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     Feed and Protect 
Your Greens & Fairways 
         with Quality Products 
                       from Ewing

Irrigation Supplies  |  Wireless Irrigation  |  Seed 
Fertilizer  |  PGRs  |  Insecticides  |  FungicidesMEMBER

Call one of our California Turf Specialists:
Larry Kaiser: 415.250.3187
Manny Piña: 916.835.9530
Jim Barbuto: 916.502.3287

 

Redefine your expectations of a Tree Care Partner… 

It begins with unparalleled expertise, a genuine passion for what we do, 
and an unwavering commitment to getting it right, every time.  With over 
40 years in tree care, ArborWorks, Inc. has long held a unique 
understanding of the integral role trees play in making a golf course 
special; adding beauty, creating challenge, and defining the very field of 
play.  However, to keep a golf course beautiful and safe, trees require 
maintenance in the hands of skilled professionals. 

ArborWorks.  Expect More. 

The professionals at ArborWorks, Inc. stand ready to assist you with all of  
your tree care needs.  Call today to schedule a consultation with one of our 
Certified Arborists, free of charge. 

www.arborworksinc.com   866.936.8733      CA Contractor 879506          
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The George Santana Distinguished Service Award is presented to a chapter member for their long-standing commitment to the GCSANC 
and the turf care industry.

Jason Green
San Jose Country Club
San Jose

It wasn’t a problem finding a worthy 
recipient for the distinguished service 
award, the minute the name Jason Green 
came to surface. A dedicated Class “A” 
Superintendent , Jason also serves as gen-
eral manager and chief operating officer 
at San Jose Country Club. He started in 
the business in 1986, had a 5-year stint at 
Los Altos CC and 10 years at San Jose CC 
before heading off to Cal Poly-San Luis 

Obispo where he earned a BS degree in Ornamental Horiculture with 
a concentration in Turfgrass Management. In 2003, he returned to San 
Jose CC as superintendent and was promoted to general manager 
in 2010.

Jason has been committed to the Nor Cal Chapter and overall 
profession in a variety of ways. He has served on the GCSANC 
board of directors, advanced through the chairs ultimately serving as 

president. He has served on various chapter committees and always 
with immense dedication and spirit. In addition to worthy GSCANC 
programs like scholarship and turfgrass research, Jason and his club 
support NCGA Youth on Course program, Lance Armstrong Tour de 
Cure, plus the American Diabetes Association.

Jason is currently a delegate to the California Chapter of the 
GCSAA, serving as an effective liaison between the Nor Cal and State 
Chapters.

Due to Jason’s keen knowledge and natural ability to connect with 
others he is an excellent mentor for members of his staff and other 
up-and-coming turf care professionals. To this day, he credits three 
mentors for his success: his father, former boss Mike Simpson, CGCS, 
at Los Altos G&CC, and PGA Life Member Gary Plato.

George santana distinguished service Award
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The Bert Graves Affiliate Merit Award is presented to an individual who has contributed in extraordinary ways to the association and its 
members.

James “Jim” Sherman
VP of Sales, Turf & Industrial 
Equipment Company
Santa Clara

Award winner Jim Sherman is a successful 
vice president in outside sales with Turf 
& Industrial Equipment Company, one 
of the most respected suppliers in the 
Nor Cal region. A college graduate, with 
a business degree from the University of 
Arizona, Jim lends great credit for his 
success from having “grown up” with 
Turf & Industrial Equipment Company, a 

business started by his family in 1968, where he was well-mentored 
by his father, Jim Sr. In recent years the company was sold to Mr. 
John Matheny, yet it still possesses that “family business spirit” 
coupled with exceptional customer service standards.

2012 is a pivotal year for Jim, as it marks his 25th year in the 
industry. An affiliate representative on the GCSANC Board of 

Directors, Jim co-chairs the Sponsor Relations Committee, seeking 
support year-round for important chapter programs and initiatives. 
When it comes to contributing to a cause, you can always count on 
Jim and the Turf & Industrial Equipment to step to the plate. The 
success of the GCSANC Scholarship and Turfgrass Research fund-
raiser and Equipment Field Day event are due in great part to his 
efforts and others whose support he’s kindly garnered.

In addition to the GCSANC, Jim and his company lend support 
to the Sports Turf Association, California Winegrowers Association, 
and the California Landscape Contractors Association.

Bert Graves Affiliate Merit Award
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The Golf Course Superintendent of the Year Award is presented to a GCSANC Member who has made contributions for the betterment of 
the association, its members and the overall profession. This is the highest distinction bestowed upon a golf course superintendent.

