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7Tus d i c t i o n a r y a p p l i e s l o a l l the bu l le t ins o f (his 

s e r i e s . If d e / i n e s terms tha i m a y b e u n c l e a r to n e w 

g a r d e n e r s . 

eJtrele - A Ugh aitregen 
fertilizer (AWX)| 
u u M i (o* a fertihier) - Toll* the 
amount at nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium in a fefttliiar* A fertiliiJir 
auch a* V2O20 ha* V.* nitrogen, **'• 
phosphorus (in the form of phosphoric 
acid) and 204b potassium tin the form of 
potash). 
annual — A plant that lasts only one 
year or growing season, such a* 
tomatoes- Annuals sprout from seed* 
produc* flowera and fruit and then die 
all In one growing season* 

B 
biennial — A plant that lakes two years 
lo complete its Ufa «\d*h such as boots. 
brusseis sprouts, cabbage and carrot* 
Biennials sprout from aoad and produce 
leaves the first year. Too root* live ever 
winter and ihe nail year tend up whfWttS. 
flower and seed s ta tu and than die at 
the end of the second year 

black elastic — A dark plastic material 
used for mulching, which does not a Dow 

S to penetrate. It usually cornea In 
2 to 4 feet wide. lv» nub (.0015 

s s e h n ^ . ; 

i — To take the color oat or i 
white by a^deJag the hgh(. For ex
ample, tying leaves over cauliflower 
heeds blanches them (prevents them 
from turning green). 

rot — A condition in which 
the blossom end of fruits or vttgoUbU*. 
such a s tomatoes, peppers and squuah. 
turns black and rots. It is caused by not 
onough calcium being taken up by plant 
roots (dun to » lack of moisture in the 
wii | . II occurs most often on the first 
fruits produced by a plnnL 

booster fertituer — A high nitrogen fer
tiliser recomjnsoded for meal vogo-
U b W It is appbed about mkjieeton. 
usually by sJoMreesing. Examples are 
urea ( « e o o | and Qssjeoniusn nitrate 

b a n (a plant) — The result of applying 
too much fertihier to plants or getting it 
on their leaves. It injure* roots, causes 
browning and wilting of leave* and may 
kill the plant 

bush {variety! — Short, compact plant 
varieties, like bush Don ml or bush 
squash, which have bush-like growth 
rather than vlning growth. 



cage* — Used for Supporting vinin« 
plants, such A* tomatoes or cucumbers. 
They are usually route of concrete rein* 
forcetnent wire or stmiUr fencing. 
catalogs [seed) — Booklets put out by 
seed a a p i o l o m which seed*, petals 
• a d garden a < c o j j o m j ere seed through 
thensail Catalogs have more plant varte-
t*ea end information than are oorowury 

at seed rack*. They ere fret 
available upon request from seed 

«Claaaa« In December. Ad-
of oteepeaies can be found in 

f a r m a r r i g a r t o s s e a e r o e e a f t w e l l a s i n 
Estemson Bulletin E-760 (a). 

d a y — A type of sod) made up of very 
fine particle*. It U very hard, ha* little 
air space and drain* poorly. Clay toil* 
a j f f r W v y ' a o i h . 

clem — Tho bulb-like section* which 
mute up a bulb, as in garlic 

— A small powered or push-
type tille* used to loosen tho soil. 

«utwors* — A caterpillar which cuts off 
ihif itnm of transplants, such as c a b b i e 
and lomalooa. at ground level during the 
night. Placing paper collars around the 
IMIMT of plant slams will prevent cut
worm rinnuifto. Insecticides may also be 
UHTHI 

ksve*. U 
coejpes* — A mixture of nwny different 
materials, such aa rotum 
laanure, bese, e t c . n ixed together and 
o>cotapoaad. It is nixed with tardea 
seil aapecUUy beery soi l toLoeeen Hap. 

