PRODUCE A LOT

Folatoes and sweet polatoes are
fun 7o groo and produce a lot of

vegelables, bul reavire some
work and a lot of space. They

are goed for yow and can be
uied many ways.

THE BASICS

st Plant in o well-drained, well- cultivated
seil A sandy loam soil 5 ﬁ-ﬂf ﬂrgm'r.l':: mn.f:rr.l'nﬂ
Such as grass clppi leaves or well-roffed manure
can be worked' inTo soif fo produce beffer pofaloes,
Do pet plant for | year affer filling sod because of
grub damage

fertilizer: Before plarifing, work in 2 pounds (% cups) of 520-20

fertilizer per 100 savare feet of 30l Apply a high
nitrogen fertilizer no later than duly 4. .

water: Do not allow soil o dry oul Tora long Tme. Alternate drye

and wel periods cavse a hollow cenfer in reguiar palatees) x i
weading  * Weed well alter pfﬂnfn}'pj. but be carelul net 1o infure
shallow roofs,

* Step cultivalion when blossoms Torm on regulor polathes
and when soest pofalo wines cover the ground ilust
col weeds off al ground level.

*A muleh will save work, keep in moisture and prevent
exposed pofafoes from furning green
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POTATOES

Ptaloes are swollen undergrovng sfems .ﬂ:li:lllur "nrﬁer_l,' Rf_q ﬁnr-r IEtuJ; or
"eyes” on them. They grow well in cool weather but frost can hur? sprouls,

veEe ciacay

with at

least [ eye fach. PLANTING

Plant April 20 to May a’ﬂ_.ﬁ'r a summer crop Flant
midseason or late varielies May 10 1o Jime I for
pofatoes To sfore overwinier

* Use "seed pomices” {sma-ﬂ"'fﬂ:‘-'bﬂ ar pieces of large ones
with I or more eyes each them from garden stores,
farmers' markels or seed calalogs. Duy cerhified seed
pofaloes fo avoid disease.

* Do nel plant pofafoes from the slore. Jhey are freafed with
chemicals to step sprevling and may carry direase.

£ Small polafpes are o plant. Cutt large —
ones info preces with or more eyes each, sprouts
jﬁmrhpgnp#pfpﬂ*ﬂﬁdnyrmwﬁ.ﬁml ~1

2 Plant ¥ inches deep, I fool apart in rool
Leave 2 fo J feef belueen rows.

3 Cover with 2 inches of soil. After They sprout
add 2 more inches of soil — ¥ inches in all

¥ Dont plant when soil & very wel or hot and dry.

& If any pofatoes show aboveground, cover with seil
IF exposed fo sum, They lorn green and can be poiscnous.

SWEET POTATOES

HARVESTING awo STORAGE  ° /318
Loch planl welds up To ¥ pounds of pofatoes.

i You con dig “new” polatoes when vmes sfart
Howering. This reduces yrelds, however. o
Well-malured pofafoes store beffer

Z Dig malure pofofoes affer vines die down, before
ground freezes. Llse a spading fork or shovel
Be careful not to cut or bruise polatoes.

3 Let them ory off before sforing

¥ Store only perfect polaloes.

& Store in 1"-5‘: dark af about ¥0°F. If its much warmer, theyl
sprovl. If kept below 35°F, they may turn sweel

Cul off any green parl: of the potats before
eafing — i‘fty may be poisoncus.

CuT auay
green Pn‘rﬁ'

These need o fong, warm
raoft called

for planting like potatoes. They don't always produce well i Michigan

FPLANTING

i Plant transplanls. Gel them from a
den center or seed calolog. ?F‘_ﬂq aa ‘aﬂ:
i’ur polatoes from the store may .
not sproul and can carry disease. 5
2 Plant 12 to I8 inches opart in rows

3 feel aparf %
Wﬁ viry ¥
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ouing Season. Hﬁ.nr after the last :IrH!.'lilt lr.ul"fn._q 20 ta J.l:in! J'_l ?.?Il!'y are
raus roofe” They hove o few buds a.t‘-lﬁ gnd, £ carmcl be cul up

of the cool summers,

HARVESTING awo STORAGE

! Dig on a warm, sunny day offer the first
Ej_ frﬂﬂﬂtwrruf:g?famjmﬂan

2 Let them dry off before staring.

I Leave in a warm (BO°F) reem with good
air circulation 2 to 3 weeks.

¥ Then store of 55 ro 60°F in o dry place. Check offen and

remave spoiled or reffen ones




RECOMMENDED VARIETIES — Da Days from planting le harvest in (]

Fafulors
Early (75) Onaway Lote (wo-izo)
Ircsh Cabbler Katahdin (swsceptible ta
Morfans [red wariely) seab deease)
Jupariar Jebaga
Russel Rural
Mridseasan (90) Norgold Russel Kennebec (susceptible Ta
Ma 7l scab d'il.rm.i:}
Russel Fiurbark
Sweet Fotatoes
C enfeancal (50

INSECTS AND D/SEASE

* Plant disease-free seed preces and resistanl varelies when
possible.

* Pesticides will probably have to be used fo cenfrel insecls and
AdiEFase on Pﬂ.ﬁn‘i‘#tl

* See Extension Bulletin E-T60(b) or your County Extension J‘gehf

for more informalion

KEYS * Plant disease-free seed potafoes
- Ffm}“ i well-cultivated sail
o KNeep pofatoes covered with seil,
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