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From The President

Many thanks to Pete Dempsey, Golf Course
Superintendent and the staff at Adobe Creek Golf
Club. Once again we had an excellent turnout for
our monthly meeting and program. The Media
Relations Program was well received and was a
topic of conversation later on out on the golf
course. Talking about the course, did Pete really
want us to play from Blue Tees? Anyway, everyone
I talked to thoroughly enjoyed the course and how
it played. Thanks again, Pete, for hosting our
monthly Association Meeting, it is appreciated.

Start making plans for our Annual Scholarship
Tournament to be held on August 20th. The golf
course is Diablo Grande which is located in the
great Central Valley. Our host will be Pete Bow-
man, CGCS, past president of the California Golf
Course Superintendents Association.

If any of our members do read this column, then I
would like to remind them of what our responsibili-
ties as members of the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of Northern California are:

» Adhere to Association Code of Ethics.

« Dressing in good taste at all meetings and
when playing golf. It is also your responsibility
to notify your guest of the required dress code.

« Members are limited to one guest.

» .All members and guests must attend meeting
and meal in order to have golfing privileges.

» Golf at any other time than a meeting is a
special privilege that must be arranged in
advance with the superintendent on the course
you wish to play on. In order to promote the
fact that we are a professional organization it is
up to all of us as Directors and Association
members to act in a professional manner.

So think about it.
Joseph Rodriguez, CGCS
President

Office Notes
By: Barbara Mikel

I had a call the other day from a Superintendent
wondering if he had enough time in service to
apply for a Class A upgrade. Your Association
bylaws have recently changed regarding the time
required for Class A, Class B and Class C. Those
revised bylaws are in the new directory you will be
receiving. When the workload slows take a moment
to review those bylaws if you want to apply for
upgrade. Call the office for an application. This

Joseph Rodriguez, CGCS
GCSANC President 1996-1997

Scholarship Committee
Begins Campaign For
Recipients

This year’s Scholarship Committee is search-
ing for key individuals who qualify for scholar-
ship funds. These funds are available to you, your
employees, or any individual who is taking
classes that are related to the Turfgrass industry
These scholarships are directed to those candi-
dates who have intentions to develop their
careers toward the management of Turfgrass
within the golf course industry or any other
related service. Each candidate must be a current
resident of Northern California, but may be
attending a school outside of our region. Any
interested party may contact Gary Carls at 408-
453-5330 or Barbara Mikel at 916-626-0931.
Further note, an application packet will be sent to
each golf course superintendent by the end of
August. Please note that we are looking for your
input and recommendations to help find qualified
students. Thank you.

application doesn’t require attestor signatures or
fees. It is reviewed by the Membership Commit-
tee and approved by the Board of Directors
assuming the requirements for the upgrade have
been met. There will be a general membership
review prior to the dues renewal notice mailing
in October and membership classifications will
be changed reflecting the new GCSANC bylaw
adopted in April, 1996.
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d.ife At 3/16"

By Pat Gross, USGA Green Section

ou’ve heeded the warnings and
-i raised your putting green cutting

height to 3/16" just like all the
experts have told you. All the greens are
healthy and it looks like you’re going to
have a good summer. Just when you’re
proud and confident of your accomplish-
ments, the golfers start complaining that the
greens are too slow. “Cut ‘em lower” they
cry, “turn off the water,” “they need more
verticutting,” and the ever popular “I don’t
care what you do, but they better be rolling
10' for the big tournament!” Don’t they
remember all the disease and turf loss that
occurred when you tried to keep them fast
all summer?

Mowing at 3/16" is a prudent practice for
creeping bentgrass/Poa annua greens during
the summer. There is no doubt that the
increased mowing height improves turfgrass
stress tolerance during the summer, and yes,
the greens are going to be a little slower.
qnslead of caving-in to demands to lower the

USGA

mowing height, there are several things you
can do to improve ball roll and keep the turf
healthy at 3/16":

1. Keep ‘em Sharp — Greens suffer just as
much from a poor quality cut as they do
from an excessively low mowing height.
Your mechanic should check the cutting
units daily when they come in from mow-
ing, and make any necessary adjustments.
Weekly or biweekly back lapping along with
checking the bedknife will keep the cutting
units sharp at all times.

