Distributed by: Students for a Democratic Society
and inter-University Committee for
Debate on Foreign Policy

Instructions: This examination has been prepared toallow youto check
your understanding of the war in Vietnam. For each gquestion, indicate
the correct answer or correct answers in the space provided, We be-
lieve in the importance in a democracy of putting the facts in the hands
of every citizen to enable him to participate in decision-making. This
is particularly true where the questionis war and peace, and where the
citizens are the young men who are called upon to fight.

1. The following statements were made by leading figures involved in 3. Which of the following accurately describe{s) the cause(s)of unrest
the Vietnamese conflict. Match the quotations below with the author in South Vietnam after 18567
(more than one quotation can be attributed to the S$ame individualy.

& ,
STA) T would like to see American students develop as much fanaticism

abeut the U, S political system ns young Nozis id about their system L {A) Sauggn disaolved elected village councils and replaced them with
Guring the war " b BYSE 5 appoinied, olten upt officials, many of whom were not from
B var. the villages they adovuistered
R . {B) Saigon twok land from farmers who had seized it during the war
I ears now in Southeast Asiz, the only people who have been - ) - PR bl g
B) "For years no ‘ ¥ peop with the French (1046-54). and returned it to the former land-

doing anything about the little man at the grassroots -- to Hft him up

. have been the Communists.” lords who restored land rents

L€y Saigon cracked down on political dissidents.
C) “The C.1.A. has employed some South Vietnamese and they have been —AiD) From 1954 to 1956, the Saigon government gained substantial

instructed to claim they are Vietcong and to work accordingly . .. support and restored the economy to prosperity. Seeing no other
Several of these executed two village leaders and raped some women.” way to gain conirol of South Vietnam. the North Vietnamese
-RE ! government ordered its agents in the South 1o begin a campaign

7 of terror.
D) "Do you think those (American) demonstrations were organized by

some fine little social club? They were organized by an international

apparatus; 95 per cent of the demonstrators are no more Communists

than you and 1, but the international Communist movement organized 4. Which of the following statements about military operations in Viet-
it and masterminded it.” nam, is {(arej true”
__Z__E) "“The fever chart of every successful revolution reveunls a rising
temperature of terrorism and counter-terrorism, but this does not of ¥
itself invalidate the legitimate goals that fired the original revolution, __{A) American counter-insurgency forces arrived in South Vietnam
Most political revolutions--including our own--have been buoyed by out- as early as 195
side aid in men, weapons and ideas.” —(B) %c?uth Vietnamese and American soldiers have infiltrated North
P . jetnam
"-f_,,F) “ . The Communists are closer to the people’s yearning for social £ {C) About three-quarters of the infiltrators from North Vietnam into
justice and an independent life than (my) own government " S South Vietnam from 1959 through 1964 were native Southerners.
y 4Dy !n South Vietnam “anti-Diem guerrilas were active long before
£ G) "The major part of the U. S. military task can be completed by the infiltrated North Vietnamese elements joined the fray.”

end of 1965, although there may be a continuing requirement for a
limited number of U. S. training personnel.”
-3
~2..H) "{ have only one (hero); Hitler " 5. According to Mike Mansfield, majority leader of the Senate, there
are 230,000 Vier Cong troops inside South Viet Nam--of whom 73,000
are main force regulars including 14,000 North Vietnamese people's
army men. Using these ligures, what percentage of the wotal Viet Cong
force is made up of North Vietnamese People’'s Army men?
1) John F. Kennedy
2) Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge

3) Premier Nguyen Cao Ky y
4) Barry Goldwater By 50,
5) Senator Stephen Young of Ohio ~L0y 205
6) Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara -) 2%
7) Vice-President Hubert H. Humphrey (D) 1609,

&) President Lyndon B. Johnson
9) Ho Chi Minh

6. There were approximately 540.000 South Vietnamese inall branches

2. Free elections are s major issue in South Vietnam today. The of the Saigon government's [ighting forces in 1965 About how many

eartizst time at which free elections were (are supposed to take place South Vietnamese deserted during 19657
was (is):
ZM) August, 1945 — :7
(B) Juty. 1656 ~{B) 500
_(C) January, 1959 KOy 20 000
—iD} November, 1963 LDy =7 800

