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By BARBARA MIKEL NorCalendar 

Thanks in part to a grant from GCSAA and GCSANC matching 

funds, three public service announcements were released in May. 

The video was filmed under the direction of Rodney Muller, Past 

President with Emmy Moore Minister interfacing with Sharp 

Park and the San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department. 

They are posted on the GCSANC website (www.gcsanc.com) and 

on Faceboolc (www.facebook.com/GCSANC) as well. These will be 

provided to the SF Rec & Parks with an audio only format to dis-

tribute to the San Francisco & San Mateo golfing and recreation 

community. Take a look! 

Go Green! 
http://youtu.be/7UmLfl72Jes 

Golf and the Environment Go Hand and Hand 
http://youtu.be/y5CIHnRalcas 

Passion for the Game 
http://youtu.be/2_HuneB_7qA 

Emmy Moore Minister 
For the last 12 plus years the members of GCSANC had the good 

fortune to have Emmy Moore Minister working to enhance the 

profile of superintendents in the greater golf industry. Emmy's 

participation began in 2 0 0 1 and continued evolving; serving in 

various capacities and lending talent and support to the associa-

tion and its members. 

Emmy has recently decided to move in her own direction. We 

support our friend in her decision and wish her luck and success. 

She will, 1 know, in her expanding and exciting future course, 

provide those talents to whomever and where ever the road will 

lead. Thanks Emmy! 

^ ^ ^ ^ RON HARVEY 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ P1TVIP SERVICES MANAUfcK 

^ m i l J i l z j y i s t a n e 

125 MASON CIRCLE DIRECT: 209.345.8359 

CONCORD, CA 94520 F A X : 925.755.8099 
rtiarvey@cornerstoneenv.com -MAIN OFFICE: 925.299.9225 

AUGUST 5 
Tri Chapter Meeting 
Spring Creek Country Club 

OCTOBER 21-22 
Assistant Superintendent Boot 
Camp, Survive and Thrive 
Monterey 

DECEMBER 6 
Holiday Party 
Del Monte Golf Course and 
Monterey Hyatt Regency Hotel 

More Details? 
Visit www.gcsanc.com/events/ 
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S u m m i t Gold 
Affiliate 
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Bayonet & B lack Horse 
Gol f Course 
Class C Assistant Superintendent 

Michael Magnani 
Cypress Point Club 
Class C Assistant Superintendent 

Thomas Huesgen 
Front ier Gol f 
Class A Superintendent 

Tyler Gillette 
Pacific Coast Seed 
Affiliate 
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President's Message 
By JON CHRISTENSEN 

Take a deep breath . 
I am sure I am not alone wonder ing h o w h a l f o f 

the year has already passed. This is usually the t i m e 
o f year where we all need to sit back, gather our 
thoughts , re-focus, and take a deep breath. Before 
you k n o w it we wi l l be gearing up for aeration! 

The G C S A N C board wi l l also be t a k i n g a deep 
breath as we approach a t i m e o f some SOP and 
By-Law reviews and revis ions . As I have m e n -
t ioned before, we w i l l be t u r n i n g to our m e m b e r s 
for some help. As we t r y to focus on the future in 
these ever c h a n g i n g t i m e s o f our industry, some 
quest ions we ask ourselves as a board may be 
tougher t h a n o thers , but w i t h m e m b e r guidance 
t h o s e vis ions may be clearer. Much o f w h a t w e w i l l 
be asking wi l l come through as a Survey M o n k e y 

in your e -mai l , so w h e n you see these please par-
t ic ipate. O u r survey part ic ipat ion is usual ly pre t ty 
good, but t h i s t i m e around I would chal lenge you 
to m a k e it REALLY G O O D . These are i m p o r t a n t 
t imes as all associat ions face the same issues that 
we do w i t h a t tendance and programs. The board 
w a n t s to do w h a t is r ight for our members . I k n o w 
we all get bombarded w i t h t o o m a n y e - m a i l s these 
days, but the board asks you to not hit the delete 
but ton on those c o m i n g f r o m the G C S A N C as we 
get in to a t i m e o f p lanning for the future. 

So, as we sit back and take a deep breath for the 
second h a l f o f our busy golf seasons, please take a 
deep breath and enjoy each and every day as you 
open those G C S A N C Survey M o n k e y e-mai ls . 