Patrick “Pat” Finlen, CGCS
The Olympic Club
San Francisco

The GCSANC is proud to announce Pat-
rick “Pat” Finlen is the recipient of the 
2011 Golf Course Superintendent of the 
Year Award, an honor so well deserved.

As Director of Golf Course Mainte-
nance Operations at the Olympic Club, 
Pat keeps exceptionally busy these days 
as he prepares for the 2012 U.S. Open 
Championship set for June 14-17. Prior to 
the Olympic Club, Pat served as director 

of golf course maintenance at Bayonet and Black Horse Golf Courses 
(Seaside, CA), golf course & grounds manager at Quivira Lake & 
Country Club (Lake Quivira, KS), and superintendent at Cypress 
Point Country Club (Virginia Beach, VA). He holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in business administration from Rockhurst College in Kansas 
City, MO. 

A certified golf course superintendent, Pat receives the Golf Course 
Superintendent of the Year Award for his ongoing contributions to 
the betterment of the association and its members, as well as the golf 

community. He has served on the GCSANC board of directors and 
currently is secretary/treasurer for the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) where he is instrumental in im-
proving programs and services for fellow golf course superintendents 
and affiliate members. 

He is a trustee and officer for the Environmental Institute for Golf 
(EIFG), a not-for-profit organization committed to strengthening 
the compatibility of the game of golf with the natural environment. 
Additionally, Pat is a supporter of the California Alliance for Golf 
(CAG), a statewide trade organization whose primary goal is to pro-
tect valuable resources for those of us in the business of golf and turf 
care.

Pat has been a dedicated member of the GCSAA for 26 years. He is 
past president of three GCSAA chapters: Northern California, Heart 
of America, and the California State Chapter. And, because of his 
exemplary service with the GCSANC, this is the second time he has 
earned this prestigious award; first time was in 2003. 

Pat also gives back to the community by lending support to vari-
ous turf related organizations, plus industry initiatives including Golf 
20/20 and its We Are Golf initiative, the Save Sharp Park Golf Course 
campaign, Play Golf America, and Doctors Orders: Play Golf, a 
health education initiative through golf. 

Golf Course superintendent of the Year Award

Campbell - (800) 827-8873

Rocklin -  (800) 652-8721

Sparks - (888) 460-8873

SIERRA PACIFIC TURF SUPPLY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED 

SINCE 1982

PRODUCT • PERFORMANCE • PROMISE

Sierra Paci c Turf Supply has
3 locations to serve you:

Campbell: 510 Salmar Avenue • Campbell, CA 95008 
Rocklin: 1175 Tara Court • Rocklin, CA 95765

Sparks: 535 Vista Blvd., Sparks, NV 89434 
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The GCSANC Presidents 
Award has been given to Mr. 
Richard H. Harris and Mr. 
Robert D. “Bo” Links for 
their exceptional volunteer-
ism and contributions to the 
game of golf, well-evidenced 

through their grassroots effort to help Save Sharp Park, an Alister 
MacKenzie-designed public golf course, open to citizens of all ages 
and ethnicities. 

Harris and Links have worked tirelessly in support of golf as they 
fully demonstrate the type of effort it takes to preserve public golf 
especially in these challenging economic times where politics may 
often come into play. 

Both men have deep roots in Northern California golf. Harris is a 
member at Gleneagles GC, Sharp Park GC and Stanford University 
GC. He was introduced to the game at a young age by his father and 
later played Varsity Golf at Stanford where he was captain of the golf 
team in 1968. 

After graduation Harris served in the U.S. Army, 82nd Airbone Di-
vision and 25th Infantry Division, South Vietnam (1969-1971). He 
graduated from Boalt Hall School of Law at UC Berkeley in 1977, 
and has been practicing law in San Francisco ever since. He is with 
the firm of Erskine and Tulley where his legal practice focuses on 
business, insurance, and real estate litigation. 

Harris was instrumental in the Save Stanford Golf Course cam-
paign in 2000. He is co-founder of the San Francisco Public Golf Al-
liance (SFPGA), an organization committed to preserving affordable 

eco-friendly golf, with focus on San Francisco’s historic Sharp Park 
and Lincoln Park courses.

Co-honoree, Robert D. “Bo” Links is a lifelong resident of the City 
& County of San Francisco. A graduate of UC Berkeley and UCLA 
Law School, Links has practiced law in San Francisco since 1974, 
and is currently with Slote & Links where he maintains an active 
general litigation and legal counseling practice.

