NO STONE LEFT UNTURNED AT STONEBRAE FIELD DAY

On the tail of a Nationwide Tour event at TPC San Francisco Bay
at Stonebrae, members of the Northern California Chapter of
the GCSAA gathered recently at the David McLay Kidd-designed
course for the 2009 Superintendents Field Day. Some attendees
also took the opportunity to tee it up on the links-style track tagged by
Travel+Leisure Golf magazine as one of the best new courses in 2007.

This year’s field day, entitled Environmental Issues at Stonebrae,
provided an in-depth look at a championship golf course, one that’s
recognized for its strategic design, natural open space and spectacu-
lar views of the San Francisco Bay Area.

The course features 66 acres of maintained turf within a 212-acre
naturalized environment. Within the native areas are eight acres
of improved, protected wetlands and 67 acres of reconstructed,
re-vegetated native grasslands. In addition, long-term monitoring
programs have been established for wetland development, invasive
weed management, and habitat restoration.

Stonebrae was an ideal setting for course superintendents
and industry experts to convene and collaborate. In addition to
a fascinating tour of the site, the field day included presentations
on construction and long-term management planning, water
management and filtration, species management, and habitat
restoration with focus on the Stonebrae Audubon Certification
process. Presenters included Steve Miller, executive director of
Stonebrae, LP, Malcom Sproul, managing principal with LSA
Associates, Karen Swaim, founder and principal of Swaim Bio-
logical Incorporated, Ali Harivandi, Ph.D., with the University of
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GCSANC Members gather together for a photo at
TPC San Francisco Bay at Stonebrae, site of the 2009
Educational Field Day.

California Cooperative Extension, and Host Superintendent Dave
Davies, CGCS, at TPC San Francisco Bay at Stonebrae.

This innovative educational event exists through the collaboration
of the Northern California Chapter of the GCSAA and the Univer-
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PRUNER

- CUTS ROOTS -
- DRAINS WATER -
- NO CLEAN UP -

Prunes roots up to 5” in diamete
with a maximum depth of 10”

TURF TIME WEST
Toll Free: 1-800-994-0004
Cell: 1-714-812-7091

RooT PRUNER IS THE REMEDY
FOR REDUCING TURF DECLINE
CAUSED BY COMPETITION WITH
TREE ROOTS FOR WATER. EASILY
AERIFIES TIGHT NARROW AREAS.

For DEMONSTRATION, SERVICE,
SALES OR RENTAL, CALL LARRY
LANE

Perfect for drainage problems on
greens, tees, fairways and roughs
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(L to R) Speakers for the 2009 Field Day include: Malcom Sproul,
managing principal with LSA Associates, Karen Swaim, founder and
principal of Swaim Biological Incorporated, Host Golf Course Superin-
tendent Dave Davies, CGCS, at TPC San Francisco Bay at Stonebrae,
and Ali Harivandi, Ph.D., with the University of California Cooperative
Extension. Included on the impressive list of presenters (but missing
from the photo) was Steve Miller, executive director of Stonebrae, LP.

sity of California Cooperative Extension. The 2009
planning committee included: Co-Chairman Ali
Harivandi, Ph.D. (U.C. Cooperative Extension),
Co-Chairman Mike Souza (Richmond CC), and
committee members Steve Agin (Ruby Hill
GC), Thomas Bastis, CGCS (California GC), Gary
Carls, CGCS (Sunnyvale GC), Dean Cravalho
(Round Hill CC), Greg Dunn (West Coast Turf),
Greg Fernald (Target Specialty Products), Gary
Ingram, CGCS Metropolitan GL, Chris Mains
(Spring Valley GC), Rodney Muller (Tilden Park
GC), and Ryan Zuehlsdorf (Roddy Ranch GC).

“Thanks to the efforts of our education planning
committee and host facility we were able to create
a field day experience that was environmentally
explorative and informative” stated Co-Chairman Ali
Harivandi, Ph.D. “It isn’t often you’re able to study
a golf course setting that’s had the ecological and
environmental considerations like that of Stonebrae.”

Special thanks are extended to Host Superintendent
Dave Davies, CGCS, and the entire team at TPC
San Francisco Bay at Stonebrae for opening their
course and clubhouse to GCSANC members for what
proved to be, a spectacular field day.

See more photos on page 16.
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POLYON HOMOGENEOUS X-COTE

Minis
Short-Kot, 16-2-16) 56% GSR
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For More Information, Contact Your. BEST ©.
Distributor, or. Call 800-832-8891
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Farms Inc.

Quality sand based greens sod:

e Penn A4
e Dominant X-treme
¢ Northwest Poa Greens sod

1-800-267-7763 ww.bossod.com

Minimize damage to fairways & rough
Specializing in low impact vehicles
Providing Golf Superintendents certified arborist

services for over 20 years, leaders when it comes to
protecting and maintaining trees on golf courses.

Arbor \Vell

professional tree management

Contact us at 888.969.8733 or

www.arborwell.com

Hayward  Sacramento ¢ San Jose * San Mateo
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MEMBER UPDATE

NEW MEMBERS

Class C Sean McPhedran
Mayacama Golf Club

Affiliate ~ Andrew Staples
Golf Resource Group, Inc.

SM P.J. Kaner
Santa Teresa Golf Club

-

Members Terry Grasso, CGCS (Sequoyah CC) and Vince Keats
CGCS, Shadow Lakes/Deer Ridge GCs) enjoy the Field Day

experience at Stonebrae.

Class C Christoper Bennett
Mayacama Golf Club

Class C Thomas Doyle
Callippe Preserve Golf Course

RECLASSIFIED MEMBERS

Class A Don Naumann
Sierra Pacific Turf Supply, Inc.

