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The fnllowiuf suggestisng deal with the ﬁrobl@ma 1nv01v0§ in
zing study groun programs snd training nersons o lead stud
3. - The dosign W@C;*ﬁkﬂd 'd should not cﬂwwwmﬁGWivv the -~<wx’
ibill&y vhich is necc" sory to make the nrogram viable under va
i snﬁltlnnq. A major effort has been made to avuld on tha
hord, maltiine the required reading list so long g to dic~
. o nzt“”tldl Wﬂrﬁ"ClWrHt gnd on the other hwnﬁ mmulﬂ“~lt
80 short as to be of no value 01Lher in nroviding lnfarmﬁ*?%““n?
in giving the student a dircct contact with the sources. I have
. tricd, wherever nossible, to place on the reading list bo
‘whlcﬁ are nore ensily available, especinlly those that have boen
nublished in napcorback @dmtlonq. All the rendings on this list
should be avn 11:blo oither in good bookstores or in univers ity
1ibr"7”u. Tt is & gond idea to rrrange for bookstores to stock
ample conics of such nanerbacks as Warner and Sciglinno,

The ainimum tra aining or backeround that one should hoave in
order to leod o study groun should consist of the &auiV¢lﬁnt of
tppadaotion’ from the study groun »rogran st lined bolow. Those
interosted in further resding on sclectod torics mhﬂulﬂ cnnﬂult :
the lengthxlc annototod Sclected Bibliograshy on Vietnam,

Steven Rosenthal

~ The study group HOgrAl may be divided into several S@%wl@ﬂﬂ,
_held at intervals of & weolr, (or more, or lesgs), If it is to be
divided into only twn sessions, then the first should cover Viet-
nam snd the history »f the e rican inw lvement up through the .
1054 Genevs Confercnce, while the second should cover devel npmeﬁ:wg,~7f
since thet time up to {ho present. It is rocoamended, however, :
that there be no less than four sessions, »nd tho fﬂllmwln: Qd”l

based unon = five-session »rogriim.

Segsion 1: Vietnsm »nc¢ the histoyy of the Amurican 1nvolvoqent w
Yo the end of 1953. Recuired rordings JCHLS Worner, The Last -
Confucian, (available rs o Penguin Sﬁ&Cl«l nape de{), Cﬂxnu. 1-4,
 pp. 17-83. L
;Se351on TI: The 1954 Geneva Conferencce. Rcauir“d raadirvs:‘~bﬁth‘;y
 the memoirs of Eisenhower (Maondate for Chanpe) and the momoirs of
~ Anthony dden (Full Circlc) contain chapters devoted to Indochinese
‘V.drvalmnmenta wnd nd should be ra~d (An article on the Geneva Cen-
ference may bo nnde nveilable shmrtly)‘ ' o

Session II1: The attempt to 1ﬁﬂﬂ@6 the Diem regimo mn'SQ%tQ Viet—

ram: 1054-57. Required rcadings: Werner, chaps. £-7, Dpe83-141;
Rabg kr‘t Scipli anc SD]}tb v‘f“f‘ﬂ”m' ?“4- "5{\’(1 Vnd"&r' C%f:'!’t‘*ﬂ‘q ("iV lluble
in Hqu"nton—ﬁifiiln ne n@zwar), 13-55, 101-29. Note: On the

Diew Lind Reform, sce Warner pp. 15~1/ and Scipliano, ppe. 104,

~Session IV: Ren cwal of guerills worfar frmation o the Nationsl
Iio rition Front, progross of the wur. 9 7= é Reouired readings

Seiglinno, pp. 156-89; UWarner, chups. 2-9, pr. 1&2~f5; Philippc
Devillers, "The Stru"gle for the Unificntion of Vittnem,' either:
in The Chins erly, Mo, 9, Jon,-Mor., 1962, or in P. e Honey,
ed,, North Y1ﬁ*n~m Tadoy, {Pracger, 19025 faleolm Browne, The Low
~E;T,,mi,ﬁAx, {ﬁﬁbbS«aerrlll lﬁéﬁ) hap. 14, (The wﬂf1wn:1 Lihers-
tiGVVFrﬁnt}, pp‘ 227 &5., ‘ , Lo




