This dictionary applies to all the bulletins of this
saries. [t defines terms that may be unclear o new

gardenors.
A
ammealem sitrate — A high nilregen
fertilivar [33-0.0).

amalysis [of a fortilizer] — Tells the
ammunt of it . phosphorus and
potassiam n o fortibizor. A fortibizor
guch as 320-20 has 3% nitrogen, 3%
phosphorus (in tha form of phosphoric
acid) and 208 potassium (s the form of
patazh|,

annual — A plant that lasts only one

WEAT OF FrOWing sonson, wEu s
tomatoss. Anainks rout from momd.

produce Mowers and Trull and then dis

all in one growing season,
B
blennial — A plant that takes twa yenrs

0 I‘hll.fl , much ax boots,
! g and carrots.

1 rulluldlndpﬂdum
lﬂlillllhm'ﬂlr Tho roots bve over
winler and the next yoar sond up shools,
Mower and soed sialls and then die at
the end of the second year.

black plastic — A dark plastic material,
used for mulching. which doss not allow
light to pn-llrlﬁ. It usually comes in

ié

to 4 feot wide. 1% mils O35

blanch — To take the color out or make
whitea by excluding the Light. For ax-
ample. tying lesves over cauliflower
hands blanches them ([prevenis tham
from turning green).

hlossom-end rol — A condition in which
the blossom end of Fruits or “--:Igs.nhhn
such as tomatoes, peppers and squash,
turna black and rots, It is caused by not
anough calcium being taken up by plant
rits [dun o o lack of molsture in the
spdl). It occurs mosat often on tha {lest

fruits produced by a plant.

O

m:‘-ﬁr Ahlihnnmn-lu«-

for mosl wvege-
th. llhumhdubnlm
“hhmm-u

uiea [4600] and ammonium oitrale
[330.0.
burn [ plant) — The result of applying

too much ferlilizer to plants or petting it
ofi lheir leaves. Il injures roots, causes
browning and wilting of leaves and may
kill the plant.

buah [variaty] — Short, compact plant
variatios, like bush beans or bush
squash, which have bush-like growth
rathar than vining growth.



C

cages — Used for supporting wvining
plants, such as lomatoes or cucumbers.
They are usually madn of concrate fefs-
forcamaont wire or similar fencing.

catalogs [sead] — Booklels pul cul by
e companies in which seads. plants
and garden accessories are sold through
tha mail. Catalogs bave more plant varie-
ties and information than are normally
svallable at seed racks. They are froe
asd svailable upon request from ssed
compariss beginning fn Deoember, Ad:
dresiis of companies can be found in
Farm and ganden mapsrines a5 wall as in
Extension Bulletin E-76D [a).

ey — A type of soil mede up of vory
fine partickes. 1t is vory hard, hae Hitle
air ui:r: and drains posrly. Clay solls
ari: “heavy™ soils,

cloves — The bulb-lke sections which
ema ke up s bulb, as in garlic,

/

compast — A mixhare of many different
materials, such a3 rollen  Jeaves,
manure, lime, oic., mixed togeiher and
decompesed. It is mixed with garden
woil, swpacially beavy sofl, to looses i up.
codl spaspn crop — This relers 1o plants
whick grow best in cool weather [sither
In Epring or flﬂ}, soch gy l.'.!lhhlﬂ ar
pack. Mist conl ssason plants can with:
stand frost. For a spring crop, they are
plantad when there is still dongor of
frost. For a fall crop, they are plantod in
July ar late June

crawns — The roots and dormant buds
of one-year-old and oldor porennial
plants, such as rhubarb and asparagus,

uullltlula- E Ta l-u-nmm:r broak up 1l
nall armind growing fils in ordar 1o
Kl weeds and lat air and waler anler
tha sall mare easily.

cultiveter — A amall powerod
Ty TiEler weod to loowsn the soil,
cilwoarm = A oaterpillar which cuts off
v steem of trapeplants, such as cabbagps
and Tomatoos, st ground lovel during the
night. PFlacing paper eollors arcund the
bawe of plant dtems will prevent cut.
worm domage, lnsscticides may also be
imin].

or push-

.....

D

ol = A disease of sesdings
started indoors, caused by cortain fung
which seiter & plant near ground level,
prodecing rot, I is always presas in the
modl. To prevent B, serilise soll and con
talners before plunling ssechs in them .
dissasr-reslstant — This pelers to plant
varictios which have bion bred to with-
sland atieck from corfain dissases. Ini-
fials of dissnees variplies are resiglan
o nre seendlimes printed next o the



variaty name, For examplo, the tomato
variaty sonke has (V.F) printed
next 1o it which messs it s rosistant to
varticillinm and fusariam wilts,
drainage or welldralned — Well
drained soils such asn sand or sandy
loams allow watar to flow through sas-
ity. This is good drainags.

dwarf — This refers to plant varieties
which are shorler (han standird vari-
eliss.