J. Arnaz Tree Movers 

Los A l t o s C.C. 1 0 0 " SPADE TREE B O X I N G 

J. Arnaz Tree Movers 
Email John: treemover@comcast.net 

408-266-1717 

Our experts can transplant or relocate mature trees quickly and efficiently 
using the latest state-of-the-art equipment including: 

• 48", 65", 90"and 100" Hydraulic Tree Spades 
Allowing for the transplanting of any tree without damaging the fragile root system 

• Serving over 60 courses since 1972 • Tree Boxing and Planting 

1593 Koch Lane • San Jose • California • Visit us on the web: www.treemovingexperts.com • State Contractor Lie. # 472305 

mailto:treemover@comcast.net
http://www.treemovingexperts.com


UC Cooperative Extension Turf grass 
Expert Ali Harivandi Retires After 33 Years 

Ali Harivandi vividly remembers the 
day in 1979 that he interviewed to 
become a UC Cooperative Extension 
advisor for Alameda, Contra Costa 
and Santa Clara Counties. Dressing 
for the interview, he pulled on one 
sock while watching the T V news 
and as he reached for his other sock, 
the news anchor announced that the 
U.S. embassy in Iran had been taken 
over. 

" I 'm not going to get the job," Harivandi thought. 
As he retires on June 27 after 33 years o f providing turfgrass 

advice to Northern California golf course superintendents, 
managers o f parks, sports fields and cemeteries and homeown-
ers, Harivandi, who was born in Iran, is grateful to the Uni-
versity of California for having given h i m the opportunity to 
pursue work he enjoys. 

" I f I had wri t ten the job description myself, I couldn't have 
made it more perfectly match my qualifications," he said. 

The UC Cooperative Extension advisor job required expertise 
in turfgrass, soils, salinity, irrigation and recycled water irriga-
tion—the same subjects he had studied, first at Shiraz Univer-
sity in Iran, and then at Colorado State University where he 
earned his master's and doctoral degrees in turfgrass science. 

Over the course of his career, Harivandi expanded his re-
search to include weeds, turf diseases, insect management, ero-
sion control and water quality. He began to promote sustain-
ability before sustainability became a popular topic, and is best 
known for his research and educational efforts in water conser-
vation and the use of recycled water for irrigation. 

When Harivandi came to California, water-loving grass va-
rieties such as Kentucky bluegrass were commonly planted for 
lawns. He introduced tall and fineleaf fescue species that use 
less water as low-maintenance, environmental ly friendly alter-
natives. More than 9 0 percent of Northern California residen-
tial lawns are now planted to tall fescue. No-mow, a type of 
fescue that rarely needs t r imming , is now planted on slopes 
and rough areas o f golf courses, road medians, cemeteries, and 
small areas that are hard to mow. Besides making maintenance 
of these areas much simpler, No-mow reduces labor costs and 
air pollution associated wi th mowing. 

To help people avoid overwatering, he published a map that 
shows evapotranspiration estimates for regions of the Central 
Coast. Homeowners and landscape managers use the map as a 
guide for programming their sprinkler systems. 

Harivandi is recognized nationally and internationally as an 
expert on recycled water use on golf courses and other land-
scape sites. In the Southwest, 35 percent of golf courses are 
irrigated wi th recycled water; nationally, the number is closer 
to 15 percent. 

"I have consulted wi th Ali on recycled water use at three 
of the courses where I have worked, including Shoreline Gol f 

Links, San Jose Municipal Golf Course and Sunnyvale Golf 
Course," said Gary Carls, golf operations supervisor for the 
City of Sunnyvale. 

"1 first met Ali when we were building a new golf course 
in Mountain View, Shoreline Golf Links," said Carls, who has 
worked with Harivandi since 1981. "Ali helped us with several 
issues we were facing, including methane gas concerns, salinity 
issues and recycled water concerns. Over the years, I know he 
has worked wi th hundreds of superintendents facing similar 
issues." 

" W i t h o u t a doubt in my mind, his greatest contribution to 
the golf industry has been helping to create strong educational 
programs for golf course superintendents both nationally and 
locally," Carls said. "Ali was an instructor at the GCSAA's (Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of America) national con-
ference for most of his career." 