2. Proper Irrigation — Irrigation manage-
ment is far and away the most important
practice for maintaining healthy turf at any
cutting height. With creeping bentgrass/Poa
annua greens, the goal is to keep the soil
uniformly most, but not wet. If you are on a
leaching program to control salinity, g0
ahead and give the greens a good long
soaking when necessary (4 to 6 hours) and
then turn off the automatic system and go to
hand watering for as long as possible.

Overly wet greens are slow, bumpy, and
disease prone.

3. Double Mowing — Consider double
mowing your greens once a week. This is a
good practice to improve surface smooth-
ness without having to lower the cutting
height. If you are short on labor, you can
use a triplex mower in one direction and
hand mow in the opposite direction, or even
double mow with the triplex units.

4. Light Topdressing — If the turf is
healthy and the temperatures are not too
high, it is perfectly fine to apply light sand
topdressing to smooth the surface. Many
superintendents refer to this as “dusting the
greens” with approximately 0.1 to 0.3 cu.
yds. of sand per 1000 sq. ft. every two to
four weeks. Topdressing should be sus-
pended at the first sign of turf stress or if
temperatures are expected above 90° F.

5. Grooming — Groomer attachments are
great tools to improve the quality of cut and

Continued on page 7/

Supporter Listing

EQUIPMENT ADVISOR

JAMES SHERMAN JR.

1 (800) 655-8873
2715 LAFAYETTE STREET » SANTA CLARA, CA 95050

JOHN DEERE
TURE &d;&%i}TTBIAL CUSHMAN
CLUB CAR
Qsmcg 1968 LAND PRIDE SCOTTS PROTURF
HOWARD PRICE
SALES » PARTS « SERVICE DAIHATSU

Pumping Systems
Industry Leaders in o
Quality, Service H K
and Innovation :
Wes Hall

619-747-1662

Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbicides,
Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease testing.
Chuck Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep. 510-791-8985

CALCIUM

Pacific Pearl Oyster Shell — the most efficient calcium for the
turfcare professional. Available from your fertilizer dealer.

For Technical assistance call John Mazura.
Jericho Products, Inc. 707-762-7251

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and
field staking.

510-939-3985 FAX 510-932-5671

Space Available
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Boardroom Briefs

» An effort to increase student awareness of
GCSANC Turf Scholarships will be the
emphasis of the Scholarship Committee this
fall. In addition the Committee intends to
become more selective in the awards process,
choosing only those students who have an
interest in Turfgrass Management..

» Research Chairperson, Dave Davies, will tour
the research plots at the Santa Clara Field
Station and Sunnyvale Municipal Golf
Course in August. Dave will be reviewing
current projects and establishing the direction
of future projects with Turfgrass advisor, Dr.
Ali Harivandi

» A*new look” membership card has been
proposed for GCSANC members. Concepts
for the new card will be reviewed at an up-
coming board meeting and may include such
member information as club address, years of
membership, and GCSANC logo.

» Dave Davies will be representing the Board
of Directors when he travels to Lawrence,
Kansas, to participate in the Chapter Rela-
tions Meeting, Sept. 7 & 8.

» A Recommendation was made and approved
to explore the possibility of marketing a
limited line of GCSANC logoed apparel.

Northern California
Superintendent Receives

Professional Certification

Barry Scott Szydloski, Director of Grounds at Blackhawk
Country Club, has been designated a Certified Golf Course Superin-
tendent (CGCS) by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America (GCSAA).

Szydloski has been superintendent of the Danville, California
course, since 1996. He lives in Discovery Bay, California.