E
sar — The [ruiling spike of sweel corn
which inclades the kornals. cob amd
husks.

elements — The hasic particlss which
compose matter, Of the more than 100
chemical alemants, 18 are kiowan Lo ba
essantal for plant growth. Thess include
the 13 mineral alemonts as waoll as
carbon, cxygen and hydrogen,

eye — Tha bud of o potato tuber,

F i
fall crop — This refors to vegetablos
ted from seed during the summes o
harvestad in the fall; they usaally
grow best in cool weather, such ns
spinach. cauliflower, broocall, cabbaga,
brussels sprouts, stc,
Tertilizer — A substnnoos which provides
putrienis for plant growih, Fertilizers
can be organic [rofied animal wastes,
plant materials, elc.] of Inarganic
[processed substances, such as 5-320-20
fertilizar].

Mower stalks (sosd stalks] — Long stems
on which Mowers and seeds form. Cer-
tain vegetablas, such as lettuce amd
spinach, will form sead stalks if grown in
vary hot weather, Biennkals, mich as car-
rots and parsley, form soed stalks the
second year of thair growth if they sur-
viwe over wintoer,

faliage — The mass of plant leaves,
foad (plant food) — The nutrients need-
ol for plant growth provided by fare-
filizor, Primary ones are oibrogen,
phosphorus and potassiom,

fruil — The sesd-bearing product of a
plant. Many vegetables are actually
frults [for example: tomatoss, peppers,
cucumbers and squash].

fumgichde — A chemical such as Capian
or Maneb used lo prevent or coatrol
fungus diseases on plants, such as
powdery mildew, tomato blight and
fusarium will.

larrow — A trench in the sarth made by
a plow or hoa.

G

germinate — To begin to grow or aproat,
growing peint — The areals) on a plant
where new growth is starcting. The grow-
ing point can be the top bud or buds on
the stems of some planis; it can also ba
al ground level. as with grasses.

growth lght — A light used to sup
ment or substitote for sunlight w
growing houseplants or transplanis in-
doors. They are generally Muorescent
bulbs or special Muorescent-like bulbs,
AllFit in regular Muorescent fixheres.

o



grubs — Thick, worm-like insects in the
immabere stnge which laier become
adull bheetles, flies, etc, They eat the
poots of many garden plants and ara
especially oumerous in soil which has
bean in grass.

H _
harden off — To get plants grown in-
doors gradually accustomed to the more
sevare conditions cutside [sun, wind and
cooler temperatare]. This is dooe by
watering less and placing them ouldoors
on warm spring days and bringing Usem
in at night. Transplants grown indoors
ahould be hardeasd off before ph:rll."i.ng
in the garden.

barvest — To plck or gather a crop.
bead — The top part of a planl. espe.
cially when the leaves are tghily folded

togathar in a clump, as in 8 head of le-
tuce o cabbags.

harbicide — A chemical which kills ar
conirols wasdds,

hill = A group of seeds sown together
(ot & mound of scil), Some vegetables
EIJT ag aquash are wsually planted in

o, ©
ﬂ'ﬂ

bot caps or bol teals — Small covers
placed over plants which let in Light bul
proteci the from frost amd wind
alter nling.

hmsk — The cuter, leallike cover enclos-

ing an ear of corn.

hybrid — A crossbred plant or animal. A
hybirid is the olfspring of a male of one
spocies, variety, tc. and a female from
anoiher. Hybrid plants are usually more
vigorows than slther of the pareais
Seeds of hybekd plants, however, should
ot ba eavid Becauss they will oot peo.
duce the same hybrsd plant [will not he

trua totypel,

I
innncticids — A chemical such as

Malathian thet kills or controls insects.
irrkgatlon — Watsring with overhaad
sprinklors, plastic hoses. flooding. ste, to
supply growing crops with moeisturs,

| -

K = Symbol [or potassium,

kernals — Smods (really one-seeded
Iruita) of swest corn which form on the
cah.

