Golf Course Superintendents Field Workshop

Creeks & Crawlers: Stream and Habitat Restoration in the 21st Century

On May 20th Jay Neunsinger hosted a very informative and enjoy-
able discussion and walk of recently completed restoration project
at his course. The project, from inception to completion, took
almost 5 years and three superintendents. Not only was the
permitting, design, and monitoring team in attendance to explain
the project during the morning session during our walk, but
GCSANC superintendents Rodney Mueller, Luke Bennett and Jay
Neunsinger contributed their insight into the project. We took a
stroll through the beautiful East Bay Regional Park Golf Course
looking at plantings, grading changes, and rock outcroppings that
created pools for natural habitat populations to thrive. The man-
agement team and Jay did a wonderful job of explaining the goals,
expectations, challenges, and successes that this project possessed.
It was a wonderful chance to evaluate what is now required to com-
plete a successful 21st century environmental restoration project.

1h A

A Lunch and discussion were at the unique 1939 World’'s
Fair Brazilian Room adjacent to Tilden Park Golf Course.

A It was a very warm day so we carry plenty of water as
we walk through the beautiful Tilden Park Golf Course.

¥ A hands on look and explanation from the management

A Jay Neunsinger checking Dry Water packets
which are used to provide moisture to the plants
during initial grow in. Thanks Jay!
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From the Field

I hope this finds all of our Northern Cali-
fornia GCSA members doing well and get-
ting a respite from the early heat that hit
the area this year.

I recently had the opportunity to participate as an instructor at
a First Green field trip hosted by Metropolitan Golf Links in Oak-
land, CA.

For those of you who may not be aware, First Green is an in-
novative environmental and educational outreach program using
golf courses as environmental learning labs. Golf course superin-
tendents host students on field trips where they may test water
quality, collect soil samples, identify plants, design plantings, as-
sist in stream bed restoration and are involved in the ecology and
environmental aspects of the golf course. The students, many of
whom have never stepped foot on a golf course, are also introduced
to other benefits and aspects of the game including history and the
rules of golf.

This particular field trip marked First Green’s initial entry into
the California market. Previous events had been conducted in Or-
egon and Washington and this trip was held in conjunction with
the Oakland Turfgrass Education Initiative (OTEI) which is headed
up by Sunnyvale superintendent Gary Carls, CGCS, and Metropoli-
tan superintendent Gary Ingram, CGCS.

——— -

COUNT ON Us’

By JEFF JENSEN, GCSAA Field Staff, Southwest Region

Several superintendents from Northern California including GC-
SANC board members Kyle Marshall and Jay Neunsinger attended
the event to learn more about hosting a future field trip at their
facilities. I found the event to be a great opportunity to interact
with kids and show them the benefits that the golf industry has on
our local communities.

For more information on hosting a First Green event, visit the
website at www.thefirstgreen.org or contact Dr. Karen Armstead
at (425) 444-2618.

In other news, entries are being accepted for Lebanon Turf’s 2014
Dog Days of Golf Calendar and Dog of the Year contest. Enter a pic-
ture of your golf course canine companion today. If selected for the
calendar your dog will also have a chance to be crowned 2014 Dog
of the Year, garnering a $3,000 prize for your affiliated chapter, a
$500 donation to your local Humane Society, and a $500 prize for
you.

Lebanon Turf’s 2014 Dog Days of Golf Calendar will be delivered
to your doorstep with the November issue of Golf Course Manage-
ment magazine. Submit your entry at www.gcsaa.org/dogcalendar,
or email a high resolution photo to lebturfdogcalendar@gcsaa.org.

I hope you all have a great summer and look forward to seeing
you at an upcoming event. If I can be of assistance, please don’t
hesitate to email me at jjensen@gcsaa.org.

Proudly Representing: - Equipment and Irrigation Systems * Pre-Owned Equipment
» Club Car * Harper * Express Dual * Turfline » Otterbine

800.585.8001

www.turfstar.com

Bermuda Dunes | Brea | Fresno
Hayward | Rancho Cordova | Vista

12 THRU THE GREEN—/uly/August 2013


http://www.thefirstgreen.org
http://www.gcsaa.org/dogcalendar
mailto:lebturfdogcalendar@gcsaa.org
mailto:jjensen@gcsaa.org
http://www.turfstar.com

The Heroes That Wallk Among Us

By BRIAN NETTZ, GCCS

Even though Memorial Day is over, I wanted to reflect
on the meaning of heroism as it relates to my staff.
Recently 1 had an employee die. Mesothelioma. As
many of you know, its lung cancer from exposure
to asbestos and asbestos was commonly used in the
Navy during the fifties; asbestos was at that time the
“wonder material”. Chuck was an assistant equipment
tech. He was in his late seventies when he “retired”
here but he often came by and did welding for us. He
looked like he was in his mid fifties. He was a former
Navy deep sea diver, rodeo clown, rodeo rider, welder,
alcoholic, and hell raiser. He was a neat guy.

