chinaman could and did euit himself to
the changed circumstanees; that he could and did wash over
old abaudoned tailings, and make not only a living, but a

rofit upon them. Driven from these by exorbitant taxes
evelled solely at and ruthlessly exacted from him, he under
took the getting up of linen as laundryman; did it so well
and 8o cheap that the business soon fell altogether in his
hands. Many Ohinese became employed as cooks, or slop-
boys, as domestic servauts of all sorts. 8o sober, so obedient,
80 punctual and reliable were they, that those who em ployed
them would have no others. By these qualities and & supe-
rior deftness, they soon got hold of the business of the cigar-
makers. From remnants of misfit carpet and strips of sole
leather, they made and sold sl ppers at 50c. the pair which
the noble Caucassian wounld not deign to make for less than
§1.50. But the noble race bought the cheaper slipper, and
California ceased to import slippers from France, The
woolen mills were then in their infaney in San Francisco,
and the employés would get drunk; wonld kee p “bloe
Monday™ and many other blue duys; insisted npon such high
wages Lhut the nascent industry stood no show of slccess,
while the workmen varied performances by going on occas
sional strikes by way of enlivening the business praspect,
Chinamen were then employed, who were always on hand,
invariably sober, contented if they received the Wi Zes proms-
ised, and they soon proved themselves adepts in the art of
manipulating the wool at every stage, from the fleece to the
finest manufactured article. Employers are not slow to per-
ceive their own wants, nor more unlikel ¥ than the rest of the
world to suit themselves, and thus the Chinese always found
remunerative employment, while their sullen antagonista (for
the miners by this time hated the Chinaman) refused work un-
less at their trade (if they had one)—prospected vaguely and
of conrse unsuccessfully over the country, aml were largely
to be found playing ¢ poker,” or practising at the bar of the
saloons. “Say, lend usa half ? " began to be a not unusual
form of address, Clothes grew seedier, more dilapidated,
while the oceasional sight of John's (every Chinaman is
called John in California) neatly clad figurc on his way to or
from his work added fuel to the smouldering indignation of
the superior (%) race. What a vile passion in human nature
i8 that which makes the idle, slinki ng sot hate so bitterly his
fellow (perhaps otherwise his inferior) merely for being in-
dustrious, thrifty and suber! The female house-servant had
carried things, ere John's advent, with a high hand. People
becamo tired of her—her waste, her airs, her claims, her
bhigh demunds in the matter of wages. It was soon found
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ut that John was ready to step quietly in—do her work sat~
gfuctorily to master and mistress, perform faithfnlly all he

as ordered to do, and all this far more savingly than the
emales had ever done it, while he claims but about two-
hirds of the wages. Sercant-galdom was *“down on’' him,
nd from that time Dbitter hatred has been barne and inex-
inguishable ire sworn against Lim by the Jaboring Anglo«
axon, (not one in fifty of them is that,) male and female.
ince then it has been simply war to the knife on the one
ide, and a quiet, ennning, submissive avoidance of trouble
on the part of the Chinaman.

Skilltully nurtured, more especially on the eve of elections,
by conscienceless demagogues who have an ax to grind by
this means, constant outrages and frequent murders havoe
been perpetrated on this inoffensive race; and though theroe
is usually a lull in the intervals between the local and other
canvasses, the sore always exists, liable to break out on but
slight provocation, which provocation, however, both the
testimony tuken and the fucts otherwise known justify us in
aseerting never once to have come from the usually {imorouns
Celestial.

The writer has himseclf scen outrages publicly perpetrated
upon Chinamen in the streets of San Franciseo, caleulated to
make one’s blood boil within iim. ‘We bave all read some-
thine of the treatment which these poor people experienco
in that city and throughout California at the hands (we will
say) of boys and lewd fellows of the baser sort. Dare they
do this repeatedly in opposition to a public scutiment worth
anything? Who ever heard of a hoodlum being arrested,
etill less punished, for abusing u Chinaman ? 1t is clearly
and uncontmdictedly in evidence in this Report, that hunds
of men and boys used to make it their business to pelt the
newly arrived Chinumen with stones as they sat helplessly
huddled in the express-wagons on their way from the steamer
to the caravanserai of the specinl eompany to which they
looked fur care and advice; nor was it formerly any unusnal
thing to see them lifted out senseless and with broken heads.
Had a tithe of the outrages practiced with impunity upon
the Chinese in Culifornia been perpetrated upon persons of
any European nationality, the Alabama elaims would be but
a shadow of the damages that any fair tiibunal wonld feel
compelled to award that nation by way of compensation tor
the apathy of our officials and the bratality of onr citizens.
8o much being premised as to the statement of the ques-
tion, we must somewhat modify onr previous assertion that
the Committee might as well have made its report without
leaving Washington. Incidentally it happens that though a
vast amount of the testimony is trashy, a great deul of it
utterly ireelevant, and much of it as thoroughly ex parile as
the minds of the gentlemen before whom it was taken, yet a
portion of it, & considersblo portion, aud probably thut on
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which an observant reader will feel inclined to lay most
Btress, was manifestly neither looked for mor gracionsly re-
eeived by the Committee, and tells in very plain words some
very stubborn facts. The men who give this testimony are
men of weight in the community, many of them being
49¢rs. They are neither State nor muuicipal politicians,
nor are they policeman or officials in anti-Coolie ¢lubs.
From these various classes we have evidence usque ad nay-
gcam, but its malignity is so patent as to defeat itself; and
even where the probability seems favorable to its truth, wo
cannot help but doubt the stutements, or at least ask for fur-
ther and better proof. Physicians rarely show to advantago
when giving testimony on their own specialty, and in thia
book they contradict each other at all points, A California
savan! has managed to  ring in” upon the Committee quite
a voluminous essay, printed in the appendix among a great
deal of other extraneous matter. His subject is, *“ 1'he origin
of the Chinese race, iis carly migrations, the philosophy of their
evelopment, de., de.,"’ matters, which even if well treated,
had about as much to do with thae subject in hand as a “ djs-
sertation of the great wall ;" and handled as it i%, reminda
one of nothing so much as an unusually wearisome and
pointless-paper in the proceedings of the Smithsonian Insti-
tute. On every item of statistics, from the total number of
Chincse in the Fiuwery Land down to the number of Chineso
prostitutes in San Francisco, or the total number of eonvertod
Celestials in California, we have so many, 8o widely diver-
gent, and such wild guesses, that it is evident most of tho
ties talking know, of their own knowledge, nothing at all
in the premises and had access to poor data for ncenrate
guess-work. 1In the testimony of some of the witnesses thero
I1s a manifest underenrrent of a strong desire to be ecandid,
eoupled with an equally evident fear of the loss of publie
sentiment.  One of the witnesses showed the Committee a
threatening letter, orderi ng him to leave the State Jorthinith,
the reason assigned being that he had in his testimony
spoken fivorably of the Chinese, Duri ng the sessions of the
Committee, at l);ﬂst three distinet and aggravated outrages
upon Chinamen took place in San Franeisco, sufliciently
scrious to be reported in the daily prints, though, of course,
nobody was arrested, much Jess punished in consequence,
It may, therefore, be pleaded in mitigation of this OpUs ren-
torum, that “more Ly good luck than good guidunce’’ it
contains matorial which will help a person who has lived
upou the Pacific Coast, and had personal aequaintance with
the Chinese, in coming to a rational conclus, on on the mat-
ter at issue. More than this cannot be suid for it.
 Btatements were mado by their respective attorneys, 1st,
on belalf of the State; 2d, on the part of the manici palit
of San Francisco; and 8d, from the standpoint of the Anti-
Chinese Union, which seemed to be a sort of Grand Lodgo
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of the various Anti-Coalie Clubs. It is, by the way, o sting-
ing earcasm upon the innate tendency of the human race to
rsecution, that the names of the Presidents of the three
Anti-Coolie Clubs of San Francisco before the Committeo
are unmistakably Irish; and this fact, together with the sor-
rowful cortainty that that race is in Cahforma now lending
its irrepressible energy to this unchristian and inhuman
hounding down of the Chincse, would go far, (if anything
could,) to reconcile us to the thonght of their own sufferings
in the days when a price was sef on the head of a pricst as
on that of a wolf. They are now using the selfsame terms
about other human beings, of which they complained so bit-
terly, when, some fifty years ago, they were gtyled in the
British Parliament, % Aliens in blood, aliens in language and
aliens in religion!”” 1f the views which they now advocate
on the Dacific Coast had prevailed in the East, they would
themselves never have been admitted into the country,
which we cammot help but think they are by this action of
theirs doing all in their power to disgrace. The opening
specch on behalf of the Stato was a sufficiently temperate
roduction, laying down nothing but what the speaker
ancied he could prove, disclaiming all sympathy with the
infamous elass legislation to which the Chinese have been
snbjected, and eschewing any desire for their total exclusion
or expulsion from our shores, - A conscientious ma, somes
what misinformed about the facts, but thoroughly well
meaning, might readily have made all the statements therein
contained; at least, he might have done so previous to the
taking of the testimony.

