


In December 2007, SFMANJ mailed invoices for 2008
membership dues to all current members. If you did
not receive an invoice, please contact us at 908-730-
7770 or download the membership form available at
www.sfmanj.org. Mail membership dues direct to SF-
MANJ, PO Box 370, Annandale. NJ 08801.
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ATHLETIC FIELI)
CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS
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JC Landscape Gonstruction is a futt service Athtetic Facitity Contractor,
registered with the state of NJ, NJDPMC and the NJSCC

for Board of Education proiects and are fulty insured and bonded.

Construction / Renovations
o Athtetic Fields
e Tracks €l Courts
o Fietd Events
o Ptaygrounds
. Site Amenities
o Drainage
r L]ndergroundUtilities
o Laser Grading

Fietd Management
a
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Field Repairs
Stit Seeding
Aeration
Infield
Maintenance
Consultations

Contact us today for an evaluation of lrour facility

Tel: 973-628-1533 Fax: 973-628-1883
References Available Upon Request



I have just returned to the cold northeast from sunny and mild
Phoeni-r, Arizona (I personally like the cold as a nice break from the hot
humid weather in the summer). I was attending the Sports Tirrf Man-
agers Association (STMA) Annual Conference andTrade Show. This an-
nual conference is the highlight of the Association's year and recognizes
its accomplishments as well as the accomplishments of its membership
in the previous year The annual business meeting is held over a lunch
and introduces us (the membership) to the Association's new Officers
and the new business that STMA is looking to handle in the upcoming
year. They provide a financial repofi on the organization so we can stay
abreast of how our membership dues are being spent and how rve are
aided by being members.

During the STMA conference, there are a multitude of speakers
and educational sessions you may attend. The topics range from how
to prepare a budget, to managing turf with multiple events, to weed
control, to synthetic turf. There are also two days of.atrade show that
allows the equipment side of the industry to show-off their latest trac-
tors, mowers, seeders, aerators, irrigation, and other supplies. On Fri-
day night, the annual awards banquet lets us see the work of some of
the best sports turf managers in the previous year. STMA hands-out
awards for the best fields in the high school, college, and professional

levels. They also honor some of the best sports turf managers in the in-
dustry with awards named in honor of legendarv sports turf managers.

I work at Kingsway High School in Southern New Jerse.v. It is a
GradeT through 12 school with about 55 acres of sports fields and 15
acres of common areas around the schools. I have worked in a school
setting for the past 7 years and find it verv rewarding to do a good job
and see that vour effofis are noticed. In the school setting everything,vou
perform outside is noticed. Ifthe grass dies, the school administrators
and coaches come t0 see wh,v. If the grass is green, growing well, and
the fields are kept-up, the coaches alwa.vs seem to enjoy the games a lit-
tle more. The administrators take notice of how the school grounds
look and take pride in knowing their school looks good to the tax-pav-
ing public. I am even told by non-coaching teachers that the school
grounds look nice; that makes me proud of the work that mv staff and
myself do.

The conference is always educationallv rewarding as there are
many sessions that are available. This year I focused on attending a
few sessions that could provide me with knowledge in areas where I

(continued on page 1 1)
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Dr. Henry W. Indyk

Graduate Fellowship

in Turfgrass Science

As many of you know, the turfgrass industry lost a dear friend and
colleague in September 2OO5. We will all miss Henry very much
and would like to insure that his legacy lives on, The Indyk family
would like to establish a memorial fellowship to support graduate
students interested in applied turfgrass science. This fellowship is
being created to help assure that tomorrow's graduale siudents
have the financial resources to get an advanced degree in turfgrass
science at Rutgers University. To fund a full graduate assistantship
each year in Henry's name, we will need lo raise a total of
$4O0,OOO. Your generous support at this time will bring us closer to
reaching this goal.

To make a tax-deductible contribution today, please send a
check payable to the Rutgers University Foundation, 7 College
Avenue. New Brunswick, NJ 08901 . Be sure to andicate "lndyk
Fellowship, Turfgrass" in the memo portion of your check. lf you
desire, you may provide a donation in the form of a pledge payable
over several years.

