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NorCalendar
NovEMBEr 12-13
Superintendents Institute
Oakhurst Golf Club

DECEMBEr 7
Holiday Golf and Dinner
Del Monte Golf Course

JaN 14
GCSANC Annual 
Elections and Awards
Empire Ranch Golf Club

FEB 6
California Room at GCSAA 
Conference & Show
USS Midway, San Diego

Mar 18
USGA/NCGA/GCSANC 
Green Section Conference
Sequoyah Country Club, Oakland

More Details?
Visit www.gcsanc.com/events/next/

New Members
Dave Redfern
Affordable Turf and Specialty Tire
Affiliate

Ron harvey
Cornerstone Environmental 
Contractors, Inc.
Affiliate

Juan Altamirano
The Institute, LLC
Class A Superintendent

Miguel Alejo
Diablo Creek GC
Class C Assistant Superintendent

Rebecca Vogt
The Institute, LLC
Associate

steven pacheco
Pajaro Valley Golf Club
SM

Hope all of you are enjoying.
the fall season .. I know it
gets busy this time of the
year, but I am looking for-
ward to seeing a lot of you.
at the 31st Superintendents
Institute .. There are some
new and trending items for
this event, so bring your

computer and join us ..gcsanc.com/events/

I was able to attend a CAG meeting in late
October ..I got to say hello to some of my good
golf friends and meet some new ones ..By all
reports, golf play is up in northern California
and hopefully the trend will continue up .

We are heading for another end of year and
with that, GCSANC membership renewal ..
Your membership is calendar year, January to
December ..If you joined the association this
year your renewal charge is prorated for the
last quarter only ..The first renewal reminder.
has been sent and you need to renew by.
December 31 to avoid a penalty ..The online
process is really quite easy and allows you
to pay by credit card if you wish ..An invoice
and renewal receipt is emailed for all forms
of payment .. Please remember to make any
changes to your membership information
and current job status as you renew .. If you
need help give us a call ..There will be a final

notice sent just before the end of December .

I was pleased to read an article from an
industry publication regarding reducing
number of emails and eblasts to be sent ..We
have tried to decrease the email from the
association by consolidating important items
in a concise format ..We try to keep the web
calendar timely for meetings .. Allied indus-
tries and associations offering programs of
interest are also posted in our Nor Calendar
section .. The Nor Calendar can be incorpo-
rated into your calendar and has an option
to view the events in a monthly or yearly
format .

The GIS in San Diego will once again find
the California GCSA hosting a hospitality
room Wednesday, Feb 6 on the USS Midway .
This promises to be a great event on the.
hangar deck of the historic aircraft carrier ..

Make sure you visit the website to register:
californiagcsa .org/california-room/ ..

This is NOT the year to wait for the “night
of” to decide to attend ..All the food is catered
and there is a limited amount based on atten-
dance count ..The “galley” of the aircraft car-
rier isn’t cooking! Don’t be disappointed .. If
you want some great food, beverages and the
opportunity to say hello to all your friends,
make your reservations EARLY .

Office Notes bY bARbARA MIkEL

Naumann’s Nor Cal News
Joel Brinkman has left Coyote Creek Golf Course in San Jose ..He is going to Fresno and will
be the new supt ..at Sunnyside CC ..He is replacing Rob Williams who went to Stockton CC ..
Leaving Stockton CC to go to Southern California is Jim Alwine ..He has accepted the Super-
intendent position at Bernardo Heights CC in North San Diego Co . . . . . .Paul Tarasoff has left
Monterey Peninsula Country Club and is now the Superintendent at Turlock Country Club
in Turlock . . . . .Josh Lewis a little over a year ago was the Assistant under Paul Chojnacky at
Pasatiempo GC in Santa Cruz ..He went up to Chamber Bay GC in Washington in order to
help with the upcoming US Open ..He is now the Supt at Chambers Bay and another Ex-Nor
Cal guy, Eric Johnson (from Spyglass Hill years ago) is the Agronomist for Chambers Bay
and the US Open . . . . . . .
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J. Arnaz Tree Movers Our experts can transplant or relocate mature trees quickly and e�ciently 
using the latest state-of-the-art equipment including:

