
As the popularity of both competit ive and recre-
at ional  sports cont inues to grow in our region, so does
the demand for tur f  p laying surfaces that are safe and
aesthet ical ly pleasing As turf  managers,  we are con-
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f ields The result ing soil  compaction can be devastat-
ing with even the most thorough and well- planned turf
maintenance programs. Finding the t ime and re '
sources to maintain our f lelds between practices and
game t imes for every sport  that  our faci l i t ies cater to is
often a diff icult task. As synthetrc turf i ields are rapidly
becoming a considerable part of the turf industry, they
can be viewed as a great tool for maintaining the playa-
bi l i ty and beauty of our natural turf f ields
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School Distr ict ,  in cooperat ion wi th the Pisca[away
Recreat ion Department instal led a synthet ic f ie ld in-
place of a natural turf f ield in a heavily traff icked high

school football  stadium. As in most cases where a nat-
ural  tur [  t ie ld is replaced by a synthet ic one, there has
been and wil l  continue to be healthy debate relating
to the safety,  cost-ef fect iveness, environmental  impact
maintenance and instal lat ion issues of  th is synthet ic
f ield. As turf managers, we are al l  aware of such de-
bates and may or may not have formulated our own
opinions for or against these relatively new fields. This
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nents of both natural and synthetic turf.
Since the instal lat ion of  synthet ic tur f  in the Pis-

cataway High School football  stadium, there has been
a nol iceable di f ference in lhe appearance and playa-
bi l i ty  of  the natural  tur f  f ie lds that  make up
the maior i tv of  the snorts f ie ld srrr faces in the school
distr ict .  Over the past few years,  the natural  tur f  has

(continued on poge 17)
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Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it cames
to athletic field eqiupment. We offer a wide variety
of equipment from striping reel and rotary mawers
to athletic field eonditioners, line stripers, grroomers,
top dressers, aerifiers and more! Qur comprehensive
line of Jacobsen, Smithco, Turtco, National and
Vertidrain gives you the largest variety of turf
equipment to ehoose from! Check out our new
Rental Division for equipment rentals! Contact your
sales representative today for a demonstration or
rental!
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Wilfred MacDonald, inc
19 Central Boulevard
South Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-8U -A891
www, wi lf red m acd o n a ld. ea m

Sales Representatives:
Bernie White
Mike Clifford
Tim Kerwin
Sfeve Kapach-Rentals
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gradually improved in terms of blade density and soil
permeabil i ty. The turf has come back thicker and
stronger each year as Lhere has been signi f icant ly less
traff ic on these f ields. As athletic admrnistration has
heen rrrsed lo l imi l  lhe rrse of  pame f ie lds for  team
pract ices and gym class use, the obviously more
durable synthetic turf in the football  stadium has been
able to absorb a great deal of this traff ic that used to
damage the natural game fields. For example, on an
average day, there used to be as many as s ix gym
classes of well  over twenty students playing on the nat-
ural turf varsity soccer f ield As the f ield was constantly
being used al lday long i ts playabi l i ty  was greaLly un-
dermined by mid-season despite the aeration and top-
dressins ef for ts of  the srounds crew to al leviate as' " -  D'

much soi l  compact ion as possible Fortunately as ef-
forts to divert such traff ic clearly had posit ive results,
the Piscataway Soccer Club, also shar ing the same nat-
ural turf f ields, recently began using the synthetic f ield
for the majority of i ts winter season games as well.

As a groundskeeper i t  is  a lways more chal lenging
and rewarding to maintain an aesthet ical ly pleasing
natural turf f ield that meets communitv demands for

playing consistency. As we al l  know, the communit ies
we serve sometimes overlook the efforts of those man-
aging and marnLaining their  athlet ic f ie lds However,  I
hear about more and more compl iments every season
in repards lo the imnrovemenls of  our nalural  lur f
f ields in Piscataway. In combination with the efforts of
an experienced and well-trained grounds crew utrl izing
the svnthet ic t r r r f  aS a resoulce for heaw snorts f ie ld
traff icking has produced very posit ive results.

As turf managers rn many different aff ihations, we
wi l l  a lways have di f ferent opinions and arguments in
the debate of synthetic vs natural turf f ields. However,
I  th ink one thing we wi l l  a l l  be able to agree on is the
benef ic ia l  p layabi l iLy characLer is l ics and the large
amount of traff ic that synthetic f ields can accommo-
date whi le st l l l  maintarnrng their  p leasing appearance.
As the use of sports f ields and the corresponding main-
tenance costs are not l ikely to decrease in the future,
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Matt Olivi is SportsTurt'Manager,
Piscatawaq Board of Education, Piscatawaq, NJ,

and a vnernber of the SFMANI Board of Directors

. Automated dual slope

. Accurate to .t25" {tlB")

. I day service available

. Complete athletic field
construction

. Bonded and insured

. Local references
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COMPANY, INC.

The " Green Industry' S applier

Tom Defino
302-479-8269

t d ef n o @fi s h e r a n d s o ru. co m

Mike Oleykowski
609-410-0709
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Superior Products for the
Turf and Horticultural Professional!

110 SmmitDrive * Exton, Pemsylvaia 19341
610-363-5225 * fu 610-363-0563

www-fsherandson.com
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