Not so with the speech in behalf of the municipality. For
at least twenty years past, there has been in San Francisco a
certain member of the bar, whose ouly claim to notice is the
« check” and persistency with which he has kept himself
before the public by means of this subject—to whom it has
" been as the breath of his nostrils; and by constant and iterate
ventilation of it, we believe he ever attained the sublime
dignity of Attorney-General of California. Whoever will
take the trouble to read any twenty lines of his speech at
random, will find ample proof that he is not a scholar. If
any half page of it be read in connection with the testimony
on the corresponding points, it will be seen that the politician
always remains true to his instinets of untruthfulness. As is
usually the case with ignorant, half-fledged men who have
had a certain sort of material success in life, or gained that sort
of notoricty which they are apt to mistake for applause, he is
an infidel, which is bad enough. But worse still, this man
is a hypocrite withal, for in the effort before us, he prutes
about religion, inveighs against the paganism of the Chinese,
and the reluctant deleteriousness of their presence to the
Christian character of Californians, But he is not even what
he would call “smart,” he forgets his role, for he writes,
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says and allows to go on record in print, the following'with
other similar sentiments:

“ T beliere that the 2 hinese have no souls to save, and if they
have, that they are not worih the saving,”” There is & gennine
Christian character for you; and of his Biblical and Theo-
logical information, we cull the following choice morsel from
the same speech:

“ The ﬂzuz'na wisdom has said that he would divide the coun-
iry and the worlid as the heritage of five great families; that io
the blacks He wou!d give Afriea; tothe red man He would give
America; and Asia He would give to the yellow races. He in-
spires us with the determination not only to have prepared our
own inheritance, bul 1o have stolen from the red man America;
and it is now seliled that the Sazon, American or Burapean
groups of families, the white ruce, is to have the inheritance of
Kurope and America, and that the yellow races of C'hina are lo
be confined to what the Almighty originally gave them; and, as
they are not « favored people, they are not to be permitted to
sleal from us what we have robbed the American savage of.”

Could anybody desire finer Biblical exercises, more lucid
ethnography, or a more acenrate knowledge of the decrees
of God? Conld these articles when discovered, be dished up
by any ordinary brain in such “hoigth of foine English in-
toirely?™ He never for an instant balks at asserting for fact
what is not only unproved by the evidence, but even again
and again distinctly asseverates as true, that which his own
witnesses have utterly disproved. In the course of the ex-
amination he suggests that while some think “it would be
wise to meet the Chinaman with the Gospel,” he thinks that
“a paving stone would be the proper weapon.” Tt having
been said by some witness that Yung Wing, (a Chinaman,
who has spent most of his life in onr country, and is an
.. T.. D. of Yale College,) was likely to be appointed Chinese
Minister to the T. 8., and that he had said he thought it
likely that China would demand reparation for various out-
rages committed upon the Celestials in California, this
orator of onrs jauntily observes, ¢ We'll eut off his quene."”
No doubt he thonght he was saying a witly thing; indeed,
¥ probably would pass both for wit and argument in an
Anti-Coolie meeting. Aguin, when a very respectable wit.
ness (a clergyman, whose testimony he was Pe rverting,)
sodately tclls him, «I did not say so, I said the exact re-
verse,” he impudently retorts, meanine to be insulti ng,
“You are a litlle touchy for @ priest " Like canse like advos
cate. Butcivilization would prefer a gentleman, Christianity
a believer, and if Jucubrations are to be thrast upon us at
the public expense, most of us would prefer them from a
man eapable of writing English.

Lhe ropresentative of the Anti-Chinese Union adopts
bodily the sentiments of both the previons addresses, merel
adding a lament over (white) labor and its distresses in Cali-
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fornia, (owing, in his opinion, to the presence of the moon-

eyed celestials), and the necessity for its protection. His
argument i simply a reiteration of the clap-trap which we,
on this side of the continent, have Lieen in the habit of hear-
ing regularly on the introduction of every new labor saving
machine, from the reaper down to the Singer and Wilsun—
from the first introduction of foreign labor of any kind in
any neighborhood, down to the last emeuie about Itnlian
labor on the Brooklyn boulevards. So often and thoroughly
have these views been exploded, that they no longer obtain,
gave among the Bradlangh and Odger men in Eanluml, or
the followers of Raoul Regault in France, and the Antl-
Coolie Clnbs in California. But, a eomparatively small
number of narrow-minded men, well kept in hand by a few
brawling demagogues, are quite competent fo jnangurate &
reign of terror anywhere, and have manifestly sneceeded in
gearing many of the more sensible inhabitants of the Capital
of the Pacifie. Is it not a little strange that the three attor-
neys of the Anti-Coolie Clubs insist before the committee
that they have neither right or desire to drive ont the
Chinese already here ? They know as well as we, that the
following is part and parcel of the articles of association of
every single club of the kind in California, viz :

¢ Jts objecis are to prolect the people of the Uniled Slates from
the degrading influence of Chinese labor in any form; to dis-
cowrage and stay any further Chinese immigration, and o come-
pel the Chinese livingin the Uniled States to, withdraw from
the country.”

We purposely avoid, as far as possible, the mention of
names, which is ouly caleulated to make what should be
contest of fact and argnment degenerate into personal bicker-
ing. DBut the two gentlemen who appeared before this coms
mittee on the side of the oppressed, and in opposition to the
madness that seems to rule the hour, at least in Ban Francisco,
deserves high credit, not only for the ability with which
{hey presented their ease, but for the necessarily involved
abnegation of any political aspiratoins which they nmir
othorwise have cherished. Tgmorance is very [yrannical,

rejudice relentless, the mob despotic, and never forgives
im who runs counter to its aims. If, as we have no reason
{o doubt, these gentlemen performed the work as a matter
of duty, and because they believed themselves right, they
have thut satisfaction to which no other is comparable, viz :
the 1rond conscionsuess of having battled manfully against
pumbers, prejudice and threats, for a weak people who had
no other helpers. y

Points upon which great stress is laid by those who favor
the expulsion of the Chinese, for, whatever may be said by
the attorneys anxious to make a good impression, such is .
the aim of the movement, are these :

lst. That tho Chiueso come hittier under contracts of
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labor for a long term of years ; in short, that they are slaves

for a term.

- 2d. That they do not come to live and die here, and that

they do not become attached to onr institntions. ;
3d. That they are vilely immoral in China, that infanti.

cide is common, and prostitution a reputable profession.

4th. That by working at lower rates than the wlites,
they prevent white immigration to the Pacifie Coast.