 •  48”, 65”, 90” and 100” Hydraulic Tree Spades
   Allowing for the transplanting of any tree without damaging the fragile root system

 •  Serving over 60 courses since 1972   •  Tree Boxing and Planting

1593 Koch Lane   •   San Jose    •   California    •   Visit us on the web: www.treemovingexperts.com   •   State Contractor Lic. # 472305 

408-266-1717
Email John: treemover@comcast.net

President’s Message bY RODNEY MULLER

With the Presidential Election coming Nov 6th,
the Democratic and Republican candidates are
getting their messages out to the public ..Each par-
ty vets its best candidate to run for office through
debates and election campaigns, finally endorsing

its best candidate to become President of The United States ..That’s
not the case with the GCSANC Board of Directors . . ..we leave Su-
per Pac funding and mud slinging to the professionals; all that is
needed here is good old fashioned “want-to .”

I remember when I received the call from Barbara Mikel ..I was
on break at a DPR meeting when she inquired if I was interested
in serving on the Board of Directors ..I always knew that I would
serve my local chapter one-day, I just didn’t know when that would
happen ..Questions arose in my mind such as, “Do I have time to
commit to the position? Will my employer see it as a value-add to
my position and not view it as taking time away from my paying
job? Do enough of my peers know whom I am to vote me into the
position?” After all, who isn’t afraid of failure? I told Barbara that I
would think about it and get back to her .

After assessing the time requirements and getting the blessing
from my General Manager, Regional Superintendent and Regional
Manager, I decided that it was, indeed time ..My nomination was
made for the Board, I submitted my candidate statement and I ran
unopposed ..You know that scene in the movie when people stand-
ing shoulder-to-shoulder in a line and someone asks for a volun-
teer for a deadly assignment? Then everyone but one guy takes a
step backwards ..It wasn’t exactly like that scenario . . ..but close ..I
was uncertain about what to expect and what specific skill set I
could bring to the Association, but none-the-less I volunteered .

I knew I was joining a great group of strong leaders and they
would guide me in the right direction if I appeared to lose my
compass .. What I didn’t realize is how much I would grow as a
Superintendent while serving our chapter ..I have networked with
industry people and superintendents that I would have never had
access to if not for serving on the BODs ..I was subjected to dif-
ficult decision-making concerning our industry and association
business .. I served on committees to help program education for
our members to strengthen their skills as Superintendents ..This

Serving on the GCSANC Board: Is it for you?
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Parris Turf Equipment·Sebastopol, CA

707.364 .0213
www.parristurf.com

We at Parris Turf Equipment strive to Provide 
unmatched Service and Support for our 

customers before, during and after their 
purchases.  We help customers to maximize 

their investment by minimizing the operating 
challenges of their equipment.

“Tame Your Turf”

Protect your course with the most powerful technology out there.
When it comes to overall plant health, Bayer fungicides with StressGard™

Formulation Technology give you control when it matters most. We’ve 
developed these products to work at a cellular level, strengthening 
turf and fighting against evil stressors like heat, drought and traffic 
so you’l l have the strongest, healthiest tur f and happy golfers. 
To learn more visit BackedbyBayer.com/StressGard.

Tartan® |  Chipco Triton® Flo  |  Interface® |  Chipco® Signature™ |  Reserve®

Bayer Environmental Science, a division of Bayer CropScience LP, 2 T.W. Alexander Drive, Research Triangle 
Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Chipco, Chipco Triton, Interface, Reserve and 
Tartan are registered trademarks of Bayer. StressGard and Signature are trademarks of Bayer. Not all products 
are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions carefully. © 2011 Bayer CropScience LP.

Dedicated to fi ghting evils,
StressGard™ Formulation Technology 
never rests.