Scesion V: The prosent situstion, the role »f the Horth Vietname-
ese ond the American c¢scalation of the War--:nd general considera-
tions »nd broadcr porspectives, Required reoadings: - (on North
~ ¥ictnamese partieipation) Scigliano, pe 1l48; Warner, p. 159;
.~ L.E. Stonals Weoldy, Oct., 28, 1963, -nd Match 8, 1965. On Ameri-
~ cen escalation: New Y ork Times articles by Honson Baldwin and
'F Jﬁgk~ﬁmymﬁﬁﬂ,“Julka,fll;“& 12, 1965; and articles by Charles Mdr
~ "nd Jemes Reston, Sunday, Scpt. 5, 1965, (section 4),

. Bpch of the five sessions should ¢mnaiat of » 30 to 45 minute
~opening lecture by the study group leader, to be followed by ap-

cproxdmotely onc hour (or longer, if desired) of general discussion

related to the contents of the lecture. The lecture should be rs

- factusl s possible und should be delivered not in = polemical tus
restrained style taking into ac@ount the political dispositions

tnd thoe amount of previous cducntion on Victnam of the pnrtici-
pants,  The study group lender should mointain s me control over.
the discussion nerind, so that it doos not degenerate into heated
Squabbling over irrelovant issucs, and so that the discussion is
not mon~polized by onc or two persons,

Do not duck cuestions snd avoid mrking gonoralizations or
spouting »wolitical farmulos which are bosed not on cvidence that
you con supnly to the scoptical, but merely on vour nvn @ nvicte-
ions., Do nnt try to assumc that therc has been no oid from North
Vi¢tnam to the guerillss. It is much crsior to proceed bv show-
ing how little proof the other side has been sble to come up with,

Alsn, do not try to noint communism ns n nicnic for +the nenssnt
s &

messes; insist only that it is o better slt: rnstive than any vhich

~the United States is prepoared to sponsor,

“hose who wish to do further re.dine or immrove their abilaty
“to lurd study groups may organize advencad sesa’ons, based upon
the guidelines of thoe Sclocted Bibliography in seminar stylc, per-
fons may choose topizs on vhich to do further roscoarch snd then
give repsrts to the group. This enables the patticipants to pro=-
it from o division of labor.

APPSNDLX

As o suprlemont to the suggestinons contnined in tk study
group kit , I am including » brief outline and sumnary of the mae-
torinl that should be covered by the study group lcader in his
five lectures,

- Begin svith o bricf skoeteh of Vie tnamese history prior to
World Wrr II, Mention the takoover of Indochina by Japan during
the wore, Point out that FDR did not want to scc the Fronch repoin
their colony when the war ended, and that Trumsm reversed this
policy. Mention that the Fronch attoupt to regoin their colony . d
led to war with the Victminh, the resistonce mav ciont which had
sprung up sgainst the Japanese during War ld War II. Indicote thot
up to 1950, the US wmointsined the position that the French would
have to creste o soscnlled "notionnlist slternstive’ that could
compote successfully neainst the Vi tmink fo the loynlty »f the
populsitione.  Show thrt the victa'y »f the Comnunists in China and
the outbreak »f the Koresn War led to a change in the US position
whoreby the US downgraded the importsnce of indenendence ond de-

cided tn support Fronch coloninlism spainst the communists, Point

out the tremendous step-up in Americen nid to the Fronch botween
1958 snd 1954. Show that the French militsry position doterior-
ated so for that by 1954, they wrnted to negotinte r»n ~nd t5 the
wor, Show thot the US wonted the war t continue nnd was preprred