——(E) sometime in 1966 —dE} 113.000




7. The statement below is part of an editorial entitled "What Kind of
War is This?":

"It is hard to disagree with President Johnson's announced aims
in Vietnam. He has proclaimed those traditional goals for which
Americans have always been prepared to fight. .. yet something new
and ugly is happening in the way we fight for those goals. It began
perhaps, with the decision to drop bombs and napalm on communist
dominated peasant villages, killing and maiming the people we profess
todefend from aggression...A Buddhistmonastery wrecked by
bombs .. .at least two monks killed, 10 injured ... South Vietnamese
troops beat and torture prisoners...U. S. Marines, under sniper
attack, set a number of peasant villages afire with grenades and
fiame throwers . ..In one case. a woman and four children are found
burned to death in the wreckage . . . It used tobe axiomatic that there
could be no victory in Vietnam without the support of the Vietnamese
people . . . Our commitment to the people of South Vietnam is a com-
mitment to protect them, not to destroy them in the name of the
'Free World.""

This statement appeared on the editorial pages of:

i) The Communist "Worker"
_{B} "The Marine Reservist"

3 The Students for a Democratic Society "New Left Notes"
£(13; “The Saturdayv Evening Post”

8. American planes on bombing missions in South Vietnam are some-
times unable to drop their bombs on specified targets. However, before
returning tobase, they must jettison their bomb loads. They are authori-
zed to drop these bombs in a "free bomb zone." A free bomb zone is:

_{A) Sufficiently far out in the ocean so that noncombatants will not
be injured

—{B} An unpopulated jungle area where ample warnings have been

/ posted .

-C) An area in which any structure or movement can be bombed be-
cause the population is presumed to be "hostile” and therefore
destroyable

8.  The pumber of South Vietnamese civiliandeaths causedby American
and South Vietnamese military operations is:

—{A) 109 (from August 1, 1965 through March 1, 1966)

—(B) about 14,000 in January-February 1966 alone

—{C) none since only "hard-core Vietcong" are killed by American
/ military operations

(D) probably twice the number of Vietcong killed

10. Chemical crop destruction will have the following predictable effects
on enemy-held territories: '

~:‘A) Enemy military operations will be severely hampered by logistic
o shortages
/M(B} Death from starvation will occur--first of all in young children
and the elderly

i((.‘) /}\du}ht men are the least likely and last to suffer disease and
deatl

11. The war in South Vietnam is supposed to be part of our policy to
contain Communist Chinese aggression. How many Communist Chinese
troops are actively engaged in combat in Vietnam?

(A} None
(B 1.000
_AC) 50660
AN 150,000
__{E) 500,000

12. The American Governmentclaims thata mainlegal basis for fighting
in Vietnam is our obligation under the mutual security clause of the
South iiast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). The co-signees o_f the
SEATC Pact are France, Pakistan, Phillipines, New Zealand, Britain,
Thailand, and Australia. .

Of the approximately 850,000 troops fighting on the side of the
Saigon government, how many come from SEATO countries other than
the U. 8.7

(A} More than 100,000
~{B}Y About 75,000
-ACYy About 45,000
m Less than 5,000
—AE} None

13. The American government often denounces Communist terrorism.
This terrorism is given as a reason why the U. S. riust never accept
a Communist government in South Vietnam.

In recent months, three hundred thousand persons have been
slaughtered in one of the following countries, yet the U. S. has failed
to make a public statement opposing this violence. Which country?

__(A) North Vietnam
_<(B) Indonesia

__{(C) Soviet Union
—AD) Communist China
—A(E) Cuba

14.Which of the following American military heroes has, in the past,
warned against committing a large number of American troops to a
land war on the-Asian mainland:

_';(A) Gen. Douglas MacArthur
2.(B) Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower
—(C) Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway
—{D} Gen. Maxwell Taylor

f(E) Gen. James Gavin

—(F) Gen. Omar Bradley

15. One of the main obstacles to negotiations has been the American
disagreement with Hanoi's insistence that the Vietnamese settle their
internal affairs "in accordance with the program of the National lL.ibera-
tion Front of South Viet Nam (Viet Cong}.”" Which of the following points
are contained in the NLF program?

