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From The President

hope we will have more typical

summertime weather. It has been a
wild winter and spring, with many of us
receiving up to twice our normal rainfall.
Throw in a few wind storms and some
flooding, and it adds up to an intense
springtime work load. As I compose this
message in mid-May, I still have a crew
clearing out downed tree stumps and
topdressing out tire ruts from stuck
mowers this spring. I know I'm not alone
in this extra workload. Much of the turf
will still be recovering from the severity
of this past winter, well into the summer.
Maybe then, we can sit back and take a
well deserved break.

I managed a brief break a few weeks
ago to go to San Diego for the CGCSA
Annual Meeting. The educational ses-
sions were excellent, with great talks by
Dr. Harivandi, Dr. Kopec, Dr. Nelson and
Dr. Vargas. Carol Gallagher, who spoke
at our own institute, gave a brief overview
of hiring and keeping good employees.
Gary Grigg, CGCS, President of GCSAA
presented us with a very fast paced review

J une has finally arrived, and with it I

Lone Tree Golf Course
May 15, 1995

Tournament Results

Gross

Ken Drew 70
Scott Pajak 75
John McMillen 76

Net
Ram Pal 66
Jim Karick 68
Willard Hayes 72

of where GCSAA is heading in the next few
years. Check out page 4 for a more thorough
review of GCSAA. By the way, have you
noticed that GCSAA has selected San Diego
to host our national conference in the year
2001. San Diego will be a great addition to
our rotation.

The CGCSA and GCSAA will be conduct-
ing a statewide salary and benefit survey in a
few months. This survey, unlike the one that
GCSAA does by itself, will be custom
tailored for each chapter and broken down to
response areas that we hope will be very
useful for our members. Your valid input is
vital to the success of this survey. More
information will be available in a month or
two.

Once again, please feel free to contact me
or any board member with any comments or
suggestions.

Thank you for your support.

Richard Lavine, CGC'
President

Office Notes

By Barbara Mikel
aybe, just maybe spring is here?
M Official rainfall measured in my
neighborhood was 65 inches as of
the last storm.

In case you missed the Lone Tree meeting,
it was decided to reinstitute a "name badge"
policy. If you show up at a meeting without
your association name badge, you will
“contribute” $1.00 to the Scholarship/Re-
search Fund.

If you need a new name badge, contact the
office. Leave your name, club, course or
company and city. I will order a new name
badge for you.

A new membership directory is in the
works. We hope to have it distributed with
Turfgrass Culture by the end of June.
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New Research Locates Friendly Microbes

future of golf course man-
agement? Maybe. Should we
all run out and buy tons of
these materials? Probably
not yet, but the next genera-
tion of superintendents might
be referring to these soil
microbes just as casually as
we refer to N, P, and K.

he label on the bag
says it contains
Trichoderma,

Gliocladium, Enterobacter,
and Pseudomas. The
question is, what do you do
with it?

Do you A) Haul it to a toxic
waste dump, B) Use it to

brew your herbal tea, Is this new technology?
C) Call your local witch Definitely not. Is this new
doctor to report that you research? Definitely! Past
found his magic potion, generations of golf course
D) Apply it to your greens,  superintendents applied

tees and fairways. Well, if
you've attended the recent
CGCSA Meeting in San
Diego, then you know that
those are the names of
various beneficial soil
microbes. Are these the

many of these microbes to
their golf courses without
knowledge. These microbes,
and many others are found in
composted organic wastes.
These composts were
topdressed into the soils, and

organic fertilizers were
applied directly to the turf.

This new research comes
from the laboratories of Dr.
Eric Nelson at Comell
University. They have
isolated organisms that cause
suppression of many of the
soil borne parasitic fungi of
Turfgrasses. They have also
isolated microbes that aid in
nitrogen breakdown and
thatch reduction.

Some of these materials
are available commercially
right now. You can bet that
additional material will be
available soon. One word of
caution, however; Research.
Check out the trade journals
and other sources of research

SUPPORTER LISTING
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data. Look for independent
university research that
identifies specific microbes.
Do your own research on
nursery greens. Ask lots of
questions. Do pesticides kill
off beneficial microbes, and
if so, which chemicals?
Don't think that this is a cure
all for all of your problems.
There are no substitutes now,
nor will there ever be, for
good sound agronomic
practices. This new research/
old technology is another
tool for us to use in our
overall management pro-
gram.