For anformation on other ways to support this fellowship, please
contact Dr. Bruce B. Clarke, Director * Rutgers Center for Turfgrass
Science (732-932-9400, ext. 331 ; or i:lcrkr&aes.p.fllt{]tl f..i *cll) or
John Pearson, Dirsctor of Leadership Gifts at the Foundation, by
calling (732) 932-7899 or email: t*i.lr*{rr!{1*,if r;:fri$.rutll!ils_._!ril!
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PROFESSIONAL TURF PRODUCTS

Specializing in Quality
Grass Seed to Meet All Your
Turf Performance Standards

Call For a Catalog

800-g2g-5956
Carry a full line of quality mixtures

especially formulated for:
SPORTS & ATHLETIC FTETDS

LOW MAINTENANCE AREAS
GENERAL GROUNDS

GOLF, LAWN & RECLAMATION
Technical Agronomic Support and

Custom Blending Available

Terre
has a fu l l  } ine erf

Sp*rts Turf  Frsducts
Inf ie ld Clay Mixes

The Terre Co. of  N.J. .  lnc.
206 Delawanna Avenue
Cl i f ton,  NJ 07014

Turface Soi l  Condi t ioners
Grass Seed
trert i l izers
Pest ic ides
-fop Dressing
Rubber Mulch
Turf  Blankets
Marking Paints
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Qunsuox FRoM A coNTRAcr runrfi,eNoscApE MANAGER:

A municipality has put out a request for proposal (RFP) to have
the municipally owned properties (parks and recreational turf
fields) managed 'organically'. There is a bid meeting scheduled
for interested bidders. What information would be heloful to know
regarding the feasibility and kind of questions to ask the munic-
ipality at the bid meeting?

AwswnR:

First and foremost, you need to ask the municipal officials
whether the intention of the RFP is integrated crop/pest manage-
ment (lCM or IPM) that minimizes the use of pesticides or a true
'organic' managiement philosophy that eliminates use of all syn-
thetic pesticides and fertil izers. Some incorrectly believe that
IPM and'organic' management are the same. Certainly the envi-
ronmental goal of reducing or eliminating pesticides is com-
mendable; however, it is important to notify everyone involved
that the elimination of all synthetic pesticides has consequences
that will be considered undesirable by some.

Applying a true organic philosophy to sports field management
will NOT be prudent IF the municipality also expects turf/playing
conditions to be identical to or better than can be achieved with
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers. At this point in time, there
simply are NOT enough viable organic pesticides/alternatives
available to manage all of the potential pest issues on sports turf
fields (which also have to persist under the wear-n-tear of exten-
sive play/sports). Therefore, severe pest and mechanical (traffic)
damage on organically managed sports turf will be a matter of
WHEN not IF, Considerable hard work and creativity by the
grounds staffand an understanding by all users (players, coaches
and parents) is essential before an organic approach on sports turf
will be viewed as successful within the municipality.

Weeds will probably be the first major issue faced in a true organic
management program. Currently, the efficacy and very limited
number of organic herbicides available make it virtually impossi-
ble to keep out invasive annual and perennial weeds on sports turf
(researchers continue looking for more effective organic alterna-
tives but this is a slow process). Annual weeds are particularly
problematic as these weeds die each year (hence the name annual)
and expose bare soil to the erosive forces of wind and water and
the compactive forces of athletic and maintenance equipment
traffic, which further degrades soil conditions and the ability to
grow healthy turf.

The municipality must recognize that routine renovation (prob-
ably one or more per year) will be required for any chance of mod-
erate success of sports turf under 'or$anic' management.
Renovation that involves extensive overseeding (or sodding) in
combination with the best implementation of aeration, fertiliza-
tion, irrigation and mowing practices will be critical for organi-
cally managed sports turfs. Moreover, the exact timing and
resources needed for renovation work are very difficult to predict
since the severity of pest and environmental stress damage varies
in both time and space across a facility (property). Thus, the mu-
nicipality must be prepared to provide or pay for these services in

a timely and on an "as needed" basis. Also it is important that the
municipality realize that there is no Suarantee that an orgianic
management philosophy will be viewed as successful by all users
of the fields.

The organic philosophy for managing crops and livestock has
grown in popularity and subsequently become big business in the
United States. Interested persons are now seeking to transfer this
organic philosophy into areas such as sports turf management.
Unfortunately, one major deterrent to developing effective organic
practices on sports turf is that there isn't a good analog in nature
to use as model. Organic crop and livestock management systems
are often based on an evaluation of how these organisms grow
and survive in a diverse and naturalized ecosystem to design bet-
ter management strategies. Finding an appropriate natural ana-
log for sports turfs is very difficult. Sports turfs typically are
grown on poorly constructed and highly degraded soils and are
often expect to grow under intense traffic (trampling) throughout
the year; conditions that are not mimicked in nature. Moreover,
there are very few girass species that can be effectively used for
sports turfs. More research is needed in the area of 'organic' turf
management before sound recommendations can be provided
that satisfu all citizens, administrators and users of these fields.

Dr. James Murphg is Extension Specialist in Turfgrass Manage-
ment, Rutgers Uniuersitg; and SFMANJ Aduisor

In preparation for the Breeders' Cup event, the turf course
was reconstructed in 2005-06 utilizing the expertise ofa Rutgers-
assembled team consisting of a thoroughbred turf track specialist,
irrigation specialists, civil engineers, and agronomists.