5th. That the portion of the city in which they live, is
dilapidated and filthy,

6th. That the Chinese women in California, are almost
invariably prostitutes,

Tth. That, owing to the crowded econdition of the Celes-
tial Empire, the Mongolians will, unless prevented, overflow
the whole eoast.

. 8th. That large numbers of white people ave now livin
in California in poverty and distress, i’)eing nuable to ﬁnﬁ
employment because of Chinese competition.

It will be at once seen that these points again ramify into
many questions, and many other assertions arc made against
the Chinese as an immigrant. It will be impossible, with-
out mﬂking n book, rather than an article, for us to do more
than examine cursorily the above points in the light of the
evidence before the committee.

1. @. That the Chinese often, perhaps in most cases, bor-
row the money in order to pay their passage to this country,
does not seem by the evidence to admit a shadow of doubt;
but this is simply an amount of money which they owe as in-
dividuals, and very far from being a certain namber of years’
service. KEvery kind of testimony has been received on that
point, and a bitter and determined effort made to make out
the Chinnmen of California a set of actual * coolies,”” in the
sensce in which that word is applied to those who are kept in
the baracoons of Macao till a cargo ean be procured for Cal-
lao or Havana. DBut it requires simply the ability to read
and not even that of weighing testimony, to see that the effort
has been a failure. It is ﬁighl_y ereditable to the Chinese
that their obligation (personal) should be of such value
among their compatriots as to induce the advance of this
-money, which must, in outfit, passage and allowances to
those left behind, amount at least to $150 in each case. Woeo
are civilized and christian—there is about us no taint of the
“heathen Chince''—and yet our people might vuinly canvass
the monied men of our principal cities with a view to having
their transportation expenses to Ualifornia or to Australia
advanced on what would be felt to be so slim a security.
One of the witnesses expressed his feeling somewhat points
qﬂl_f on that matter when he said, “1f the teachings of Pa.
.f’u_mam make such honest men as I find the Chinumen to be,

think seriously of becoming a Pagan myself.” They are
not bound to work a certain %ﬂngt‘u of time, but gimply to re-

e
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fund a certain som of money. ¢ The Chinese come here
voluntarily in every case, except the women who are brought
here for vile purposes; and every unemployed Chinaman is )
to-day open to a personal and individual engagement to work
for any man who will have him. IIe agrees personally for
the terms, receives tho wages, and may break the bargain 3
when he likes”” When large numbers of laborers are re-
quired, the Chinese, owing partly to ignorance of our lan-
guage, and still more largely to suspicion of our dishonesty,
choose to allow some Chinaman to tuke the entire job when
it is heavy, so that he may be responsible for their wages
whether the white man breaks contract or not. Those of
them who have become Christians assert unanimously that
none of their countrymen come to this country under term
contracts of labor, and that the individuals are perfectly frea
in their disposal of their purposes and serviees. Thousands
of Chinese honse-servants weekly receive their wages and
dispose of them as they please. There never has been a
particle of ‘evidence before the Courts in any county of Cali-
fornia to'prove that a single individual of the Chinese popu-
lation was a slave, as regards the disposal of his labor, Mis-
sionaries, Consular agents, those who have traveled in China,
know the people in California, have studied the language,
and have thereby the best chance of knowing whereof they
affirm, assert that they are in no sense slaves, except in the
sense of being, when they first land, unskilled menial labor-
ers. Admitted, then, that many of them borrow money for
the purpose of reaching California, in what respect do they
differ from most white emigrants to the United States, or for
that matter, from many emigrants from the States to Cali-
fornia, save in the greater confidence that seems to be re-
posed in them. (iu’.- witness, one too who by his position
should have been a respectable man, deliberately charges
o their fidelity to such an engagement as & disgrace, states
that the superior race would, and intimates that the Chineso
shonld repndiate any such debt, and says tbat if * they
knew enoygh’’ they wonld never pay ! ! :
In ehort, any man accustomed to the hearing of testimony
will be surprised to know how, in the face of all that goes to
ghow their entire freedom, any one shounld have the effrontery
to mako tho reverse eharge. Ag individoals, they make ‘
their bargaif®, collect their money, leave at the end of any
specified time, if it so please them, and when hired in gangs,
each man keeps his aceount with the boss and holds the Loss .
responsible. They are not slaves, becaunse they act cach '
man for himself independently, and look out for their own
interests with great care. Of the whole 130 witnesses, there
are but three who testify differently; and it is quite palpable
that one of them is, for some reason, simply boiling over
with hatred against the Pacific Mail Stecamship Company,
which he thinks it possible to injure in this way; that a




19

gecond has a crow to pluck with our American Consnlar ser-
vice in Chinn, while the position of a third, discredited as
he is both as to persoms, things, and his own position 1n
China, is certainly not enviable; nor would the circumstances
or attainments of any one of them make him a relinhle wit-
in the premises. Forty pages on end might be filled with
testimony from this report, which would, however, ut the
end only multiply the sworn statement: “No Chinaman
who ever eame to this country iz a slave in any other sense
than that in which every poor man is a slave por hac vice t0
the person who loans him money which he feels bounrl to re-
pay, or to the man who farnishes him labor. And this only
refers to the poorest of those who come—to the mere agri-
ealtural laborers—since the merchants and artisans of course

y their own way."

2. b. Most of onr renders-have a general idea that the
Chinese have not been, in California, treated over and above
well, and with that their information probably ceases,  Once
in n while, they may have heard of a very severce outrage,
but by the time such a case has permeated to the east, the
galient points of its atrocity have heen smoothed down, even
when eare has not been exercised at first in keeping the full
facts from the general publie. 'Withont cumbering this
article with particulars, which those who wish can get from
the evidence, let it suffice to say that these miserable peo-

le have been, for the last twenty years, the almost invaria-

ly unresisting objects of unprovoked attaclk and brutal
maltreatment, hoth individnally and in a collective capacity,
ranging in grade from ussuult and battery in the street, up
to eold hlooded murder, or that & vast majorify of witnesses,
testify that no attempt was made, 48 a rule, to arrest the
assnilants, and that it is on testimony that “no jury can be
found in Calilornia, to hang a white man for mundering a
Chinaman.”” Would it not, under these circamstances, be
very strange if they did become attached to our institutions?
It is proved thut they are very much averse to appearing
‘before our Police Courts, where they have learned by ex-
perience, that for them, arrest and conviction are almost
gynonornous terms, and they, therefore, tor the most part,
arbitrate their diffienities among themselves, before the
representatives of come one of the “Six Companies,” to one
of which, all of them belong, and whiech scem W be bevevo-
lent societies similar to the Bt.George’s, the St. Andrews's, the
Germania, among forcigners, or to the New Kugland Society
among our own people. They are taxed to support our
sehoo's, but peremptorily refased admission to their privi-
Jeges ; while their anxiety to avail themselves ot the chance
for education, is shown, not only by the efforts they have
put forth in the direction of the public fucilities, but by the
roll-call of 3500 in the varions Mission Sunday and class
schools of the different associations maintained by the various
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sects for the purpose of evangelizing them. Abundant wig-
nesses testify that no other foreign population strive so hard,
with as little enconragement, to learn our language, laws
and customs, “If the right to citizenship depended solely
on knowledge of our Iungfmfa, laws and a good moral charac-
ter on the part of the individual applicant, nambers of China-
men would ask for naturalization papers, and wounld have a
right to them.” T have heard,” says a gentleman before

