KOTHING SwEETER!S

Sweel corn s easy To grow and
goad for you. Theres nothing
befter than the sweet faste of
freshly picked corn! However,
it does resuire a lot of space.

FOR B/IG GARDENS

Since each plant produces only 1
ﬂ-rni ears y‘ﬂpr.:r need to plant ot least
80 feet of row To produce enough for
a family of four  (Plant i blocks 2

or more rows wide.)

WARA SERSON

* Sweel corn /s a warm season crop
and reawres full sun.

* Flanting corn before May 20 is a
litle risky, bul it does give you a
chance %m- an earlier harvest,

* Early Crop: Although frast can injure seedlings, you
may plant a few seeds (of any varrely)
from fafe Aprif 1o Moy (when there 1s
still danger of frast) ~Frast will net
injure seeds before they sprout

* Main Season Crop: Wail To plant most of your corn affer
danger of frost (lafe May),



PLANTING

* Phnt seeds 2 to 2% inches deep, 5 or b inches apart
Thin o /0 o /2 inches apart
Space rows 24 fo 3 feel aparl

" Corn con alse be planted in “hills” (groups of seeds, not
mounds). Plant 5 or & seeds per hill and thin o

3 seedlings. Space hills 3 feel apart: }

TASSEL— -q
SUCCESSION PLANTING £ X,
C 10,
Ta lengthen the harvest perwad, plont ¥
early, midseason and late varielies S
all at the same Time. {4

or late yvarely unlil late June.
Wait until each planting s about 2
inches high before you plont the
nexT one,

® Make chus_n'v}zgfnnﬁ}}gs of a midseason

AT LEAST TWo

Smece corn 15 wind-pollinated ifs befferTo
plant at least 2 short rows of one varely
rather than 1 long one. This way,
,;-;f#n is blown from one row To the nexl

may alse plant in hills Foer
Fuﬂ:’mf‘:ﬂn produces cobs with
missing kernals.

KERNELS

COAN PLANT

THE DASICS

soil’ Corn will grow in most soils if they are well-drained
It grows best in a clay foam soil

fertilizer: Corn s o heavy feeder and should be Terfilized
before planting with 2 pounds (4 cups) of 5-20-20
.rtrﬁ'rr:frlp.r B0 sauvare fe{r af .'lﬂ.l‘.lf. Appjy & .}l'rgj'l
nifrogen fertilizer when plants are knee-high (see
Mo 2 in This series: Start with Soill.

weeding: Keep corn Tree of weeds Culfivate
with o hoe, but be carelul not 1o
s:i‘ur' shallaw roofs. Or use o
ch will also jl.'-EEF in meisture [s=e
No. % in Phis series: Keep ‘em Growing)
Do not remove suckers (side shacdts)

as this moy reduce yiells.

mflhng-' Corn needs lots of waler, E;chmf@
from the time Tassels appear unti/
harvest I it doesn't get al least
I inch of rain per week during
woarm oeather, waler i

HARVESTING

Harvest sweet corn after the silks on the
ear furn brown and dry and kernels sawirt
a mﬂ!ﬂry Juice when punclured. A clear
jurce means fhe corn s nal yel ready;

a thick, dough-iike subsfance means It /s
overrip€ and qu,agh

STORAGE
The ouvality of sweel corn decreases very
rapidly affer picking. It loses ifs sweer

tasfe and becomes slarchy. So use if

as Soon as you can rvesTing.
If must wail, sfore it in The

refrigeralor.  freeze or can corn.
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RECOMMENDED VARIETIES .ﬂl:l.yi .Fn:-m lp."n.n]']'ng Ta harvesT in l”

Early: Putterves (58) Midseason: Abrthern Bele (74)
%pa--‘ng Graddt (67 Dutfer and Sugar ilF-!lua:-:-.':::1--}'1"?‘:'}
rove |68l prﬂ’cupﬁ
Sprate (Gicokor) (67 Wonderful (82)

.:Iq..rm:ﬁ:m:r fﬁf.j'

Late: T '.':'.l.ﬁz\-E'rl w2l
den Gluaerr (4]

* There are yellow, white and bicolor variefies of sweet corn
as well as early, midseason and lale kinds. The later ones
are the best avality

% H:v#:nm, Indian corn lornamental corn) and freld corn are
di

rent types of corn They are wswally harvested when
fully mature and dry. Do not plant them next To swee?
corn or you may gel eors with mired kernels.

PRODLEMS

*Ta help prevent seeds from rolting early in the spring, use
seeds treated with a Tungicide (see Mo 13 in this series:
Controlling Pesfs)

* Insects may be frovblesome, especially corn earworms. [f o
problem arises, see Lxlension ﬂuﬁcﬁn E-760{a) or your
Counly Exfension Agent for the recommended pesticide

fo use.

* Make sure seeds ore covered well with soif
30 as nof To affract birds and animals. S

KEYS * Dlant a number of short rows rather
than a .ﬂ'ngfe .l"a.ng i
o * Plant mostly midseason and late variefies
{befter aualityl
SUCCESS * Make svccessive planfings.

ke buflet i di this series prowde addinfonal fefrmarion on wgstoble pardming.
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