~(A) The establishment of "a government of national and democratic
union . . .composed of representatives of all social classes, of
all nationalities, of all religions .. ."

.—(B) "Implement essential democratic liberties: freedom of opinion,
of press, of assembly, of movement, of trade unionism; freedom
of religion without discrimination; and the right of all patriotic
organizations of whatever political tendency to carry on normal

- activities."

~__(C) "Elect a new National Assembly through universal suffrage.”

__(D) "Support the national bourgeoisie in the reconstruction and develop-
ment of crafts and industry.”

—(E) "By negotiation and on the basis of fair prices, repurchase for

distribution to landless peasants or peasants with insufficient

land, those surplus lands that the owners of large estates will
be made to relinquish if their domain excedesa certain limit, to
be determined according to regional particularities.”

‘—(F) "Overthrow the camouflaged colonial regime of the American
imperialists .. ."

16. Which of the following statements about the willingness of the North
Vietnamese to negotiate are accurate?

_{A) The North Vietnamese only began to show some interest in ne-
.~ gotiation after we began bombing them

_~(B) There have been seven documented offers to negotiate by the
North Vietnamese since September, 1964

__(C) '"T must say that candor compels me to tell you that there has
not been the slightest indication that the other side is interested
in negotiations or in unconditional discussion although the United
States has made some dozen separate attempts to bring them
about." (President Johnson's speech, July 13, 1965)

_(D) The North Vietnamese have maintained that any negotiations

must include the prior recognition of the Communist Chinese

regime by the American government

The North Vietnamese and the National Liberation Front have

maintained that the ultimate withdrawal of foreign troops be

accepted as the basis of negotiation, but that such withdrawal

does not have to precede negotiations

17. If the approximately $13 billion the U. S. is expending this year to
prosecute the war in Viet Nam were distributed equally among the
South Vietnamese people, how much would each receive?

__(A) $85
—(B) %200
_(C) $500
=Dy $850

18. In order to be a conscientious objector (C.0.) to military service
in the United States, you must:

—(A) Believe in God

--{B) Belong to a recognized church

—(C) Beagainst the use of force in any situation
—{D) Serve two years in a civilian hospital
—4E) None of the above
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1.(A)-8, public statements

(B)-2, New York Times, Feb. 27, 1966

(C)-5, New York Herald-Tribune, Nov. 21, 1965

(D)-7, speech before Detroit Economic Club, Oct. 22, 1965

{E)-1, then-Senator Kennedy in speech on the Senate floor speaking

of the Algerian War, July 2, 1957

(F)-3, an admission to James Reston, reported inthe New ¥ork Times,

Sept. 1, 1965
(G)-6, White House Statement, Oct, 2, 1963
(H)-3, London Daily Mirror, July 4, 1965

(B) As provided for by Article 7 of the Final Declaration of the
1954 Geneva Conference. Article 6 provided that "the military de-
marcation line (between North and South Vietnam) is provisional
and should not in any way be interpreted as constituting a political
or territorial boundary. " Free elections for national reunification

were to be held in both zones in July 1956, but they were not held

because the American-supported Seuth Vietnamese Premier, Ngo
Dinh Diem, unilaterally abrogated the Geneva Agreements, and
decided instead to hold a referendum in the South only. The only
choices on this ballot, held in October 1 were Diem hirnself
and the fading Emperor, Bao Dai, and Diem won overwhelmingly.
At the time of the referendum, the London Economist pointed out
that the number who voted in the Saigon-Cholon area exceeded the
number of registrants by 150,000. For the details, see the book by

an Indian representative to the Geneva-established International Control

Commission (which was to supervise the nation-wide election),
B. 8. N. Murti, Vietnam Divided (1965), pp. 125-162, especially pp
140-143. 157. For a discussion of explicit American support of
Diem's refusal toprepare for the 1956 elections, see Robert Scheer,