L

loam — A good garden soll consisting of
& locss mixture of clay, sand and organic
mattar,

M
mature — (he stage al which a
vegetablo i® full grown. MNote: maturity
and ripenoss do nol mean the same
thing. Some vogelables are ready o eat
iripa) beforo they are fully mature, such
ne summar squash, swesl corn and
cisnmbars.

minerals -~ Any chemicul elemeni or
mambinatien  of olamants  ocoarring
naturally in soll, rocks, eto, such s
lima. Of tha 16 alemenis neaded by
plants, 13 aro dortved from minerals and
collod minere! alemanis, The other three
[carbon, oxvgen and hydrogen) are ob-
tained from water and carbon dioxide,




mulch — Any substance such as straw,
leaves, atc, spread on the ground 1o pro-
tect the roots of plants from haot, cold or
drought. to keop frult clean, to prevent
wamis from growing and fo conserve
mnisturs,

N

N — Symbeol for nitrogen.

nitrogen — (ns of the major nutrlenis
neadsd by plants for growth, Mitrogen
promides bealy growth and dark green
color. In a 50-20-20 fertilizer. tho first
number slands for the percentage of
mitrogen. Thus in & 100db. bag of 520.20
fertitizer. thers would ba 5 lba. of
nitrogen. Signs of nitrogen daficioncy
are pale yellow lsaves, sspecially in the
bowear portions, and alow, stunted
Arowth.

ouwtrients — The mineral alements
nicemgary for plant growih: odirogen,
phosphoras, potasalum, calelum, mag-
nesium, iron, copper, dne, melybdamam,
sulfur, ., cobalt and boeron.
Plants take thasa nulnm!n {ram tha aail.
Fertilizars raplace tham.

0
organic gardening — Gardoning withouat
man-mude msterinls soch as chomical
fertilizers, pesticides, ele. and weing only
natural materials for fertilieers or
pasticides.,

organilc matter or material — Dorivod
from living organisms, Exam are
leaves, grass clippings, ™o planiz,
animal wastes, silc. & organic
malter to soll bossns | improves
drainage as well as adds nulrients.

P

F = Symbal for phosphorus.

peal moss — Decomposod plant material
[especially some bog mosaes) nddod 10 a

soil mix to leosen it op and/or to help it
retain moisture.

perennial = A plant which continuos to
live  from “;Idl.!rh II:: :ﬂr. mach a8
ASPATAGUS rhubarbh, A fl.rﬂ'l.l:llll'l
rools livee owver winter and send wp
shoots, Mowers ond frult during oach
rOWIng seasan,

perlite — A mineral added o soll mives
Ll;ﬂhpm&dﬂlmmhlhmh:upthl

pesticide — A substance used to kill or
control bacteria, fungi, insscts, rodents,
wninds, olc. Pestiides include (ungi
cides, inseclicides and berbicides.
phosphores — One of the three major
nutrients required by plants for growth.
It promofes developmant of fowers and
fruit, as well as rool growth, [t is the
middle number on fectilizer labels; for
axample 5-20.20. Signs of phosphorus
daficlency are reddish porple color on
sloms and veing of leaves, espacially on
underside. very thin stems and delayed
maturity of fruits,

pinch — To remove the growing poknt of
planis, Pinching out the growing polnt
will make most plantz send out sida
shoots and become bushier,

Y

phow — To loosen and turn the sail for
planting. A plmll culs, ks amd tofhe
ovar the soil.

polde — A tall. thin stick used to suppoert

tall clim plants. Or, a vegotable
'l'arim wﬁ. fall and climbing, 4= in

pnlh.-t: To transler pollen from the
male to the {emale parts of a flower.

Pollen can be carried by wind, insects or
birds to another plant [cross-polli-
nation], or a plant can pollinate itsalf
(=melf-pollination].



=—  Potassium carbonafe,

aapacially from wood ashes. This form of

potaasium is often applied as fartilizer to
B.

potessium — One of the three major

nulrients required by plants. Tt is the
third number on fertilizer labels; for ax-

potassium deficiency

l.mmrlms. hrmnmganddmmlfhaf
edges. brown spols throughout the leal

upn:l.n.lllpmhnurpul.tdlhphnt.

ﬂ‘m’ﬂl and uneven ripening of

r-n = To cut off or trim unwanied
chas on plants,

recemmended wvarieties — Plani
wnriating  (mspecially vepeiables] con-
siderad to be best adapted for growth in
& particular climate. These are common-
Iy detarminad by the agricultural collags
or university in each state.

ripe — Ready for picking or aating.
roal ball — A plant’s roots and the sodl
nround tham,

"

retate — The practice of changing the
location of vegetable crops in a garden
sach year, Plants attacked by the same
pesiis shumbl be rolated io avoid dissases
or insscis which live in the =oil. Also.
certain bles are heavy Teeders of
oprtain nutrients and would depleta
the soil's nutrient supply if they waro
planted in the same place every yoar. A
gardan plan is helphod in remembering
whara vegatablas were planted from one
yoar to another.

rototiller — A hand-held. motor-driven
tiller which churng and loosens the soil
te prepara it for planting. I8 is often used
in small gardens instesd of & plow.

such as carrels and onjons which sur-
viwva n winter go o seed the second year.
sond potaloss or weed pleces — Small
potatoas ready to plant or large ones
which may bo cut up inte smaller por-
tiomg to plant. Seod potatoss are used for
geowlng now polatoss, Therefore, sach
piea must cenialn one or more eyes.
Cortiflod soed potafoes are frea of
disanss and will sprout easily.