Links, an avid golfer and a dedicated golf historian, he serves as 
the volunteer historian for the city’s golf courses. He was active in 
the project to renovate and restore Harding Park GC. Additionally, 
he has served on the USGA Green Section Committee for nearly two 
decades and is a pro bono speaker for the association on legal issues 
affecting the game of golf. In his spare time, he’s authored Follow the 
Wind plus Riverbank Tweed & Roadmap Jenkins: Tales From the 
Caddie Yard. 

A past president of Lake Merced Golf Club (2003-04), Links was 
successful in leading the effort to rebuild the club’s infrastructure 
(new clubhouse, recycled water facilities, maintenance building). In 
2007 and 2008, Links was honored by the Alister MacKenzie Soci-
ety, which awarded him first prize in the international Lido Design 
Contest. He is the only two-time winner of that award.

Links’ greatest golf endeavor is his leadership role in co-founding 
the SFPGA. He and Harris continue to help secure necessary fund-
ing for an environmentally sensitive restoration of the cherished 
MacKenzie-designed Sharp Park. Additionally, both men continue 
to keep others well-informed about the serious issues surrounding 
Sharp Park, demonstrated through their ongoing volunteerism ad-
vocacy work.

lEFT: GCSAnC VP Jon Christenson and Affiliate Member, Doug nichols (center) present a “Save Sharp Park” poster 
bearing notes of appreciation to honorees richard harris (left) and Bo links (far right). RIgHT: Tim Powers, CGCS, shares 
rare images of Sharp Park GC with Award honoree Bo links and Affiliate Member Matt Moore.

The GCSANC Presidents Award is a special honor bestowed upon an individuals who have exemplified excellence in a designated area 
and serve as role models for others within the golf industry. It is not an annual award, but one bestowed on rare occasion at the discretion 
of the association’s President. 

GCsANC Presidents Award

Mr . Richard Harris, Esq . and Mr . Robert “Bo” Links, Esq .
San Francisco Public Golf Alliance

Harris Links
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Covers all the angles. Literally.
The new 220 E-Cut Hybrid.

The  rst John Deere walk greens mower with a full-contouring cutting unit.

The new 220 E-Cut Hybrid’s ball joint design combined with an electric reel drive 
permits maximum movement of the cutting unit to follow contours. And the cutting 
unit’s range of motion can be adjusted to meet the most demanding conditions. 
This unique cutting system can even steer through the clean-up pass—reducing 
stress around the outside of the green. All while a mechanical-drive traction drum 
keeps the mower speed consistent (to maintain a consistent frequency of clip no 
matter how severe an incline). All this technology was  rst suggested by you. 
So no wonder it performs  awlessly. Call us for a demo today.

Vertis QCA
1300 19th Street, Suite 200
East Moline, IL 61244

Cyan Magenta Yellow Black 96343: 220 E cut

JG Sullivan 

MID CAL TRACTOR 
1120 W CHARTER WAY 
STOCKTON, CA 95206 
(209) 944-5714 
 

MID CAL TRACTOR 
14470 WALNUT GRV-THORNTON RD 
WALNUT GROVE, CA 95690 
(916) 776-1735 
 

0RH1CUQG96343  -00353219  
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Name: Sean Tully

employer: Meadow Club

Position: Superintendent

Years in the Business: 24

Previous employment:
River Valley Ranch in Carbondale 
Colorado

education: BS in Landscape Hor-
ticulture and Turfgrass Manage-

ment from Colorado State University

GCsANC Work or Interests: Write a short article for “Thru the 
Green”

other organizations: Cal-IPC, CNGA, NCGA

Family: Wife and two girls aged 3 & 9

What was the first car you ever owned? Subaru Outback

How fast did you drive it? Not too fast, more off the beaten 
path of Colorado backroads.

What is your favorite band? Slim Cessna’s Auto Club, Clinic, 
The Dodos

How did you get into the business? Started working at the 
same course my dad worked at when he was a kid back in Wiscon-
sin.

What did you learn that they never taught you in college? 
Keep the members happy and stay ahead of the curve.

Please list your fantasy foursome: Chandler Egan, Bobby 
Jones, Ben Hogan, and my dad. I would just watch. Would prefer 
that they played the original Sharp Park course!

What is #1 on your bucket list? Getting over to Scotland and 
playing as many quirky golf courses that I can.

What’s the best bit of professional advice ever tossed 
your way? Make a plan and check in periodically to see where you 
are and how things are progressing. Work and life can get a little 
chaotic, so try to keep some order to it.

What accomplishment are you most proud of? Being a good 
father and husband.