In the 1990s , the state Integrated Waste Management Board 
launched a campaign to reduce solid waste disposal in order to 
extend the useful life of landfills. Harivandi's research showed 
that leaving grass clippings on the lawn did no harm—in fact, 
the decomposing grass naturally fertilized the lawn. He began 
to encourage homeowners and landscape maintenance profes-
sionals to practice "grasscycling" instead of bagging up lawn 
clippings to send to landfills. Grasscycling is now standard 
practice. 

On weekends, Harivandi referees soccer games at high school 
and collegiate levels to stay fit and to serve his community. "I 
get to see a lot of sports fields," he added. W h i l e refereeing soc-
cer games, he noticed that the t u r f didn't recover well from the 
damage inflicted by people playing on wet fields, so he began 
to recommend that sports fields be closed following rain. It has 
become a common practice. 

Aside from his wife Sue, Harivandi credits much o f his career 
success to UC Cooperative Extension. " I t probably wouldn't 
have worked as well for me at any other university. The am-
bience, the environment , the culture allow a person to do as 
much as you want to do," he explained. "People help you to get 
things done." 

Harivandi has served as a member of the Golf Course Super-
intendents Association o f America's Technical/Resource Ad-
visory Committee and currently serves on the International 
Sustainability Council and U.S. Golf Association Turfgrass and 
Environmental Research Advisory Committee . UC has granted 
Harivandi emeritus status so he plans to continue his research 
and to accept speaking engagements with interested groups, 
including UC Master Gardeners. He also looks forward to "a 
lot" of traveling with his wife Sue. 

The University of California's Division of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources is the bridge between local issues and the 
power o f UC research. UC ANR's advisors, specialists and facul-
ty bring practical, science-based answers to Californians. Visit 
ucanr.edu to learn more. 



Monte Rio Superintendent 
Renews Professional Certification 
Edwin D. Bale, GCSAA certified golf course superintendent 
at Northwood Gol f Club, Monte Rio, Calif., has completed the 
renewal process for maintaining his status as a Certified Golf 
Course Superintendent (CGCS) wi th the Gol f Course Superinten-
dents Association o f America (GCSAA). 

Bale has been at Northwood Golf Club since 1 9 8 0 . A 27-year 
GCSAA member, he init ial ly achieved his certif ication in 1988. 
Approximately 1 , 6 0 0 golf course superintendents worldwide 
currently hold " C G C S " status. 

According to GCSAA Chief Executive Officer Rhet t Evans, " 2 5 
percent o f GCSAA's Class A members have elected to earn the 
highest level of recognition through the professional designation 
" C G C S " by completion of the GCSAA Certif ication Program. This 
program requires their demonstrat ion o f a higher set of compe-
tencies in golf course management through testing and practical 
application. Employers can be confident they employ a career pro-
fessional who wil l increase their chances of having consistently 
superior course conditions." 

GCSAA was among the first associations to insti tute a profes-
sional certification program, establishing its program in 1971 to 
recognize outstanding and progressive superintendents. In 2 0 0 5 , 
GCSAA completed a restructuring of its certification program in 
order to raise the level of documented professionalism through 

comprehensive continuing education. The restructured program 
was recognized by the National Certif ication Commission as "one 
of the most extensive and comprehensive certification programs 
for any profession." 

To qualify for GCSAA's new competency-based certif ication 
program, a candidate must have at least three years experience 
as a golf course superintendent, be employed in that capacity and 
meet post-secondary educational requirements and/or continuing 
education points. The candidate's knowledge, skills and abilities 
are validated through the development o f a portfolio consist ing 
o f the ir responses to skill s tatements , case-study scenarios and 
submission o f work samples; an on-site inspection o f their golf 
facil i ty; and a rigorous six-hour examinat ion covering: equip-
ment , irrigation systems, materials and technology; golf course 
and grounds; human resources, rules of golf, financial and admin-
istrative systems, regulatory and programmatic systems, crisis 
management , project management and ethics and values. 

Mainta ining certif ied status requires renewal every five years 
a f t e r t h e i n i t i a l date o f c e r t i f i c a t i o n . To f u l f i l l c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
renewal requirements, a candidate must participate in 150 hours 
o f continuing education and professional development. 

