YOUR "ONE-STOP SOURCE”
FOR AMERICA’S LEADING
BASEBALL SURFACES & SUPPLIES
W f

THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE
... SINCE 1922
USED BY OVER 100 PRCO TEAMS,
OWVER 700 COLLEGES, PLUS THOUSANDS
OF TOWNS & SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE.
SPECIAL MIXES FOR INFIELDYS,
PITCHER'S MOUNDS & HOMLE PLATE AREAS.
REGIONAL INFIELD MIXES
AND RED WARNING TRACKS
FOR EVERY STATE & CLIMATE!
PLUS INFIELD CONDITIONERS
TO IMPROVE EXISTING INFIELLYS:

IF TOO HARD AND POORLY DRAINING!

Pro’s Choite

THE REDDER, LESS DUSTY, MORE UNIFORM
INFIELD CONDITIONER & DRYING AGENT
“RED” OR "GREY” FOR INFIELDS
"GREEN" FOR TURF
FOR CONSISTENT INFIELD CUSHION
IN WET OR DEY WEATHER!

STABILIZER®

FOR FIRM, YET RESILIENT, PLAYING SURFACES

TO QUICKLY DRY INFIELDS!

The Original & Most Absorbent is Now

- NEW & IMPROVED GRANULAR -

DIAMOND-DRY.

NS

HAT!
We Came 100 Miles
And You STILL Don't Use
DIAMCND
DRY!

OVER 200 OTHER INFIELD PRODUCTS!
MNow in 6 Colors! s
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FENCE © U/:\%
Protective Safety Covers
for Chain Link Fence ] §

WALL PADDING = WINDSCREEN « RAIL PADDING
TAMPERS = DRAG MATS = RAKES

HOLLYWOOD" BASES + FIELD MARKING MACHINEY

BATTING PRACTICE COVERS + RAIN COVERS
PERMA-MOUND™ PADS « MOUND BRICKS
SAFE "T" MATT™ BATTER'S BOX PADS
TYPAR® & TERRA-BOND" GEOTEXTILES
ON-DECK CIRCLES WITH TEAM LOGOS
PERMANENT FOUL LINES & MUCH MORE!

DISTRIBUTION CENTERS NATIONWIDE!
800-247-BEAM

908-637-4191 / rAx 908-637-8421

PARTAC PEAT CORPORATION
KELSEY PARK, GREAT MEADOWS, NJ (07838

"The best infield mix I've ever used.”
— GEORGE TOMA

Feed the Soil or Feed the Turf?

*Don Savard

Is your soil testing laboratory
telling you to feed the soil, or feed the
turf? If you don’t know, you could be
buying products that you don’t really
need. Now before you accuse me of
suggesting that reputable soil testing
laboratories don’t know what they
are talking about, let me explain that
I learned something recently, and that
is there are differences in the approach
or philosophy that soil testing labs
use when making recommendations.
Whether the laboratory is part of a
Land Grant University, a commercial
lab or a Government agency, it will
follow a philosophy that guides
their interpretation of what they will
recommend that you do. Let’s look at
three of the most common philosophical
concepts.

The Sustainable Level of Available
Nutrient (SLAN) concept refers to the
approach of testing the soil for certain
nutrients needed to sustain growth, and
if a nutrient is lacking, you just add the
nutrient. SLAN works pretty well for
specific crops (yes, turfgrass is a crop)
because the recommendations come
from years of research of what worked
best in the field for that crop on different
soils in varying weather conditions.
Most Land Grant University soil testing
labs follow the SLAN concept because
of their agricultural research mission.

Another approach is the Basic
Cation Saturation (BCS) concept
which suggests that the “balance™ of
exchangeable Calcium, Magnesium,
Potassium, Sodium, and Hydrogen
cations in the soil, within a specific
percentage range, or, in specific ratios
to each other, will promote maximum
crop response. By adding additional
amounts of the aforementioned basic
cations, the balance can be manipulated.
BCS is frequently used by commercial
laboratories that do not have an extensive
database for a specific crop response on
a broad range of soils.

The third approach is the
Maintenance Fertility (MF) concept
of replacing the nutrients that have
been removed or lost. MF might be
helpful in instances when grass clipping
are always collected, or nutrients are
leached out of the soil. Sometimes the

MF concept is combined with the other
two.