SCOTTS PROTURF

Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbi-
cides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease
testing.

Chick Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep

CALCIUM

Pacific Pearl Oyster Shell -- the most efficient calcium for
the turfcare professional. Available from your fertilizer
dealer.

510-791-8985

For technical assistance Call John Mazura
Jerico Products, Inc. 707-762-7251

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC.

Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services
including bid-document development, hydraulic analysis, and
field staking.

510-939-3985 510-932-5671 FAX

o8 1f you wish to place your Ad in Thru The Green
contact Barbara Mikel at the GCSANC Office.  Phone:
(916) 626-0931

Contra Costa
Landscaping, Inc.

27 Years - State License #263333
All Aspects of Golf Construction
Greens - Tees - Bunkers - Seeding - Hydroseeding
Lakes - Pump Stations - Drainage
Quality Work - Competitive Prices
Jim Duhig (800) 498-7339
(510) 229-1060

Pumping Systems
Industry Leaders in

Quality, Service
and Innovation

Wes Hall S
619-747-1662
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uest speaker at our
recent CGCSA
Meeting in San

Diego was GCSAA President
Gary Grigg, CGCS. He
outlined very briefly some
Board actions that were
taken at the pre and post
conference meeting, as well
as the recent early May
Board Meeting.

» The Board of Directors and
staff, seeing that the original
three mandates (getting
house in order, restoring
broken relationships, and
increasing member involve-
ment) were satisfied, devel-
oped an additional three
mandates that they will use
to drive the Association for
the next three to five years.
The mandates are: 1. En-
hance the image of the Golf
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GCSAA UPDATE

Course Superintendent's
profession. 2. Communicate
the positive impact of golf on
the environment. 3. Work
with the chapters to serve the
members. Along with the
initial three mandates that
tell the Association how to
function, these new mandates
will provide the association
with a more defined direction
and purpose.

 “Par For the Course” was
renewed for 32 more epi-
sodes for one more year.
ESPN wanted 52 more
episodes but the GCSAA
opted for 32, and will work
at achieving a better time
slot, especially on the West
Coast.

» The GCSAA has entered
into a partnership with the
EPA, FDA, and the USDA in

Grass Carp Update

By Bob Costa

enate Bill SB 157,
S which would have

legalized the use of
sterile Grass Carp in con-
trolled waterways, has
suffered a serious blow. The
bill, authored by Senator
Kelley, was presented before
the Natural Resources and
Wildlife Committee in April.
After two re-writes, a
modified version of the
original bill was approved,
limiting the use of sterile
Grass Carp to Imperial and
Riverside Counties. The bill,
in it’s present form, must
now go before the Senate
Appropriations Committee
before being voted on by the

Senate and Assembly. Jim
Husting, who spearheaded
the effort on behalf of the
CGCSA stated that opposi-
tion from the Pacific Coast -
Fisherman’s Association was
just too strong. The fear on
behalf of the Association was
that non-sterile fish may
escape into unconfined
waterways, and because of
the Grass Carp’s voracious
appetite, destroy commercial
fish habitat. It appears _
unlikely that Grass Carp will
attain widespread legal status
in Califomnia in the near
future, eliminating what
would have been a biological
alternative to aquatic weed

a program called the ‘Envi-
ronmental Steward Program.’
* GCSAA and the Chapter
Relations Department will
be providing us with "image
building materials" to help us
in our quest for recognition
within the golfing commu-
nity.

» The GCSAA will start an
“Affiliate Chapter Logo
Merchandise Program” that
will allow us to provide
GCSANC logo merchandise
to you at very reasonable
prices.

» The GCSAA has com-
pletely changed the CGCS
attesting form and will be
working through the local
chapters to provide attesting
for new CGCS candidates.
Attestors will receive a .5
CEU's for their efforts.

management for golf course
superintendents and other
managers of aquatic environ-
ments.

Recognizing the
problems aquatic
environments pose
in golf course settings,
a comprehensive
look at lake
management will
be the primary
topic of the 1995
Golf Course
Superintendents
Institute. Stay tuned
for more details.
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» The GCSAA has started
the Chapter Cooperative
Research Program. The
GCSAA will provide match-
ing funds up to $10,000 (per
year up to three years) for
approved local research.