£~ assume the main burden »f combat if xzecc°°~”sr'y t5 prevent a ¢ome
nunist victory., Point ut hnow British snd French opoositin to &
cntinuation »f the war prevente d the US from imnlementines this
stratery. Show how the US had t» settle for a "cuttins ~f lossesly
Pﬂﬂ.nt ~ut that it wos the threat of American military intervention,
tn«,;—;w;;the:r vith pressures from the USSH and Chins upon the Victminh
-+t caused the latter to accept a settlement less favorable than
‘,,,h,.t, thelr military situotion warranted., Point ~ut that nonc »f
the notions participating in the Geneva Conference expectaed tho
clections celled frr 1956 to be held--that this was wore ~r lcss
~ focoe-savins device, Show that the American stratesy wns to re-
versc a successful revoltuinn in the South (point ~ut that in 19%&
the Vietminh contrnlled over half of the Bouth) by installins san
anti—communist resime which would attompt to install itsclf by
farce, Discuss thc nesns by which Diem tricd first t» brins the
army undcr his contrnl, then destroycd rivel natinonalists and the
sccts. Then discuss his ab~lution Hf villarce auton-ny snd cttempt
to brins tho cmntrysid<~ undcr his control. Discuss the frc udu-
lont rof rondum ~f Oct,, 1956, snd tho "Anti-communist denuncia-
tion comnirne.” Then discuss the land rof rwm moasurcs, showing
th~t th v destriyed the ~ains thoat the pansants had roceived from
the o tainh, Show how the combination H»f military and political
I‘L"}I‘x‘Sdi')ﬂ, ocmomic roaction, +nd religious di scrimination {you
nay discnss how the US arransed th  importatin of Cathnlics from
it ho Morth to undcrnin Dien's ropime) led te the roncwal of guer-
i11ln worfare in the South, Then dlocu%s the myths that the US
govornmoent has oo ddled in tryin: t» ascribe tho vor toy arsression
fr »ma the North, - Discuss thoe ropr wupnvnt‘ochf?m € __a.mchod by tho
Diom ~wornment, culminatin~ in thc stratcric nnmle in Lh@ atb=
tomnt to separate the raral popalotion fronm the *wr* ilw%., Deo-
cribe the deterioration in the military situation dowm to 1565, by
viich tinc the wor hed ossentiully beon lost, Discuss the US take
ovar of the war snd the borinnines of resular bonmbinss on North
Vietnan in Feb., 1965, Discuss the merssive usc »f alr nowcr a=-
rainst the rural nopulotion. Point »ut thot the US offcer of ™un-
conditiongl discussinns' is o fraud »ns 1on~ os the US rcfuses to
noerotiste with the Victeons »nd rofuses to accept them in a future
fovermment of South Vn tnam. Be prepared to discuss the "menace'
5E  Comnunist Chinese cxpnunsionism which me ny pcople believe to bc
lurkin- behind the Comaunist thrust in Victnom, :

This is ot best a sketchy rceview of the mator L that should
be coverecd, but it may be helpful to thosc trying to organize ‘
their lectures.....




VIuTmAM.f g‘dﬁbmufﬂu DlﬁLlUUnﬂfﬂv

Thc full‘wln blbllW‘Pith is desiine d tq facilitate o rapid.
 but fairly thorourh nroccss of sclf-cducation sm the subject of
-Vi tnam., ﬁec>“n171nv that relisble source materisl on Vietnam is
scattered snd frequently upnttv this bibliopraphy : ttompts to
save you Lh( time that others have cxncnded nlwin~ throush count-
lgss books, articles, and newspaper clippings, turnine up bits o~
and scrans of dubl»usly reliable ovidonce, The way in which the
bibliorraphy is orranized sbviously reflects the conconturl cehone
thot I have sdopted in thinkins about Vie tnam, and the come nts an
various sources raflect my ovn Valuc Judrments, However, I have
cheen what I belicve to be the most unimpeachable sources, rnd
the¢ reader is ziven the opportunity to come to his own ennclusiom
For o lanzcr, unannntated biblinsraphy, consult the Yede Apmy pves
Hindbo-k f£ar Victnam (cited bel w), or contrct mc. &
Steven J, inhsenthal

Lo Vietnsmese History
o

Deboni, .]_1 A Histowry of S mthenat Al o, (revised nand pub-
lished in s@vernl cditions. since 1955). This is nrobably the beos
Enclish-1anunce 7o ral history. The scetiwms »n Indachinn total
dbx)ut Z,‘s ‘.:)uz_‘r,:S.

