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Sprinkler standard
in the pipeline

Irrigation professional Tim Malooly shares

the latest efforts to implement the first
U.S. landscape irrigation sprinkler standard.

By JONATHAN KATZ

ater districts and the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA),
most notably through
its WaterSense program, have pressured
the irrigation industry to use water more
efficiently. Some contractors are taking
notice and action; the Irrigation Associa-
tion has ramped up education, promotions
and advocacy; and landscape irrigation
manufacturers have responded by advanc-
ing controller technology and introducing
more water-efficient sprinklers.

Still, the industry doesn’t have
consistent testing methods to identify
and document component performance.
In 2011, the International Code Council
(ICC) and the Association of Agricul-
tural & Biological Engineers formed
a subcommittee to develop the first
consensus standard for landscape irriga-
tion sprinklers.

The'landscapeiirriga®
tion industry lacks
universal component
performance testing
methods. -

The subcommittee
includes representatives
from irrigation component
manufacturers, water utili-
ties, designers, installers
and consumers.

Landscape Management
recently spoke with the
irrigation committee Chair
"Tim Malooly, CIC, CID,
CLIA, president of Min-
neapolis -based Water in
Motion, about the status of the standard
and how it will affect contractors.

Tim Malooly

What type of standard is the ICC

subcommittee developing?
AThis applies to landscape irrigation

sprinklers, including pop-up broad-

cast sprinklers, pop-up misting or spray
sprinklers and drip and micro components.
One of the first things we’ve focused on
is testing sprinkler performance.
Right now, manufacturers test their
products in their own facilities with
their own methods and without
independent verification.

The standards also give agen-
cies—such as local units of govern-
ment or the EPA—reliable, credible
information from which to build a
labeling program for products.

So you're looking at labeling
in this standard?
Labeling is an important
A component of this work. We’re
considering how to label what's
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being standardized. For instance, when
you buy cereal at the grocery store, there
are standard nutrition facts, such as calo-
ries, sugar and serving size. A similar label
is now available for light bulbs. How that
relates to landscape irrigation sprinklers is
still undecided, but packaging and label-

ing is one component of the standards.

What is the status of the standard
right now?
A "The first public comment period
took place in late winter of 2013.
We’re currently in the process of consid-
ering every comment and
making adjustments to the
draft document.

My hope was to have the
standard in place by the end of
this year. Its a little unknown
whether we’re going to hit
that target because a second
comment period is expected
to take place in August or
September. Depending on
how many comments we
have, we may have to gotoa
third public comment period. However, if
we don’t have to go through that, I think
it’s realistic to expect the standard to be
completed by March 2014.

What type of feedback have you
received so far?
"There have been comments on testing
methods, parameters and how we’re
defining things. For example, the industry
commonly refers to the application rate of
an irrigation sprinkler as the “precipitation
rate.” But after much deliberation, the com-
mittee chose to adopt the term “application
rate” instead because the term “precipita-
tion rate” connotes something other than
mechanical irrigation taking place.

What will this standard ultimately
mean for landscape and irrigation
contractors?
It’s important to the industry because
the use of water in the landscape is
currently receiving and will continue to
receive a high level of scrutiny. People
are questioning whether the water being
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used in the landscape is being used wisely
and responsibly. And the definition of
“responsibly” is changing. Currently
the definition of responsibly by some
includes emotional decision making or
social engineering positions. With the
creation of industry standards—and
codes that likely follow—responsible
water use moves away from emotion and
toward process and verifiable science.
Now more than ever practitioners
must adapt to changes occurring around

The International
Code Council’s
landscape irrigation
sprinkler standard
may be complete
early next year.

them and become as technically adept as
possible. The industry is changing, and
the world around the industry is demand-
ing more discipline, efficiency and rigor.
If practitioners choose to do things the
way they’ve always done them, they will
ultimately be left out.

What are you referring to when you
talk about adapting to change?
A Right now landscape sprinkler

components are so reliable that an

individual doesn’t have to know a lot

of the details of why a sprinkler system
works. As a result, many irrigation sys-
tems are being installed indiscriminately
and outside of best practices without
consideration for water efficiency. In
other words, many poor-quality lawn
sprinkler systems are being installed
with accompanying poor-quality main-
tenance and scheduling practices.

We’re using a resource that’s been
identified as being more precious than it
was in the past, and the Green Industry
has been identified as one of the big-
gest users. There’s a science behind the
design, installation and scheduling of
irrigation systems. If the industry doesn’t
take more seriously selection, design,
installation, maintenance and scheduling
practices, we run the risk of being put
out of business.

Katz is a freelance writer based in Cleveland.

The P.V.B LOCK BOX will come in one size 24x24x12
this will fit all wall mounted Pressure Vacuum Break-
er units ranging from 34" to 2 2" as you may have

| seen at the 2012 irrigation
show this product is profes-
sionally builtin the US.A.The
product is powder coated
hunter green, it comes with
the four security bolts and
lead anchors it also comes
with one security key un-
locking bit. This unit whole-
' sales for $319.99 and the
manufactures suggested re-
tail price is $499.00. Our con-
tractors are installing these
units at $600.00 each and
the unit installs in less than
20 minutes.

The CLOCKBOX will come in one size 14x17x10 this will
fit most outdoor irrigation controllers, this unit will also
be powder coated hunter green and come with a remov-
able front cover for access to the unit the locking mech-
anism will be (2) security hex pin locking bolts and will

come with two unlocking bits
one for the owner and one for the
irrigation or maintenance tech.
This unit wholesales at $259.99
and the MSRP is $439.00. Our
contractors installed pricing is
$539.00 and this also installs in
less than 20 minutes. By installing
this product this assures that no un-
authorized person or persons are
tampering with the irrigation control-

ler and will also protect ‘:\\\\\.3 y

it from being stolen.

Call 800.372.1434 To Place Your Order Or Visit Us At Www.pvblockbox.com
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