N

Northern California Chapter’

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Have experience. Will travel.

If you're looking for some help on your course, consider
the Stores-on-Wheels". We can deliver agronomic
expertise, top brands and more straight to your course.
Call us at 1-800-321-5325. We can help with whatever
job you have in mind. www.JohnDeere.com/golf

GCSAA’oi @ JOHN DEERE
PLATINUM PARTNER GO'_F

Farmload Distributors (800) 322-8417

Bob Francischine Mike Farmen Thor Larson
209-747-2206 559-709-6295 831-277-4356

Bob Slater Pete Fredeen
530-219-4135 209-401-4868

Liguid F

Keith Giertych

Technical Sales Representalive

Cell: 408-687-3225

jce / Fax: 408-227-8623
kgiertych@growthproducts.com
www. GrowthProducts.com
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LIFE AWAY FROM THE MOWER AND THE SPRAY RIG

The golf business can be pretty
intense. You must have a special
passion to stay in the profession.
Many people choose to get out after
awhile because it can be too much
and affect ones health and family
situation. One must have some
interests away from the course to
create a balance. I come from back
east and grew up watching hockey.
The action is great to watch
especially live. You don’t have any
idea how big the players are or
how fast they can skate until you
are there. I met some people when
I moved to California who were
working in San Jose as off-ice officials for the National Hockey
League. I started going to most of the games and they asked me if
I would be interested in joining the crew. I now get paid to watch
hockey. The crew consists of timekeepers, penalty box attendants,
goal judges, and computer operators who keep all the stats. Some of
the jobs don’t really allow you to watch much of the action but some
do. Everybody on the crew grew up playing the game and many still
do. It is imperative that we know the rules in order to do our jobs.
Most people think that the sport is very violent and the players are a
bunch of goons but they are usually very polite and courteous. Their
athletic ability is incredible. The physical conditioning must to be
top notch. They can skate backwards faster than most people can go

Eml“ﬁ(@

by Tim Powers, CGCS
Crystal Springs CG

Feed Your Greens & Fairways

with Quality Products
from Ewing

QUALI-PRO

Call one of our Turf Specialists:
Jim Barbuto: 916-502-3287

Larry Kaiser: 415-250-3187

Mitch Tankersley: 408-410-1278

MEMBER

forwards and they change direction on a dime. The fans love the
game and things can get very loud as the playoffs approach and
intensify with each round. We have to be in the arena 90 minutes
before game time. We get a meal and can be eating next to some
greats of the game such as Wayne Gretzky, Grant Fuhr, Steve
Yzerman, and others. They are all friendly and love talking about the
game. Hockey players are usually very good golfers as well so we
have that to talk about. Golf course superintendents love watching
the game. I remember at the GIS in Atlanta a few years ago, the
Atlanta Thrashers were in town and there must have been at least
250 attendees at the game. We really don’t have much interaction
with the players. There are 41 regular season games plus three
preseason plus the playoffs. It can get a little busy at times but we
rarely have more than three games in a week. I want the league to
send me to Toronto for training in the summer time, as I know many
superintendents in the area. I also do a little collecting of memora-
bilia. It is a family thing. I have a flag signed by all living Masters
Champions except two, Jackie Burke Jr. and Severiano Ballesteros. 1
also have about 10 each of US Open, PGA, and British Open cham-
pions as well as various other events. I am working on getting a flag
from each of the USGA events. I have many LPGA autographs as
well since I watch them about twice a year as I have a friend who
has been on tour for five years. It has more meaning when you know
someone playing. The only time I rooted against my hometown Mets
was when a college friend was pitching for the Atlanta Braves. I have
stuff from all of the major sports but the concentration is on golf and
hockey. It will be a pain to move as I have lots a framed works. It is
fun and gives me something to do at events besides watch.

e Fertilizer

e Seed

¢ Insecticides & Fungicides
e Irrigation Supplies

MONSANTO @

Y
SEEDV/RESEARCH

OF OREGON, INC.

Visit us online: www.ewing1.com
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NAUMANN'’S

NORCAL NEWS

Gil Stiles has voluntarily left Santa Rosa Golf & Country Club.
An announcement of his new position will follow in a later
column. Gil is being replaced by Jeff Sutherland. Jeff had been
the super at Westin Mission Hills GC in Rancho Mirage...Jon
Christenson is the new superintendent at Santa Clara Golf and
Tennis Club. Jon was the Superintendent and General Manager
at Whispering Creek Golf Club in Sioux City, Iowa prior to
moving out west. He is replacing Matt Wisely who is now at
Alameda Muni (Chuck Corica Golf Complex) in Alameda...New
maintenance shops have been built and are now being occupied at
Shoreline Golf Links in Mountain View, (Steve Crane, Supt.) and
Blackberry Farm GC in Cupertino (D. Naumann, Supt.)....

GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Course tractors, mowers, etc.

Complete inventory list available

Call:  Bob Boldt
Boundary Oak Golf Course
(925) 525-4498
bobboldt@gmail.com

Northern California Chapter’ |

GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
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Biankinship & Associates

Golf Course Environmental Science- Planning
Compliance - Management - Permitting

Michael Blankinship, PE
Project Manager

322 C Street Tel 530.757.0941
Davis, CA 95616 Fax 530.757.0940
www.h2osci.com mike@h2osci.com

», . 1] ‘ ' 1
‘. 00 Q )
( Il
D, JAY A )
D/00 0
0 [ [
0 |
17
JYOWI
O 210) | b

THE GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

15