In April 2006, attendees at Spring Field Day observed the final
rolls of sod installed at Monmouth Park in preparation for the
2006 racing season and ultimately the Breeders' Cup. Spring
Field Day 2008 will give attendees the opportunity to see the high
quality condition of the turf course two years after reconstruction
and learn how the track is being prepared for the upcoming 2008
racing season.

Watch for an upcominS SFMANJ mailing to register for
this event.

Brad Park is Sports Turf Res. and
Ed. Coor., Rutgers Uniu.;

SFMAIVJ Boord member: and Editor.
SFMANJ Undate



US ATHLETIC FIELDS, INC.
Sports Field Maintenance, Renovation & Construction

John McKnight and Bil l Siegel
PO Box 38 - Skil lman, NJ 08558
609 -466 -2846 Fax: 609-466- 1 808

john@usathleticfields.com

STORR TRACTOR COMPANY
Turf, Irrigation and Ballfield Equipment

Sales- Fred Castenschiold, Kevin Hoban, Steve Bradley
3191 Highway 22 Somer"'rille, NJ 08876

908-722-9830 F u: 908 -7 22 -9847

TOTAL CONTROL, INC.
Athletic Field Consulting & Management

Jim Hermann, CSFM
PO Box 422 -Lebanon NJ 08833

(908) 236_9118
totalcontrolj im@earthlink.net

WILFRED MAC DONALD, INC
Turf Equipment/lrri gation

Sales-Bernie White, Mike Clifford, Steve Kopach
19 Central Blvd., S. Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-831-0891 ex 114 Fa.r: 201-93i-1730

sales@wilfredmacdonald.com

PARTAC/BEAI{ CIAY
Your "One-Stop Source" For

Baseball and Sports Turf Surfaces & Suppliesl
(800) 247-BEAM, (908) 637-4191

Fa,t (908) 637 -8421,sales@partac.com
Website : www.beamclay.com

FISHER AND SON CO., INC.
Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional
Agronomic Services, Fertilizers, Seed, and Control Products

Jeff Borajkiewicz (609) 532-4837 r Bruce Cadenelli (732) 245-2599
Brian Robinson (484) 886-0021

COVERMASTER, INC.
Baseball and football field covers and accessones

Natural turfconcert covers & EVERGREENTM turfblankets
800-387-5808 . Fax 416-7 42-6837

covermaster.com . info@covermaster.com

F.M. BROWN'S & SONS,INC.
Custom Athletic Field Seed Mixtures and Turfgrass Supplies

800-345-3344 Far908-806-8447
Marie Pompei 610-78I-4256

www.fmbrown.com

PUT YOUR AD HERE:
To become a Proud Sponsor Call 908-730-7770

$150 for one vear

Only Rain Bird rotors feature Rain Curtain'"
Nozzle Technology that delivers uniform
water distribution across the entire radius
range for green grass results. Gentle, effective
close-in watering around the rotor eliminates
dry spots without seed washout, and larger
water droplets assure consistent coverage,
even in the windiest conditions.
Install Confidence. Install Rain Bird.

Rnt&Rno.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

BILL WISE
Contractor Account Manager

(510) 770-588s



Sports Field Management Workshop

Apri l  16,2008

NewJersey Agricultural Experiment Station/

Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Weequahic Park, Newark, NJ

973-228-2210
email : zientek@nj aes.rutgers. edu

SFMANJ 2008 Spring Field Day
May 7,2008

Shore Regional High School -
Monmouth Park Racetrack

908-730-7770' w.w.w.sfmanj.org

2008 Rutgers Golf and Fine Turf Research Field Day

July 29, 2008
NewJersey Turfgrass Association and Rutgers University

Hort. Farm II, North Brunswick, NJ

#:1,:tilJJ:,-

2008 Rutgers Lawn, Landscape, and Sports TurfRe-
search Field Day

SFMANJ-sponsored trade show and
equipment demos included

July 30, 2008
NewJersey Turfgrass Association and Rutgers University

Adelphia Research Farm, Adelphia, NJ
(973) 812 6467 . wrvwnjturfgrass.org

NewJersey Green Expo 2008
December 9-11, 2008

New Jersey Tirrfgrass Association
Tiump Taj Mahal Casino-Resort, Atlantic City, NJ

(973) 812-6467 . www.njturfgrass.org

STMA Annual Conference 2009

January 13-17,2009
Sports Turf Managers Association

SanJose, CA
1-800-323-3875 . www.stma.ors
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Deep Tine - Solid and Coring
Dri l l  & Fi l l
BLEC Ground Breaker Linear
Tiaditional Shallow Coring
Sandmaster Drainage

. Top Dressing

. Seeding

. Verti-Cutting

. Total Regrassing

Equipment
Wiedenmann Aerifiers . Dakota Top Dressers . ArtificialTurf Groomers . BLEC