tea l teeeea cree — This raf e n to pleats 
whsch f row beat in cool weather [either 
in sprint or fall), such as cabbage and 
peas. Meat cool season plants ceo with 
tumd frost For a spring crop, they a re 
planted when there U still danger of 
frost. For a fall crop, they are planted In 
Jury or Ln!e June 

crowns — The roots and dormant buds 
of one-year-old and older perennial 
pin nl ti, such as rhubarb and asparagus, 
cultivate — To loosen or break up tin* 
soil around growing plants in order to 
kill weeds and let air and wntrr enter 
tha soil moro easily. 

sUwpieg err — * 
surfed imkors. caused by 

a ST 
trot . It ks always p r e n a l km the 

TeprevanlK. sierOssa seal and coa-
Ulnars befere planting aaada n theav 
enseese realstaal — Tnis refers to plant 
varieties which have been bred lo with
stand attack from certain diseases. Ini
tials of diseases varieties are resistant 
to are s*anetla*ts printed neu to the 



variety noma For nxampta* the tomato 
va r i ed Supersonic has (V.F| printed 
next to it which KinuuH It in resistant to 
vnrt if allium and fusarium will*. 
drain ig r or well-drained — Well* 
drmnttd soils such AS sand or sandy 
loam* allow water to flow through atta
in/. This is good drainage 

dwarf — This rnfnrs to plant varieties 
which a re shorter than utandnrd Sttli-
eties, 

E _ _ _ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ 
eex — The (railing spike of sweet com 
which include* the koroala. cob and 
.H is ks 

eJencnl t — The basic particle* which 
compos* matter. Of the more than 100 
innmicil element*. 16 are known to be 
aesentia] for plant growth. Thee* include 
the 13 mineral elements an wall as 
carbon, oxygen and hydrogen* 
eye — Th« bud of a potato tube r 

fall crop — This refer* to vegetable* 

Canted from s«ad during thn Hummer to 
* harvested in the fall: thoy usually 

grow best in cool weather, such a t 
spinach, cauliflower, broccoli, cabbogo. 
brusseU sprouts, etc. 
ferttkUer — A subatanre whifh provide* 
nutrients for plant growth. rVriihrvr* 
can be organic (rotted animal weal**, 
plant sviie rials, etc.) or inorgank: 
(processed substance*, such a s S-2O-20 
fertlhwr). 

Dower stalk* (seed stalk*) — Long stems 
on which flowers and teed* Cora. Cer
tain vegetable*, such as lettuce and 
spinach, will form seed stalk* if grown in 
very hot weather. Biennials, such as car
rots and parsley, form seed stalk* the 
second year of their growth if they sur
vive over winter. 

folUge — The mass of plant leaves. 
feed (plant food) — The nutrients need
ed for plant growth provided by fer
tiliser. Primary ones a m mtmgtm, 
phosphorus and potassium. 

fruit — The saed bearing product of a 
plant. Many vegetables a r e actually 
fruit* (for example: tomatoes, popper*, 
cucumber* and squash]. 

fungklde — A chemical such as Cnptan 
or Ma neb used to prevent or control 
f unna diffntfn on plants, such a* 
powdery mildew, tomato blight and 
fusarium wilt. 

furrow —A trench in the ea r th made by 
a plow or bo*. 

G 
garminate — To begin to grow or sprout, 
growing point — The area(s) on a plant 
whore new growth is starting. The grow
ing point can be the top bud or bods on 
the stems of some plants: It can also be
nt ground level, as with grasses 
growth light — A light uaod to supplu 
mpnt or substitute for wiuliplil when 
growing bouseplant* or transplants in
door*. They a r e generally fluorescent 
bulbs or special Huorescent h i e bulbs. 
All fit in regular fluorescent fixture*. 



grub* — Thick* worm-like Insects in the 
imnuiturn stage which later become 
adult beetle*, flic*, etc. They eat the 
root* of many garden plant* and a r e 
especially numerous in veil which has 
been in grass. 

her dee ef t — To get piants grown in* 
doors gradually accustomed to the mora 
severe conditions outside (sun. w i n d a n d 
cooler temperature). This is done by 
watering less and placing them outdoors 
on warm spring days end bringing them 
in at night. Transplants grown indoors 

fchould IK.' l^irdetii i t t j u\i hr?fure [ > U n t i n g 

in the garden. 

