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by the. drug prevention and rehabilitation programs is
that these programs, with their avchaic, bourgeois
Freudian approach and theiv unrealistic therapeutic com-
munities, do not deal with the causes of the problem.
These programs delibevalely negate ov at best deal
Sflippantly with the socio-economic origin of drug addic-
tion. These progrvams sanctimoniously deny the fact that
‘®apitalist exploitation and vacial"oppression tie the main
contvibuting factors to dvug addiction in vegard to Black
people, These progvams were never intended to cuve
Black addicts. .They can’t even cuve the White addicts
they were designed fov.

This fascist government defines the cause of addiction
as the importation of the plague into the country by smug-
glers. They themselves even admit that stopping the entry
of the plague is impossible. For every kilo (2.2 1bs.) of
hevoin they confiscate, at least 25 kilos get past customs
agents., The government is well aware of the fact that
even if they weve able to stop the importation of hevoin,
dope dealers and addicts would simply find another drug
to take its place. The government is totally incapable
of addressing iiself to the true causes of drug addiction,
Jar to do so would necessitate effecting a radical trans-
Jormation of this society. The social consciousness of
this society, the values, mores and traditions would
have to be altered. And this would be impossible without
totally changing the way in which the means of producing
social wealth is owned and distributed. Only a vevolution

- can eliminate the plague.

Drug addiction is a monstrous symptom of the malig-
nancy which is vavaging the social fabric of this capital-
ist system. Dvug addiction is a social phenomena that
grows ovganically from the social system. Every social

.phenomenon that emanates from a social system that is
predicated upon and driven by bitter class antagonisms
~that result from class exploztatzon must be seen Jrom a
class point of view.,

L Escapz‘sm and Self-Destruction

In regard to Black people, our problems are com-
pounded and take on appalling dimensions as a result
of the vacist dehumanization that we are subjected to.
To understand the plague as it relates to Black people,
we must analyze the effects of capztahst economic ex-
~ploilation and racist dehumanization.
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The heinous and sadistic program of annihilating the
humanity of Black people that was initiated over 400
years ago by money-mad slave masters and that has
continued unabated until this very day is deliberate and
systematic. It is done for the purpose of justifying and
Jacilitating our exploitation. Since the veality of our
objective existence seemed to confirm the vacist doc-
lrines of White superiorvity and its antithesis, Black
inferiority, and since we lacked an understanding of our
condition, we internalized the vacist propaganda of our
oppressors. We began to believe that we were inherently

inferior to Whiles. These feelings of infeviorvity gave
birth to a sense of self-hatved which finds expression
in self-destructive behavior patterns. The wretchedness
of our plight, our sense of powerlessness and despair
cveated within our minds a predisposition toward the
use of any substance which produces euphoric illusions.
We ave inclined to use anything that enables us to suffer
beacefully. We have developed an escapist complex.
This escapist complex is self-destructive.

The depraved capitalist-vacist oppressor exploits these
bsychological and emotional deficiencies for all they are
worth. The oppressor encourages our participation inany
activity thal is self-destructive. Our self-destructive
behavior patterns and our escapist tendencies consti-
tute a source of profits for the capitalists, They also,
by weakening, dividing and destrvoying us, reinforce the
strength- of the oppressor enabling him to berpet-
uate his domination over us. _

Fratricidal streel-gang fighting is a divect manifes-
tation of a self-destructive behavior pattevn. It is also
a form of escapism by which Black youths vent their
rage, frustrations and despaiv on each other vather than
dealing with the lvue enemy. Pathological religionism or
the fanatical indulgence in veligion is essentially es-
capist because il encouvages the vicltim to concentrate
his attention, enevgy and hope for salvation and freedom
upon a dubious, mystical force. It disencourages con-
Jronting the actual causes of our misery and depriva-
tion. It encourages the focusing of attention upon pie
in the sky, rather than the securing of more lamb chops
vight here on planel eavih. It also serves as a source
of profits for those religious charlatans, preachers and
ministers who exploit it,

Alcoholism is both self-destructive and escapist. It
is also a source of tremendous profits for the capital-
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ists. The amazingly high number of bars and liquor
stoves in the Black communities testify to this tragic
fact, The capitalist liquov industry could prosper just
on the business it does in the Black ghetito alone.

