
Spreaders 
and c n r a x / 
that last 

sprayers 
B Y C U R T H A R L E R 

( ( t's got to last." 
That's the first 
thing Jack Robert-
son, owner of Jack 
Robertson Lawn 
Care, Inc., Spring-
field, IL, has on his 

mind when he goes shopping 
for a spreader. 

"Stainless steel components 
are a must," he continues. He 
knows stainless is a mixed bless-
ing — while it extends the life of 
the equipment, it adds cost. 

The next thing Robertson 
looks at is ergonomics. "A 
spreader has to have good bal-
ance and be comfortable to use," 
he says. "Height makes a big dif-
ference." Not only does it make 
a difference whether the worker 
using a spreader is 6-foot-4 or 5-
foot-4 in. tall, but even the han-
dlebar height of individual units 
can change the "feel" of a 
spreader. While Robertson 
Lawn Care has about 20 spread-
ers — all LESCO models — 
Jack has learned that different 
models have different ergono-

mics. Today, most of his units 
are the same. 

"Another key point is posi-
tive shutofTand start," Robert-
son adds. This is vital. Applica-
tions must begin and end at the 
right place. 

Spread and a e r a t e 
"Combine a good top-dressing 
program with aerification and 
you'll tighten your turf carpet," 
says George Kinkead, President 
of Turfco, Minneapolis, MN. 

This rule of thumb holds es-
pecially true on high school and 
community sports fields. Like 
everything else, football fields 
are being asked to do more. 
There are few special-purpose 
"varsity" fields left. Instead, 
most fields are used for football, 
track and field, soccer and other 
events both by the school and 
the larger community. 

One way to do the job more 
effectively, Kinkead says, is to 
buy a spreader that will do an 
even number of passes up and 
down a field. If a machine will 
hold enough fertilizer to do 
four passes (up, down, up, 

Spreadex's LG-375 spreader 
holds 275 lbs. of material. 

down), it can be loaded at the 
same end of the field every 
time. That way, there's no need 
to bring an empty unit across a 
field or, worse yet, bring a 
truckload of fertilizer over the 
grass to the spreader. 

Look for a spreader that will 
apply both heavy and light ap-
plications — down to l /32nd 
or l /64th of an inch — on a 
field. "A good spreader will 
spread as light as a dry martini," 
Kinkead says. 

TY-CROP 
800/845-7249 

SUMAS, W A 
www.tycrop.com 
• ProPass 180 ultra low impact 

broadcast topdresser 
• Apply a variety of materials 
• Apply 12 to 35 ft. wide 
• Comes as a tow-behind or 
truck mount 
Circle #257 

SPREADEX 
800/725-8377 

WARREN, Ml 
• LG-375 commercial-duty 
granular spreader 
• Standard with 10-ft. control 
cable 
• 12-volt DC direct-drive system 
• Holds 3.25 cu. ft. or 275 lbs. of 
material 
Circle #258 

continued on page 

http://www.tycrop.com


Spreader buying tips 
" W h e n choosing a spreader, look for a t i re p a t t e r n t h a t isn't 
aggressive," advises Bob Oelke, Agronomis t w i t h D a k o t a 
Peat & Equipment , Grand Forks, ND. 

N o t h i n g messes u p a lawn, sports f ie ld or gol f course 
quicker t h a n ruts f r o m a spreader. T igh t turns can tear tur f , 
a n d t o o much d o w n w a r d pressure wi l l leave not iceable lines 
in all bu t t h e toughes t tur f . 

"I like t o see a t i re pressure of one-ha l f p o u n d per square 
inch or less," O e l k e continues. As a n agronomist , he realizes 
t h a t t h e ideal isn't a lways possible. However , w h e n buy ing a 
dr ivable spreader, a landscape m a n a g e r should check t h e t i re 
foo tpr in t . General ly, t h e b igger t h e t i re o n a spreader, t h e 
m o r e it spreads t h e w e i g h t . 

O e l k e has some o ther practical buying tips. "Look for a 
versatile, mul t i - tasking uni t t h a t wi l l hold up," he says. A 
g o o d uni t wi l l top-dress lawns, spread seed o n sports fields, 
or pu t a u n i f o r m coat ing o f compost over a park. 

He says t o g e t a product demonst ra t ion at your facility or 
o n a typical l awn. 

A n o t h e r g o o d idea: Be sure t h e uni t you ' re buy ing uses 
standard, of f - the-shel f components . Hoses, bearings a n d 
o ther replaceable parts shouldn' t be machine-specific. 

continued from page 70 

G R E G S O N - C L A R K 
8 0 0 / 7 0 6 - 9 5 3 0 
LE ROY, NY 
w w w . g r e g s o n d a r k . c o m 
• Hy-Lander applicator with 
speed sensitive fertilizer 
metering system 

H M B H H H H H H M H 
• Self-propelled 
• 13-hp with electric start 
Circle #259 

TURFCO 
8 0 0 / 6 7 9 - 8 2 0 1 
MINNEAPOLIS, M N 
w w w . t u r f c o . c o m 
• WideSpin 1530 gives 
constant delivery at various 
widths 

