
CONGRATULATIONS TO GCSANC 
MEMBERS IN ANAHEIM 

Solutions Challenge Winner at the GIS 

j $1,000 Worth of Eagle One Products Merchandise 
Donated by Eagle One Golf Products 

John P. Martin, Contra Costa Country Club, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 

Top Ten Finishes in the GCSAA Tournament 
in Palm Desert 

First place in the 2nd Flight: 
John Pina, La Rinconada CC, Los Gatos, CA 

Seventh place in the 2nd Flight: 
Pat Finlen, CGCS, The Olympic Club 

Eighth place in the 4th Flight: 
Tim Powers, CGCS, Crystal Springs GC 

Sixth place in the 6th Flight: 
Don Naumann, Blackberry Farms GC 

Fifth place in the Senior I: 
Dave Davies, CGCS, Stonbrae CC 
Fifth place in the Super Senior: 

Howard Fischer, Jr. 
Sixth place in the Super Senior: 

John Grant 

m m ANNUAL MEETING AND 
•3£S#yi « m i « l O f l RESULTS 

Ricky D. Heine, CGCS, President; 
David S. Downing II, CGCS, Vice President; 
Mark D. Kuhns, CGCS, Secretary/Treasurer. 

DIRECTORS: 

James R. Fitzroy, CGCS; 
Robert M. Randquist, CGCS; 

Patrick R. Finlen, CGCS; 
Sanford G. Queen, CGCS; 

Keith A. Ihms, CGCS. 

The immediate past president is Sean A. Hoolehan, CGCS. 

In addition, all amendments to the GCSAA bylaws were approved. 

What's Happening 
At Your Golf Course? 

Share It With Your Fellow Members! 
Help us make our magazine 

more interesting. 
It's easy, no writing required, 

guaranteed! • 

Contact Ken Williams, 
Editor of Thru the Green 

(650) 323-0937 voice 
(650) 323-6271 fax 

or 
kkwilliams@stanford.edu 

Developing Great 
Relationships 
Target Specialty Products has delivered value to 
golf course superintendents for over 35 years. 
We deliver value in the form of: 
Complete Product 
Line including: 

- Fertilizers 

• Herbicides 

• Fungicides 

• Insecticides 

• Spray Equipment 

• Safety Equipment 

• Soil Conditioners & Amendments 

Seminars & Training 

Written Recommendations 

Call Target Specialty Products for all your turf pest 
TARGET, management needs. 
^ Ü P Target Specialty Products 

SPECIALTY PnOOUCTS & f J 

Delivering Value 

•COOññO S a n Jose ' C A W* Sacramento, CA 
800-767-0719 KO0-TO-0816 

Visit us on the Web at: www.target-specialty.com 

mailto:kkwilliams@stanford.edu
http://www.target-specialty.com


The Cost of Fertilizer Rising Due to Demand For 
Ethanol Production 

By Steve Franzen 
Best Professional Products 

Inorganic fertilizers like urea, ammonium sulfate, and 
ammonium phosphates are the primary nutrient sources 
for golf and landscape maintenance. The cost of these 
fertilizers is influenced by many factors. Natural gas, 
used in the production on ammonia, is usually the 
primary driver. Lately though, another fuel has made 
a substantial impact. The governments support and 
subsidy for domestically produced biofuels, primarily 
ethanol produced from corn, is having a huge impact 
on the availability and price for the fertilizer you will be 
using this season and perhaps, for years to come. 

In the anticipation of several hundred more ethanol plants 
being completed in the near future, corn prices have 

nearly doubled from the traditional range of $2.00/bushel 
to nearly $4.00/bushel. The amount of corn planted is 
increasing dramatically as well. A USDA Forecast predicts 
87 million acres of corn will be planted in 2007. This is an 
11% increase (8.7 million acres) from 2006. U.S. nutrient 
consumption is expected to increase as well to 13 million 
tons of Nitrogen, 4.8 million tons of Phosphate and 5 
million tons of Potash. This represents a 7-9% increase in 
total nutrient use over the 21 million tons consumed in 
FY05/06. So why should the golf and landscape industry 
be concerned about the agricultural forecast and acres 
of corn planted? Golf and Landscape represent less than 
5% of the total U.S. fertilizer consumption but the 

(Continued on Page 15) 

The new choice for 
Reliabus performii 
Introducing Propiconazole 14.3, the newest addition to Quali-Pro's ever-expanding 
California product portfolio. Powered by the same active ingredient as Banner Maxx7 
Propiconazole 14.3 gives superintendents choice control. Get the systemic disease control, 
long-lasting residual, tank-mix stability and excellent coverage you expect with new 
Propiconazole 14.3 fungicide from Quali-Pro. Choose quality and value, go with Quali-Pro. 