- the committce, “ many Chinamen say ¢ we want to become

citizens but they will not let us ; How can we become citi-
zens when the laws will not allow us #' ' Another BAYS,
and his evidenceis of o piece with the preponderance, ¢ If 1
had to come iuto the United States and be treated as I havo
scen the Chinese, I certainly should have but Jittle admira-
tion for the religion or the institutions under which such
outrage was possible.” -
Though weak as a palliation even if true, it has been said
that these assanlts and these annoyanees spring mostly from
the ebullient prejudices of the hoodlum class, fanned into a
flame about election times by politicians who want to mako
political capital thereby. But the assaults and injuries com-
ploined of are too persistent and too continnous—the failnre
unish too constant for any one to accept such plea in

to
- palliation.  Besidcs, what is to be said of theJaws called

the *“forcign miners’ tax,”” “the queue ordinance,” * the
cubie air law,” “the laundry tax,”—all aimed against the
Chinese and not even attempted to be enforced against any
others-—so wintonly unjust that even the maost manifest| y rabid
chinaphobist witnesses arc ashamed of tl.em; that the Stato
Courts of California have in many instances adjudged them un-
constitutional, and that the very attorneys in this investigation

shun openly to espousc“them. These enactments were mado ‘

in cold blood—carried ont, many of them, for years—and
display a fiendish malignity of eauseless hate worthy of the
foulest demons. By the *foreizn miners’ act,” passed in
the spring of *61, no onc not a citizen or having declared hig
intention to become such, (Califorma Judiciary excepted,)
was allowed to engage in the operation of mining for gold or
silver before paying a tax of $4 per month. This was tho
lowest amount, but it varied so as to be, at different times
and places, 86, 8, 10 and 20 per month. Of course all vthers,
if called: ongfor snch tax, at once said they were citizens, or
went straightway and declared their intentions. No tax was
ever gathered or expected to be collected out of any but the

Chinese, and the Chinaman had no remedy. [Ie could not

declare his intentions, for the Jaw precluded him, and thut
tax has been, until o few years ugo, regularly extracted from
the Chinaman just according to the greed and caprice of the
deputies in the differcnt countics. The quene ordinance”’
makes it lawful to cut off the queue of the Chinaman sen-
tenced for any offence in a police or other court, and when

e ¥

#
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it is borne in mind that the Chinaman is looked upon as dis-
raced who has lost his queue, we leave the reader to imagine
ﬁm horror of such a wanton mutilation. No one makes a 1

retence that this was aimed at any others than the Chinese
E'c- do so wonld be to stultify onesself. i
a

: «

It is not contended for a moment that there was a
single arrest of a white man under the ordinance. Tho
laundry ordinance is a jewel in itself Individual Chinamen
Liave little washhonses all over the city of San Francisco and
carry the clothes of their customers to and fro in baskets.
Now Chinamen know, for the most part, nothing about a
horse or a vehicle drawn by one, and our honest and just
City Fathers passed a law that all laundrymen having a
two-horse vehicle should pay $2 per quarter, those having
but one horse should pay $4, and those tha! carried elathing
in a baskel, using Shank’s mare, should pay $15 per quarier,
We channot go over all the t runnical and oppressive meas-
ures enacted. These are qnite enough to show the animus
and to serve as a sample,

It is more than likely that the inducing cause of immigra-
tion on the part of the Chinese is a desire to improve his
condition and wish to makdhmoney. In this respect he is
exactly like the rest of the human family—like the foreign-
ers who come hither from Europe, and like our own people
who went out in the early days to California. It 18, doubt-
less, all very pretty and poetical to talk of immigration for
the purposes of becoming a citizen of & new commonwealth,
assist in spreading the ares of freedom; bnt we know that
such is not the moving cause in one case out of a million.
It was with pleasure that we saw the response of a present !

olitician and former Governor of California to some of tho

alsely based questions put to witnesses ou this issuo. Quzes.—
* With what intention do the Chinese come?"” Ans—%I . ‘
suppose the same as we all came here—io malke money."
Ques.—*Do they come here to make a home—to become
citizens, as you did f°  Ans.—< When I came to California
I did not come for any such purpose ! ”  ITad the first white
immigrant to California, or in any other region, found them-
selves met by a hostile population and lostile laws: had
they bean beaton on the streets, robbed and plundered by
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saperior numbers. diseriminating taxes enforeed agiinst
them under - ' "hemselves refread sitizenship

}.m! their 3

'I w

B aw nl

the Chinese are uu. o ... b wi i

the immortality of the soul, are cbedient to . » FEVETD
their parents, entertain strong affections for their families,
support hospitals and charitable institutions. That they are
equal to Christians in any of these respects we do not balieve,
though it mhst be admitted that the evidence of those who
would seem to have had the best opportonity to know them
both in China and here is very strong in their fivor. To
give even an abstract of that evideuce would take up too
mnch space, and we can ouly refer to the Report for it.
“They are the most industrious people 1 ever saw. All
elasses are expected to labor, and a man would be taken up
for begging if he was able to work.” #This is the testimony
of an American Minister to China, and the bitterest enemies
of the Chinaman admit his indastry to the fullest extent.
“1 npever suw,” says another witness, “but one Chinaman
drunk in my life, and him I saw in China,” '

It might reasonably be supposed that an industrious and
sober people cannot be, as it is charged against the mongols,
vilely immoral. Bot they are not Christians, still less
Baints. There exists such a thing as foeticide amongst na-
tions called Christian. Tt may have ocenrred to some minds
that our own cities are not quite clear of the “social evil,”
and Mormonism, with its polygamy, does not exist so far
from Ban I'rancisco as to be altogether unknown in Califor-
nia. DBut we lay no stress on the fu quogue argument, pre-
ferring to take the exact views of the best informed witnesses
on the points at issne, and they are these :

“The standard of morals in China is better and higher
than that of any other heathen nation in the world. They
arc very fond of their children, and have a profound respect
for age and learing.” |

“Hven with all the hue and ery against them in San

_— -
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Francisco, they have the reputation of paying promptly
their rents, taxes and debts.”

‘Tt is said that abont cities, where thoe morals of a certain
class are very low, there is littlo hesitation in destroying
female children at early birth. There are, however, laws
against it, and proclamations are from time to time issued
against it, and it is punished when the parties are detected.”

“ Prostitution is, in China, regarded with more aversion
and disgust by respectable Chinese than it is, if possible, by
Americans or Europeans, and a prostitute is more of a pariah
in Chinese society than among Americans. After a grado-
ate shall have passed the examination which would entitlo
him to official position, he must bring testimony that none of
his family for so many removes has ever been a public pros-
titute. lguiling this affirmative evidence, he cannot occupy
the position.”

“Gambling and prostitution is not legalized or licensad
by law in China. T};lﬂ laws prohibit these vices, but petty
officials, as with ourselves, receive bribes to permit the un.
lawful traffie.”

“The marriage relation is honored and respected in China,
and polygamy, thongh allowable, is not generally practiced.
The children are all legitimate, and the second wives bear
about the same rolation to the first that Hagar did to Sarah.’

Certain it is that there is no such shameless and open ex.
posures, no such impudent solicitation either in the cities
of China or in the commercial capital of California, on the
part of the Chinese prostitutes, as is to be met with on any
evening in the streets of Sun Francisco, on the part of white
strumpets. Tt is a vile subject and we are in no econdition to
fling the first stone at the poor Chinese for this offence, even
bad we not the proof that when the more reputable Chinese
tried to put a stop to the importation of such women, our
own lawyers stepped in, invoking our own luws to maintain
the abuse, which they did successfully, because there was
“money in it.”” Iu any case, experience has amply shown
the possibility of breaking up at least the most offensive
featnres of prostitution in any city, wherever the antharities
are honest, sincere and earnest in the matter. Clinese pros-
titution had been so completely abolished in San Francisco,
al the time of the mecting of this committee, that according
to evidence, there were not believed to be forty remaining

rostitutes in Chinatown. The same thing could have been

one with their white sisters!! All that Ban Francisco
needs to do, is to make and carry out good municipal regula.
tions on this point. Chinamen will be glad of it, and will
head their efforts; reputable citizens of all nationalities will
rejoice, and their is c@rtainly no need of calling on Congresa
to modify or abolish & solemn treaty for the purpose of doing
gdway with ove-tenth part of the prostitution of San Fran-
£isco. -
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4d. Inthe face of constant repctition by Californians, of
the cheapness of Chinese labor, we make the assertion that

