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Isn’t Hand Watering Just Wasting Water? 

August 2014 
hy do I see people hand watering the golf course when they have an automatic irrigation 
system? Isn’t that just wasting water? 

 
Automatic irrigation systems are 
designed to apply water quickly and 
efficiently over a large area, with each 
sprinkler typically covering an area 
ranging from 120-feet to 180-feet in 
diameter. Dry spots in the turf often 
develop that are much smaller than the 
coverage of the sprinkler, so from a 
conservation standpoint, it makes much 
more sense to hand water the small 
areas that are dry and keep water off the 
areas that are already sufficiently moist. 
 
Some golfers may wonder why irrigation cannot be applied at night when nobody is on the 
course. In fact, nearly all golf courses are irrigated at night and the hand watering done during 
the day is just a supplement to the heavier irrigation applied at night. 
 
During hot weather, golfers may sometimes see an employee applying a light mist of water by 
hand to the putting greens, a practice known as syringing. The light mist of water temporarily 
cools the surface of the green much like sweat evaporating from a golfer’s skin. 
 
Useful Resources: 
Watering For Healthy Turf 
Riego Para Un Cesped Saludable 
Handwatering Video 
The USGA Water Resource  
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http://www.usga.org/course_care/green_section_record/Policies-For-Use-and-Reuse/
http://www.usga.org/course_care/green_section_record/Policies-For-Use-and-Reuse/
http://youtu.be/qlTJxya5tVk?list=PLnU5qUEfww3cOAU8iTQTUpF5S4UqhXJka
http://youtu.be/3uUL6KZhzUg?list=PLnU5qUEfww3cOAU8iTQTUpF5S4UqhXJka
http://webcast.usga.org/usga/handwatering.wmv
http://www.usga.org/course-care/water-resource-center.html