Le Thenh Khoi, Le Wiet-Neaw (Paris, 1955) This is nrobnbly
the hest ond is the standard hluuvry A Vi tnonm,

e Brich H, Jac by, Acratinn Un'm-»qf' in Santbhonat Asi a, (Crlcem-
bis Univirs 1ty Prass, 1949). A more specinlized study, this is
nonetheless an immons cly viluaeble bO)h. It is, in the suthor's
words, "in investication of th main cnuses re SW)Ulel( frr the
ﬂfrwrﬁwn mrost® in Southeast Asi~, -nd ronchir thon followine the
contenporary frshion of - cmphr sizin- Communist -~ rression, infil-
trotion, -nd subv. rsisn, it is "focuscd on the probloms of 1l~nd
t(nurp, srricultur ol PUlth”tlﬂn “nd rur-~l indcbtedness, (p,7)
Sce esnecinlly cheopters 1 (General Survey), 5 (Imdﬂ—C11nw), ~nd

8 (Arrarian Unrcst -nd Notionel Movoments) .,

e Army Arca Handhaal Sn Viebnam, (nvaileblce from the Sup.
of Dicuments, U.S. Govt. Printinr Of vco Washin~tton,) first pub-
lishod in 1Qb2 This is a v ry rhmrou“h and ftoen revenlings coine
pilation of informnrtion, whrs ¢ contents often do not £t the linc
to which they were m*dc to conform,

(Note: Those who profor to disncense  ith » lonrsthy historical
excursion should confine thaemselves to resdins~ the roemmended
ch~nicrs in the boosk b Jacoby. It »nrovides - dcounte nicture
2f nro=dnrld Wor II Indnochinesc society,)

IT, 2arld deor TT ond the Froneh-~Todachinese War (1940-195))

For bricf tren ment f this p ri)d, consult #he works mensic
tioned in Prrt I. The followine vorks offer » woroe dot-iled tre-
stment,

Bernord B, F%ll Thee Trey Victuons, (Proeccr, 1968; ~ now re-
vised edition is s»lsh mvoilable), *ﬁxj’q Grullist hohits nccns-
inn»lly int: rferc with his osbjeoctivity, »rd his exposition is
rovely sys L‘ﬂ‘tTC. Nevertheless, hr rem~ins sne of th€ fq cqﬁst
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~uthorities nn Victnom, snd his works are hi-hly useful., Rerd
sclectively or gkim carefully,

£11lcen J. Kammer, The Strucele for anhnhjnn, (stm fdr‘d, 195L4) .
This is » very mood book on ihe French-Indnchinese Wnar,

Philippc Devillers Histarire du Yicn-lom de 1940 a 1952,
(Prris, 1952), Devillors is o thoroushly relinble conservative
Cothnlic historian of Victnom, '

mdear Sn()w’ Hor ond Ponce in Y3 ;"=f?1!‘\in’ fram The Qther Side of
the River, This is o concise, strai-htforward ncecount of the laaf
twenty-five vears of Victnrmese history. The ch:pter con be re~d
in h 1f »n hour,

dile Lhe Geneve Coanfereonca

An understndding of the diplomatic history precedinc the Gen-
cve Conference of 1954 is nnt merely crucial but central to =n un-
derstondin~ of whnt hns taken place & nce in Victnam, The Geneva
Conforence and the Ganeve Arfeemcnts hrove been subjected to infin-
ite wmisinterprctotinsn by both Defenders »nd critics »f Americen
nolicy in Victnom., Howeveor, sufficient relisrble cevidence is n-
vailahle to correct this situt~tion., There are three sources for
this nerind: : ‘

