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Golden Age Innovations By SEAN TULLY 

As I cont inue to dig in to the old gol f magazines l ike the U S G A Green 
Sec t ion , Gol fdom, and the earl ier versions o f G C M I have been pleas-
antly surprised by some o f the ideas and issues o f the day. Litt le has 
changed and some o f our n e w ideas are only being recirculated! 

Take for ins tance the underground hose reel that came out from 
Rainbird some years ago. This is an idea that first appeared back in 
1928 by the Philadelphia Toro Company! ! This photo is f rom the No-
vember 1928 issue o f Gol fdom. 

In some cases, l ike w i t h any invent ion , it takes t i m e for t echnology 
to ca tch up w i t h the idea. Frostbite® is jus t one example o f technol -
ogy c a t c h i n g up to a pret ty novel idea. In the question and answer 
segment o f a USGA Green Sect ion record for 1923 they are asked, 
" h a s anyone tr ied to br ing about an art i f ic ia l result s imi lar to f rost 
w i t h a v iew to k i l l i n g crab grass?" There was m e n t i o n o f some ex-
per iments w i t h an ice and salt m i x t u r e and some early refr igerat ion 
devices that were unable to get cold enough temperatures to damage 
the crabgrass. Ar t ie Inc. , a company out o f North Carol ina has finally 
brought the idea o f using " re f r igera t ion" as a possible tool in control -
l ing crab grass. 1 h e device uses compressed carbon dioxide to m i m i c 
the effects frost has on crabgrass and o t h e r weeds that are susceptible 
to cold w e a t h e r in jury . 

In an effort to measure t u r f sponginess Char les H. Allen developed 
a device that used a 150 pound weight that he dropped on the green 
to measure the degree o f sponginess . Al len was t r y i n g to d e t e r m i n e 
the benefits o f different applications o f l i m e and compost in reducing 
the sponginess on velvet bent greens. This photo is from Golfdom's 
J a n u a r y 1 9 4 7 issue. 

The USGA using a s imi lar idea developed the T r u F i r m to measure 
firmness o f the green that helps to prepare greens for t o u r n a m e n t 
golf and can also be used measure the firmness o f greens in w e t t i n g 
agent studies current ly being done by J i m Baird here in Nor thern 
Cal i fornia . 
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