EARLY BIRD

Fev spring vegefables can be horvested
eorlier than peas They moy even be
ready fo pich by Memorial Day
weekend! Feas ore easy fo grow and
are o good seurce of wifamins A Dand C.

RECOMMENDED VARIETIES
Deys from planting fo harvest in ()

FEAS
Perfected Freerer (40)
Freezonian (62)
Little Marvel (62)
Greater Frogress (s2)

Frosty (&%)
Green Arrow (68) EOIBLE PDDDED PEAS
Wando (68) heaf resisfant Duarf h:f ugar (&5)

SOME BASICS

7* 3ok Plant in o well-drained soil. Organic maferial
svch os ?m;.'r chppings er leaves added e a
clay soi

improves drainage.
2 - Water Make sure pem get pl rnm

especiolly when pods are ming. .-.-; n
3 - Fertilizer Feas should nef get foo much nitrogen A,n;m"y
2 anu’s (¥ culp.s:f of §-20-20 flrl‘.r."::er for
fortibier every 100 sevore feet of soil Mix in | pound
e B . E:efnre (pfunﬁny und spr, In’t the resl along
i rows (nol on seeds) r plantfing.
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WHEN TO PLANT Ny
Feas grou best in cool weather (60-75"Fl _,-
Light frosts don't kill them.
START,
» Plant as early as the ground can be o
unrkﬁ':.l_' - Mar 20 to Moy /5.
- The voriefy Wande can be planfed e

loter since it can stand more warm
weather Than olher varrefies
« To lengthen the harvest period plont
early, midseason and lale variefies oll af the same fime.
= A fall crep can be planfed July /5 for harvest in September
its wswally not as successfl as a spring crop.

GARDEN PEAS

Harves? pods when firm and well-filled, but
before rhey reach full size — jusT as pods
sfarf %o change colorn (o peos Jose
their sweelness and become starchy The
first peas fo mafure on a vine are at the
batfom, so harvest These first Keep all
P.npfj incj'e.:i io vings Frua'uce .Iran_g'-!r:

Shell peas soon after picking, rinse with cool waler and
refrigerale. Eaf or preserve as soon as possible. Serve
raw or a3 a coohed vegefable. Add to soups stews;
serve with pear! onions or mushrooms.

EERT R e EDIBLE-PODDED PEAS
HOWw TO PLANT PRge
- S 1“"“ These are also called sugar peas or
- Plant seeds 1 1o 2 inches deep and [ inch aparf [ =srmsmrmssssedion snow peas The enfire pod is eoten
* Space rows 12 Te J8 inches aparf. Thin fo 2 or wx like snap beans. Prck fguﬂ’s when
3 mches Eehumﬁin‘unﬁ in Fows, L 1 T R seeds are just starting form (no larger
* Or plant peas in devble rows & inches apar? |...FEL foyble reu than 60's). Otherwise pods will be
T with 3 feet befween dovble rows. ” tough and sfringy. If let seed's
- Leave 3 feet beluween ungle or double rows enfarge, eal kf; regular peas. Cook
of il variehes and sfake. erianeceire i, like snop beans or eat raw in
salads. Lre in Chinese
STAKING .
There are both bush and Dwarf (bush) varieties (usvally 18 to 24 inches fall) dont need staking
w'm'ry f_:_l,rlpe.s afp:u.s. and don't fake up much gpar:r. They are 1‘41;[ Mﬂ* :
Tall (vining) varieties need suppert, bul produce for a longer fime.
1 Use stakes or branches 30
fo 36 inches high. Or use 2 Another staking method is fo
chicken wire in ground ey place an §-foo? pole & inches ]
alongside row (or befween 3~ in the ground and frain 2 or 8
double row) Jfring or wire 3 planfs 1o _?'n:u vp i Or
may also be uvsed. 38 place 3 poles fogether
tepee-fashion and tie at fop ]
with sfring. Allow 2or 3 WL
planfs to grow up each pole. i
0. L
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stakes
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BLACKEYE PEAS ( Southern peas) g

“HLACK Ev:,if_q_ﬁ"'l
Blockeye peas are grown masfly jn d
the South because they need a long, =0

warm growing Seosen However, e A
earfly- maturing variefes can be grown in Mf'cfrf'gnn,

i __;‘l:.'\,__,;( Liniike ;egul’nr peas, ili;acfrei.le
s s peas like warm weather and
* \ are hurt by the lightest frost
#i-_ i 1 ____J"_-?_'!f _ Planf after last frost (May 20
—— Ty = fo June 1) They ore very eoay
To grow and produce a lot

Sow seeds just like regular peas. Space rows 2 fo 3
feet apart.” Pick peas when seeds are fully developed,
but not hard For dried peas, allow fo ripen on plant
Jeeds are ovailoble through some seed cafalogs. Serve
blackeye peas with rice and bacon or add fo slews.

INSECTS Anbd DISEASE

See Extension Dulletin E-T60 (b or confact your
County Extension Agent

« Plant early (except for black
L) NEXs peas) ng ﬁrfﬁf crop. Tt
ra e Plant in well- drained soil.

SUCCESS » Pick af the right Time.

Other bufleting in this series proplde additional infermation on vegelable gardening
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