D.P- iisenhrwer, Mandate far Chance, 19583-1956  the Yhite
House Years

Sir anthony Eden, Enll Cirele

The New Yarle Times

These three sources, the memoirs of o formcer American Presi-
dent ond a fomer British Fareirn Sceretary, loter to becwme Prime
Minister, »nd the daily files of perhaps the leading Americen news-
paner, nrovide nnst of the cssentinl inforastisn for the poriod
from Jomuary to the ond ~f July, 1954. Bnth Zden »nd sSisenhower
devote a special chopter to Indnchinn, discussing West: rn woves
before snd dorine the Geneve Conference. IHot surprisingly, Eden's
is somewhet the better nccount. See below f£or o brief swamary of
the relevant sarticles from the New Yarlk Times,

Other sources: “ : '

Victor B;)tg)r’ Vietnome~4 Di p'l smetie Trocedy-~-Tie Qric-ing of
the [nired Stotes Inwalvement {(Oceana Publicatisns, 1945). This
very recent bonok is the first to deal speci ficolly with the Gen-
eva Conference, The sauthor writes with »n infloted notisn of his
own imnortence, ond his scholnrship is oceasionelly very sloppy,
but hc h:s done considernble rescarch and provides much valunble
information, drawn from memoirs and newsnancr filcs. :

Allan B. Cnle, (c¢d.), Canfliet in Inda-China and Tnecrnotinp-
2l Beporonssions: 4 Docwmentary History, 1945-1955, (Cornell,
1956). This viry uscful cwmnilatinn of documents -nd commentary
C™Mtrins » pnuaber of esnecinlly interestins items. see, for ox-
2nle, Vice-Prosident Nimon's sveech of April 105, 1954 (p. 174);
Dullest snoech of March 20, 1954 (pp. 172-82); Dulles News Con-
ferance of July 23, 1954 (pp‘176~77y.. These ~nd ~ther ~fficinl
Pranouncements of Amédrican nalicy are gnite revesling if rend
errefully, R




Oliver 2, Clubb Jr .y The lnited Stotes and fhe Sina-Soviet
Blac in Southeast Asin, (Bro kin-s Institution, 1962). Clubb,
~who has vecently beon "1 outstonding and vocsl critic ~f Anericon
nolicy in vlennwm, wes omonc those nusted from the State Depart-
2ent durings the ﬁcPﬂrnhy‘pa'i1d His clenr thinking was » sub-
stoutial loss, For immortant considerstinns on Victnam, sce es-
peeinlly vp. 41-46, 52-80, nnd noassinm,

The followine is a swarry of the wrs t imndrtant infraation
that con be sothered from the New York Times of this period.

3/22/5L: Ve« desire to interastionalize the war; troin
Victnmese to renlace frltering Frinch arainst Comwmanists.  U.S.
alredy wmoving 79% of costs ~f wor, e

- 3/30/54:  Remort of Dullcs sncech of proviious doy. Reston:
fundomental U85, noliey decision to'en to anpnse ner ceful settlo-
ment ond keon wor coaine,

5/7/ 54:  (After U.S. £oils t+ -t British »nd French nceord
forointerioiiomel conltition th thhe awer wor), West ro ollics o-
croee oan comnroamise plan £or protectoed sruistice 't Aln tw SHVE
ot Lenat half »~f Vietunm,

6/20/5h: Wa, S. White: UiS. now thinkins in terms ~f a sal-
vace operation.  Pata 5@ clections, if held in Victnom, wwld re-
sult in Communist victory, “

7/6/5h:  Reston:  Republicons ond Donocersots not re-lly
split over Victnam., Party oolitics not nreventines cctive U.S,
interventinon in Indschinn, Rather, this bocungse f substantial
differonces between '.5. »nd Freonce & Britnin,

