
The Green Industry  
has a smart way to save 
a little green and blue.
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ELIMINATING WASTE

CHANGING THE WAY  
WE IRRIGATE, WITH

WaterSense

BY STEPHANIE TANNER, 
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL  

PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 

When water supplies are tight 
and municipalities are scrambling 
to find solutions, it’s often easy to 
target local landscapes with water-
ing restrictions. Nationwide, resi-
dential outdoor water use exceeds 
7 billion gallons of water each day, 
most of which is used for landscape 
irrigation. Experts estimate that 
as much as half of this water goes 
to waste due to evaporation, wind, 
and improperly scheduled irrigation systems. But with smart 
irrigation technologies on the rise, there may be a better way 
to water using Mother Nature as a guide.

Look for the label
EPA created the WaterSense label in 2006 to help consum-
ers find products that save water and perform well. To date, 
more than 4,000 models of plumbing products have earned 
the label. Working with more than 2,000 utility, manufac-
turer, retailer, distributor, and irrigation professional partners, 
WaterSense has helped consumers save 125 billion gallons  

of water and $2 billion in utility 
bills over the past five years.

With the release of its final 
WaterSense Specification for 
Weather-Based Irrigation Control-
lers, EPA opens the program to 
the first outdoor watering product 
eligible to earn the label. Weather-
based controllers use real-time, 
local climatological data to schedule 
irrigation. Once properly installed, 

these controllers can do the thinking for homeowners and facil-
ity managers in terms of when and how much to water outdoors. 

The WaterSense specification covers stand-alone control-
lers, add-on devices, or plug-in devices in residential and 
commercial applications. WaterSense-labeled irrigation 
controllers must be tested and certified to meet performance 
requirements based on the Smart Water Application Tech-
nologies (SWAT) protocol. SWAT includes performance 
measures of irrigation adequacy and irrigation excess, which 
measure how well the system meets plant water needs with-

out overwatering. The specification 
also requires supplemental capabilities 
such as the ability to change irriga-
tion schedules to accommodate local 
watering restrictions and the ability to 
connect to a rainfall device.  

EPA has held various working 
groups, conducted independent 
research, and worked with numerous 
experts to determine the appropriate 
performance characteristics and test-
ing protocols to ensure WaterSense-
labeled controllers provide sufficient 
irrigation to promote plant health 
and meet the needs of landscape 
managers and utilities trying to 
reduce water waste. 



EDUCATION AND INNOVATION AT CLCA’S 
LANDSCAPE INDUSTRY SHOW!

We’ve got lots of NEW at this year’s show to keep you on your A game!

Brought to you by the California Native Plant Society, Norman’s Nursery and 

the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wildfl owers and Native Plants, Native Plant 

Bingo is a new addition to CLCA’s Landscape Industry Show for 2012! Horticul-

turists and show attendees could win $100 cash and a book on native plants! 

CLCA’s new Technology Café features industry apps for the iPhone and 

Droid. Learn about networking on LinkedIn and Facebook. Also learn about 

Jibbigo, Sprinkler Times, Soil Web, the Landscaper’s Companion, ProntoForms, 

Fleetmatics, Heartland’s new Mobuyle payment system and more! Bamboo 

Pipeline will also be available to show attendees the iPad.

Are you a good designer? Try this year’s “Designer’s Challenge” brought 

to you by the Association of Professional Landscape Designers (APLD). This 

contest shows how quickly you can think on your feet and communicate your 

fi nished design to your client.  Speed is good, but quality of design is just as 

important. This fun, interactive, pen and paper challenge will have you thinking 

on your feet and will be over before the ink is dry! 

CLCA’s Landscape Industry Show features excellent seminars including 

Introduction to Green Wall Systems, Design and Installation and Dirt — Can 

You Dig It?, sponsored by the American Society of Landscape Architects, and 

Professional Selling Skills sponsored by Ewing Irrigation. Other seminars and 

CEU classes include: edibles, social media, pesticide technology, how to get 

paid in full and more!  CLCA’s Water Management Certifi cation Workshop and 

test will also be available in English and Spanish.

Besides excellent educational opportunities, attendees have the op-

portunity to network and meet vendors. CLCA’s Landscape Industry Show takes 

place Feb. 1-2, 2012 at the Los Angeles Convention Center in Los Angeles and 

is FREE to those who register in advance and $5 at the door. Seminars are a 

bargain and begin at $40 with unlimited classes for $120. Attendees achieve 

an excellent return for their time as well as opportunities to grow! Register to 

attend for FREE today! Go to www.clca.us/lis.   
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February 1–2, 2012 @ Los Angeles Convention Center

The Landscape 
Industry Show 
Is Your App To:

• Power up your 
sales

•  Profit from  
seminars with  
solutions

•  Experience Tech  — 
See it, touch it, 
click it

•  Make your phone 
vibrate with glee

• get you...

www.clca.us/lis

Register Online At: www.clca.us/lis

A D V E R T O R I A L

EDUCATION AND INNOVATION AT CLCA’S 
LANDSCAPE INDUSTRY SHOW!

Mother Nature beats the clock
An estimated 13.5 million irrigation systems are currently 
installed in residential lawns across the United States, and 
an additional 308,000 new systems are installed each year 
as a part of new home construction. The industry estimates 
indicate that less than 10% of the units already installed use 
weather-based controllers to schedule irrigation. Currently, 
the most common method used to schedule irrigation is a 
manually programmed clock timer that irrigates a specifi ed 
amount on a preset schedule programmed by the user. 

Clock timer controllers can be a signifi cant source of 
wasted water, because irrigation schedules are often set to 
water during the height of the growing season, and might 
not be adjusted to refl ect seasonal changes or changes in 
plant watering needs. Although plant water requirements 
decrease in the fall, many homeowners forget to reset their 
irrigation schedules, and landscapes will be watered in 
October as if it were July. Overwatering plants also results in 
shallow roots, weed growth, disease and fungus. 

As an alternative to clock timer controllers, weather-based 
irrigation controllers can make irrigation schedule adjustments 
automatically by tailoring the amount, frequency, and timing of 
irrigation events based on current weather data and landscape 
conditions, applying water only when the landscape needs it, 
and promoting a healthier, more attractive landscape.

Partnering with professionals
As the demand for “smart” irrigation tech-
nology increases, so does the demand for 
cutting-edge irrigation professionals. Proper 
installation, programming, and maintenance 

are key to ensuring that weather-based irriga-
tion controllers save water on landscape irrigation 

and reduce runoff. 
Professionals who have successfully completed a 

WaterSense-labeled certifi cation program that focuses on 
water-effi cient irrigation automatically qualify to become 
a WaterSense partner. EPA recommends homeowners and 
facility managers look for a WaterSense irrigation partner to 
design, install, audit, or maintain irrigation systems to ensure 
controller performance. WaterSense-labeled new homes that 
include an irrigation system require design or installation 
and audits to be conducted by an irrigation partner.  Each 
year, WaterSense singles out one such partner and recog-
nizes his or her efforts to promote water effi ciency.

“My designs are only as good as the equipment in my 
legend,” explained Christopher Curry, the 2011 WaterSense 
Irrigation Partner of the Year. “The work done by the manu-
facturers in smart controllers really helps the overall goal to 
save water.”

To learn more about the WaterSense Specifi cation for 
Weather-Based Irrigation Controllers, fi nd WaterSense-
labeled products, or learn more about WaterSense irrigation 
partners, visit www.epa.gov/watersense/outdoor/index.html. LM