(D

soed atalks — Stalks on which flowers
and then deeds form. When vegetahles
send op & seed atalk it is the same thing
s gokng to soed,

seadling — A small plant alter it has
epronstod [rom soed.

Yy

#ets — Small onkons grown from seed the
provimes yiar, When planted, they will
m faster than onions grown from

shoot — Maow growth of a plant in the
form of & stem and its lsaves.



sldedross — The applicailon of a fer.
Wlizer llnn,n: rows orf around plant
[ipmniinlly ni mround July 4. callad
lhﬂﬂﬂr'ﬂmﬂ li is placed no
closer than 4 loches from plants and
shiould be worked into the sall.

sllks — Thoss portions of the female
flowers on an anr of swoel corn that run
(rom the ond of the sar to (he bermols:
tho bairy or silky strands difcult 1o
e {rom bt wess the Lermels

sl — Top layer of soll fillsd with the
roots of gross, wesds, etc, Sod also con-
tains many Insocts such as gribs, cul-
worms, narthworms and others. [
should be plewsd a Full year befors
planting & pgarden to rocece The mamber
of grubs and cutworms,

wow — To plant seods.

wpear = A yousg sboot of separapes.
spiadly — Tall and slender. or weak It
is wsually coused by growing plants n
waak lghl and/er p;.I worm lem-
porateres.  Spindly Als are poor
transplants,

stake — To place stakes [usually
woodan| near vining plants. particalarly
tomatond, and tie the stems to the stakos
at various places for support,

slarter solullen — A fertibizer solution
high in phosphorus applicd to the sall
around tramplanis when they aro
placed io the garden. It encourages root
growth. A typical starter solution might
b 10-55-100,

slerilize — To sterilize soll or containers
belore planting seeds or plants in them
s 10 Lill soet dissass organisme.
This ts done by baking soll. treating it
with & chemical or soaking containers in

i cleaning solution such as chlorox.
Bk = Planting seads ai
inlarvals a fow woesls so that the

harvest period is extends] over many

T Ry
tusuely, tosuoling

woeks natiod of the whole crop becom-
ing raadky @l onen,

sucker — A shool [rom the rools or
lower pari of the stem of & plant such as
corn. Thess are usually not remeved.

§ — Tnnnoln nre the male
flowers of & corn plant and produce
pollen grains. Tasseling refers to the
time tassols appear on the plant.
thim — To reduce (he number of

Finw the axiras,
L e e

tll — To pow or work the sl 0
oultivabe.

nts ln

transplants — Young gls started
from seed and grown They are
ﬂ plantsd in the HI{'M r‘Imtmh
peppers are uvually sia o
transplants.
trealed — This refirs 1o seod which has
been conted with a fungiclide to provent
disease from killing It when planted.
Seads plantod sarly in cool. wet solls
espacially nesd treating with a fangl
cidpy. Somolimes soods may alse bo
treatod with an nsscticids.
taber — A short, floshy. usually
underground stem or shoot with buds [oe
eyes) such as a potate Preces of potatoes
having one or mote oy Cah be planiad
to grow mirw polato plasts




tuberouns reot — A thick, fleshy root like
& tuber, but having buds presant only at
the crown [the stem end] such as & sweat
potata. The whaol¢ sweal polate must be

plantad to grow a naw plant,

u

wrem — 4 high nitrogan fertilizer
[48-0.0),

v

varisty — A plant which has alightly dif-
forent cheracteristics from  other

mimbars of its species. Tomato variaties
hava different color, teste. shape, fex-
fure, days $o matarity, disease
ragislnnas, alo.

vegelable — Plants or plant parts usad
for food. Tomatoes, curumbers, peppers,
otc. are called vegetables though they
ara really frodts,

vormiculilp — [/sed in soll mixes to
loosen aoil. 11 is alse usel as & mediom in
which seadlings are started,

vining — Thiz refers to vegetable
varieties that are climbing planis, such
as pole baans or . They are usually
supported by a 8. Btake or caga.

w

warm season crop — This refars to
vagetables which grow best in warm
weather and which are injured by frost,
such as bush beans, malons, tomatoas
and others. Moat warm season vege
tables cannot be planted until May 20 to
June 1 in southern lower Michigan.
water soluble — This refers to far
tiligars or other matorials that easily
digsolve in water,
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