GCSAA instituted the certification program in 1971 to recognize
outstanding and progressive superintendents. More than 1,500
active GCSAA members currently hold “CGCS” status.

To become certified, a candidate must have five years’ experience
as a golf course superintendent, be employed in that capacity and
meet specific educational requirements of college credit or continu-
ing education units. The candidate must then pass a rigorous six-
hour examination covering knowledge of GCSAA and its Certifica-
tion Program; the Rules of Golf; Turfgrass Management; Pest
Management, Safety and Compliance; and Financial and Organiza-
tional Management.

As part of the certification process, an on-site inspection of
Szydloski’s golf course operation was conducted by two certified
golf course superintendents: Ken Williams, CGCS, at Stanford
University Golf Course, Stanford, California, and Rafael Barajas,
CGCS, at Hacienda Golf Club, La Habra Heights, California.

Naumann’s
NorCal News

Mike Barber is the new superintendent at Blackhawk
Country Club in Danville. Mike will be working with the
Director of Grounds, Scott Sydloski. Mike was the
assistant under Scott Lewis at Menlo CC.. . ... Mike
Basile is finishing up a total reconstruction of all 19
greens at Santa Clara G & TC in Santa Clara. Flint
Construction was the contractor and J. Michael Poellot and
Associates was the Architect.

Tom Jackson
Don Naumann
Ron Seibel

510 Salmar Avenue « Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 374-4700 - (800) 827-TURF -« Fax (408) 374-4773

Your complete source for fertilizers, seed, chemicals,
amendments, tools, irrigation, drainage,
Otterbine Aerators and much more.

AUTOMATIC “‘ RAIN COMPANY

800-376-5600
San Jose » Heavy Turf Division « Menlo Park « Napa -
Salinas « San Rafael - Concord - Santa Rosa
Vacaville « Dublin « Fresno « Merced




In A Class By Itself.

Medalist Gold is like no other
perennial ryegrass in the world.

Made up of a balanced blend of APM, Dandy
and Target ryegrasses, Medalist Gold is
resistant to drought as well as to disease, making
it ideal for winter overseeding.

But that’s not all. Medalist Gold also shows
good resistance to summer diseases including
brown patch and pythium. With its high density
and fine leaf texture, Medalist Gold is a
natural for private lawns, sports fields, parks and
other high use, high traffic play areas.

Medalist Gold will perform well when
mixed with a blend of Kentucky bluegrasses and
is excellent for winter overseeding of dormant
warm season turfgrasses.

Call your Medalist America representative
at 800-568-TURF for information about
Medalist Gold.
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Select Trees For Quality

Steve Jones - Valley Crest Tree Co.
rees are a significant resource in a golf course setting,
I providing both aesthetic and strategic value. Proper selec-
tion, including quality and variety, ensures enjoyment for the
lifespan of the tree.

Selection for quality begins with an understanding of how the tree
has been cared for in the nursery. In general, trees that have been
topped should always be avoided. Topping is a random severe cut of
the dominant leaders of a tree. Topped trees will send out a spray of
new branches from the same location on the trunk. These new
branches will have a very weak attachment and may break off in the
future. Also, topping removes a large portion of the foliage which
deprives the tree of crucial nutrients and shade.

Selective pruning, in contrast, is a well thought out cut, made to
the dominant leaders of a tree, promoting side branching increasing
the potential for a healthy and strong tree. The cut is made at an
angle and performed at the ideal time of year in order to prevent
pests from entering the fresh wound. Young trees, which require
their leaders to be selectively pruned will have good trunk taper and
will not have the negative effects found in trees that have been
topped. Common trees that are selectively pruned in the nursery are
Raywood Ash, Chinese Tallow, and Chinese Pistache.