III, The Heroin Addict

The most escapist and self-destructive activity for
us and one of the most profitable for the capitalist,
and theveforve the most encouvaged by him, is drug
addiction, specifically hevoin addiction.

About 1898 a German chemist discoveved diacetyl-
movphine, hevoin. It was hailed as the perfect drug
for curing movphine addicts., But soon it became ap-
parent that it was move addictive than movphine. By
the 1920’s there weve addicts who wevre injecting heroin
divectly into their veins, Heroin production in the United
States was discontinued ‘and the drug was no longer used
as an antidote for movphine addiction and as a pain
killer,

Hevoin addiction, the plague, the scourge of the Black
colonies of Babylon. The plague, whose spiritual, moral,
psychological, physical and social destructive powers
greatly exceed that of any disease hitherto known to
humanity. The plague, opium from Turkey, shipped to
Mavrseilles, convevted into morphine base, then pro-
cessed into hervoin, smuggled into America, cut, di-
luted, then placed into the Black ghetto. The plague,
poisonous, lethal, white powdery substance, sold by de-
praved, money-cvazed beasts to Black youths who ave
desperately seeking a kick, a high, a means, anything
that will help to make them oblivious to the squalor,
to the abject poverty, disease and degradation that en-
gulfs them in their daily existence.

Initially the plague does just that, Under its sinister
influence, the oppressive, nauseous, ghetto prison is
transformed into a virtual Black Valhalla, One becomes
imperviousto the vancid stench of urine-soaked tenement
dungeons, unaffected by the pievcing cvies of anguish
of Black folks driven to the brink ofinsanity by a sadistic,
social system. Unaffected by the deafening wail of pig-
police car sivens as they tear thvough the streets of
the Black Hell en voute to answeyr a 1013 call from some
other pig-police who is in a state of well-deserved
distress. Unaffected by the trash cans whose decayed,
disease carrying, garbage has overflowed to fill the
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ghetto streets.

Yes, under its ecstatic influence one is made obli-
vious to ugly vealities. Bul theve is a trick, a cruel
monstrous trick, a deadly flim-flam awaiting ils naive,
youthful victim, for, as the illusionary beauly of the
heroin-induced high begins to vanish, correspondingly,
the temporvary immunity from reality attained under its
chemical trance vanishes. The rveality that the pathetic
victim sought so desperately to escape, once again de-
scends upon and ve-engulfs him. The vancid stench of
urine-soaked tenement dungeons begins to assail his
nostrils. Those Black cries of anguish seem to blend
with the wailing sivens of pig-police cavs. He hears
them now, very loud, and very clear--in steveophonic
sound, And that garbage that flows over onto the streets
from uncollected trash cans is felt undevfoot.

The young victim is not long in discovering that only
by taking another dosage will he be able to attain sanc-
tuary from his hideous veality. Each shot of the plague
that he injects into his blood system brings him that
much closer to the grave. Soon he is strung-out, hooked,
He is physiologically and psychologically dependent on
the plague. Both his body and mind have become addicted
to heroin. He has now become a full-time, charteved mem-
ber of the Cloud 9 Society. His physical body begins to take
on a decimated appearance. A shameless disvegard is
displayed toward his clothes. That his shirt is Silthy
and his shoes are soleless, leaving him to walk vivtually
on his naked feet, does not mattev. That his unwashed
body now emits a most foul odov disturbs him but little.
That his non-addicted friends mow shun him and look
upon him with contempt matters not, for the feelings
are mutual. They no longer have anything in common.
Everything ceases to matter. Everything except hevoin,
the plague.

As he continues, his body begins to build up an im-
munity to the drug. Now, in ovder to attain his euphovic
high he must incrvease his dosage. This means that he
must oblain move money. So enslaved has he now be-
come that he will do anything for a bag, fov a ‘“shot’’.
To lie, to steal, to cheat, to rob is nothing to him.
Whatever he must do for a ‘““shot’’ he will do, he must
do, for he is a slave to the plague.