How the U. S. Got Involved in Vietnam (1965}

(A), (B), & (C) are all accurate. See B. 5. N. Murti, Vietnam
Divided (1965); Jean Lacouture, Vietnam: Between Two Truces
(1966), especially pp. 67-68; Phillippe Devillers, "The Struggle for
the Unification of Vietnam," in P. J. Honey (ed.), North Vietnam
Today (1962). Specifically on (B), Bernard B. Fall gives these
figures for land ownership in South Vietnam: 2% of the land owners

hold 45% of the land, whereas 729 holdonly 15% . See his The Two

Vietnams, revised ed. (1964), p. 208, (D), the official U. S. position
-- see the 1965 State Department White Paper, Aggression from the
North, p. 26 -- is contradicted in Fall, pp. 289-315, and Lacouture,
(above).

All are true according to leading authorities. (A) American counter-
insutgency forces broke the Geneva agreements by entering South
Vietnam in 1955 under the cover of numerous U. S. government
agencies. including the CIA. (B) The facts on South Vietnamese
infiltration of the North can be found in Bernard B. Fall, The Two
Vietnams, p. 371. (C) can be calculated from the official American
figures given in the 1965 White Paper. These were native Souther-
ners who had fought against the Frenchand only gone North in 1954
in accordance with the 1954 Geneva Agreements. The quotation in
(D) is from Fall, The Two Vietnams, p. 344. Even the White Paper
does not mention Northern infiltration before 1959, whereas South
Vietnamese President Diem said in March 1939 that"at the present
time Vietnam is a nation at war." (Devillers. in Honey. p. 37.}

ATIONAL VIET NAM E

(B), 6% is the correct answer. The small percentage of North Viet-
namese troops compared to indigenous Viet Cong force belies the
U. S. government's contention that the war in Viet Nam is not a
civil war but aggression from North Viet Nam. The figures used
in this question can be found in the article by Bernard B. Fall in
the Mew York Times Magazine, March 6, 1966. Fall states that in
1965 “in spite of losses, the enemy had more than doubled its
strength from within. It is the realization of this fact that led
Senator Mansfield's study group to conelude that Communist forces
escalated right along with the American troop increase.”

(E) According to official sources (New York Times, 2-24-65),
113.000 South Vietnamese soldiers (or approximately 20 per cent of
their armed forces) deserted in 1965, an increase of 50 per cent
compared with the previous year.

(D) Saturday Evening Post of September 11, 1965,

The correct answer is (C).

According to an article by Bernard Fall, internationally known
expert on Viet Nam and {ormer consultanttothe U. S. Government,
American pilots flying missions in South Viet Nam can drop their
unused bombs anywhere -- "any target, any structure, any movement
at all" -- in free bomb zones. “The free bomb zones in Scuth Viet
Nam change constantly. so it is difficult to give any accurate
acreage for them-anvoneliving in these areas is presumed to be
the enemy, or at least, presumed to be 'hostile’ and therefore des-
troyable." --- (Ramparts, Dec.. 1965)

(B) and (D} are correct. according toareport of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee released March 17, 1966 by Rep. Clement
Zablocki (D.. Wis.). Zablocki added that "some recent search and
destroy operations have resulted in six civilian casualties to one
Viet Cong." (A) is the official figure. as released by Assistant
Secretary of Defense John McNaughton on March 18. According to
the Washington Star of August 19, 1965, the official figures
"apparently are based on claims for civilian damages filed with the
Vietnamese government.” Peasant casualties have a hard time filing
their claim with a remote and unpopular government. Against the
official claim can be cited innumerable newspaper stories, including
this Saigon dispatch on the American bombing raids in the South:
“This is strategic bombing in a friendly allied country. Since the
Viet Cong doctrine is to insulate themselves among the population
and the population is largely powerless to prevent their presence,
no one here seriously doubts that significant numbers of innocent
~ivilians are dvine everv day in South Viet Nam."