• 9-hp B&S Vanguard engine 
with recoil start 
• Quarter-inch spread to 15 ft., 
lighter rate to 30-ft. wide 
Circle #260 

SPYKER S P R E A D E R S 
8 0 0 / 9 7 2 - 6 1 3 0 
URBANA, IL 
w w w . s p y k e r . c o m 
• Full range of electric three-pt. 
hitch spreaders 
• Units come in 40-, 120- and 
440-lb. capacities 
Circle #261 

P E R M A - G R E E N S U P R E M E 
8 0 0 / 3 4 6 - 2 0 0 1 
VALPARAISO, IN 
w w w . r i d e - o n s p r e a d e r . c o m 
• Ride-on Ultra spreader has 
boomless11-ft. spread 
• Pto shaft-driven spinner 
platter 
• 100-lb. LESCO hopper 
Circle #262 

W H E E L S P R A Y 
2 6 2 / 6 4 6 - 8 6 4 0 
DELAFIELD, W l 
w w w . w h e e l s p r a y . c o m 

• WS-250 Lawn Wheelie is 2.5-
gal. push-type sprayer 
• Ground-driven pump system 
delivers 36-in. fan of spray 
• Rated to 1,000 sq. ft. per gal. 
Circle #263 

B O B C A T 
7 0 1 / 2 4 1 - 8 7 4 0 
WEST FARGO, N D 
w w w . b o b c a t . c o m 
• Spreader attachment made for 

use on skid-steers, track loaders, 
pickups 
• Has12-volt DC motor 
• Hopper holds 5.75 cu. ft. of 
material 
Circle #264 

C U S H M A N 
8 8 8 / 9 2 2 - T U R F 
CHARLOTTE, NC 
w w w . t e x t r o n t u r f . c o m 
• DS-175 (175 gal.) and DS-300 

NWJI Check Out Our NEW WebStore 
You Can't Beat The SAVINGS at MTI 

WWW. SPRINKLERS4LESS .COM 

IffBBW Hlllltel' NEIS&N Irrltrof S® ̂  800-600m TU R F(8873) 
" _ _ _ _

 m
 ^^ m m m s» m m » m — a «— Order by 1 p.m. CALL US AND $A VE! 7:30 am - 5 pm 

SHIPS SAME DAY Contractor's Choice for SPRINKLERS P T 

Circle 127 

http://www.gregsondark.com
http://www.turfco.com
http://www.spyker.com
http://www.ride-onspreader.com
http://www.wheelspray.com
http://www.bobcat.com
http://www.textronturf.com


(300 gal.) Sprayteks 
• Motorized valves for precise 
dispersion 
• Direct-drive pump system 
eliminates hydraulic oil leaks 
Circle #265 

BROYHILL 
8 0 0 / 2 2 8 - 1 0 0 3 EXT. 3 4 
DAKOTA CITY, NE 
www.broyh i l l . com 
• SpraMate 210 vehicle sprayer 
• 210-gal. pin-mounted sprayer 
with poly tank 
• 15- or 21-ft. square tube 
booms optional 
Circle #266 

B A R R O N & BROTHERS f 
8 0 0 / 2 8 2 - 3 5 7 0 
GAINESVILLE, GA 
www.bbispreaders .com 
• New for 2003: Cricket two-ton 
fertilizer spreader 
• 70-cu. ft. hopper handles three 
tons of lime 
• Built on single, 10,000-lb. axle 
Circle #267 

THE WALKER BY WALKER 

Walker Manufactur ing introduces theWalker by Walker— 
a c o m p a c t , mid-size, wa lk -behind m o w e r . The 1 5 -hp 
K a w a s a k i engine runs all W a l k e r s ide-d ischarge and 
mulching decks up to 5 6 inches, including the deck tilt-
up function. Proven Walker engineering such as a simple, 
unique fo rward speed control and easy steering, f lexible 
deck suspension (using a castering tail wheel) , a manually-
tensioned PTO clutch, ef f ic ient use of w e i g h t , c o m p a c t 
overa l l d i m e n s i o n s , and s turdy c o n s t r u c t i o n are all 
incorporated into t h e W a l k e r . 

MOWERS 
5 9 2 5 E. Harmony Road • Fort Collins, CO 8 0 5 2 8 

( 9 7 0 ) 2 2 1 - 5 6 1 4 • w w w . w a l k e r m o w e r s . c o m 

Circle 128 

JRCO, INC. 
8 0 0 / 9 6 6 - 8 4 4 2 
MINNEAPOLIS, M N 
www.j rcoinc.com 
• Electric broadcast spreader 
fits commercial riders, walk-
behinds 
• 2.2-cu.-ft. (120-lb.) hopper is 
polyethylene 
• Gives 5- to 24-ft. spread 
Circle #268 

E A R T H W A Y PRODUCTS 
8 0 0 / 6 7 8 - 0 6 7 1 
BRISTOL, IN 
w w w . e a r t h w a y . c o m 
• PowerPack Drive system 
converts push spreaders into 
powered units 
• Variable speed control 
• Kit has Honda four-stroke 
engine 
Circle #269 