The vicious cycle grinds into motion. He violates
what the ruling class defines as being the law in order
to securve money lo feed his sickness. Inevitably he
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gels flagged-off, busted. He goes to jail, and aftev he
Was sevved out his sentence he is veleased. The first
‘hing he wants is a shot. The cycle continues. And he
slunges deeper and deeper into the abysmal pit of de-
yradation. And there, always therve and ever willing,
for a price of course, to meel the addict’s demand for
lope is the cop-man, the dealer, purveyor of poison,
listributor of death, merciless, murdering .scum. of
the planet, vile capitalists, salesmen of death on the
installment plan, the dope pusher, the plague-man.

V. Capitalism and Crime

Dope selling is beyond a doubt one of the most pro-
fitable capitalist undertakings. The profits from it soar
into billions, Intevnationally and domestically the trade
and distribution of hevoin is ultimately controlled by the
Cosa Nostra, the Mafia,

Much of the profits amassed from the dvug business
is used to finance so-called legitimate businesses, These
legitimale businesses that are controlled by the Mafia
arve also used to facililate theiv drug-smuggling activi-
ties. Given the fact that ovganized crime is a business
and an ever-expanding one at that, it is constantly seek-
ing new areas of investment to increase profits. Hence,
move and movre illegal profits are being channeled into
legitimate businesses, Parinerships between the Mafia
and ‘‘rveputable businessmen’’ arve the order of the day.
There is a direct velationship between legitimate and
illegitimate capitalists,

Over the years a number of politicians and foreign
ambassadors and wealthy businessmen have been ar-
rested in this country for dvug activities. Others, be- -
cause of their wealth and influence, were able to avoid
arvest. In the fall of 1969 it was discovered that a group
of prominent New York financiers was financing an
international drug smuggling operation. No indictments
weve handed down. Shovtly afler that a group of wealthy
South Amevrican businessmen were arvested in a plush
New York City hotel with over $10 million worth of
drugs. : :

Given the predatory and voracious nature of the capital-
ist, it should come as no surprise that so-called legiti-
mate businessmen are deeply involved in the drug trade.
Capitalists are motivated by an insatiable lust for profits.
They will do anything for money. The activities of ovgan-
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ized crime and the ‘‘legitimate capitalists’’ are so inex-
tricably tied up, so thoroughly interwoven, that from
our vantage point any distinction made between them
is purely academic.

The legitimization of the Mafia, theiv increased em-
phasis upon investing in, and establishing corporations,
has been accelevated by the stiffer prison sentences
that ave being meted out to drug profiteers. In New York:
this has resulted in the gradual withdvawal of the Mafia
Jrom their position of actual leadevship of the New
York drug trade, The New York dvug tvade is now do-
minated by Cuban exiles, many of whom were military
officers and police agents in the pre-vrevolutionary, re-
pressive Batista vegime. They equal the Mafia in ruth-
lessness and greed,

These new local dope kingpins have established a
broad neltwork of international smuggling opevations.
They utilize the traditional trade voutes and create new
ones, as indicated by the increased numbev of Narcotics
Bureau seizures of dope coming from South America.

The concept of Black Power has influenced the think-
ing of every segment of the Black community. It has
come to mean Black control of the institutions and
activilies that are centered in the Black community.
Black teachers demand Black community contvol of the
ghetto schools. Black businessmen and merchants ad-
vocate the expulsion of White businessmen from the
ghetto so that they can maximize theiv profits. Black
numbers-game operators arve demanding total contvol
of the ghetto numbers operations. And Black dope dealers
are demanding community conirol of hevoin. It is a
tragedy that in New Yovk the greatest gains made in
the realm of Black community contvol have been made
by Black racketeers, numbers-game bankers and dope
dealers, by the Black illegal capitalists. Prior to 1967
it was a rarity to find a Black dope dealer who handled
move than 3 kilos (I kilo equals 2.2 libs.) of heroin
at any given time. Independent Black importers were
unheard of. Now, theve is an entive class of Blacks
who have become importers, using Mafia supplied lists
of European connections. _

The extent and instant vate of profits veaped from
the dope industry could arouse the envy of U.S. Steel,
General Motors and Standard Oil. From the highest
level to the lowest, the profits arve enormous. If the
individual is sufficiently ambitious, cunning, ruthless
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and vicious, he may grvaduate from the status of street
peddler to big-time wholesaler and distvibutor in a
short span of time.