the labor of the Mongolian is not cheap as compared with the
rates of wages in owr Eastern States. Every onc acquainted
with the subject, knows or muy know that the wages for
farm hands (white) over the whole west and northwest,
averages from $12 to $15 per month, with board, and that
the wuges of luboring men do not range beyond $1 to §1 25
per day. The evidence before us shows this to be the wages
of the Chinamen in California, and it shows in addition that
a Chinaman will pot work muech or long under prico. He
will get as much as he can, and when he can do better he
leaves and does something else.  As before suid and amply
proved by the report, there is no similarity between Chinese
and slave labor. The fact would seem to be, that while the
Chinese will undertake and successfully accomplish any kind
of labor, from the severest tugnelling down to frnit picking,
they are physically not the Egual of our white laborers for
gevere and heavy work, and though they are very deft with
the fingers and handy in light labor, yet they are, even after
iustruction, by no means fully up to the general run of white
men. Now as no trade at all, that is, no handicraft is pur-
gucd in China, in the same way as with us, every Chinaman
has to nndergo what is tantamount to a sort of apprentice-
- ghip before he can expect to earn even his dollar per day.

It is very true that the Central Pacific R. R. was built for
the most part by Chinese, but they were not employ ed till
overy cffort had been made by advertisemnent and uLilerw'lsﬂ
to procure white men at $45 per month and board. Wken
it was abundantly evident that white labor could not be pro-
eured, then, and not till then, the management very relnes
tantly made the experiment of employing the Chinese at
&1 per working day, they to farnish themselves, Yet withal,
it 13 in evidence that during the whole conrse of eonstrue-
tion, not a single white man was ever refused work, and that
the bosses and overseers, the bridge-builders, and in general
all the skilled laborers were white men. It is admitted that
but for the Chinese, that road, so important to the iunterests
of the entire country, would not have been finished for at
least ten years longer, and the four Jateral ronds in California,
80 important in opening up for settlement what had been
hitherto an utterly undeveloped country, could neither have
been begun nor finished. White men cannot be induced to
work on the reclamation of the submerged and tule lands,
the success of which, by Chinese lubor, has added so many
thounsands of acres to the arable surfuce of Califorvia, so that,
go far are the Chinese from preventipg other immigrution
into the State by what is decried as their cheap labor, that
they actually prepare the country for a lurger immigration,

and open up avenues for profitable cecupution to the white
gettler,
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In all the trades we have testimony of manufacturersito
the fact thatit would have been impossible to establish their
cial industries, and indeed out of guestion to continuo
em, paying the wages demanded by white men. They
are quite ready to employ white men, will give them cven
the preference, but they insist, and as it seems to us, with
reason, that they cannot pay higher wages than is paid at
the East, becanse, in that case, it will be impossible for them
to compete, and the eastern manuficturers will neceasarily
undersell them. Clothingis as cheap, and food much cheaper
on an averrge, in California, than in the eastern States ; and
we are utterly at a loss to see any reason why wages shonld
be higher, or why the Chinaman, who is willing to work for
the wages that the eastern operative and laborer is glad to -
ﬁeq should be stigmatized as a cheap laborer. It 1s plain
om this conenrrent testimony of the experts, that if it wera
not for the labor furnished in the establishment of manufuc-
tories by the Mongolian, few or no manufuctories could have
been established in California, and that State must have gono
on, as it did for many years, expending yearly for maunufic-
turer’s products, a sum estimaied at $10,000,000 per annum,
a drain which no State could long have stood, certainly no
agrienltural State—which California hus been essentially,
ever since the failure of placer mining. The mistake seems
to us to be on the part of those who are unwilling to fuce
the consequences of the change from the condition of the
early and mining, to the present and farming condition of
the State, and who insist in maintaining a rate of wages
which no farming community can possibly pay. Ly
ghould a white woman turn up her nose in California, at $8
or $10 per week, the wages paid by the Standard Shut Co.
If it be because they also employ Chinese labor, we fail to
see any good ground to sympathize with her; if it be be.
canse the wages is to low, we certainly must insist with the
foreman who testified before the Commission, that if tha
Company attermpts to pay more, it must zell its shirts and
other underwear so high that it will be impessible to dispose
of them at all on account of competition from eastern manu-
fucturers. To us it seems selfevideut that there wonld not
be so many people in Culifornia, but for the labor of the
Chinese, (a labor, be it owned, which wounld, without them,
not be done,) and that this work has given, and gives em-
ployment and homes to hundred of white immigrants for
which there would be otlierwise no opening whatever,
6.¢. That the sewerage of San Frunciseo is wretched—
that the Chinese live for the most part, huddled together in
a portion of the city known as Chinatown ; that the houses
in said quarter of the city are dilapidated and filthy ; the
streets unswept cxcept as the Chinese inhabitants attend to
it themselves, and that too many of them live in each houso
for comfort, cleanliness or henlti;,.we have no disposition to
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deny. The evidence is perfectly convincing ; the same eyi-

dence, however, proves that the whole of Chinatown is

owned by whites (mostly very wealth ¥) who rent out those :
dirty and dilapidated tenements to the Chinese at exceed-

ingly high rates, and the Chinese have nooption but to take

up their quarters there, becaunse the y can get no other place. 1
Poor when they firstcome, rarely becoming what would be

called by our people comfortably off, it is not at their option to

sclect the better built or otherwise more eligible portions of

the city. It cannot be denied that for the purpose of mak-

ing the rent come lighter on each one, larger numbers of

them combihe in the oceupancy of a room than is desirablo

In a sanitary point of view, and yet it is very natural, when

We consider the prejudice of the lower classes against them,

that they should congregate together for protection, to say
nothing of the nutum%desirﬁ on the part of all people to con-

sort with those whom they know and whose language they

can understand. But it is fair to say that the Chinese aro

ot to blame for the lack of adequate sewerage in San Fran-

cisco. There is no reason why the authorities should not

have kept up both femants and owners of the buildings to

the duty of keeping them clean. Will it be belioved that

while every other part of the city is kept clean by the city's

carts and scavengers, and these people and this property pay

taxes like all the other inhabitants and estates, the police

testify that in five years they have not seen a city scavengor

or cart in Chinatown, and that all the effort made in that
direction is from the voluntary contribution of the Chinamen
themselves ! Bearing in mind, that according to the ovi-

dence of the Chief of Police, it casts a smuligfumilj' more

in Ban Francisco for water than for flour, it would take moro

money for the laboring Chinaman to supply himself abund-

antly with water than he could readily save or spare, $2 50

per month being the lowest rate for a spigot, it will be found

that for a trausient and poor population, unsupplied with
facilities for sewerage or ficile water privileges, the Chinese

deserve credit for the pains they have taken to keep the

}xlﬂce as eclean as it is perhaps possible for such a crowded

ocality to be kept. Certainly the eity which taxes them

and has not sent a cart there infive years, which rents water

ut such high rates and furnishes no adequate sewers, has no ’
¥ight to complain of a population which taxes itself in one

block at the rate of over $150 per month for the purpose of

doing that which it has already paid the city to do. The i
remedy for dirly streets and alleys would rather seem to us to

rest with the municipal authorities than in the abrogation of
national treaties and special acts of the United States Con-

gress. It is testified on all hands that the individual China-

man washes frequently, bathes whenever he can, and in

oint of pﬂﬁﬂl!ﬂti cleanliness compares favorably with th
ﬂ;ﬂﬁmm Btill it is not to be doubted that their cruwdil:l.:

+
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ther, as they are obliged to do, in great numbers at cer-
tain times of the year, when they return to the city after the
busy season breeds foul air. In short, the city utterly neg-
Jeets its duty in regard to Chinatown, and then throws the
blame on the poor Chinese, who pay their owu special (white
policeman a salary such that ke eannol swear to it within $50
er annum, and pay additionally for such cleaning ns, with
their limited facilities, they can get done. It isin evidence
that all the rest of the city except the Chinese quarter 18
cleaned by the Superintendent of streets, no other portion
of the Corporation limits pays more tax for the purpose, than
this. Why then are we to blame the inhabitants for the
ghortcomings of the city government ?