For more information, please contact Mike Blume at 
206-571-7218 or visit www.quali-pro.com. 

Propiconazole 
143 n»v/ Fungicide 

Quali-Pro California Portfolio 2007 

PROFESSIONAL TURF & ORNAMENTAL PRODUCTS 
©2007 FarmSaver.com. Quali-Pro is a registered trademark ofFarmSaver.com LLC. 
Banner and Maxx are trademarks of Syngenta Group Company. Always read and follow label directions. 

Propiconazole 14.3 
Imidacloprid 0.5 G 

Imidacloprid 75 WSB 
Chlopyrifos 4E 

Prodiamine 65 WDG 

Oryzalin 4 Pro 
GlyphosateT&O 

Chlorothalonil DF 
Chlorothalonil 720 
Mefenoxam 2 AQ 

http://www.quali-pro.com


David Sexton, CGCS 
Golf Course Superintendent 
Meadow Club 

Name: David Sexton 

Employer: Meadow Club 

Position: Superintendent: 26 years 

Years in the Golf Business: 30 years 

Previous Employment: Ojai Valley Inn 

Education: B.S., Ornamental Horticulture, Cal Poly 
SLO, 1976 

GCSANC Work or Interests: Past Director and Secretary/ 
Treasurer of GCSANC 

Other Organizations: SFBBO 

Family: Married, Daughter Sasha, who is attending 
college in San Diego 

Interests Outside of Golf: Camping, Birding 

Favorite Vacation: Staying at my future home in 
Graeagle 

Best Golf Related Memory: Watching Tom Watson chip 
in on the 17th at Pebble Beach at the 1982 US Open 

Favorite Course to Play: Graeagle Meadows 

Course You'd Like to Visit: Bandon Dunes 

Strangest Thing You've Witnessed On The Golf Course: 
A large goose that adopted a family of ducklings. It 
followed them everywhere and protected them by very 
loud honking whenever anyone got too close. 

Worst Comment/Question From a Member: When I 
asked a Green Chairman about a surprise purchase he had 
made for the golf course, what account should I use, he 
replied "On account of I wanted it." 

What You'd Be Doing If You Weren't Involved With 

Golf: Research Biologist or a CPA 

MEADOW CLUB 

TURF TIME WEST 
KEEPS YOUR TURF HEALTHY! 
Greens • Tee Boxes • Fairways 

We have 5 Deep Drill 
machines. 18 greens can 

be aerified in one day. 
Fast heal time. 

Experience • Service • Proven Results 
Drilling since 1993 
Turf Time West Deep Drill Aerification 
Larry Lane, owner 
1.800.994.0004 
For additional infomation visit our 

Our deep drill aerification process promotes a 
healthy root system, increases oxygen level in 
soil, increases water percolation, and relieves 
compacted soil. Easy clean up. 

We have 5 Deep Drill 
and Fill machines. 
The holes are filled 
with the amendment 
of your choice. 



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

LOOKING TO ATTRACT ATTENTION IN THE TURF INDUSTRY? 

Place an ad in one of the turf industry's 
most read newsletters and you'll attract GREEN! 

To place an ad in 2007 GCSANC bimonthly newsletter, please contact Association Manager, 
Barb Mikel for more information. Toll Free at 877-942-7262 or 530-626-0931. 

Fioratine 
Creative Solutions 

Products Group 

Farmload Distributors 

For Turf 

(800) 322-8417 
Your Exclusive Northern California Dealers 

Dana Waldor 
916-595-4287 

Bob Francischine 
209-747-2206 

Mike Farmen 
559-709-6295 

Thor Larson 
831-277-4356 

Pete Fredeen 
209-401-4868 

I P6M PARTNERS W IT r I BW» ^wM^» f i l ^ i l P i i V J J J J J Ww 

€CS*A ?u;t MJ 
AGRONOMIST 

The Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA) 
has partnered with the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (GCSAA) to add a full-time 
agronomist to its tournament operations team. 

The agronomist will assist LPGA tournament operations 
staff in developing consistent course conditions and 
serve as a liaison between the LPGA and the host 
facility golf course management team. The GCSAA will 
conduct a national search for the position beginning 
next month and have targeted early July as the start 
date for the candidate. 

"We announced this to the Tour members at last night's 
player meeting and the response could not have been 
more enthusiastic," said LPGA Commissioner Carolyn 
F. Bivens. "We are fortunate to play at terrific venues, 
and having a full-time agronomist will only enhance 
our competitions and the stages on which we play." 
The position will be a GCSAA employee, however, he 
or she will work closely with the LPGA staff and golf 
course superintendents at LPGA tournament sites.The 
desired outcome is to achieve consistent course set up 
conditions (fairway width, height of cut for roughs and 
fairways, green speed, etc.) for the LPGA events. 

