Remember
the label is
the law

Minimize pricey labor
with an economical
herbicide plan

BY DR. KATHIE KALMOWITZ

LAWN CARE OPERATORS challenged with
managing weeds in ornamental beds
can save money and satisfy customers

by using an integrated weed manage-
ment program that includes herbicides
and mulch. While hand-weeding always
will be important to weed management,
an integrated herbicide program can
minimize labor greatly.

Proper herbicide applications can
prov l«l'\' weed control for two me »IHII\ or
longer, creating consistently clean land
scapes. Mulch gives beds an additional
layer of weed prevention.

However, developing a herbicide
program can be challenging because of
ornamental selection, placement within a
landscape bed, the presence and growth
of w L'L'\i\ JI]\] germimnantaon L'\])L'L’I.lll()n\
Advance consideration of which chemi
cal and mulch techniques are compat-
ible with a landscape can cut traditional

hand-weeding labor costs in half.
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Before selec tng an herbicide pro-

gram, determine whether an herbicide

can be used safely with the area’s mixture

of woody ornamentals and herbaceous
bedding plants. Determine whether
weeds can be managed more easily
before germination using a preemergent
herbicide or whether weed control can
be handled effectively using a postemer-
gent herbicide. Some landscapes may
nu'«l b »Ih.

Generally, woody ornamentals
are more tolerant of broad-spectrum
herbicides, so there’s a greater number
of ‘H'L\‘ZML'I'}J(IH Am«l Pe r\IL’Il]L'I'gL‘HI |1L'|”
bicide options available for use on these
plants. Only a few herbicides are labeled
for use on sensitive herbaceous species,
particularly annual flowers, so applica-
tors should know about the safety of the
product they intend to use

Because bedding plant species vary as
much in herbicide tolerance as they do
in color, form and plant vigor, confirm
plant safety by checking herbicide labels
and conferring with local extension
specialists and herbicide company repre
sentatives when developing a plan.

[der utying w eed types or those lch]_\
to germinate in the landscape to deter-
mine which type of herbicide to apply.

Any combination of broadleaf, grassy

and sedge weeds can be problematic.

Weeds compete for nutrients and
water, but they can be related closely
to many of the annual and perennial
bedding plants, so choosing an herbicide
that kills weeds while being safe on
desired plants — is more difficult.

I ]cl"!ll('h]c Llllc]\ II\[ W L'L’\[ 0 pes con-
trolled by the active ingredients” modes
of action or behaviors in the plant. Some
herbicides are effective on broadleaf
weeds but not on sedges, while others
control two weed types but not all three.
Therefore, proper weed identification is
an important first step to ensure desired
weed-control results

Look for opportunities
to use herbicide combina
tions, commonly in granular
fe ll'mlll.t')l mns, to Increase I]IL‘

spectrum of control. When

using a sprayable formula-
ton, for example, check the
label to see whether mixing
lllll|l1}>|\, pre ducts to control
a greater number of weeds
with one application is
recomn :’”\[L'\l.

['he most effective and
economical \\cul control

method is prevention

Preemergent herbicides



WEB EXTRA!

help prevent seeds from
germinating but are not
active on established

weeds. They’re commonly
used to prevent annual
grasses and broadleaf weeds.

Before you can prevent growth, you
must eliminate weeds that have germi-
nated. Hand-weeding or postemergent
herbicide spot-spray treatments are
recommended before making new or
repeat preemergent applications.

Preemergent herbicides are avail-
able in granular and liquid formulations.
Granular formulations tend to be less
damaging when used on bedding plants.
Uniform applications should be made
when plant foliage is dry to prevent the
herbicide from binding to foliage. The
application should be timed before seeds
germinate and where irrigation is avail-
able, or when rainfall is expected within
a few days of the application. This is
important because water must carry the
herbicide into the soil where it creates a
barrier to weed germination.

Once an application is made, control
typically lasts two months. An herbi-
cide’s activity length in a specific region
can be monitored efficiently when lawn
care managers return to customers
within a five- to eight-week cycle.

Once an herbicide program is put
into action, it’s important to manage
weeds in nearby turf to prevent deposit-
ing weed seed and vegetative parts of

weeds from moving into landscape
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www.landscapemanage-
ment.net/weedcosts.

eed areas. Weed management
in lawns and landscapes
should work in concert
to eliminate a customer’s
overall weed problem.
With awareness and experience,
you'll become more familiar with the

herbicide products available for weed

control and how to develop a plan. Use
caution when applying herbicides and
always read and follow chemical labels
and manufacturer recommendations.

KALMOWITZ is a market and technical
specialist for BASF Professional Turf &
Ornamentals.

Let's take this outside.
Contact TurfEx today!

1.866.5TURFEX  586.756.6555

JULY 2009

Introducing TurfEx — The only
company offering a complete line
of commercial-quality equipment
to meet your most demanding turf
care needs. Spreaders, sprayers,
sweepers and accessories — all
your tough turf tools from one source.

LET'S MEET ON YOUR TURF!

ARE YOU “TURF " ENOUGH?
NOT IF YOU DON'T KNOW TURFEX.

TurF /7

THE COMMERCIAL TURF CHOICE
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