harvest — To pick or gather a crop. 

heed — The top pari of a plant, espe
cially when the leaves a r e tightly folded 
together in ;i clump, HH in e head or lot* 
tuoe or cabbage. 

herbicide — A chemical which kills or 
controts weeds. 

hill — A group of seeds sown together 
(not a mound nf noil). Some vegetables 
such as squash a r c usually planted in 
hihV 

**«.? 
hot caps or bet tea ls — Small covers 
placed over plants which let In light but 
protect t he plants from frost and wind 
after transplanting. 

husk — Tne outer, leaf-like cover enclos
ing an ear of corn. 

hybrid — A crossbred plant or animal. A 
hybrid Is the offspring of a male of one 
spade!« variety, etc. and a female from 
anolher. Hybrid plants a r e usually more 
vigor**** than either of the parents . 
S a a b of hybrid plants, however, should 
not be saved because they* will not pro
duce the same hybrid plant [wilt not be 
true to type! * 

I . 
i n « e d k l d e — A chemical such a s 
Mulelhlon Ihnt kill* or controls insects. 
Irrigation — Watering with overhead 
sprinklers, plastic hose*, flooding, etc. to 
supply growing crop* with moiiture. 

K — Symbol for potnsaium. 

Is iaea i •* Seeds (really one-seeded 
fruit*) of *wee1 rorn which form on the 
cob. 

leasi — A took garoW soil Consisting of 
a loose mixture of clay, send and orjenic 
nut ter . 

M 
mature — Tne stage at which a 
vegetable is full grown. Note: maturity 
and riperjees do not mean the same 
thing Some vegetables a r e ready t o eat 
(ripe) before they a re fully mature, such 
as summer squash, sweet corn and 
n x umbers* 
nineral* •*• Any chemical element or 
lomhmniion of elements occurring 
naturally in noil, rocks, etc., such n* 
lime. Of the lb elements needed by 
plants, t :i a r e derived from minerals and 
culled mineral elements. The other three 
(carbon, otfYflen and hydrogen) a r e ob-
luinrd from water and carbon dioxirio. 



mulch — Any substance jiuch an straw, 
leaves, etc. spread on ihu ground to p r o 
t o d the roots of plants from hoot, cold or 
drought, lo keep fruit clean, to prevent 
woods from growing and to conperve 
moisture. 

N — Symbol for nrtrojon. 
nitrogen — One of tho nuijor nutrients 
needed by plants for growth. Nitrogen 
promotes leafy growth and dark green 
color [n a 90-20-20 fertilizer, the fir*! 
number stands for the percentage of 
nitrogen Thus in a lOWb. beg of *• 20-20 
fertilizer, there would be 5 lb*, of 
nilrogen. Sign* of nitrogen deficiency 
a re pole yellow leaves, especially in the 
lower portions, end alow, stunted 
growth* 

nutrient* — The mineral s lament* 
necessary for plant growth: nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium, calcium, mag
nesium, iron, copper tine. molybdenum, 
sulfur, manganese, cobalt and boron. 
Plants take these nutrients from tho Mil. 
Fertilizers replace thorn. 

o 
o r g a i J c « r s f r n l n g — G a rooming with*>ol 
mnn-mndn mulorinls such aa chomluil 
fertilizer*, ptnlicuitis. etc. and using only 
natural materials for fertilizer* i>r 
pesticides. 

organic matter or material — Derived 
from living organisms. Exaraplet a r e 
leaves, a reas dippings, rotted plants. 
animal wastes, etc. Adding organic 
matter to soil looaeos it and improve* 
drainage as well as adds nutrients. 