Simply because a tree was cut in a nursery is no reason in itself to
reject it. Trees should be selected for their well spaced branches,

tential for future structure, tapered trunks, and young radiating

él systems. Work closely with your sales representative to ensure
at the trees you buy have the potential to develop into strong
healthy trees. Selecting trees with quality in mind, allows one to
avoid unnecessary replacement costs and future maintenance

problems. 4p-

FYI -

CGCSA Job Hotline
619-497-5170

» Golf Course Accessories

« Parts & Supply

« Scotts Fertilizer & Seed

» Chemical Application Truck

One Call.

FARWEST SUPPLY - Benicia, CA

Dave Scattergood (800) 646-8873 or @
Leon Snethen (707) 745-8873
Randy Finken (707) 745-8874 (Fax)

Youwr )
Custom Blending Fertilizers for,Greens, Tees and Fairways

caU/ Tim Ahrens, Ph.D.
Certified Agronomist& PCA
(800) TURF DOC

3‘? Pr%cript’ww
°\,\ 20, Turf & OrnamenTal

0 i
\ ’{ Division of Associated-Tagline, Inc.

P.O. Box 1330, Salinas, CA 93902

Pacific OpenSpace, Inc.
& North Coast Native Nursery

Drought tolerant landscaping of roughs
Mitigation, restoration and erosion control plans
Design, consultation and installation services
Extensive inventory of native California species
Contract collection and propagation

707-769-1213
P.O. Box 744, Petaluma, CA 94953 « FAX 707-769-1230

TOMOGENEOUS POILYON

PELLETS 1 YLIUMW

YOUR INVESTMENT IN TURF PERFORMANCE!

For more information, call your BEST® Area Manager,
Steve Franzen, at (800) 992-6066 o

Craig Linquist
Estimator
Certified Arborist No. 1510

825 Mabury Road, San Jose, California 95133
Tel: (408) 453-5922 » FAX: (408) 437-1817

A\R|BJOJR,
ClA

a division of ENVIRONMENTAL CARE, INC.
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The Presidents Report 1932

T he year 1932 has now passed into history. It was a year which the greenkeepers will

remember as the time when all turf ailments were stacked against him. We had a

week of record low temperature which gave most of us another experience in caring
for greens. As an Association it should give us great courage and a measure of satisfaction
to know that we are gaining in numbers and prestige. After being organized only nine
months, and this is but rightly so for our aim is not only to better conditions for ourselves,
but for every individual; that plays golf in this section.

The past nine months we have had some very interesting meetings and some good talks
on fertilizers upkeep etc. The start we have made in this direction proves that it is practical
to arrange a series of lectures on any subject that pertains to our line of work. I would like
to call to the attention of every greenkeeper in our organization that the time of one day a
month would be well spend in attending these meetings. We must never let up our efforts to
make our gatherings worth while so that on leaving we may have attained some knowledge
of greenkeeping that we did not have before. I wish at this time to extend my thanks to Mr.
Bishop, Mr. Graves and Chas Berg for the efforts they made in demonstrating their various
pieces of equipment. I would like to see one meeting day set apart for such demonstrations
and invite the heads of the various clubs to be our guests on that day. It would bring to their
attention the real value of this organization. Greenkeeping today is something more than
pushing a hand mower.

Mother Nature is continually working not for the greenkeeper but against him. Here in
California she is at it the year round, bringing on her vast array of pests, such as wire
worms, but worms, ants, grubs, red mildew, sorrel, etc. Every one of these could ruin a fine
piece of turf in short order if not controlled. And we must know how to do the right thing at
the right time. I mention these things to emphasize the fact that delay is dangerous in
treating any of the above pests. It is up to the man on the job to act and act quick.

In closing it is a pleasure to mention the fine fellowship that prevails throughout the
organization and I cannot overlook the excellent work done by our Secretary, Sam Smith.
Wishing you all a very prosperous New Year.

Yours truly,
Will Rogers, President
January Meeting

707-747-5000
PREMIUM QUALITY BENTGRASS
SOD WASHED OR ON SAND, WRYALL
INSTALLATION AND CONTRACT DRIVE IT TO WORK. [EF3=3.
GROW AVAILABLE.

