Introduction

This bulletin is primarily for the
present or prospective owner of a
Michigan pond where the main goal
is sport fishing—for the owner, his
or her family, and a few friends. It
should also be useful where the
pond is for public fishing, or where
the pond has some other primary
use such as for waterfowl, swim-
ming or irrigation, and angling is a
side benefit.

The emphasis is on pond manage-
ment under Michigan conditions,
but much of the information should
apply to other northern U.S. areas.
Many other writings on pond fish-
eries pertain to conditions in states
with milder climate and are un-
suitable for Michigan.

Our objective is to help owners of
existing ponds achieve more satis-
factory fishing, as well as to aid
aspiring owners in foreseeing pond
potentials and problems before
building or buying one. How a pond
is situated and constructed strongly
affects the success of management.

The Resource

Many Michigan land owners want
ponds of their own for fishing,
although they have free access to
fishing in a greater offering of fresh
waters than may exist in any other
U.S. state: four Great Lakes front-
ing on some 3,200 miles of shore-
line, 9,000 inland lakes, 36,000
miles (58,000 km) of streams, and
numerous natural ponds. No person
in Michigan is far from a selection
of public fishing sites. But one’s
very own fishing water, close at
hand on the farm or vacation prop-
erty—or even in a suburban setting
—may be more convenient, as well
as privately controllable, although

not without costs and
responsibilities.

Between 25,000 and 40,000 arti-
ficial ponds have been built in Mich-
igan. About 1,000 new ones are
created each year. Most of these are
primarily for fishing. Other pur-
poses often include swimming, wild-
life habitat, livestock watering, ir-
rigation, and scenic enhancement. If
a pond is especially designed and
managed for one of these other pur-
poses, it shouldn’t be expected to
provide the same quality of fishing
as one designed especially as a
fishery. For example, a pond that
provides proper duck habitat may
be too shallow and plant-choked to
maintain enough oxygen for fish
during hard winters.

What qualifies as a pond, and
how does it differ from a lake?
There are no sharp differences.
Everyone thinks of a pond as being
smaller than a lake, but opinions
vary as to how much smaller. This
bulletin is intended to deal primarily
with water bodies ranging in size
from Y acre to 10 acres (0.2 to 4
hectares).

Regardless of size, ponds typical-
ly provide a few years of good
fishing when new, or when ‘‘reno-
vated’’ in various ways, then fishing
deteriorates as fish populations
change. On occasion, ponds may be
dismal failures right from the start,
usually because of faulty design, im-
proper location, or poor water
quality.

special

What is Successful
Management?

When is a pond a ‘‘success’’ or
‘“‘failure?”’ Satisfaction is the key.
The owner’s or user’s idea of what