What’s your favorite restaurant? Bakesale Betty’s on 51st and 
Telegraph, the Chicken Sandwich and a lemon ice are ripe for repeat 
visits, or an easy excuse to stop by Claremont repeatedly!

Beer or wine? Wine

Favorite course to play: Meadow Club, Lawsonia 

Ipod top 5: Don Redmon: Hot and Anxious, Clinic: Corpus 

Christi, Jay Munly: My Eriezhung, Two Man Gentleman Band: The 
War of Northern Aggression, the Dodos: Men

What’s your favorite vacation spot? Ireland when it happens.

Favorite hobby: Historical research

strangest thing you’ve ever seen on a golf course: Bald 
eagle trying to break open a golf ball thinking it was an egg.

Name your top superintendent influences: Hugh Dahl and 
Gene Shreves at my first course and of most notably David Sexton.

Name your top life influences: My grandfather Russell Stewart 
and Aldo Leopold.

Lowest score you ever shot and course: 83 Meadow Club

The hardest part of your job: The hours and time away from 
the family.

The most rewarding thing in your job is: coming to work at 
Meadow Club every day—such an amazing place on so many levels.

If you weren’t in the business of growing grass what 
would you be doing? A history professor possibly or an arborist.

What’s in your garage? Land Cruiser

What’s in your closet at home? Old clubs and dress shirts I 
rarely wear.

What’s in your office? Beyond the obvious, I have a nice collec-
tion of golf books.

What magazines do you subscribe to?  

The usual trade mags, but I get most of my short term reading ma-
terial online: Lifehacker, Turf Disease, and Turfhugger are examples. 

do you collect anything, and why? Old golf stuff—it should 
be rather obvious.

Worst piece of equipment ever owned? My HP.

Worst place you have ever slept? Early in my career I had let 
a group play through on a green and then proceeded to I fall asleep 
on a riding green mower while it was running! Was there for a good 
20 minutes before I woke up and had a hard time living that one 
down.

Closest to death you ever came? Climbing Mt. Elbert in 
Colorado when a storm rolled in. Was climbing down to a sub-peak 
when some lightning started and I got a couple zaps of static elec-
tricity on my head. Exposure on both sides and no place to go so I 
just huddled down and waiting the storm out.

The invention that you thought of but someone else made 
the million dollars and no you? Nothing yet, too busy looking 
in the past to see the future! 

SuPerInTenDenT ProFIle
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Affiliates members at Wente

To learn how Growth Products can help your greens, 
call Keith Giertych today at (408) 687-3225 • kgiertych@growthproducts.com

(800) 648-7626 

epa
registered 

in 
california

COMPANION® A BROAD SPECTRUM BIOLOGICAL 
FUNGICIDE

• Prevents and Controls Turf Disease • Improves Turf Vigor 
• Makes Fungicides More Powerful •

• Increases Rooting 

www.GrowthProducts.com

• PROVEN • TESTED • RELIABLE •  CONSISTENT •
EACH GALLON CONTAINS 55 BILLION SPORES OF BACILLIS

SUBTILIS GB03
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Life is short. Sod it!

GreG Dunn
209/993-3329

rYAn fLAHerTY
209/993-5449
www.westcoastturf.com

Installation available

Bentgrass
Ryegrass 

Bluegrass
Rye-Blue

Fine Fescue
Tall Fescue

Tifway II

Seashore
Paspalum
or your 
custom 
grown  
variety!

soD+ L O C A L L Y  G R O W N

Bentgrass

soD
S A N D - B A S E D

40 YEARS  

AND GROWING 

STRONG

Fresno, CA 
800-827-4389

Tempe, AZ 
800-352-5548 

San Jose, CA 
800-767-0719

Austin, TX 
800-896-1259 

San Marcos, CA 
800-237-5233

Dallas, TX 
800-345-9387 

Sacramento, CA 
800-533-0816

Houston, TX 
800-901-9746 

Las Vegas, NV 
866-472-3695

San Antonio, TX 
800-925-3922 

Portland, OR 
877-827-4381 

Oklahoma City, OK 
800-522-9701

SANTA FE SPRINGS  HOME OFFICE  800-352-3870

Target Specialty Products. 
The quality leader for over four decades.

Wholesale distribution of specialty agricultural chemicals • Recognized for integrity
Experienced training and regulatory staff • Licensed customer service 

Next day delivery in most areas • ISO compliant

Fumigation • Golf • Landscape • Nursery • Pest Control • Vector • Vegetation Management
Visit us at www.target-specialty.com

GEN AD JUNE 2011