P 
P — Symbol for phosphorus. 
peat a w n — Ik* nmpowffl plant material 
(eepedaUy some bog mosses) added to a 
soil mix to loosen it u p and/or to help It 
retain moisture. 
pcr rnnUl — A plant which continues to 
live from year to y e a r such a t 
asparagus and rhubarb. A perennia ls 
roots live over winter and send u p 
shoots, flowtirs and fruil during ooch 
ti rowing season. 

pertile — A mineral added to soil mixes 
to improve drainage by looeening u p the 
•aAl 
pesticide *- A substance used lo kill or 
control bacteria, fungi, insects, rodents. 
woods, etc. Pesticides include fungi-
rt<im. inwclicidra an«l hrrhii.iilt**. 

phosphorus — One of the three major 
nutrients required by plants for growth. 
It promotes development of flowers and 
fruit, as well a s root growth. It is the 
middle number on fertilizer labels: for 
example 5-20-20, Signs of phosphorus 
deficiency a re reddish purple color on 
stems and veins of leaves, especially on 
underside, very thin stems and delayed 
maturity of fruits. 

pinch — To remove the growing point of 
plants. Pinching out the growing point 
will make most plants send out side 
shoots and become bushier* 

plow — To loosen and turn the soil for 
planting. A plow cuts, lifts and turns 
over the soil. 

pole — A tall, thin stick used to support 
tall climbing plants. Or . a vegetable 
variety which is tall and climbing, u s in 
pole beans. 

pollinate — T o transfer pollen from the 
male to the female parts of a flower. 
Pollen can be carr ied by wind, insects or 
birds to another plant (cross-poUi-
natton), or a plant can pollinate Itself 
(self pollination). 



potash — Potassium carbonate, 
especially from wood ashes. This form of 
potassium is often applied a s fertilizer to 
plants. 
potassium — One of the three cnajor 
nutrients required by plants. It is tho 
third number on fertiliser kbels; for ex
ample 5-20-20. Potassium promotes root 
growth. Signs of potassium deffcdeacy 
•re curling, browning and drying of loaf 
edges, brown spots throughout the loaf, 
especially on lower perls of the plant, 
slow growth sod uneven ripening of 
M L 

prims — To cut off or trim unwanted 
branches on plants. 

R 
reoeemisMed varieties — Plant 
vnrinti<t$ (especially vegetables) con* 
*iderod to be best adapted for growth In 
a particular climate. These are common-
ly determined by the agricultural college 
or university in each state. 

ripe — Ready for picking or eating. 

r«ei hall — A plant's roots and the soil 
n round them. 

rotate — The practice of changing the 
location of vegetable crops in n garden 
each year. Plants attacked by the seme 
pests should be rota tod to avoid diseases 
or Insects which lira in the soil. Also, 
certain vegetables are heavy feeders of 
oertain soil nutrients and would deplete 
the soil's nutrient supply if they were 
planted in the same place every year. A 

gttrdtifj pin J a i s h e l p f u l In nsMSBUBsAM 

where vegetables were planted from one 
year to another. 

rototlUer — A hand-held, motor-driven 
tiller which churns and loosens the soil 
to prepare ft for planting, H If -'Am ejad 
in small gardens instead of H plow 

( a to seed — This refers to plants, 
especially vegetables* forming seed 
italka* Lettuce does this in hot weather. 
This roduoae yiflld Siinw lettuce will not 
form loaves after going to seed. Biennials 
such as carrots and onions which sur
vive a winter go to seed the second year. 

• i i-f potato* , or seed pieces — Small 
fwrtrilrtfTit randy to plant or large ones 
which may be cut up into smaller per* 
tions to plant. Seed potatoes are used for 
growing new potatoes* Therefore, each 
piece must oonluin one or more eves. 
Certified seed pel a toes are free of 
disease and will sprout easily. 

£>© 
seed stalks — Stall* on which flowers 
and then seeds form. When vegetables 
send up a seed sulk it » I h o same thing 
as going to seed. 
soedamg — A small plant after it has 
sprouted from seed. 

XX 
sets — Small onions grown from seed the 
previous year. When planted, they will 
mature faster than onions grown from 
seeds. 

fthool — New growth of a plant In the 
form of u stem and its liuiyes. 



iid*drese — The applkAlkHi or a fer-
ttlii«r alanjj row* or around plant* 
(rHijmjHjillv nitrogen nroutid Julv 4. CHI IWI 
a booster fertiliser) H Lt placed Da 
doner then 4 Incfcee from plants and 
should be worked into the m l . 

silks — Thorn portion* of the female 
(lowers oo an ear of sweet com that m o 
frora the end of the ear to the kernels; 
lha hairy or atlky strands difficult lo> 
rtasmu frees hatweon tiW kernels* 

sad — Top layer of soil filled with tha 
root* of xftift*. wood*, ate. Sod also con
tains many Insect* such an grubs, cut
worms, earth worm* and others. It 
should ba plowed a rail year before 
pUnling a garden lo reduce the mi enter 
of grubs and cutworms. 

eew — To plant seeds. 