(Charles Moore New York Times, Sept. 5, 1965)
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10. (B) and (C) are correct.

1.

12.

13.

15.

Jean Mayer of the Harvard School of Public Health writes: "I
can say flatly that there has neverbeena famine or food shortage,
(whether from natural causes, or by disruption of farming opera-
tions due towars) . . . whichhas notfirstand overwhelmingly affected
the small children. In fact, it isveryclear that death from starva-
tion occurs firstof all in young childrenand in the elderly...I have
already said that adults, and particularly adult men, survive much
better than the rest of the population...destruction of food thus
never seems to hamper enemy military operations, but always
victimizes large numbers of children ... to state it in other words,
my point is not that innocent bystanders will be hurt by such
measures, but that only bystanders will be hurt..." -- (Science,
April 15, 1966)

The correct answer is (A) None. Neither the U. S. Government or
Saigon claim Communist Chinese troops are involved in the war.

The correct answer is (D) -- Less than 5,000 troops (or 0.6 per
cent of the total forces). Australians recently committed 4,500 men,
while New Zealand has 206 troops stationed in Viet Nam. The
cther five countries - France, Pakistan, Philippines, Britain, and
Thailand have failed to recognize what the U.S. Government thinks
is their obligation.

(B) About three hundred thousand "real or suspected Communists”
in Indonesia have been killed in the past few months by the army
and by anti-Communist mobs. This has been abundantly documented,
e.g. in U. S. News and World Report, 4-25-66.

. All have made such warnings.

MacArthur's, Eisenhower's, Taylor's, and Bradley's statements
are summarized in U. 8. News and World Report, April 25, 1666.
Gen. Ridgway's statement can be found in the same magazine,
January 3, 1966. Gen. Gavin's comments appeared in a letter to
the editor of Harper's Magazine in Feb., 1966.

All of them.
The program of the National Liberation Front may be found in

Viet Nam: History, Documents, and Opinions on a Major World
Crisis, Marvin E. Gettleman (ed.) 1965, pp. 254-6.

Further sources:

16.

(B) and (E) are the correct answers.

For example, soon after Diem's assassination (in the Fall of
1963), Hanoi expressed willingness to discuss the establishment of
a coalition neutralist government in South Viet Nam. (See New York
Times, March 9, 1965) InSept., 1964, U.N. Sec'y-General, U Thant,
conveyed a North Vietnamese offer to send a representative to
Rangoon to meet with a U. S. representative. (See Eric Severeid
in Look Magazine, Nov. 26, 1965.)

On the last day of the bombing lull in mid-May, 1965, Hanoi
asked the French to convey to the U. 8. their willingness to nego-
tiate without prior withdrawal of U. S. troops. (See Joseph Kraft,
Philadelphia Bulletin, Jan. 5, 1966) For further documentation of
these and other four instances of Hanoi's willingness to negotiate,
see Peace in Vietnam, a report prepared for the American Friends
Service Committee, Hill and Wang, 1966. As for the prior with-
drawal of American troops see William Warbey M. P, letter to the
Times of London, April 1, 1965. Also see New York Times, July

20, 1965

. The correct answer is (D), since there are approximately 15 mil-

lion South Vietnamese. By the prevailing theory that Communism
feeds on poverty and misery; which is more likely to become a
Communist -- a Vietnamese subject to military harrassment, or a
Vietnamese with $866 living in peace? This figure is about six times
the Vietnamese per capita income.

In contrast, according toofficial U. S. figures, it costs the U. S.
about $300,000 for every captured or killed VietCong. {Bernard B.
Fall, The New York Times Magazine, March 6, 1966.)

i8. The correct answer is (E) None of the above.