Our fi ve quality fungicides with StressGard 
Formulation Technology are proven to have 
preventive and curative properties against 
disease.

For further information call:
George Raymond 805-290-0413
george.raymond@bayer.com

valuable exposure has opened the door to further my professional develop-
ment and respect as a golf course superintendent .

Some of the skills you will take away with you while volunteering in your
association are:

• planning and organizational skills;
• problem solving in a team environment; and
• setting and achieving goals .

If you have been thinking about serving on the GCSANC Board, please
give me or any other Board member a call ..We would be happy to answer
questions about getting you involved with the process .. If you are unsure
about the time commitment to the board, committee work is also another
way to get involved ..Test the water, so-to-speak ..You don’t have to jump
in headfirst ..Without committee members many of our educational events
would not happen ..Being a committee member is an excellent way to serve
your local GCSA to see if it’s for you .

—Rodney Muller

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of Northern California 5



Only John Deere Golf offers both a 
full selection of golf maintenance 
equipment and soft goods from top 
name brands. Plus advice on how to 
pick the best of each for your course. 
Call us today.

Equipment Sales:  
Mid Cal Tractor,  
Stockton, CA  
209-944-5714

Agronomic Sales:  
Sacramento: Nick Biggi,  
916-765-6881
San Francisco: Gary Otto,  
209-483-5648

Think Ahead.

See how equipment and  
agronomics can work together.



Get to know your architecture .

There is good architecture and there is bad ..Anyone who knows
me knows that I have a preference for older courses and of the new
courses, I am partial to a select group of architects ..As the Superin-
tendent at a course, I feel it is very important to know who designed
your course and some facts about your given architects style and
design philosophies ..

There have been numerous articles and books written on the sub-
ject of golf course architecture, so it is interesting that two of the
more noted books on golf course architecture were published within
a year of each other, written by two very wealthy and well traveled
men, both lived in California, and some of their best work was still
ahead of them .

“The Links,” by Robert Hunter was first and talked of his trips to
the UK and playing over some famous golf courses ..The book looks
at the design of golf courses and was written by Hunter following
his first design work at Berkeley Country Club ..Shortly after “The
Links” was published he partnered with Alister MacKenzie and they
designed Meadow Club, Cypress Point, Valley Club, Northwood, and
Sharp Park ..

“Golf Architecture in America,” by George C .. Thomas followed
Hunter’s lead and dealt with much of the same topics as to the de-
sign of golf courses ..Thomas was already a noted architect by this

time and is most known for his work at Riviera, LACC, and Bel-Air .

Both books are wonderfully written and act to set the tone for
what was to become the golden age of golf course design ..The photos
included in both books make them both a wonderful resource to
study of golf course architecture for the beginner or the expert ...The
following adverts were included in golf publications like the earlier
version of Golfdom and a San Francisco based magazine called the
“The Fairway .” Both books can be found online and for a reasonable
price ..Enjoy .

Classic Golf Books bY Sean Tully, MEADOw CLUb
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GREEN LAWNGER®

TURF COLORANTS

For a quick and easy solution for natural-looking, 

year-round green turf, add Green Lawnger® brand 

turf colorants to your management program.

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore natural-

looking green color to dormant or discolored turf, 

and will not break down from UV light for long-

lasting results.

GREENER
LONGER
™,® Trademarks, registered or applied for, of Becker Underwood, Inc., Ames, 

Greg Wahl 

greg.wahl@beckerunderwood.com 

925.519.2193 • beckerunderwood.com

TURF COLORANTSGREENER
LONGER
™,® Trademarks, registered or applied for, of Becker Underwood, Inc., Ames, 

greg.wahl@beckerunderwood.com 

beckerunderwood.com

BEFORE

For a quick and easy solution for natural-looking, 

year-round green turf, add Green Lawnger®year-round green turf, add Green Lawnger®year-round green turf, add Green Lawnger  brand 

turf colorants to your management program.