A characteristic feature of class and vacial oppres-
sion is the ruling class policy of brainwashing the ©0P-
pressed into accepting their oppression. Initially, this
program is carvied out by viciously implanting fear
into the minds and sowing the seeds of inferiorily in
the souls of the oppressed. But as the objective condi-
tions and the balance of forvces become move favorvable
Jor the oppressed and more adverse to the oppressor,
it becomes necessary for the oppressor to modify his
program and adopt move subtle and devious methods
to maintain his vule. The oppressor attempts to throw
the oppressed psychologically off-balance by combining
a policy of vicious repression with spectacular gestures
of good-will and service.

Given the fact that Black people have abandoned the
non-functional and ineffective tactics of the ‘“Civil Rights”’
eva and have now resolved to attain their long overdue
liberation by any means necessary, {t has become neces-
sary for the oppressor to deploy more occupation forces
into the Black colony. The oppressor, particularly in
New York, vealizes that this cannot be done overtly
without intensifying the revolutionary fervor of the Black
people in the colony. Therefore, a prelext is needed
Jov placing more pigs in the ghetlo.

And what is the pretext? It goes like this: Responsible
negro community leaders have informed us, and their
reports concur with police findings, that the negro com-
munity is vavaged by cvime, muggings, buvglaries, mur-
ders and mayhem. The slveels are unsafe, business
establishments ave infested by armed vobbers, com-
mevrce cannot function. City Hall agrees with negro vesi-
dents that the main cause for this horrible situation is
the dope addicts who prey on innocent people, Yes, the
dope addicts are to blame for the ever-increasing cvime
vate. And City Hall will answevr the despervate cry of
negro vesidents for grealer protection--send in movre
police!

That victims of the plague are responsible for most
of the crvimes in the Black ghettos is a fact. That Black
drug addicts perpetrate most of their robberies, bur-
glaries and thefts in the Black community against Black
people cannot be denied. But before, out of desperation,
we jump up and scream for move police protection,
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we better remember who put the plague in Havlem,
Bedford Stuyvesant and the othev Black communities,
We betler vemember who ullimately profits from the
drug addiction of Black people. We better vemember
that the police are alien hostile troops sent into the Black
colonies by the wvuling class, not to protect the lives of
Black people, but rather to protect the economic interests
and the private property of the capitalists and to make
certain that Black people don’t get out of place. Rockefeller
and Lindsay could care less about the lives of
Black people. And if we don’t know by now how the police
feel about us, then we ave really in bad shape.

V. Pig Police

The plague could never flourish in the Black colonies
if it were not for the active support of the occupation
Jorces, the police. That narcotics arrests have increased
in no way mitigates the fact that the police give dope
peddlers immunity from avrvest in exchange for money
pay-offs.

It is also the practice of pig-police, especially nar-
colics agents, lto seize a quantity of drugs jfrom one
dealev, arrvest him, but only turn in a portion of the con-
fiscated drugs for evidence. The rest is given to another
dealer who sells it and gives a percentage of the profits
to the narcotics agents. The pig-police also utilize in-
Jormers who ave dealers. In velurn for information,
they receive immunity from avvest. The police cannot
solve the problem, for they arve a parvt of the problem.

When you consider that a kilo of heroin purchased
by an importer for $6,000, when cut and bagged and
distributed will bring back a profit of $300,000in a week’s
time, it becomes easier to undevstand that even if the
death penalty were imposed on drug profiteers, it would
not deter the trade.