"We are pleased to offer this service to the LPGA," said 
GCSAA Chief Executive Officer Steve Mona, a member 
of the LPGA Commissioner's Advisory Council. "A 
need was identified and we have the means to fulfill 
it. Having a full-time agronomist will be a significant 
benefit to the staff and players." 

• Anaheim 
• Roseville 

• Concord 
• San Diego 

• Palm Desert 
• San Jose 

• Petaluma 
• Upland 

• Rancho Cordova 

Log onto www.lesco.com to find 
the location nearest you or call 

8 0 0 , 3 2 1 . 5 3 2 5 

http://www.lesco.com


(Continued from page 12) 

The Cost of Fertilizer Rising Due to Demand For 
Ethanol Production 

price and availability of fertilizer used in our industry is 
tied closely to the cost of agricultural inputs. The U.S. 
market is expected to be about two million tons short of 
urea. Urea is the most widely used nitrogen source for 
turf. Whether it is a reacted product like Nutralene® or 
Nitroform®, a stabilized nitrogen product like Umaxx®, or 
coated products like Polyon® or Polymer Coasted Sulfur 
Coated Urea, they all begin as Urea. Some are predicting 
not only higher prices, but serious shortages. 

Fertilizer prices have not seen these kinds of increases 
since price controls were lifted in 1973. Combined with 
a brief grain shortage, prices rose significantly and then 
retreated almost as rapidly as production again overtook 
demand. When hurricane Katrina crippled a significant 
amount of the U.S. Natural Gas production it caused 
a sharp increase in the cost and considerably reduced 
domestic ammonia/urea production. Many ammonia/ 
urea plants across the nation were idled or dismantled. 
Combine that with a limited physical infrastructure to 
import/deliver urea and ammonia to the major growing 
regions, you have a "perfect storm" for higher costs and 
probable shortage. Urea prices are approximately 50% 
more than a year ago and Ammonia has returned to the 
record levels of the Katrina effect of last year. 

The other primary nutrients, phosphate and potash 
are increasing as well. Wholesale prices for DAP (di-
ammonium phosphate) and MAP (mono-ammonium 
phosphate) are currently 27-44% over last years prices. 
Potash has gone up about 11% in the past 20 months. 
Not to be out done, micro-nutrients like iron, manganese, 
and zinc are also more expensive. 

So what course of action makes sense under these 
circumstances? First of all plan your needs early and 
obtain your fertilizer ahead of your desired application 
date. "Get er done" sooner rather than later will ensure 
you compensate for availability challenges. Evaluate your 

program and use just what you need. Perhaps a straight 
nitrogen treatment in place of a complete N-P-K application 
will be sufficient and save some expense. Micro- nutrients 
are expensive so if you need them make sure they are in a 
form that does you some good. A blended fertilizer that 
contains 2% Iron usually means that 4% of the ton (80#) 
is iron. If you are applying 5# of that fertilizer to 1,000 
sq. feet (220#/acre) you will be applying just 3.2 ounces 
(8.8#/acre) of iron pellets. It is virtually impossible to 
cover 1,000 sq. feet effectively with 3.2 ounces of iron 
pellets. In a homogeneous fertilizer with iron every pellet 
applied will contain iron providing uniform coverage. 
This dramatically increases your chances for an effective 
iron application. 

Fertilizer is fortunately a small part of most golf or 
landscape maintenance company's budgets. Labor, 
equipment, fuel and insurance are usually larger expense 
items. Another thing you can do to help minimize the 
effect of higher fertilizer costs is to buy better fertilizer. 
Higher quality fertilizer, that contains "slow release" 
nitrogen, usually last twice as long as cheaper versions. 
They should cost you less labor to maintain. This reduces 
three of your major expenses, labor, equipment, and fuel. 
An application plan will also help target usage and should 
result in better timed and hopefully fewer applications. 

While the ethanol boom is good for Americas dependence 
on imported oil, it is presenting some serious challenges 
for turf managers and golf course superintendents. To 
cope with higher fertilizer costs and potential shortages 
make sure you have your fertilizer well in advance of 
when you need it and use better quality longer lasting 
fertilizer. Your customers, manager, or greens committee 
will appreciate it. 

Nutralene, Nitroform, and Polyon are registered trademarks of 
Agrim Advanced Technologies. Umaxx is a registered trademark 
of Agrotain International. 


