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Hot Tips For This Summer—July 2011 

By Bud White and Ty McClellan, agronomists, Mid-Continent Region 
 

July 29, 2011 

Issue:  

Rising soil temperatures and rapid root loss of bentgrass and Poa annua. 

Solution:   

Routinely performing minimally disruptive 
aeration every three weeks throughout the 
summer is effective in safeguarding turf health 
and minimizing root loss during periods of heat 
stress.  Using small diameter solid tines of 5/16" 
diameter or less (i.e. needle tines), slicing or water 
injection create open channels that increase 
oxygen content in the root zone while also slightly 
reducing soil temperatures (since dry soils have a 
lower heating potential than wet soils). 

Links:  

Burning The Candle At Both Ends  

  

Issue:  

The on-going drought will affect golf course roughs and trees both in the short- 
and long- term. 

Solution:  

Water bags should be used to for key trees. Even with all of the first aid efforts, a 
tree could be die up to five years after a drought. Set sprinklers in key areas.  Keep 
golf carts on paths or in the fairways to minimize damage. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=79f4umdab&et=1106816552238&s=4581&e=001ziRttBkg2guahvim2s_Dj0cGOfgtHKpB0XzipskFEoYJlbyNzoVCfNZCW5Kaa4u1QYl-9ZhGHOIqkyJ5XMUUCXU2Py6HYeVIuQuMi5HTzUSK84N82il9SsvuK1V-hnI9-IdzR8aspdI0_X5tHdsUig==


©2015 by United States Golf Association. All rights 
reserved. Please see Policies for the Reuse of USGA 

Green Section Publications. 

 

 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 

©2015 by United States Golf Association. All rights 
reserved. Please see Policies for the Reuse of USGA 

Green Section Publications. 

Central Region Agronomists: 
Bob Vavrek, regional director – bvavrek@usga.org 

John Daniels,  agronomist – jdaniels@usga.org 

 

Information on the USGA’s Course Consulting Service  

Contact the Green Section Staff 
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