The lying devious puppets of the bourgeois ruling class,
the demagogic politicians of Capitol Hill have now passed
a law which gives navcotics agents the vight to crvash
into a person’s home without knocking, on the pretext
of looking for narvcotics and ‘‘other evidence’’. This law
was ostensibly passed Llo prevent dope dealers from
destroying the dope and ‘‘other evidence.’”’ Now, anyone
who thinks that this law will be confined to just sus-
pected drug dealers is laboring undev a tvagic and pos-
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sibly suicidal delusion. To assume that only suspected
drug dealers will be affected by this law is to negate
the rveality of present-day America. To allow yourself
to think for one moment that this law only applies to
suspected drug dealers is to deny that the laws being
passed, the policies being implemented, and the methods
and tactics of the police have  become blatantly and
shamelessly fascist, _

It should come as no surprise when the homes of
revolutionaries and other progressive and true freedom-
loving people are invaded by the police on the pretext
of searching for dvugs and ‘‘other evidence’’. A number
of revolutionaries have already been imprisoned on
framed-up narvcotics chavges. Lee Otis was given 30
years and Martin Sostre was sentenced to 41 years on
trumped-up narcotics chavges. Rest assured this policy
will be intensified. It would do us well to consider what
kicking in.a person’s door in search of dvugs and ‘‘other
gvidence’’ actually means. What is “‘other evidence’’?
The bourgeois, fascist law-makers have not specified
what constitutes ‘‘other evidence’’. The No-Knock Law
is an integral part of the fascist trip that this country
has embarked upon. _

Before, when the home of a Black person was bur-
glarized by a drug addict, or a sister had her purse
snatched, the police took all night to vespond to the
call, or didn’t respond at all. The burglar or purse-
snatcher was hardly ever caught. In most instances,
when someone was arrested, it was the wrong person,
But when an exploiting capitalist business establish-
ment in that very same ghetto, especially a White one,
gets ripped-off, there are immediately 15 siren-wailing
police cars on the set, and three dozen pigs are run-
ning up and down the sireet, waving guns in every-
body’s face. And you can lay 5 to 1 odds that some-
body is going to jail for it. Whether or not the arrested
person perpetrated the act is irvelevant from the pigs’
standpoint, The racist pig-police use Blacks as an out-
let for their sadistic impulses, inadequacies and frustva-
tions, Now that more police have been sent in, the situa-
tion has gone from bad to worse,

VI. Revolution

The racist pig-police, the demagogic politicians .and
the avaricious big businessmen who control the poli-
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ticians are delighted that Black youths have fallen vic-
tim to the plague. They are delighted for two reasons:
one, it is economically profitable, and two, they realize
that as long as they can keep our Black youths standing
on the sireet corners ‘‘nodding’’ from a ‘‘shot’’ of
heroin, they won’t have to worry about us waging an
effective struggle for liberation. As long as our young
Black brothers and sisters ave chasing the bag, as long
as they are trying to cop a fix, the vrule of our oppres-
sors is secure and our hopes for freedom are dead.
It is the youth who make the revolution and itis the
youth who carry it out. Without our young, we will never
be able to forge a revolutionary force.

We are the only ones capable of evadicating the plague
Jrom our communities. It will not be an easy task. It
will require tremendous effort. It will have to be a rev-
olutionary program, a people’s program.

The Black Panther Party is presently in the process
of formulating a program to combat the plague. It will
be controlled totally by the people. We, the people,
must stamp out the plague, and we will. Dope is a form
of genocide in which the victim pays to be killed,

SEIZE THE TIME! .
INTENSIFY THE STRUGGLE!
DESTROY THE PLAGUE!
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

Michael *‘Cetewayo’’ Tabor
N.Y. Panther 21, Political Prisoner
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October 1966
Black Panther Party
Platform and Program

What We Want
What We Believe

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our
Black Community.

We believe that black people will not be free until we are able to deter-
mine our destiny.