GCSAA is a leading golf organization and has as its focus golf 
course management. Since 1926, GCSAA has been the top pro-
fessional association for the men and women who manage golf 
courses in the United States and worldwide. From its headquarters 
in Lawrence, Kan., the association provides education, informa-
tion and representation to nearly 1 8 , 0 0 0 members in more than 
72 countries. GCSAA's mission is to serve its members, advance 
their profession and enhance the en joyment , growth and vital i ty 
o f the game of golf. Find GCSAA on Facebook, follow GCSAA on 
Twitter , and visit GCSAA at www.gcsaa.org. The Environmental 
Inst i tute for Golf is the philanthropic organization of the GCSAA, 
and has as its mission to foster sustainabil i ty through research, 
awareness, education, programs and scholarships for the benefit of 
golf course management professionals, golf facilities and the game. 
Visit www.eifg.org. For more information, contact Bale at (707) 
7 9 9 - 9 3 9 6 or ebale@comcast .net . 

http://www.gcsaa.org
http://www.eifg.org
mailto:ebale@comcast.net


Does your discount fertilizer run 
out of gas before it should? 2012 Davey Tree NorCal Cup 

D u e t o s o m e s e r i o u s s u p e r c o m p u t e r m a t h c r u n c h i n g , t h e 2 0 1 2 D a v e y T r e e 

N o r C a l C u p r e s u l t s a r e i n . 

Gross Winners Gross Gross Average 
D a l e S i m p s o n 1 5 2 7 6 . 0 

F e r n a n d o V i l l a g r a n - C o s t e l l o 1 6 1 8 0 . 5 

M i k e G a r v a l e 1 6 6 8 3 . 0 

D a l e E n g m a n 2 5 8 8 6 . 0 

Net Winners Net Net Average 
D a l e S i m p s o n 1 4 1 7 0 . 5 

F e r n a n d o V i l l a g r a n - C o s t e l l o 1 5 0 7 5 . 0 

R u s s M i t c h e l l 1 5 0 7 5 . 0 

P e t e B o w m a n 1 5 4 7 7 . 0 

A l l t h e w i n n e r s l i s t e d a b o v e w i l l b e a w a r d e d G C S A A d o l l a r s t h r o u g h D a v e y 

T r e e E x p e r t C o m p a n y ' s k i n d s p o n s o r s h i p o f t h e 2 0 1 2 N o r C a l C u p . 

DAVEY 

For long lasting performance use 
Turf Gold or Super Turf from... 

( 
by Simplot 

...the One that works! 

Professional Grade Fertilizer 
For more information about BEST® turf nutrition solutions visit us at 

www.bestfertilizer.com • 800.832.8891 • Or contact your BEST Distributor 
©20)3 J . R Simplot Company All rights reserved 

T E E O F F - T h e K o r o T o p m a k e r ® is ideal f o r r e m o v i n g 
a n d l e v e l i n g d a m a g e d o r w o r n t u r f areas o n y o u r fa irways , 
v e r c i c u t t i n g a n d d e t h a t c h i n g y o u r tee -cops a n d greens . 

T H E A P P R O A C H - Ins ta l l o u r T i f W a y 4 1 9 H y b r i d 
B e r m u d a , 5 0 - 5 0 Blue Rye B l e n d , Bentgrass o r o u r exclusive 
b e r m u d a t u r f b lends ; B a b y B e r m u d a , C e l e b r a t i o n , a n d 
Pr incess 7 7 . All variet ies are o f fered o n peat soil o r sand wi th 
o r w i t h o u t n e t t i n g , ideal for all y o u r g o l f c o u r s e needs . 

I N T H E C U P - O u r S p o r t s T u r f a n d G o l f Spec ia l i s t s 
a lso o f f e r a w i d e range o f o t h e r services : C o m p l i m e n t a r y 
C o n s u l t i n g , C u s t o m Laser G r a d i n g , B i g Rol l I n s t a l l a t i o n , 
B e r m u d a S p r i g P l a n t i n g , Soi l Re l i ever A e r a t i o n , S l i t 
S e e d i n g a n d F ie ld Lop-dress ing. 

K O R O 
T O P M A K E R ® 

w w w . d e l t a b l u e g r a s s . c o m c-27 752734 

Call Today 
F o r t h e T e e - T o - G r e e n S u c c e s s 

Y o u r C o u r s e D e s e r v e s ! 