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore natural-

looking green color to dormant or discolored turf, 

and will not break down from UV light for long-

TURF COLORANTS

For a quick and easy solution for natural-

year-round green turf, add Green Lawnger

turf colorants to your management program.

Green Lawnger turf colorants restore natural-

looking green color to dormant or discolored turf, 

and will not break down from UV light for long-

lasting results.

GREENER
LONGERLONGER
™,® Trademarks, registered or applied for, of Becker Underwood, Inc., Ames, 

BEFORE AFTER

Scan to learn more.
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San Diego  • Feb. 4-8 

Education Conference 
& the Golf Industry Show

The 2013 GCSAA Education Conference and the Golf Industry Show will bring you the most highly 
acclaimed education in the industry, the latest tips and techniques from experts in your field, countless 
networking opportunities with your peers and a preview of the most innovative products on the market 
today. This one week is packed full of everything you need to ensure the continued success of your 
career and facility well into the future.

• 550 hours of education in one place     
• 100+ seminars (25 new seminars)
• 50 sessions
• 150+ experts to learn from
• 3.5+ education points available during the week
• 500+ exhibitors on the show floor (60+ new exhibitors)
• 180,000 net square feet of exhibit space

This event promises a return on investment that well exceeds the cost of attendance. 
Here’s what your peers are saying about the event: 
• 81% are confident that the conference and show makes them more valuable to their employer
• 81% feel that the conference and show delivers real value to their golf facility
• 81% picked up a tip or technique that they could take back and immediately apply at their facility
• 75% say that the conference and show is an indispensable component of their professional 

development
• 62% learned a practice or technique that could result in a cost savings for their facility

The return:
• Education that provides cost-saving measures for your facility
• Face time with experts who will answer your most challenging questions
• Product giveaways for you and your facility
• Innovative resources that keep you up-to-date on the latest technology in the industry
• Solutions that enhance the sustainability of your facility
• Tips for managing your facility on a tight budget
• Hands-on review of the most innovative products and services on the market
• Countless networking opportunities that spark new ideas 
• Show floor discounts on products and services that benefit your facility

For more information, visit www.gcsaa.org

in	San	Diego



Presented in partnership with

San Diego  • Feb. 3-5 

The 2013 National Championship and Golf Classic will hit the beaches of San Diego, promising beautiful weather, 
championship golf courses and luxurious accommodations.  

The tournament will be held in the same location as the conference and show to help you reduce travel costs between 
the various events. Also new this year, the golf tournament will move from a Friday – Sunday schedule to a Sunday 
– Tuesday schedule.  This has been done in an effort to reduce the time away from your facility. Along with this new 
schedule, the golf tournament will now include four separate and stand-alone events:

•	Four-Ball	Mixer	on	Sunday,	Feb.	3	 	 	 •	Golf	Classic	on	Monday	and	Tuesday,	Feb.	4-5
•	A	new	event	featuring	a	scramble	or	shamble		 	 •	National	Championship	on	Monday	and	Tuesday,	Feb.	4-5		
			format	on	Monday,	Feb.	4	

Join us in San Diego to:
• Discover solutions to your biggest challenges while networking on and off the course
• Find out first-hand how the game of golf impacts what you do every day
• Develop long-term, valuable relationships with other industry professionals
• View maintenance practices while playing several top-notch golf courses 
• Play against your peers in a friendly competition
• Win money for your chapter

Back by popular demand:
• Prize money awarded to the chapter team competition winners in net and gross division
• Mobile pro shop gift certificates to shop for your own tee prize

• Torrey Pines
• La Costa Resort
• Maderas Golf Club
• Aviara Golf Club
• Pauma Valley Country Club
• Morgan Run Club & Resort

For more information, visit www.gcsaa.org

• 400 of your peers in a casual setting
• 30+ hours of networking on and off the course 
• Join your peers on Sunday, February 3, 
   from 2-6 p.m. to watch the big game and 
   enjoy refreshments

this	year

6	prominent	golf	courses


