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What is the best tool for repairing ball marks?

Ball marks vary in shape and severity so there is no one best tool. In fact, virtually any pointed
tool will work as long as the proper method of repair is performed. This has even been the
focus of several research projects in
recent years where multiple repair
tools were evaluated. Each study
concluded that no particular repair
tool was significantly better than any
other when used correctly.

With the understanding that it is the
method, not the tool that is most
critical to restoring a smooth surface
and allowing turf to heal quickly,
let’s address the keys to success for
this important area of golfer etiquette. Begin by inserting the repair tool into the soil behind
the rear of the ball mark at about a 45-degree angle. Gently pull the top of the tool toward the
center. Continue working around the ball mark, gently stretching the surrounding turf toward
the center until the indentation is filled in. Less is generally more when it comes to ball mark
repair, so this should be done just three or four times; anything more generally adds injury to
the already damaged turf. Use your putter or foot to tamp down the repaired area to make it
smooth and level with the rest of the green. Avoid prying actions that tear live roots and bring
soil to the putting surface. Doing so causes significant damage and greatly slows recovery.

Related Content:
How To Repair Ball Marks Video (English)
How To Repair Ball Marks Video (Spanish)
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http://www.usga.org/course_care/green_section_record/Policies-For-Use-and-Reuse/
http://www.usga.org/course_care/green_section_record/Policies-For-Use-and-Reuse/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myOTf1wuZoA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JB_xx3NrmV4&list=PLnU5qUEfww3cOAU8iTQTUpF5S4UqhXJka&index=62
http://gsr.lib.msu.edu/2000s/2007/070936.pdf
http://www2.gcsaa.org/GCM/2008/sept/pdfs/effectsballmark.pdf
http://a-c-s.confex.com/crops/2006am/techprogram/P25281.HTM