AIRTEC 
8 6 3 / 3 2 4 - 9 5 1 1 
WINTER HAVEN, FL 
airtecsprayers@aol.com 
• Low-volume positive charge 
turf sprayer 
• Applies 5 to 50 gal. per acre 
• Trailer type, three-point or skid 
mount for Toro, Deere and 
Trukster 
Circle #270 

L A N C O M F G R . 
7 1 7 / 6 5 6 - 7 8 2 8 
BIRD-IN-HAND, PA 
• Super Spread topdresser 
transports and spreads 
• Three drive styles, five sizes 
available 
• Dual 23-in. spinners 
Circle #271 

M A R U Y A M A US 
4 2 5 / 8 8 5 - 0 8 1 1 
AUBURN, W A 
• MG10 
spreader is 
ideal for dry 
chemical, seed 
• Weighs 3.7 lbs. 
• Ribbed disk gives 
consistent application, 
18-ft. range 
Circle #274 

mSMmm 
L A N D PRIDE A 
8 8 8 / 9 8 7 - 7 4 3 3 
SALINA, KS 
www. landpr ide .com 
• Land Pride broadcast 
spreaders come in three hopper 
sizes: 350, 563,673 lbs. 
• 14-gauge hopper 
• Spread left right or full width 
of 54 ft. 
• Apply 44,890 lbs. per acre 
Circle #272 

LELY 
8 0 0 / 3 3 4 - 2 7 6 3 
WILSON, NC 
www. le ly .com 
• Model HR gives accurate 
spreading to 52 ft. 
• Can spread few lbs. of seed or 
tons of fertilizer 
• Removable mechanism, 
hopper 
Circle #273 

http://www.broyhill.com
http://www.bbispreaders.com
http://www.walkermowers.com
http://www.jrcoinc.com
http://www.earthway.com
mailto:airtecsprayers@aol.com
http://www.landpride.com
http://www.lely.com


LESCO A 
8 0 0 / 3 2 1 - 5 3 2 5 
CLEVELAND, OH 

w w w . l e s c o . c o m 

H E R D SEEDER 
5 7 4 / 7 5 3 - 6 3 1 1 
LOGANSPORT, IN 

w w w . h e r d s e e d e r . c o m 

S H I N D A I W A 
5 0 3 / 6 9 2 - 3 0 7 0 
TUALATIN, OR 

w w w . s h i n d a i w a . c o m 

M I L L CREEK 
8 0 0 / 3 1 1 - 1 3 2 3 
LEOLA, PA 

w w w . m i l l c r e e k m f g . c o m 
• TurfTiger will spread any 
material 
• Spreads soaking wet sand to 
12 ft. 
• Has 7,500-lb. capacity 
• Flotation turf tires 
Circle #276 

• Portable syringing unit for 
spot treatment, hand watering 
• 100 ft. of one-in. hose on 
reel 
• 8-gal. reservoir 
Circle #277 

Herd Seeder's 
GT-77 spreader 

• i v n H s 

• Roto/Drop spreader applies 
granular fertilizer, control 
products, seed 
• 80-lb. capacity injection-
molded hopper 
• Enclosed 5:1 gear assembly 
Circle #275 

D A K O T A 
8 0 0 / 4 7 7 - 8 4 1 5 
GRAND FORKS, ND 

w w w . d a k o t a p e a t c o m 
• Precision Greenwave 1000 
great for precision apps 

• GT-77 spreader mounts on 
compact tractors, ATVs 
• Spread seed, fertilizer, fire ant 
or slug bait 
• Stainless steel pivot plate 
centers spread pattern 
Circle #278 

• New RS75 broadcast spreader 
handles 1.5 bags or 75 lbs. 
• Spring-loaded on/off lever 
• On-hopper rate adjustment 
• Optional side deflectors 
Circle #279 

ie BT 4 0 Pneumatic Del ivery System, the 
most powerful blower system on the market. 
• Deliver landscape products faster, smoother, »nd with less 

frustration. 
• "One-Touch" remote control gives the operator precise control of 

the entire system. 
• No-hassle hose system; no internal 

restriction it the hose joints, less joints 
to drag across your customer s lawn, no 
leakage to clean up. 

When you want the best, 
there's really only one choice... 

Peterson Pacific Corp. _ 
PO Box 40490 • Eugene. OR 97404 U.S.A. • 800/269-652^^ wwv̂ etereonpaancxom 

Save Time on the Job 
W i t h H u n t e r M o d u l a r C o n t r o l l e r s 

Only Hunter has it - the 
industry's most complete 
line of modular controllers 
for all residential and 
commercial applications. 
Now you can customize 
the irrigation at any site 
with expandable zone 
modules, independent 
scheduling and easy 
dial programming. 

Hunter ICC 
Ideal for parks, sports fields; 

handles 8 to 48 zones 

fiL - • 

Hunter Pro-C 
For res/ commercia l jobs; 
expands f rom 3 to 15 stations 

Hunter 
The Irrigation Innovators 

Call for a free catalog: 800-733-2823 • www.Hunterlndustries.com 

Circle 130 
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