WEST COAST * 1200 Ib. Cap.

rsoosiso W] URE | | 0 Dure

* Demos For Sale
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Life At 3/16" (Cont’d)

ooth the greens, especially at increased

owing heights. The groomers can be used on a
frequency of two to three times per week as
long as the turf is actively growing. The is
another practice that should be suspended at the
first sign of turf stress.
6. Rolling — Putting green rollers have proven
to be very effective tools to maintain surface
smoothness and slightly increase speed without
negatively impacting turf health. The rollers
should only be used two to three times per week
to avoid abrasion injury.

Management Books
Available to

Superintendents

Two books, recently released by Arbor Press
in conjunction with the GCSAA have been
published to assist superintendents with
frequently encountered management issues.
Human Resources for Golf Course Superin-
tendents by Robert A. Milligan and Thomas R.
Maloney ($34.95) includes sections on

anization and planning; goal achievement;
tracting, choosing, training and managing
employees; leadership; communication and
motivation. The text is clear and filled with
case studies and anecdotal material, listing
questions and answers, and points to ponder.

It’s companion piece, is the Superinten-
dents Handbook of Financial Management
by Dr. Raymond S. Schmidgall ($34.95).
Besides basic accounting principles, the book
steer into financial statements, budgets and
break-even analysis. Working problems and
multiple choice tests are included. For more
information, contact the GCSAA Information
Services Department.

When asked their preference for speed or
smoothness, most golfers agree that surface
smoothness is most important. Smooth
greens with reasonable speed can be
achieved without having to lower the
mowing height by paying lose attention to
the previously mentioned practices. And if
the golfers persist in their desire for light-
ning fact greens during the summer, remind
them that “slow grass is better than fast

dirt.” *

Audobon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program
—A Story of Success

Golf Courses continued their strong
involvement in the Audobon Cooperative
Sanctuary System in 1995. At an average of
120 acres or more, they represent some of
the most extensive sanctuary areas in the
country. The results of the Audobon Coop-
erative Sanctuary Program are dramatic.
ACSP members are literallly transforming
their courses to improve habitat, protect
water sources, and reduce water and
pesticide use. ACSP members are also
documenting the valuable role that golf
courses play in providing habitat, particu-
larly in urban and suburban areas. In 1995,
the number of courses fully-certified grew to
57, while 61 began the certification process
by completing environmental plans. These
courses are leading the golf industry by
making habitat protection and environmental
conservation the standard for golf course
management.

Institute Returns To The Beach

The GCSANC educational showcase, The Superintendents Institute, is ready to rumble with the
recent finalization of the seminar program. This year’s event, to be held in the ever popular
Coconut Grove, is scheduled for Monday, November 11th and Tuesday November 12th. This
year’s format offers a new twist with golf preceding the seminar on Monday at 12:00 noon. Eighty
golfers will enjoy one of the legendary Golf Course Architect, Allister McKenzie’s finest,

Pasatiempo Golf Course.

This year’s program will feature two central themes; drainage and waste management. Attendees
mexposed to the principles of drainage, water movement in soils and drainage solutions in the
ing session, and topics such as managing liquid and solid waste in the afternoon. The seminar
will conclude with an informative panel discussion on drainage, featuring three talented superin=
tendents. Look for more information and registration forms in early fall.

Rodent Control Specialists

Landscape Pest Control
Services, Inc.

Allen Tunberg
Pest Control Advisor and Operator
P.O. Box 1166
Pleasanton, CA 94566
(510) 426-8461

State License No. 05647

R.V. @

Thompson
Golf
Distributor
(800) 987-4002
¢ Plumbing

¢ Irrigation
® Waterworks

Don Allen, Manager
Member GCSANC

Animal
Damage
Management

Rodents, Birds &
Other Nuisance Animals

Controlled
1-800-292-9845