NOTE:  In roevicwims these sarticles, bear the £911wins time-
teble in nmind.,  On March 20, 1954, the French informed the UlS.
that thoir military nosition was desnernte nnd thot they wore
seclin: rnnerotinted ¢nd to the fi-htins. On May 8 Dienbienphu
fell t» the Vietminh, The Genevn Confarence comvencd in lete
April, baran discussion of the Ind~china guustion the day-after
tho frll of Dienbicnnhu, smnd comploted its work on July 21,1954,

IV, Since 1984

{”Mdﬂl( I"“’!l oy m‘r(?.
Bornrrd B, }}“‘!'!ll, Tho To Yietnnams (sco nbave £or d(ﬁSCI"ipticn)

Robert Sciplisns, Santh M toeme  Netdon Uoder Stress,
(Hourhton-Mifflin, 1963; »ublished recontly in ™ porbnck by sane
publishers). This book is bettor than Bernard Fall's (~nd short-
er). Scirlicny is o conscientious voliticnl scientist and, as

poert ~f the Michian Stetc Univorsity term, snent Hver two yeors
in South Victnrm, ’

Denis Worner, The Last Gonfueion, (Moremill~, 19635 publish-
ed in prnerback rocently as a Lenciiin sneeinal), Wornor 18 a eone
s rvative Australinn journslist «ith o rront deal of cxnsricnce
inAsrin bottlefronts, H is is o journnlist's rcc unt, but it is
packed full ~f impsrtant 1fquwt1ﬂn.‘ It presents a rraphic ~nd
conerete pictore »f the wary, ‘ L




: ‘ 7. $inec 1934 ‘ ‘
V. 1954-1956: Conqolidatlon of Diem‘s Rule
tene_cl Forly ~ ~
Sciglliano, ppe. 13=-25, 47-55, 190-215.
Bern®4 B, ¥ell, Tue Two Yio'hams
Fall, Dpe 254-288. L

Warner, PDe 94-106.

Robert Scheer, "The Vistnam Lobby 1 in Bamnar 4,
,1965, Dp. 16-24, R_ﬂparts is a prOgressive~Caun« 1
Scheer has done a 1ot of work toward uncvoering
hind the American involvement in Vietnam. Th ticle
‘que and required reading. See also Scheer's review of |
‘HaleTOt am!'s book at the end of the same 1s«ue, aall Ofyf,”
isg devoted to Vietnam), ; .

Wl’en J. Hammer, rnhe Strugnxe for Indochlna Cont%nues, .
(Stanford, 1955), This is & shovt (35-40 Pp.) Amccount of the
evsnts of 1954 and 1955, describing Diem's attempts to crush o
opposition groups end bring the armed fovces under his control.'_j e

The author points out thet Vietminh strength south of the 17th
”parallei was perhaps ag great ag Jts qtrengt? in the ﬂortq. .

o Phillpne Devillers, "The Struggle for the lefication off -
jwv~etnam," China Quartevlja Yos 9, Jane=Mar., 1962," pp.~p~uo,ﬁ“ﬁ‘ e
_reproduced in P.J. uoney, eda, h0rth Vietnam Todav, (Prae@evif@f;“j .
- 1062). Devillers (see above) argues that the Diet regime, with
. American bacling, dug its own grave by setting out to destroy

~all ovposition, that the rebelllon in the south was a response
to the cppression eznd tyranny of the Diem government and. 1t°J775" .
atteupt to turn the clock back in the countrqude.

0.L. Sulzberger, New York Times, Mar, 12, 1955, This is a
very frank and *eveql%ng article written fﬂom Saigon. It is
very much worth reading. .

VI. QCirca 1957:. The 3Beginninms of thre

. The remainder of this bibliogravhy 18 arranged bv topic.
 The order of the topics is suppozed to reflect the vrocess by
Vblﬂh the war developed. e S ,

A, Aéwiniqtratwve Reform

Scigliano, Chapters 2,3, and 7. Note especially his des~
cription of the process of deqtructlon of village autonomy and
the predominance of collaborators with the French ang fellow«

Cataollcs in the Diem regine.

Fall, €2De DPDe 268~275.