The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled (in U. 8. vs.
Seeger, No. 50, October term, 1964) that a "religious agnostic" can
be a conscientious objector if he sincerely holds a moral principle
which "involves duties which. .. are superior to those arising from
any human relationship,” such as those imposed by the state. The
beliefs must simply "occupy the same place in the life of the ob-
jector as an orthodex belief-in God holds in the life of one clearly
qualified for exemption." Thus, you do not have to believe in God
in order to be a C.O., nor do you have to belong to a recognized
church. As for the use of force, one may still be a C.0. if he
makes clear his opposition to the use of organized, indiscriminate
killing that occurs in war.

One may file for conscientious objection at any time -- even
after being inducted. Finally two years of alternative service must
be performed if you are granted your C.O. claim but the range of
accepted activities extend into all aspects of American life. For
more information, see The Guide to Conscientions Objection pub-
lished by Students for a Democratic Society (SDS).

Bernard B. Fall and Marcus G. Raskin, eds., The Vietnam Reader,

Random House.

I. F. Stone's Weekly, 5618 Nebraska Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C.,
Viet-Report, 133 W. 72nd. Street, New York, N. Y. 10023.
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Please send me more information

I would like to help organize nationwide opposition
to the Vietnam War, and build a democratic America.

Send to Students for a Democratic Soclety
1163 East 63rd. Street, Chicago, Illinois 60637 .

Iwish to join SDSandenclose $4 ($1 for subscription to New LeftNotes)




CALL FOR AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE

Our government has decided it needs more soldiers for this"small" war
in Vietnam. Congress has authorized the sending of an additional 400,000
men, 't has decided it can no longer defer all students, and has begun to
drafi them off the campus. '

e

But our very influential businessmen have personnel needs, too, Jjust like
our generals. Our businessmen need that steady stream of young admini-
strators and managers and technicians and scientists that the multiversity

has promised to keep on supplying.

Q

en the old men who run industry and the old men who run T
tary, Jhere's a friendly tug-of-war. We male students are the prize.

ut, business and the military have decided to be falr to each other about
Some of us are not so bright, or perhaps have been lazy

vs. Buslnessmen don't need them. They can go be soldiers. The
among us can stay home and enjoy the full-employment boom that the
created.

To divide us up the government has decided to hold an examination on May
14, May 21, and June 3. All of us are invited to take part in this Beat-
the-Draft exam.

AND THE MILLIONS OF US WHO TAKE THE EXAM WILL DO SO FOR ONE AND ONLY ONE
REASON--TO STAY OUT OF THE VIETNAM WAR.

Those who pass will have their 2-S5 deferment intact, at least for a while.
Those who fail can start coloring themselves khaki.

WE WANT TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS OF OUR OWN.

+ What about all the gutfs our age who don't even get this chance? Those
whose parents didn't Have enough money to send them to college? Those
whose background didn't even teach them they should want to go?

Do we smell a little old-fashioned "class privilege" here? We know of
a pre-law hotshot from Yale who said, "Students are the brains of the
country's machine. The machine needs its brains. Let the jocks and
the dumbheads be the heroes." Blunt? Even a little sickening? But
that's exactly the message of thig Selective Service exam: If you're
white and middle-class and a Dean's-List kind of guy, relax. 1If you're
not, fall in.

+ For ancther thing -- a lot of the guys who will take this test think the
Vietnam war is a right kind of war, necessary and Jjust and patriotic.
We in SDS think it's a wrong kind of war, not necessary and not Jjust.
But what about you who think Johnson tells the truth? When your bro-
thers are over there dying trying to do something you think needs to

be done, why are you back here at home trying to pass a test in order
to stay out of it?

+ And a third thing--in these tests, they're going to ask us to parade
our knowledge of math, scilences, and language, our skills at reasoning
and remembering. And on the basis of our answers to questions about
poeme and physics and geometry, we will or will not be "eligible for



the draft, will or will not be inducted, will or will not be sent to
Vietnam, maybe to kill and maybe to die.

SO _WHAT DOES GEOMETRY HAVE TO DO WITH THE VIETNAM WAR?

If the government intends to train us to be killers if we fail its test,
why doesn't it ask us instead what we think this war is all about? Why
doesn't it ask us what we think we'd be killing and dying for? Why doesn't
it ask us what we think the other side wants, and where they came from, and
why they've been fighting against the French and then the Japanese and then
the British and the Chinese together and then the French again and now us
Americans, for more than 35 years?

