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We know you work hard.
Let us work harder.

Lean on us for some of your business demands - we know we can work harder for you. This is 
why we’ve implemented the Partners Program and Business Solutions, and the  
Px3 Maintenance Package.

Px3 helps you with the planning process by providing customized bids for each project. We 
can accurately estimate the square footage of any property.

Customers who join our Partners Program earn points on every John Deere Landscapes 
purchase and redeem those points at an online store, for various industry events, or for cash 
on account. Program members are also eligible for our Business Solutions, which can help 
reduce your day-to-day business expenses.

Please contact your local branch to learn more about these opportunities. We are eager to 
help you with as many of your business challenges as possible!

For years I had been providing trashcans 
around my sports fields with the 
expectation that the players and spectators 
would use them. I would end up with full 
or half empty trashcans that needed to be 
emptied. There was always litter and trash 
in the vicinity of the cans and elsewhere 
that needed to be picked up. We put out 
more trashcans and even signs politely 
asking people to use the cans. Still more 
trash and litter.

Across the road from our School there 
is a State Park. I rarely notice a trash 
problem there. It is a “Carry in-Carry out” 
park, which means they do not provide 
trashcans. They have signs to the effect and 
even provide bags if you need them. And 
the program seems to be effective. Hmm, 
I thought.

This past spring, I tried an “experiment”. I 
didn’t put out trashcans. I said nothing to 
the coaches. Baseball and Lacrosse teams 
played games and practiced daily. No trash 
problem, very little litter. Summer camps 
used the field’s last summer, same results 
no trash, almost no litter. I told the Athletic 
Director. He seemed skeptical. This fall - 
football and soccer. Big programs, many 
kids. Lots of paper cups. We provided 
the Athletic Trainers with plastic bags 
to accompany the big orange water 
containers. We convinced the teams that it 
was their responsibility to pick-up and haul 
away the trash bags when they return the 
orange jugs to the equipment room after 
practice. While the football teams throw 
the cups at the bag trying to toss them 
in and the soccer players still throw the 

cups on the ground during practice, they 
do pick up their litter before they leave and 
do a pretty good job most of the time. The 
Athletic Director was impressed.

We still find some litter in the spectator 
areas after events. Nothing is perfect I 
guess! But our campus is staying cleaner, 
and we spend fewer man-hours picking 
litter, hauling trash and washing trashcans. 
Best of all, nobody has said anything about 
our “experiment”.

Don Savard is a  
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SFMANJ Board of Directors.   

Business is

Picking-Up . . .
By Don Savard, CSFM, CGM

Editor’s Note: This article first appeared in the November/December 2005 issue of SFMANJ Update