6. f. The treatment of the Chinese in this country has
certainly not been of » kind to encourage them to bring
their tamilies here. It must also be borne in mind that a
very large proportion of the Mongolian immigration consists
of men under 21 years of age, who were unmarried at the
time of leaving China. They elaim to have in SBan Fran-
cisco nearly 200 first wives, or wives of honor, aud thaf
there are many times that mumber of seecondary wives,
Lately, the testimony shows that many of them arc marry-
ing after our forms. But the great majority of the China-
women on the Pacifie Coast, of whom there must be fully
9000, nearly one-half residing in San Francisco, were, with-
in the last two years, bought up in China by nnprincipled
Chinese dealers, male and female, and brought out to Cali.
fornia under agreement to ply their vocation for a specified
number of years. It is found to he a money making busi-
ness hy the dealers, who are banded togetber under the
name of Hip-ye-tong, which association, thongh not unsavory,
and decried and despised by the other six reputable com-
panies, has kept up the nefurious trafic almost from the be-
ginning of Chinese immigration into Califorvia. Of courso
we say no word in favor of the disreputable trade, but it
does not differ materially from the system by which the
gupply of white courtesans is kept up. Of these latter there
are in San Francisco very many of our own und of all other
pationalities—many of them as degraded as it is possible to
be—and they are more ruinous by far, even in proportion to
the ulation, than are the Chinese of Lhe same class. It
18 nﬁ:it&d by the Commissioners of Emigration, by the
Chief of Police und by the Surveyor of the Port, thut tho
Chincse merchants, the six eompanies, and the respectablo
Chinese have always been ready to assist the authorities
both with means and information in putting a stop to the
influx of this depraved elass and in sending them out of the
country; and the fact stands as clear as testimony can maka
anything, that the municipal anthorities are perfectly com-
petent to master the evil the moment they go earnestly to
work at it. It is in clear proof that under the administra-
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tion of Mayor Bryant, Chinese prostitntion was reduced to a
very small figure, and could not only be readily erushed ont,
but prevented from reappearing. It would be just as fuir to
hold the chureh-going population of San Francisen responsie
ble for the existence of white prostitutes as to decry the en-
tire body of Chinese in California because there are a fow
Chinese knaves who make money as panders and pimps to
the vices of whites and Chinese.,

7. 9. The greatest bugbear of all, and viewed in the
light of the evidence taken, the most absurd as a supposi-
tion and uutenable in view of the facts, is the fear which
some persons no doubt seriously entertain, but which far
more express without believing, i. e., that the Chinese will
finally overflow the whole Pacific Coast. Nothing is casier
than to call the attention of a gaping crowd to the teeming
population of China, to their low wages at home, to the
scantily populated plains and vallies of California, and to ery
out that these strange people will inundate the whole conne
try. DBut how do thoe facts stand? 'We shall certainly never
again be able to offer such strong inducements to the Mone
golian immigration as in the past, and it seems to be ad-
mitted on all hands that there are not now as many Chineso
on the whole Pacific Slope as there were in Califoruia twenty
Fears ago. Certain it is that their numbers have not grown
80 a8 to excite any reasonable alarm. The best reasoned
expose of the numbers of Chinese in California, that of Mr,
Alfred Wheeler, taking arrivals and departures from the
~ books of the Commissioners of Shipping, making allowances
for the death rate, and taking the statisties of those whose
bones were sent buck, makes the sum total up to 1873 not over
93,000. Of course the unthinking people take very accurate
notice of the numbers that arrive by every steamer, but
they fail to pay the same attention to the large numbers of
departures, nor do the large numbers who come and
away again because they neither like the wawes nor the
treatment, 1mpress their imagination as do the arrivals,
Would it not be fair to reason that if there be less than
100,000 Chinese on the coast after nearly 80 years, it would
at the saime rate take 250 ycars to bring hither a million,
and that the inducements are and have been yearly dimin-
ighing. Nobody contends that the Chinese are fools. The
evidence all goes to show that they are unusually shrewd and
understand with great accuracy which is the huttered side
of their bread. 1t follows, hence, that they will withhold
the supply of labor just the instant there shall ecase to be g
demand and a profitable demand for it. The influx of
Chinese labor has certanily heretofore depended altogether
. Tpon the demand, and wo have seen that for many consecus
- tive years there were as many departures as arrivals, and
that during quite a number of others the surplus of arrivals
over departures amounted to but a thousand or two. The




20

white population has inereased and is inereasing ont of all

propartion to the Chinese, nor in view of these patent facts

wounld this crnze have ever seized the white population but

for the desire on the part of serub politicians to muke eapital

out of a prejudice so deeply rooted among the ignorant and

o unreflecting as1s the hatred of foreigners. It is ofa piece with
the old “no popery ” cry, in former years so sedulously culti-
vuted by the same class in England and even for a short time
in ourown country. We know that the cost of passage, outfit,
ete., is very large to the Chinaman, and that he will not pay
it unless he sces a clear way of reimbarsing himself for his
outlay, which can only come from his being able to procure
readily profitable remuneration for his work, which ocenpa-
tion will to him be wholly regulated by the increanse of
the white population, without which he is not wanted at all.
The Chinaman neither makes nor calculates on making any«
thing off his countrymen, Ilis Jabor is of use but to the
whites, and just in proportion to the increase of the latter
and the subzeqnent need of working hands to develope the
country will be the inflnx of Chinese. It has never yct
borne a ratio of over one {o fen at any time, nor is therc any
reason to suppose that it ever will.

8. h. We are constantly told by the anti-Coolie speechi-
fiers that there are large numbers of wlite people living in
distress in California, unable to procure employment, and
that this arises from the fact that all the avenues to labor
have been filled up by the Chinese. Of counrse, it is a plan-
sible tale on the part of the speaker, and gladly heard by
the bummer as forming a good excuse for his idlencss; but
the question arises, “Is it true 2" * Will it wash 7", We
shall go no further than the Report for an answer, and wo
ghall take only on this point the evidence of men, the rest
of whouse utterances show them to be prononnced Chinapho-
bists, A former Governor of California testifies:

“ There is ai the present time no surplus of labor on lhis
coast, ‘aking both (white and Chinese) kmils together, and, in
myy opinion, such surplus has never existed.”

A Judge of gixteen years’ standing says:

“I have never scen the labor market overstocked on the Pg

b eific Slpe.”
- . A Chief of San Francisco police adds:
“ 1'lie hoodlums probably owe their existence to those absurd
requlations of (he various frades’ unions, by which young boys
. | are prokibited from being employed as apprentiees. The fault :
: lies with the trades and the O hinese have nothing o do with i.”

The manuger of the Tideland Reclamation Company says :

“ The Chinese fill placea which white labor would pll very re- i
buetantly, or not at atl. We have by this means reclaimed over | |
40,000 acres previously worlth nothing and now producing 50
bushels of wheat per acre, 1'he labor is very disagrecable, but™
if done furnishes openings and opportunities for ‘white peo-

—
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ple. We could not pay the wages which white men would c’mrﬂu:
nor could we dcf-m:i upon them to slay at any price. If
Chinesze were laken away we would have to abandon the work." i
A farmer of 27 years' standing says:
 T'here i& mow, and ilhere always has been employment
enough for every body in this State, white, black and yellow, .
T'he wages of white men are aboui the same as 10 and 15 years '

A missionary long resident in California, but a friend of
the Chinese, states emphatically :

¢ Notwithslanding this peculiar ery abowl the evils of Chinese
labor, labor for indusirious while persons is as abundant, wages
as high, living as cheap and the condilion of the white laborers
as good as in any other part the Uniled States or of the globe.”