When you kill a man, you kill a man. And we think you'd better know what
you're going when you do it.

;S0 WHY DOESN'T THE GOVERNMENT LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO WANT TO BE SOLDIERS IN

) THIS WAR? And if nobody wants to fight it, and if they can't persuade us,

/ then why don't they quit trying to force us to fight? After all, the thing
about American democracy 1s supposed to be that the government belongs to
the people. Or maybe things have changed? Maybe now it's the other way
around? Maybe the real battle forsdemocracy is right here in America?

THESE ARE THE REAL QUESTIONS,the ones that all of us have to think about.
Because it we don't nobody will,

~So we're going to pass out our own tests. Wherever the Selective Service
System sets up its examination centers, we'll be there with our own exams.
Ours will ask you questions about the war--fair and objective questions--
and about how you see your relation to it, and what kind of government ours
has become. And you will have to '"grade" our test yourself-- and decide
whether you know enough about the Vietnamese to take some day the personal
responsibility for their death.

We are also asking ourselves and you to take a deep look at the meaning of
the student deferment. Is the student deferment in part responsible for
éthe fact that 18% of the Americans dying in Vietnam are Negro and that a
majority of the troops there are from lower class backgrounds. Or are
poor people just more patriotic than middle and upper class guys( as has
been suggested by the Pentagon)? Do they love their country so much that
they would rather fight and perhaps die in Vietnam than go to college?

If it seems to you, as it does to us, that there is class discrimination
in the military system-- especially in the student deferment, we ask you
to join us in boycotting the draft test and to join us in protests of the
student deferment on each of the examination dates, May 14, May 21, and
June 3. We realize that some will lose their deferments because of such
action but we also realize that some individuals must be willing to lead
the way and risk their privilege if this wrong in the society is to be
made right.

April 29, 1966

. CORNELL STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY



ALL FOR AN EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE

Our government has decided it needs more soldiers for
this “small” war in Viet-Nam; Congress has authorized the
sending of an additional 400,000 men. It has decided it can
no longer defer all students, and has begun to draft them off
the campus.

But our very influential businessmen have personnel needs,
too, just like our generals. Our businessmen need the steady
stream of young administrators and managers and technicians
and scientists that the multiversity has promised to keep on
supplying.

So between the old men who run industry and the old

men who run the military, there’s a friendly tug-of-war. We
male students are the prize.

But business and the military have decided to be fair to
each other about sharing us. Some of us are not so bright,
or perhaps have been lazy scholars. Businessmen don’t need
them. They can go be soldiers. The bookish among us can
stay home and enjoy the full-employment boom that the war
has created.

To divide us up the government has decided to hold an
examination on May 14, May 21, and June 3. All of us are
invited to take part in this Beat-The-Draft exam.

THE MILLIONS OF US WHO TAKE THE EXAM WILL DO SO FOR ONE AND ONLY ONE REASON:

TO STAY OUT OF THE VIET-NAM WAR.

Those who pass will have their 2-3 deferment intact, at least for a while.
Those who fail can start coloring themselves khaki.

WE WANT TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS OF OUR OWN.

@ What about all the guys our age who don't even get this
chance? Those whose parents didn't have enough money o
send them to college? Those whose background didn’t even
teach them they should want to go?

@ Do we smell a little old-fashioned ‘‘class privilege” here?
We know of a pre-law hotshot from Yale who said, “Students
are the brains of the country’s machine. The machine needs
its brains. Let the jocks and the dumbheads be the heroes.”
Blunt? Even a little sickening? But that's exactly the message
of this Selective Service exam: [f you're white and middle-
class and a Dean’s-List kind of guy, relax. if you're not, fall in.

@ For another thing—a lot of the guys who will take this
test think the Viet-Nam war is a right kind of war, necessary

and just and patriotic. We in SDS think it's a wrong kind of
war, not necessary, not just, and not American. But what
about you who think Johnson telis the truth?