(800)637-8873 

Rely on The Leader in 
"Cutting Edge" Renovation 

Technology Services 
F R O M R E D D I N G . C-A T O B A K E R S F I E L D , C A 

http://www.bestfertilizer.com
http://www.deltabluegrass.com


Birdies For the Brave By DAVE DAVIES. CGCS, TPC Stonebrae 

On June 28 , TPC Stonebrae hosted its 5th annual Birdies for 
the Brave event. Birdies for the Brave is a PGA Tour Charity 
originally established by Phil Mickelson to provide aid and 
support to a variety o f Mil i tary Support Foundations w w w . 
birdiesforthebrave.org. Through a wide variety of outlets, 
this program supports scholarships and education funding 
for dependants, post mil i tary training for wounded veterans 
and reading programs that allow deployed personnel to 
connect wi th their children through videotaped book 
reading. Foundation representatives are invited to share 
details of their programs at stations on the course while 
paid attendees participate in a golf event that pairs them 
with invited mil i tary guests. In addition to all the golfers 
there is always a group o f uniformed mil i tary personnel 
on hand to "press the flesh" and accept a steady stream 
o f thank you's from everyone in attendance. This year 112 
paid players joined forces with 35 mil i tary guests and 15 
uniformed volunteers from Camp Park in Dublin and the 
23rd Marines from San Bruno. The Wounded Warrior 
Foundation sent 3 three young men who played and we were 
proud to welcome back two previous participants, Matt 
Sheedy and S i l v e r S t a r r e c i p i e n t Sgt . V i c T h i b e a u l t . 
V i c spoke about the Combat Wounded Amputee Network 
and their programs that promote hiking and climbing 
expeditions for injured vets. To see Vic and hear h im speak 
is to truly understand the word determination. For more 
information on Vic's work, check out parrfoundation.org 
or www.GoFundMe.com/combatwoundedamputee. 

This event has a close personal at tachment to me and has 
become a year round activity in 
securing sponsorships and do-
nations from anyone I can. I'm 
proud to say that the Bay Area 
golf community again showed 
their great character by having 
virtually every course I reached 
out to donate in some way. It 
continues to prove to me that 
golf is more than just a game. Pat 
yourselves on the back for all the 
things you do to facilitate this 
and the hundreds o f other causes 
that host fundraisers at our 
courses. Sometimes in the heat 
o f the summer it may be hard to 
have a bigger picture perspective. 
I can assure you when you watch 
a group of uniformed soldiers 
gathering to share experiences 
or a Marine Color Guard present 
the colors or a young man with 
one leg out hitt ing a golf ball it 
might just put the heat and turf 
quality into perspective...1 know 
it does for me. 

http://www.GoFundMe.com/combatwoundedamputee


Bentgrass 
Ryegrass 

Bluegrass 
Bandera Bermuda 

Rye-Blue 
Fine Fescue 
Tall Fescue 

Tifwayll I 

GREG DUNN 

209/993-3329 
www.westcoastturf.com 

Installation available 

Find us on Facebook f 

Seashore 
Paspalum 

or your 
custom 
grown 
variety! 

L O C A L L Y G R O W N 

WEST COAST 

-WTURF 
Life is short. Sod it! 

http://www.westcoastturf.com


Slow Release Nitrogen and Variably Releasing Nitrogen Blends 
Promotes Turf Density and Speeds Aeration Recovery. 
Enhances Soil Structure for Improved Disease Resistance. 

TURfHnOEa 
| F E R T I L I Z E R 

tUii I H « 
HERTI1IZIR FERIILIZEK FERTIICEP. 
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Sier ra Pac i f i c Tur f S u p p l y has 
3 l o c a t i o n s t o s e r v e y o u : 

Campbell: 510 Salmar Avenue • Campbell, CA 95008 

Rocklin: 1175 Tara Court • Rocklin, CA 95765 

Sparks: 535 Vista Blvd., Sparks, NV 89434 

SIERRA PACIFIC TURF SUPPLY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED 

5INCE 1982 

P M C & I O N 
L A B O R A T O R I E S 

P R O D U C T • P E R F O R M A N C E • P R O M I S E 

Rain^BIRD 

E a r t h W o r k s l l / i 
NATURAL ORGANIC PRODUCTS 

S p a r k s - ( 8 8 8 ) 

(800) 6 5 2 - 8 7 2 1 ^ 

C a m p b e l l - (800) 8 2 7 - 8 8 7 3 

Andersons 
G O L F P R O D U C T S ® 


