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The African Rural Economy Program was established in 1976 as an 

activity of Michigan State University's Department of Agricultural Eco-

nomics. The African Rural Economy Program is a successor to the African 

Rural Employment Research Network which functioned over the 1971-1976 

period. 

The primary mission of the African Rural Economy Program is to 

further comparative analysis of the development process in Africa with 

emphasis on both micro and macro level research on the rural economy. 

The research program is carried out by faculty and students in the Depart-

ment of Agricultural Economics in cooperation with researchers in African 

universities and government agencies. Specific examples of ongoing research 

are, "An Analysis of Labor Allocation, in Small Holder Agriculture in Ghana, 

Sierra Leone, Upper Volta, Ethiopia and Kenya." Additional research stud-

ies in progress include, "Analyzing Benefits of Rural Development Programs 

and Policies," "Analysis of Rural Small Scale industry in West Africa," 

"Dynamics of Female Participation in the Economic Development Process in 

West Africa," and "The Economics of Small Farmer Production and Market-

ing Systems in the Sahelian Zone of West Africa." 
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