•peer — A yoeset shoot of a tpa ra gus. 

afeaety — Tall and slender, or waaL It 
It usually caused by growing plants in 
weak light and/or at warm tem
peratures. Spindly plants are poor 
transplants. 

stake — To place stales (usually 
woodanj near vlning plants, particularly 
tomatoes, and tie the sterna to the stake* 
at various places for support. 

starter moJvttea — A fertiliser solution 
high m phoaphorus applied to the sod 
around transplants when they are 
placed in the Harden. It encourages root 
growth. A typical starter solution might 
be l O » 1 0 

strritiie — To etarihxe soil or containers 
before planting seeds or plants in then 

Tnss (a dona by bakfn* sod treating H 
with a chemical or soaking containers in 
ada«nia4soh»onsochaschlorox. 

sweceeeree pUnlleg — Planting seeds a l 
intervale of a few weeis so that the 
harvest period is extended over many 

weeks ineteud of the whole crop becom
ing reedy a t once. 

sucker — A shoot from the roots or 
lower pari of the stem of a plant such as 
corn. These are usually not removed. 

taesoU, 1a**«llng — Tassels nre th<» mjilo 
flowers of a com plant and produce 
pollen grains. Teaseling refers to the 
tiase Useels appear on the plant. 

teen — To reduce the nunsber of plants m 
a row by ramovinc thenar i- Thinnings 
may ba transplanted or eaten if large 
enough. 

t i l — To plow or work the sod: to 
cultivate. 

transplants — Young plants started 
from seed and grown indoors. They e re 
then planted In the gorden. Tomatoes 
and peppers are usually started front 
transplant 

treated — This refers to aaed which has 
been conted with a fungicide to prevent 
il laasr tnxn killing ,1 wl planted 
Seeds plnnted early in cool, wet soils 
eepecsaUv need treating with a fungi-
ode Scenetunre seeds may also be 
treated withan insecticide. 

tnber — A short, fleshy, usually 
underground stem or shoot with buds (or 
ey*=s) such as a potato Pieces of potatoea 
having one or more eyes nan be faanted 
to grow new potato pisnl *. 



tuberous root — A thick, fleshy root like 
a tuber, but having buds present only at 
the crowD (the sttfm end) such as a s w w t 
potato. The whole sweet potato must be 
planted to grow n new plant, 

V 
urea — A high nitrogen fertilizer 
146-00). 

V 
variety — A plant which has slightly dif
ferent characteristics from other 
members of its species. Tomato varieties 
have different color, taste, shape, tex
ture, days to maturity, disease 
resistance. «t<:. 
vegetable — Plants or plant ports used 
for food. Tomatoe** cucumber*. ]>epper$. 
e t c a r e called vegetables though tboy 
a re really fruits. 
*ermitulitn — Used in soil mixes to 
loosen soil. H is alsoused a t a medium in 
which seedlings a r e started. 

vining — Tnis refers to vegetable 
varieties that a r e climbing plants, such 
a s pole b e a n s or peas. They a re usually 
supported by a trellis, stake or cage. 

w 
warm s e a s m c rop ~ This refers to 
vegetables which grow beat in warm 
weather and which a re injured by frost, 
such a s bush beans, melons, tomntoos 
and others. Most warm season vogo-
tebles cannot be planted until May 20 to 
juno 1 in southern lower Michigan, 
water soluble — This refers to fer
tiliser* or other materials that easily 
dissolve in water . 

O f W fruUrfrtiJ » '*& Mrm fvvHJr ntotafiaf mfan**t¥>* a* vrfrtxAte f*'to*i*g 
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