
HILLCREST/WEST LAWN 

The policeman walked into the office 
and solemnly announced, "You're 
under arrest." 

There must be some mistake, 
Hans Bross thought. But he looked 
out his door and saw his foreman 
with a camera. He knew it wasn't a 
mistake, just a practical joke. 

His crime? Showing too many 
pictures of his grandchildren. 

It was all to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society. 

You have to have a sense of 
humor to work in a cemetery, Bross 
says. 

Bross had visited his father's 
grave at Hillcrest Cemetery in 
Omaha, Neb., for years. As the 
owner of a landscape business, 
which he had inherited from his 
father, he always noticed the poor 
quality turf and the trees in 
desperate need of pruning. 

When he tired of his business, he 
answered a blind ad in the local 
paper, and soon became park 
superintendent at Hillcrest and West 
Lawn. 

"He (the general manager) asked 
me if I had any qualms about 
working in a cemetery," Bross says. 
"I never had given it any thought. I 
had a bit of a misgiving that it would 
be a boring job. But I've been here 11 
years and I haven't been bored yet." 

The two cemeteries total 185 
acres and are divided only in that 
flat markers are used at Hillcrest, 
while upright monuments mark 
graves at West Lawn. A crew of 10 
full-time and about five part-time in 

the summer maintains both sites. 
The biggest challenge? Trees. 

About 1,500 by Bross's estimate. At 
one time his crew removed about 40 
Austrian pines. A recent wind storm 
ripped down five trees, including 
several rare American elms. 

Just as a golf course 
superintendent essentially has every 
member as boss, a cemetery manager 
has to answer to every plot owner. 
And some do complain. 

Buffalograss sparks many of the 
complaints. "It greens up late and 
turns brown early," he explains, his 
Paul Newman-blue eyes sparkling. 
"They think it's a weed. It's 
scattered. If it were all in one place I 
could explain it." 

The other problem with buffalo-
grass is that the sod can't be saved 
and replaced after the crew digs a 
grave. Most of the cemetery is a 
fungus-resistent blend including 
Baron, Georgetown, Fylking, and 
Benson A-34 Kentucky Bluegrass 
with some fine Manhattan rye. Bross 
is even growing a small sod field to 
save on costs of replacements. 

When saving the sod, it's easy to 
pinpoint grub and sod webworm 
problems. A dose of diazinon or 
Oftanol usually takes care of it. 

Although he's experimented with 
PGRs around headstones, his crew 
uses Weedeaters. 

Another major concern is staining 
the stones with fertilizers. After 
trying several, he settled on slow-
release Nitroform-Blue Chip from 
BFC Chemical or Par-Ex brand. 

Only the new sections of the 
cemetery are irrigated. About 30 
acres remain undeveloped, although 
Bross develops and seeds a new 
section about every two years, based 
on plot sales. 

Besides his landscape duties, 
Bross takes care of cremations. 

Bross, a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Nebraska Turfgrass 
Foundation, says the cemetery 
industry has a long way to go. "Until 
this industry starts to recognize that 
there are professionals out there and 
will pay accordingly, they're going to 
have problems," he says. 

He'll work for the cause now, but 
he talks frequently of retiring, taking 
off in a motor home, and spending 
winters traveling through the South 
with his wife Eleanor. Of course 
they'll always return to Omaha to be 
near the grandchildren. 

Want to see their pictures?— 
Heide Aungst 

CONTACT THE RODEO AGENT 
NEAREST YOU, TODAY. 
ACEISIT 
CONTACT 

United Agri Products 
of Hawaii 
P.O. Box 30407 
Honolulu, HI 96820 
(808) 836-1816 

Wither Ellis Company 
1200 Westlake Ave. N 
41000 
Seattle, WA 98109 
(206) 284-1300 

Target Chemical Company 
17710 Studebaker Rd. 
Box 1117 
Cerritos, CA 90701 
(213) 773-8912 

Van Waters and Rogers 
2600 Campus Drive 
Suite 200 
San Mateo, CA 94403 
(415) 573-8000 
Agricultural Products 
Company, Inc. 
Drawer A 
Mesquite, NM 88048 
(505)233-3171. 

Estes Chemical Company 
P.O. Box 1390 
Wichita Falls, TX 76307 
(817) 766-0163 

Tex-Ag Company 
P.O. Box 633 
Mission, TX 78572 
(512) 585-4567 

Snake River Chemicals, Inc. 
311 Evans 
Caldwell, ID 83606 
(208) 454-0475 

Balcom Chemicals, Inc. 
P.O. Box E 
Greeley. CO 80632 

Westchem Agricultural 
Chemicals, Inc. 
P.O. Box 31772 
Billings, MT 59107 

Ostland Chemical Company 
PO. Box 446 
Fargo, ND 58107 
(701) 282-7300 

And roc Products 
1418 Fifth Street 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(612) 938-4777 

Brayton Chemicals 
215 N. Summer Street 
P.O. Box 437 
W. Burlington, IA 52655 
(319) 752-6324 

Brayton Chemical 
1952 W. Market Street 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
(219) 773-7781 

UAP Specialty Products 
1701 23rd Ave. 
Suite C 
P.O. Box 1286 
Greeley, CO 80632 

Agway Inc. 
P.O. Box 4993 
Syracuse, NY 13221-4933 

Helena Chemical 
5100 Poplar Ave. 
Suite 3200 
Memphis, TN 38137 

Helena Chemical 
2405 North 71st Street 
Tampa, FL 33619 
(813) 626-5121 

Southern Mill Creek 
Products Ca, Inc. 
5414 N. 56th Street 
P.O. Box 1096 
Tampa, FL 33610 

Asgrow Florida Co. 
P.O. Drawer D 
Highway 39N 
Plant City, FL 33566 
(813) 752-1177 

AGENT'S 
TERRITORY SERVED 

Hawaii 

Idaho, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington 

Arizona, California, 
Nevada 

Oklahoma, Texas 
(except El Paso Co.) 

New Mexico; El Paso 
County, TX 

Oklahoma, Texas 
(except El Paso Co.) 

Texas (except El Paso Ca) 

Idaho, Oregon, Utah 
Washington 

Colorado, Wyoming 

Montana, North Dakota 

North Dakota 

Minnesota, Wisconsin 
Pennisula of Michigan 

Illinois, Iowa, Missouri 

Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio 

Kansas, Nebraska, 
South Dakota 

Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, 
West Virginia 

Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, N. Carolina 
S. Carolina, Tennessee, 
Virginia 

Aquatic herbicide 
Dealers in Florida 

Cities, Counties 
Electric Utilities 
Greens Markets 
in Florida 

Water Management 
Distrias, Federally 
and State Owned 
and Operated 
Agencies 

Park super Hans Bross. 