As you can see, these different
philosophies are based on different
assumptions about what the turf needs.
The confusion can begin when you
reccive conflicting soil test reports
for the same field from different soil
testing laboratories (assuming, of
course, that both labs received identical
samples). Soil testing labs use different
test extractants and methodology on
different soils in different parts of
the country because the extractants
and methodologies are most effective
within certain pH ranges and soil types.
Another reason is that laboratories
compare test results to research data
from years of field trials of the crop in
different soil conditions to help make
recommendations. So, a laboratory
in another part of the country (or
the world) could make a different
recommendation to you than a local
laboratory based on their own research
data. Commercial testing laboratories
and Land Grant University laboratories
often differ based on their research data
base, or soil testing philosophy.

Which approach is best? Research
done by the University of Kentucky
beginning in 1977 on corn, and later
on corn, soybeans and wheat indicated
that crop yields were excellent for
all philosophy concepts (including
combinations of two) tested when the
weather conditions were favorable,
however, therc were large differences
in the amounts and kinds of fertilizers.
This resulted in large differences in the
costs, with high fertilizer costs giving
no advantage in higher yields. Soil tests
taken a few years later following the
use of the various recommendations
indicated that surplus fertilizer was
being stored in the soil. Fertilizer rates
based on SLAN cost the least and
produced equivalent yields compared to
the more costly recommendations based
on the other philosophy concepts tested
(Murdock, 1997).

Fertilizer supply companies
frequently recommend soil testing
laboratories whose testing philosophy
and recommendations help to sell their
products. There is nothing wrong with
that, but beware of claims that certain
soil amendments and nutrients will
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perform miracles. Often these claims
are anecdotal. Ask to see who did the
research, when and where. The growth
of any plant is limited most by the
essential plant nutrient present in the
least relative amount (Liebig’s “Law of
the Minimum?™).

Should you “fertilize the turf” or
fertilize the soil”? In today’s economic
and environmental climate, turf
managers need to verify the philosophy
behind the fertilizer recommendations
given by the testing laboratories, and
then develop an economically feasible
and defendable fertility management
program.

*Don Savard is the Athletic
Facilities & Grounds Manager for
Salesianum School, Wilmington,
DE and Vice President of SFMANJ.
donsavard@msn.com
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only mandatory measurements. All other
measurements are “recommended”
distances

9. Be graded so as not to allow
standing water to accumulate either on
the infield or in adjacent turf areas be it
fair or foul territory

a. Sand slit drainage should be
utilized in turf areas adjacent to skinned
areas to eliminate the potential for
standing water where existing slope is
ineffective

10. Include dugout areas as a criteria
for evaluating safety and playability

11. Include backstops and fencing
as a criteria for evaluating safety and
playability

12. Employ aproactive management
plan designed to maintain safety and
playability e

Field Tip

Certification Practice Test
Questions To Go On Line

Do you know the answer to the fol-
lowing question?

Perennial rvegrass plants do not
produce:

a) roots

b) stillers

c) stolons

d) shoots

By the end of December, you will be
able to “practice” taking the certification
exam to help you prepare for the actual exam.
Look for the announcement on the home page
to access the questions and the answer key.
To be eligible to take the test, you must
have at a minimum, a high school diploma
or equivalent, and achieve a minimum of
40 points earned through a combination of
education and experience. To receive a full
packet outlining the application process,
contact [craigiwsportsturfimanager.com or
call 800-323-3875. (The answer is C =
stolons) «
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Wilfred MacDonald is your team when it comes

We offer a wide variety
of equipment from striping reel and rotary mowers
to athletic field conditioners, line stripers, groomers,
top dressers, aerifiers and more! Our comprehensive
line of Jacobsen, Smithco, Turfco, National and
Vertidrain gives you the largest variety of turf
Contact your sales
representative today for a demonstration!

to athletic field eqiupment.

equipment to choose from!

Wilfred MacDonald, inc

19 Central Boulevard

South Hackensack, NJ 07606
888-831-0891

www. wilfredmacdonald.com
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Sales Representatives:
Bernie White

Mike Clifford

Tim Kerwin

Mike Pelrine
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