A well known lady, who deseribes herself as & solicitress
for life insurance, says:

“ There is plenty of employmeni. It is very hard io gela good
house servani at the preseni, and al all limes 1 California.
Here in San Francisco no white girl® will cook or work in a
house where there are Chinamen. In wmy business the door is
more frequently opened to me by Chinamen than by white
women.'’

The disposition 8o manifest on this side of the continent
on the part of the laborin pnpulntiun to erowd into the
cities, exists largely in California, and the tramp gquestion
looming upon us, appears in California under the name of
hoodlumism. Of course, under nll cireumstances, there will
be instances in which the conditions of labor and employ-
ment will not seem at once to adjust themselves; but there
can be no doubt that the time is not, has not been, and will
not likely soon be in California, when an industrions man,
willing to work, will be for two days unable to find employ-
ment at paying wages. Senator Sargeant states that 16 or
17 years ago, he has been called upou in San Franciseo, by
as many as twenty men in one day, each one telling him
how impossible it was to find work, and how absolutely re-
quigite for the sake of his starving family, was some Govern-
mental position, but he admits that he did not believe the
stories, nor do we, in like manner, give any credence to the
tales of misery resnlting from the industry of the Chinese,
which we can trace to no more trustworthy sources than an 5
Anti-Coolie League, or the palaver of hoodlums and tramps.
No amount of wages will apparently induce the women to
take sorvice in the country or in the smaller villages ; in- 3
deed, every where but in San Franciseo, Bacramento, Stock-
ton, Marysville, ete. One of the gentlemen who appeared
before the Commission, tells how he ecame toSan Hrancisco,
(he resides in the iuteriurg.uximm to hire a number of white
women at high wages. He went to Crosett’s Intelligence
Office on Clay st., and made known his design to the pro-
prietors. There were over thirty there sitting in the office,
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A st :
who professed to want employment, but not one could be
induced to listen a moment after learning that the place was
in the country.,

We have wished to say in as few words as possible what
we think really nceds saying on this very important subject,
whiceh, ill understood on the spot, and by many of those who
are most immediately interested, is still more likely to be
misapprehended by persous here in the East, who have not
met the Chinese personally, and who are liable to be de-
ceived by the persistent ery of the agitators aof this question.
But it is necessary to add a few general observations in
arder that the subject may be put on its proper footing.

Our fist treaty with China was made by Caleb Cushing
in 1844. It contained provisions for a modification of its
terms at the end of twelve years. Such modifications were
made by W, B. Reed. Essentially a new and much more
elaborate treaty was made by Anson Burlingame in 1862,
and certain additional articles were proposed by onr Govern-
ment, and accepted by the Chinese Emperor in 1868. The
treaty is in all respects, far more fuvorable to us than to
China ; 1n fact it has been at our urgency that treaty stipu-
Jations were entered into at all, and we have reaped all the
benefits therefrom resulting. How far we have deviated
from the reciprocity clauses, it will he unnecessary to detail
to any who are at all fumiliar with the course of California
a]iuprcﬂaiva legislation and discriminating taxation of the
Chinese. What our treaty promise is worth, wherein we
bind ourselves that the subjects of either couutry shall have
full rights to the educutional establishments of the other,
he will best know, who atlempts to enter the most reputable
China boy into a San Francisco school. Our subjects in
China are punished (no matter what may be their crime) by
their own law, admimstered by their own Consul; the Chinese
are dragged before our Courts where they know neither the
laws nor the language, aud of which one of the witnesses
BUys: :

“Judﬁs and juries find il easier lo decide against these
people than against our oion race, and heavier judgmenls are
awarded agains! them for the same crimes; they fail of a proper
hearing jor wani of adequale inferprelers and proper counsel,
and the public officers do not even atiempt 10 conceal their pre-
Judice against the Mongolians.

As 10 the clause in the treaty promising immunity from
insult and joutrage, we will take the testimony of the San
Francisco Chief of Police (surely without being on the side
of the Chinese) who says:

% Chingmen have in {his eily, again and again, been treated
most oulrageously, pelied, bealen and abicsed in @ most shameful
manner. If one 15 found alone by a number of hoodlums, he is
very lucky if he escapes with his life or unmaimed.” And a
memler of the police force testificd thata week or two be-
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fore Lthe sitting of a Committee ““a political elub going home
demolished all the Chinese wash ﬁnufas on ils roule, '?md no
arrests were made.”” Certainly this is not acting as becomes .
a great, liberal and magnanimous people, If we arc superior
we should demonstrate it by our acts, which should be kind, :
and by our adhesion to our treaty stipulations. L

To contend, as some have done seriously, that the blind
prejndice existing against the Chinese on the part of onr own :
most ignorant citizens, is a good reason either for driving
out those already here, or for restricting the immmigration of
others, is of a piece with that logie which would seize and
punish the subject of an assault and battery for having been
unfortunate enough to excite the rago of his assailant. Dut
it comes very consistently from the attorncy in this. ease,
who eays, fully knowing that he states a falschood, that
“the Chinaman is the lowest in the rank of erealed inlelligence."
Such men and such arguments simply make themselves unen-
titled to a hearing, and discredit the little truth they might
unwittingly utter.

This prejudice, agreeably to the testimony, does not exist
on the part of native born Americans, unless it be politicians,
office-holders and hoodlums; and the Chinamen themselves
are reported to indicate that they have a pretty clear notion
of the existing cause, when they say in cascs of outrage upon
or insult tu one of their number, *“ Bimeby, afler election, all
lte,””  Can it be possible that this great country is about to
discredit herself not in the eyes of China alone, but of all
Christendom, by attempting to withdraw from the terms of
her treaty? Yetl it must be confessed thal she has never
lived up to its terms, and that the whole course of our treat-
ment of China in this matter, has been simply a repetition
of the game called * Heads, I win; tails, you lose,”” Asa
matter of international law, we have no standing ground in
proposing & change of the treaty; on grounds of national
amity it 1s a direet insult, and as a simple matter of fact, we
will get the worst of it if any change be made, for the Chinese
are shrewd diplomatists, and the extra terratoriality eclanse
has long becn a sore point with the Chinese Government.

At this point it oceurs torus toremark on the very apparent
tendency on the part of many of the witnesses not to tell the
unvarnished truth, but to allow their testimony to descend
into a petty shuffling to prevent the bringing out of some

int regarded as unfavorable by the witness, or to his party,
or nearly every witness testified as a strong partisan. As
an instance, the anthor of ** that disgraceful piece of legisla-
tion,”’ the queune ordinance, is uskcg under oath: Question.
— Was not that ordinance launched especially against China-
men?  Ans.—I know what you're driving al, and I'm going lo
dodge you if I can!! There is a witness for yon under cath;
there i3 a man sworn to tell the truth and the wholeé truthl
Was it much to be wondered at, that in the eommunity
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where such a man is a Jaw maker, judges and lawyers should
testify in words tantamount to these: * Perjury in our Courts
by while wiinesses 1s as common as the smoking of cigars on the
sireets!”

We have it iterated and reiterated that the laboring clasa
of the Chinese are sober, industrious, frugal and steady; and
that their artisans are all this, and in addition, quick, intelli-

ut and apt in business; while it would be impossible for
ﬁ:mﬂn beings to get, for conrtesy, uprightness and integrity
8 higher character than every witness, without exception,
gave to the Chinese merchants. Burely the country would
stultify itself, which should, at the behest of a few brawling
politicians and a ery raised by them, attempt to prevent the -
influx of such inhabitants. It is more of them, not fewer,
that is needed!