We never really understood the significance of
Chuck’s armed forces services. He didn’t talk about
it, but we did know that Chuck went to a support
group once a week on Thursdays and that Chuck was
monitored for radioactivity weekly as well. You see,
Chuck was in Operation Crossroads- the tail end of

to submarines, ships, etc. that had been placed within
the blast radius. It was dangerous work. The ocean
floor was sandy, the dust kicked up and reduced vis-
ibility and they cut and welded alongside heavy naval
chains and ship hulls.

As if all that was not enough, the salvage ship was
so “hot” radioactively, that they were not allowed into
harbor. They had to anchor outside of Tokyo harbor for
two weeks washing the ship and themselves constantly
with a special soap to remove the radioactivity. I asked
Chuck if it upset him that he had to deal with all this
stuff based upon his service to our country. Like nearly
everyone in his generation he replied very matter of
factly, “We were full of piss and vinegar at the time.
We knew it was important work. It meant something
important to our country and we’d be damned if we
were gonna let the Russkies beat us.”

So for me, Memorial Day hit just a little closer to

the nuclear bomb testing in the bikini atolls. He dived home.

for a salvage ship examining the wreckage underwater

T M T ENTERPRISES, INC.

GCSANC Members Since 1976

Phone: 408-432-9040  IN BUSINESS SINCE 1961 | —
Time for Summer Tournaments. Help Your Course Look It’s Best!

We have colored sand or divet mix, availahle in
bulk or bulk totes! Colored sand or divet mix net
only looks better, but will hold more heat than or-
dinary sand, hclping to increasc germination
rales. Call today for more info!

Bunkers are the most frequent source of complaints on
any golf course. Let us help you spruce them up in lime
tor your busiest season. W e ofter you the widest selection
of bunker sand of any supplier in California. From Ida-
ho BB bunker sand to Monterey's PB bunker sand, our
own TMT White Bunker Sand, G8, #3, Custom Blend,
you name it!

TMT Enterprises is now your exclusive supplier
of TD-320 top dressing sand & BB-205 Bunker

Sl I know it seems early, but fall aerification will be here
hefore you know it. Avoid the rush & stock up on your

Te) favorite top dressing sand ahead of time. With typically

& mf le AXIs R great weather in July & August, there is little concern of

rain & wealther related conlamination.

Nowe Brwvund Pevuare In Sals Cal -‘-.r&

Web: www.tmtenterprises.net Email: info@tmtenterprises.net

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of Northern California 13


http://www.tmtenterprises.net
mailto:mto@tmteiiterprises.net

“Tame Your Turf”

PARRIS,

-

Dedicated to fighting evils,
StressGard™ Formulation Technology
never rests.

Protect your course with the most powerful technology out there.
When it comes to overall plant health, Bayer fungicides with StressGard™
Formulation Technology give you control when it matters most. We've

developed these products to work at a cellular level, strengthening We at Parris Turf Equipment strive to Provide
turf and fighting against evil stressors like heat, drought and traffic g

so you'll have the strongest, heaithiest turf and happy golfers. unmatChEd Service and Support fOl' our

To learn more visit BackedbyBayer.com/StressGard. customers before, during and after their
Tartan® | Chipco Triton®Flo | Interface® | Chipco® Signature™ | Reserve® purchases. We hE|p customers to maximize
o o iy Ao W Srassia , their investment by minimizing the operating
Formulation Technology are proven to have (a0 challenges of their equupment.

preventive and curative properties against X J > .

disease. Parris Turf Equipment - Sebastopol, CA
For further information call: / 35 ]

EmEs. | oo || 907 80,0218
george.raymond@bayer.com (o] o}
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Transition"HC

High Concentrate Dark Turf Colorant

Transition™ HC turf colorant helps manage turt color throughout fall and spring transitions of overseeding programs.
The high concentrate formulation allows for flexibility in application rates, with color lasting up to 30 days.

Find out more by contacting Greg Wah! at greg.wahl@basf.com, 925-519-2193.
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