. Gerald C., Hickey, Village in Vietnam, (Yale, 1964) This
g the sociolorical part of a study of a Vietnames 36 VTllafe oy
& team of exnerts from Michigan State University. (The other
“ma*r parts of the study were economic and administrative)e
;;Flckeyts presentation tends to suffer from an excessive ewpiri-
~ cism, but it is pood and worth going through., For the destruc—
'*;tlon of autonomv and the return to predomﬁnanue under the Dlem




mportent

ley Ro‘ P eat;
devnefidence, (hichigan %ﬁate ' , p
ros-Diem 00 leetian of ﬁrtiales an South;Vie

ijﬁahﬂical Gonsult'nt at the Presiaency C
“ end vas reeponsihle for the dvawiug i
padanat

; Price Gittinmer "Aprardian: “eform," in Rlchard? s Lindhol

. Viet-Vam: The First Five Years, An International Symgoaium, (e
hi~en Stote U,, 1959), DDa 200=08, Gittinser is an unimpeachable
source, heving served as "specialist in Zgrarisn Reform with the
usou" in uaﬁron from 1955 to 1959, See also the comments on Gite ;;~;
tinger's presentatlion by David "urfel and Pichewd Lindholm, pp.BOQ«'_
13,

- Sciwliano, PDe 104, 121-25 for some incisive criticiems of
dthe land reform Pro-rams.

- Fall, PPe 308~12, for a »n icture of how little the reforms
'aﬁaomnliﬁhed, .

. ”arnar, Ppe 11417, for some very incisive comments on the
1end veform end its intimote re 1ationshin to the origins of the
-,rabalxion‘

Fickay, (see a“ove) PD. 41~46 235=246,
- Jomes B, Hendry » The tudﬁ of a Vietnrmese Rural Community,
 (¥ichigan State U, Advirory Group, Soigon, 1059). This is the
~ economic counterpsrt to Hickey's atuGV, and 1t 48 perhops more
;f,;p@rceﬂfiva thon the sociolosical study. ESee pn, 26-38,

. Fur gone fime now, the Goverrment ondg its quﬂnorters nave had
. little to say vith ragard to the land reforms. The "hite Paperof
~ FPebruary, 1§65, stated laconically thaet "a 1lsnd reform vrorrem wes
 carried out." Vo Turther details were offered. Yow that the New
York Times ha sent one of its beet renorters, Charles ilohr back
to South Vietﬁam, gome further information has come to light. On
Sunday, uept, 5, 1065, the NYT contained an erticle by Mohr on the
#ew land reform messures recently announced by the Ky government
in Saigon. Mohr's report meves 1t clea r that the earlier Diem
reforma vere eilther not implemented or operated to the disadvantage
of the majority of South Vietnamese veasanta,

‘fi ‘6¢ Zaerly Stases of the Pebellion

. The uttemnt to astawli@h an antﬁmcommuni“t P&@lﬂe 1n South
Vietnsm led to the renewal of guerilla warfare by 1957, The 1n~'
formation on this veriod rarely found its way inte the American

;ﬂ”aa follo*in; the officilal line that 2 political 2
,was t%&inw wlace in South Vieunam¢ See the




Fall, PPe 3516-82.
Scialiano, PPe 130~42,

“arner, pp 142-53,

Dy Resnouce br the Saimon Government: The "Reqroupment"fSchemesf

Dovn to 1959, the US and Diem per31°ted in cln m1n~ that tke' ;
~ were ridding South Vietnam of the "last remants" of the Vietﬂ”rh, o
,'sa*;*“ﬂt everything was going well, Bat as the situation got in-
cregcgingly out of hand, they embarked upon new and desperate mece
sures, “For a good discussion of the regroupment schemes, see
' Sgirlisno, pp. 178-83, See also Fall, pp. 371-79, vho refers to
the outgstanding revorting in the New York Times by Homer Bigart
during 1962,° Clubb, pp. 72-80, also refers to Bigart's renorting.
Denis armer, pp. 27-35, provides an e:xcellent description, based
on hie ovm obhservations, of the way the Strategic Hamlet Program
worled in the leliong Delta resion,