But it will be said that petitions largely signed have been
gent to Congress and to the State Legisluture n%ﬂa]ifm-nin, aslke
ing that a stop be put to Chinese immigration, and that few
or none to whom they were presented retused to sign them,
Admitted at once; and managed in the same way, petitiona
could be gotten up to take California out of the Yuion, or do
any other equally absurd and lawless thing. It will at once
be seen how the thing works, when it is considered that
there are 2000 Anti-Coulie Leaguesin San Francisco, or that
each member of each club * pledges himself not to employ
Chinese labor; not to purchase any goods, wares or merchandiss
Jrom any person who employs C'Ainese, and not in any way lo
susiain, fosier or encourage either Chinamen or those who em-
ploy them.”

That Article 3, Sec. 5 of the Constitution of the Anti-
Chinese Union reads thns:

“ Measwres shall be taken o ascertain and publish the names
of the persons in this eity, who employ Chinese,” and that a
paper was actully published (perbaps is so still,) containin
such list of names. It will be readily seen that when auaﬁ
8 crowd took a petition along the business streets, there
would be more signatures thun refusals to sign; the more so,
as those in charge had instructions to add the names of those
who refused, to this black list. Of course, this is a free
conntry, but there are no more martyrs for prineiple in it
than in any other; that is a very persuasive way of procur-
ing the signatures of business men, and whether such or-
gonized ostracism is not a little too Mollie Maguirish for
general usage in u country so free as ours, is liable to great
question.

We add the testimony of a young swoman who had worked
with the Chinese in a shoe shop, last it might be supposed
that there was something offensive in the talk or manner of
the Chinaman towards a young woman, which would aceount
for the dislike heretofore referred to.
 Quest.—* You say girls object o working in the same shop
with Chinamen?”’ Ans.—* Xes, sir,”
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‘Qnéat.r—“.dre Chinamen rude to the girls?’’ Ans—=¢Np,
ﬂl@' never say anything to the girls.” g o

i Q‘IJ'EE.——“ATE fﬁﬂy Eﬁgﬂgwa i mannersg"’ Ansg,—*F ND., i«
| they never talk all day long; they sit and work and when it is
time, they go home."”
We have said nothing whatever uvpon the matter of natu- %

ralization of the Mongolian element in our population, deem-
ine that to be a matter that has no necessary bearing on the
subject in hand, The law hus already decided it for us; and
there are already in S8an Francisco hundreds of merchants and
others resident who have no inelination to give up their own
nationality though the inducements happen for them to be

- greater to reside under the Stars and Stripes than in their
native land. Suach might or might not be the ease with the
Chinese. Certuin it is that California hus one more member
of Congress by their means than she would otherwise be en-
sitled to. We believe that citizenship is, in the case of any
emigration, the very slightest part of the nducement; yet
we conuot help but deprecate such un expression on the part
of a witness, and lament the necessity under which we are
of believing that he spoke the truth as to a class, however
gmall in cur midst. Herc are his words:

« I think the first Chinaman that got naturalized would be
kanged to the lamp post as he left the court room, and we would
rather have all Chinatown gifted en masse with the franchise
to-morrow than believe that we had a majority of citizens in

- any one State capdble of regarding such a deed with any-
tline but abhorence. For though the action of the anti-
Coolie clubs above referred to be coersive in its nature and
renders their movement tyraonical—though it reveals an
atter ahsence of the true basis of freedom, yet one ia not so
much appalled by the evident want of cven the remotest
inkling of humanity. Of Christian charity, it is hardly
worth while to speak in either conneetion, still less in re.

rd to another utterance of the anti-Coolie attorney, where-
ih he said thut he would like {0 stand on Zelegraph Hull and
see all the Chinese hung from the yard arms and see the ships
burned as they eame in.” The strong and unanimous im-
pulse of an intelli E!m people is seldom wrong, but may God
preserve us from knaves and foals |

It is simply absurd for Culifornians to faney that they can,
for any lenghth of time within this Union, uq]hc-ld and main-
tain o different rute of wages from that which prevails else-
where in the same country. That wus possible in regard to
her currency during the war; but the Pacific Railroad had
not yet beeu built, and every day makes a repetition of it
less ossible. She might as well attempt to re-establish and
maiutain the $16 per day of 1849, for which wages, by the

eay, the white man could not purchase much, if any more,

. . of the necessaries of life than he can to-day for a single dol-
lar.” The United States has many citizens residing in China,
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| to whom she owes protection, and ecannot eonsent at the ery

of a small but very loud and active faction in Culifornia
either to degrade their position there or allow them to be
driven out. When we force & nation to open her ports in
order that we may do business with her citizens, and make
a solemn treaty with her, the reciprocity is not all on one
side. (California is after all but one Siate, and we cannot
allow one Btate to dictute. Massachusetts has tried that
business. Bouth Carolia ouce took a hand at it. It can
hardly be said that they were suecessful, In the matter of
a treaty, we cannot ask what we refuse to concede, and
China is not likely to grant privileges which she does not
k.
geﬁ witness has well said that “it is we that keep the
OChinaman apart, and not they. From the day they land till
they lay their bones down, or go away, we are constantly
building a wall of exclugion about them.” And this, too,
happens in a Btate that has 101 million acres of surface, of
which there are only 20 million acres that, from moun-
tains, necessary forests, overflow, &e., will never be arable,
but of which there are not 4 million acres actually cnltivated.
Tt is this State, a few of whose inhabitants wish the Con-
gress of the United States, in defiance of treaty obligations
and of our proud boast that our doors were open to all God's
creatures, to keep out whom ? We will deseribe them in
the words of a Chinaphobist witness: A race indispensably
necessary for the reclamation of the submerged lands, and which

Jor steady employment in that grade of tabor is, perhaps, better

suited than any other race.”” The area of California can, be it
observed, well support seventeen million inhabitants, and
has not not now ﬂ.lll told over T00,000. Of course, we have
too much confidence in the good sense of the people of that
Btate to believe for a moment that such is h{:n will of any
but & misled and noisy fraction, aptly and fitly led by
such a man us appeared in the capacity of attorney before
the Commission. But noise and Gﬂer sometimes earry the
day where decent conduct and sense are disregarded. No
one believes that tho good people of the United States tako
any euch view of the question at issue, and yet we all can
see that both political parties, apparently with a fear of
losing a few votes, put an anti-Chinese plank into the cam-

ign platforms. But this will not perplex any one who
Emws oliticians and plutforms—the subserviance of the
one and the hollowness of the other. If a party equally
blatant were to get up the cry, either in California or else-
where, that inasmuch as men conld have employment steady
by digging up the land with a spade, we shonld ostracise
every person who presumes to use a horse and plow for the
Emp-:}ﬂa, we could soon have that inserted in platforms, anti-

orse and plow leagues, sapient attorneys for them and
equally sapient committees listening to their pleadings.




For our own part we should not be a bit more surprised to
hear the horse and plow characterised as ¢ a terrible scourge™
than we were to read the report and recommendations of
this Committee, and to learn therefrom that the latter are
supposed—surely it must be in some very oceult way—to
have been deduced from the former.

We submit then, that whether we look at the qnestion in
the light of a treaty, or in the mere dollar and cent view, or
in that higher phuse (which many of our opponents are,
doubtless, above taking into aceount) that a gracious Provie
dence has endowed us with a certain number of talents that
we ought to use for the benefit of the world; that both jus-
tice, selfinterest, common humanity and heaven-descended
religion preclude us from either oppressing, excluding or re-
stricting the Mongolian whom-we have amongst us further
than as the law restricts ourselves; and such is the confidenco
that we entertuin in the sober sense of an edueated people,
that we believe the Government of the United Btates inca-
pable of guch a gross wrong as the proposed action would
involve, |
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