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EARLY BIRD 
Ftu spring vegetables can be harvested 
earlier than peas. They may even be 
ready to pick by Memorial Day 
weekend/ Peas Ckre easy to grou and 
are a good source of vitamins AtOan<fC* 
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RECOMMENDED VARIETIES 
Days from planting to harvest in ( / 

(to) 
PEAS 

Perfected Freezer 
Freezonion (62) 
little Marvel U2) 
Greater Progress (62) 
Frosty ibi) 
Green Arrou (b8) 
Wanda (s$) heat resistant 

EDIBLE PODDED PEAS 
Dvarf Orau Sugar (iS) 

SO/t£ 3ASICS 

Sotf Plant in a vetl-drained soii Organic material 
Such as grass dippings or leaves added to a 
day soil improves drainage. 

Water Make sure peas get plenty of uater^ 
especially when pods are forming. 

Mr 
3 * Fertilizer* teas should not get too much nitrogen. Apply 

2 pounds (Hcups) of S-20-20 fertilizer for 
every 100 square feet of soil Mix in 1 pound 
before planting and sprinkle the rest along 
rotus (not on seeds) after planting. 
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WHEN TO PLANT 

r\a& Qrou best in coo/ weather U0-7S*fX 
Light frosts don*t kill them. 

' Plant a s early as the ground can be 
worked - / l o r ZO to Sfo>y f5. 

* The variety Wando can be planted 
lofer since it con stand more warm 
weather Man other varieties. 

* 7o lengthen the harvest period plant 
early, mtdseason and late varieties all at the sam? time-

• A fall crop con be planted July IS for harvest in September, 
although tt's usually not as successful as a Spring crop. 

HOW TO PLANT 

* riant seech I to 2 inches deep and 1 inch opart 
* Space rows II to IB inches apart Thin to 2 or 

3 inches between plants m rows* 
* Or plant peas in double rows 6 inches opart 

with 3 feet between double rows. 
* Leave 3 feet between ur*qie or double rows 

of tall varieties and stake. 

GARDEN PEAS 

Harvest pods when firm and well*filled> but 
before they reach full Size —just as pods 
sTart to change color. Old peas lose 
their sweetness and become stbrchy. The 
first peas to mature on a vine are at the 
bottom, so harvest these first Keep all 
pods picked So vines produce longer. 

Shell peas soon after picking, rinse tulfh cool crater and 
refrigerate. Eat or preserve as soon as possible. Serve 
raw or as a cooked vegetable. Add to soups, stews; 
serve with pearl onions or mushrooms. 

EOIBLE-PODDED PEAS 

These are also called sugar peas or 
snow peas The entire pod is eaten 
like snap beans. Pick pods when 
seeds are just sorting to form (no larger 
than QD*s). Otherwise pods will be 
tough and stringy. If you let seeds 
enlarge, eat like regular peas. Cook 
like snap beans or eat rau in 
*alads. Use in Chinese dishes. 
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STAKINCr 

There are both bush and 
vininq types of peas. 

1 Use stakes or branches JO 
to 3a inches high. Or use 
chicken wire m ground 
alongside row (or between 
double row). String or wire 
may also be used. 

l 

Dwarf (bush) varieties (usually 18 to 21 inches tall) don't need staking 
and don%t take up much space. They are less uark^ 

fall (vinfng) varieties need support^ but produce tor a longer time. 

Z Another staking method is to 
place an S-foot pole 6 Inches 
in the ground and train 2 or 
3 plants to grow up it Or 
place 3 poles together 
tepee-fashion and tie at top 
tulth string* Allow 2 or 3 
plants to grow up each pole. 
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BLACKEYS PSAS (South*™ peas) 

Biackeyc peas are grown mostly in 
the South because thty need a Zona, 
warm growing season- nowfvtfr, 
eariy~ maturing varieties Can be qro&n in Michigan. 
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Unlike regular peas, blackeye 
peas like utarm weather and 
are hurt by the lightest frost 
Plant after last frost (May 20 
to dune ll They are very easy 
To cjrou and produce a lot 

Sou seeds just like regular peas. Space rovs Z to 3 
feet apart Pick peaS uhen seeds are fully developed, 
but not hard. For dried peas, al/oo to r/pen on plant 
Seeds are available through some seed catalogs. Serve 
blacheye peas oith fee and bacon or add To sTeus. 

WSECTS AND DISEASE 

See Extension Bulletm £-760(a) or contact uour 
County Extension Agent 

Plant early (except for blackeye 
peas) or for fall crop. 

Plant in uetl*drained Soil. 
Pick at the right Time. 

Other bulletin* tn this rrrtrx prorJd* additional irtfot mat iwt on ve^rttthlr gardening 
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