2. We want full employ ment for our people.

We believe that the federal government is responsible and obligated to
give every man employment or a guaranteed income. We believe that if
the white American businessmen will not give full employment. then the
means of production should be taken from the businessmen and placed in
the community so that the people of the communily can organize and em-
ploy all of its people and give a high standard of living.

3. We want an end to the robbery by the CAPITALIST of our Black
Community. i

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are
demanding the overdue debt of forty acres and two mules. Forty acres
and two mules was promised 100 vears ago as restitution for slave labor
and mass murder of black people. We will accept the payment in currency
which will be distributed to our many communities. The Germans are now
aiding the Jews in Israel for the genocide of the Jewish people. The Ger-
mans murdered six million Jews. The American racist has taken part in
the slaughter of over fifty million black people: therefore, we feel that this
is a2 modest demand that we make.

4. We wanl decent housing. fit for shelter of hunian bheings.

We believe that if the white landlords will not give decent housing to
our black community. then the housing and the land should be made into
cooperatives so that our community, with government aid. can build and
make decent housing for its people.

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this
decadent American society. We want education that teaches us our true
history and our role in the present-day society.

We believe in an educational system that will give to our-people a knowl-
edge of self. If a man does not have knowledge of himself and his position
in society and the world. then he has little chance to relate to anything
else.

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military service.

We believe that Black people should not be forced to fight in the mili-
tary service to defend a racist government that does not protect us. We
will not fight and kill other people of color in the world who. like black
people. are being victimized by the white racist government of America.
We will protect ourselves from the force and violence of the racist police
and the racist militarv by whatever means necessary.



7."We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER
of black people. _

We believe we can end police brutality in our black community by or-
ganizing black self-defense groups that are dedicated to defending our
black community from racist police oppression-and brutality. The Second
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States gives a right to bear
arms. We therefore believe that all black people should arm themselves
for self-defense.

8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal, state, county
and city prisons and jails. -

We believe that all biack people should be released from the many
jails and prisons because they have not received a fair and impartial trial.

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by
a jury of their peer group or people from their black communities, as
defined by the Constitution of the United States.

‘We believe that the courts should follow the United States Constitution
so that black people will receive fair trials. The 14th Amendment of thec
U.S. Constitution gives a man a right to be tried by his peer group. A peer
is a person from a similar economic, social, religious, geographical, en-.
vironmental, historical and racial background. To do this the court will be
forced to select a jury from the black community from which the black
defendant came. We have been, and are being tried by all-white juries’
that have no understanding of the ‘‘average reasoning man" of the black
community.

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothmg, Justlce and peace.
And as our major political objective, a United Nations-supervised plebis-
cite to. be held throughout the black colony in which only black colonial

"subjects; will be allowed to participate, for the: purpose Qf determining the
will of black people as to their nationdl destiny. . '

When, in the course of human events, it becomes- necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another. and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and nature's God entitle them, a
.decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare
the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal:
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights:
that among these are life, liberty. and the pursuit of happiness. That. tc
secure these rights, governments are instituted among mén. deriving thei
just powers from the consent of the governed: that. whenever any form o
government becomes destructive of these ends. it is the right of the people
to alter or to abolish it. and to institute a new government, laying it
foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and bappiness. Pru
dence. indeed, will dictate that governments long established should no:
he changed for light and transient causes: and. accordingly. all experience
hath shown. that mankind are more disposed to suffer. while evils are
sufferable. than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
are accustomed. But! when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pur
suing invariably the same ohjeet. evinees a design to reduce them under ab
solute tlvspotlsm it is their right. it is their duty. to throw off such govern
ment. and to provide new guards for their future security.
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~Send to
Black Panther Party
2026 7th Ave.
New York, NY 10027



Huey would say, “a newspaper is
the wvoice of a party, the wvoice of
the Panther must be heard
throughout the = land.”

July 1967--Minister of Defense, Hiey P, Newton (right) and
Chairman, Bobby Seale (left), reading an early edition of B.P.P.
Newspaper at the home of Eldrldge Cleaver, Minister of In-
formation B P

We found we as citizens of this country were being
kept duped by the government and kept mlsmformed
by the mass media,
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