Eo Yorth Vietnamese Involvement and Particlpation in the 'ar

For the Administration's case a~cinst orth Vietnam, see the
"hite Paper issued at the end of February, 1965, It contains 2all
the evidence that couvld be mustered at the time vhen regular alr
attacks azainst Yorth Vietnam began., For the other =ide of the
story see the folloving:

Scigliano, p. 148,

-

Louls R, Rukeyser, Daltimore Sun, Oct, 14, 1963, renroduced
in I.F., Stone's Bi~""eekly, Oct., 28, 19063,

In z2ddition to the above, virtually ell indevendent observers
have renentedly indicated thet the amount of supvnort couing from
NMorth Vietnem in the form of men, arfms ond supplies 28 made up
only r emall percentare of the Vietcong's strensgtlh, I fter the
"Tite Paper wasg published, tvo outstanding rebuttsls anpeared. One
is I.F. Stone’s Teekly of l'arch 8, 1965, The other 1g the lead
editorial of the ‘ew Henublic of liarch 8, 1965, 3Both should be
required reading,.

P, The Yew "ar and Recent Iiterature

By the evnring of 1965, the war betveen the Vietcong and thke
forces of the South Vietnamese Government, wit» liwmited direct
Irerican psrticination, w»s over. The institution of vesnlar
trmerican oir attocke on Morth Vietnam had not apprcisbly slowed
the Vietcong edvance in the South, DBy e rly July it wvas being
censrally admitted that the South Vietnamese Government forces
were unable to withstand the increased vressure of the Vietcong
var effort. TYanson 2aldvin end Jaclk Raymond wrote articles
appearing in the New York Times (July 3, 11, and 12, 1965),
vhich indicated th-ot the - wor on the ground hsd been lost, angd
trat the intervention of .mmerican zir power z2nd ‘merican troops
was necesg~ary to teke over the military effort from the falter-
ing South Vietnamese armed forces.



Twvre accounts of how the military and political situation det-
eriorated during the early 1960's are David Halberstam's The
llaking of a Quagmire (which describes how-but doesn't tell vhy

~ the Quagmire was made), and lialcolm Browne, The New Face of ar.
‘Halberstam covered Vietnam for the New York Times, Browne for %
Associated Press, and both received Pulitzer Prizes for their
achievements. Halberstam documents strongly the attempts by

both /merican and Vietnamese officials to prevent hé&m from
wrliing about what hé saw. His book makes fascinating reading.
Itg major shortcoming is that it is essentially a2 proclamation

of American innocence, placing the blame for almost everything
upen “go Dinh Diem and his family. A very i1lluminating account,
uritten from the other side by Tilfred GC. Burchett, a vereran pro-
Communist Australian jounalist who traveled vith the Vietcong,

1s Vietnam: Inside Story of the Guerilla 'ar.

Several other books on Vietnam have either come out recent~
ly or are due to be publishdéd shortly. They are best included,
however, in some future supplement to this bibliography.

For an excellent analysis of the feuding between Buddhist
and Catholic factions in Saigon during the past two years, see
Martin Niclaus, "Saigon: The 'Theel Comes Full Circle," in the

firstissue of Viet-Report, pp. 13-18,

; For a blunt and concerned analysis of the consequences
cof stepved up Lmerican air strikes within South Vietnam, see
the article by Charles llohr, "Air Strikes Hit Vietcong and Scuth

 Vietnam Civilians," in Section 4 of the Yew York Times, Sept.

5, 1965; and the article by James Reston, op. cit., "Safcoun,
The Rising Brutality." See also the article by Reston ia the
magazine section of the NYT, Sept. 12, 1965, p.43, entitled
"Te May in the "ar but Tose the People."

Postscript: Those who are concerned with the menace of

- Communist China lurking behind the Vietnamese Communists should
read Fellx Greene's China: Curtain of Ignorance. It iz one of
those books about which it may actually be said that "it should
bhe read by every American."