® When your brothers are over there dying trying to do
something you think needs to be done, why are you back here
at home #rying to pass a test in order to stay out of it?

@ And a third thing—in these tests, they’re going to ask
us to parade our knowledge of math, sciences, and language,
our skills at reasoning and remembering. And on the basis
of our answers to gquestions about poems and physics and
geometry, we will or will not be “eligible” for the draft, will
or will not be inducted, will or will not be sent to Viet-Nam,
maybe to kill and maybe to die.

SO WHAT DOES GEOMETRY HAVE TO DO WITH THE VIET-NAM WAR?

The government intends to train us to be killers if we
fail its test, why doesn’t it ask us instead what we think this
war is all about? Why doesn’t it ask us what we think we'd
be killing and dying for? Why doesn’'t it ask us what we
think the other side wants, and where they came from, and
why they've been fighting against the French and then the
Japanese and then the British and the Chinese together and
then the French again and now us Americans, for more than

35 years?

When you kill a man, you kill a man. And we think you'd
better know what youre doing when you do it.

WHY DOESN'T THE GOVERNMENT LOOK
FOR PECPLE WHO WANT TO BE SOLDIERS
IN THIS WAR?

And if nobody wants to fight it, and if they can’t persuade
us, then why don’t they quit trying to force us to fight?
After all, the thing about American democracy is supposed
to be that the government belongs to the people. Or maybe
things have changed? Maybe now it’s the other way around?

Maybe the real battle for democracy is right here in America?

So we're going to pass out our own tests. Wherever the
Selective Service System sets up its examination centers,
we’ll be there with our own exams. Ours will ask you questions
about the war—fair and objective questions—and about how
you see your relation to it, and what kind of government ours
has become. And you will have to “grade” our test yourself—
and decide whether you know enough about the Vietnamese
to take some day the personal responsibility for their death.

THESE ARE THE REAL QUESTIONS, the ones that all
of us have to think about. Because if we don't nobody will.

Passing our Viet-Nam exam won’t get you a deferment
from the Army. Failing it won’t put you in a jungle foxhole.
But maybe thinking through some of our questions will make
you a little shakier, a little freer—and a little prouder of your
own conscience.
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Resolution of the Academic
Senate, San Francisco State
College.

DRAFT DEFERMENT CRITERIA

Whereas the Director of Selective Service has recently promul-
gated the utilization by local draft boards of class standings
and college qualification scores as criteria for determining
student draft status, and

whereas students who emerge from backgrounds of relative cultural
deprivation or who are forced by economic necessity to work

while attending college will be unfairly disadvantaged by such
criteria, &nd

wheras students whose predilections and most developed capacities
are in the arts and humanities will be unfairly disadvantaged in
competing with students in sciences, because the examination
prepared and administered by the "Science Research Associates

of Chicage" is seriously skewed toward the measurement of scien-
tific problem solving, and

whereas these criteria will discourage students from exploring
academic areas and activities in which they are unsure of
abilities to receive high grades, and

whereas grades and test scores do, in fact, possess a measurable
reliability for estimating the likelihood that a student will
receive similar grades and test scores in similar courses or on
similar examinations, but are neither demonstrably nor apparently
valid determinants of the degree to which a student may derive
life-time benefits from his educational experience, nor of the de-
gree to which he deczrves to share in that experience to the best
of his abllity, nor, certainly, of the degree to which he deserves
to live or die.

Therefore be 1t rescived that the Academic Senate of San Francisco
tate College deplores the utilizaticn of class standings or
examination gcores as criteria for determining student draft
status and recommends that the President instruct that:

1. the registrar will not calculate or record class
standlngu

2. the College will not afford its facilities to the
Science Research Associates of Chicago for the
administration of the College Qualification Test

3. the current policy of submitting individual student
transcripts (not class standing) to requesting
agencies only at the request of the student involved
will be continued

k. on receipt of requests for class otandings or
facilities for the examination of them the reques=
ting agency will be informed of thiz decision and
its rationale.

adopted April 26, 1966
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