« The GCSAA Foundation
will be increasing the life
insurance for GCSAA
members up to $10,000.

» Lou Holtz has been named
as the opening session
keynote speaker for
GCSAA's 67th International
Golf Course Conference and
Show in Orlando, Florida
next February.

Look for details of all these
items in upcoming issues of
“Golf Course Management”
and “Newsline”.

Editor’s Note:
We owe a debt of gratitude to
Pete Bowman, CGCS; Jim
Husting, CGCS; and Bob
Tillema, CGCS for their efforts
on our behalf. I think we all
learned a lesson in politics from
the pros. This will help in our
future efforts, and there will
be future efforts.
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q'lurkey Water

By Pat Gross

t the recent California State
Superintendent's Meeting, Dr.

Ali Harivandi gave a great

presentation on evaluating water quality.

This is a topic all California Superinten-
dents need to be aware of since it is
arguably the most important factor
influencing the health and vigor of your
turfgrass. As Dr. Harivandi Pointed out,
many golf courses are being forced to
use less water, and the water is often
lower in quality. While many superin-
tendents do a good job of evaluating the
chemical properties of the water, what
about the physical properties (Sus-
pended solids) in your irrigation
source?

This point came to mind a couple of
weeks ago when my partner, Mike
Huck, made a visit to a golf course in
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USGA

Arizona that was using canal water for
an irrigation source. As he was sam-

pling the greens, he noticed a small but
distinct layer of silt near the surface. It
appeared that the silt was coming from
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(about 2' high and 3" to 4" across). If
you catch the "blue light special” you
can get one for about $15.00. Collect
enough water out of your irrigation
supply (or from the sprinkler) to fill the

t‘i}:t:rnagn?on “While many superintendents do a good job of evaluating the

sealing off chemical properties of the water, what about the physical proper-
& ties (suspended solids) in your irrigation source?”

the greens.

Many water tests include a measure-
ment of suspended solids, but how does
that effect your turf and how do you
demonstrate this point to your members
or management? You can take the
academic approach and spend an
afternoon with your calculator trying to
crunch the numbers, or you can take a
simpler approach suggested by Jim
Moore, Director of the Mid-Continent
Region. Jim advises buying one of those
very large rain gauges from K Mart

gauge to the number of inches you
apply to your greens in a year. For most
courses, it's probably close to 20" or
30". (If the gauge doesn't hold that
much, just fill it to half your amount
and multiply by two.) Be sure the gauge
is not tapered and has as flat a bottom
as possible. After letting your experi-
ment sit for a week, you may be
shocked to find out much crud is in the
bottom of the gauge. If there isa 1/8"

Continued on page 7

707-769-1213

PACIFIC OPENSPACE, INC.
& NORTH CoOAsST NATIVE NURSERY

* Drought tolerant landscaping of roughs

* Mitigation, restoration and erosion control plans
* Design, consultation and installation services

* Extensive inventory of native California species
* Contract collection and propagation

P.O. BOX 744, PETALUMA, CA 94953 » FAX 707-769-1230

ANIMAL
DAMAGE
MANAGEMENT

RODENTS
BIRDS &
OTHER NUISANCE
ANIMALS CONTROLLED
1-800-292-9845

(BEST)

Area Manager

PROFESSIONAL
PRODUCTS

Steve Franzen

Fertilizers ¢ Irrigation * Landscape Equipment

IRRIGATION

@ SPRINKLER
@ SPECIALISTS
N INC.

865 SWEETSER AVENUE *« NOVATO, CA 94945

NOVATO * SACRAMENTO * SAN MATEO + SAN JOSE * SANTA ROSA * SHINGLE SPRINGS
DUBLIN * PACHECO * MODESTO * SAN DIEGO * LAGUNA HILLS « ESCONDIDO * PALM DESERT

2
oot 8
rri
supply

JOHN DEMING

415 892-4680
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Golf and The Environment: The Battle Continues

By Bob Costa

“Few suburban landscapes are as
pretty or as toxic as your typical golf
course.” “If you scraped a golf course
green and tested it, you would have to
cart it off to a hazardous waste facil-
ity.” (National Audubon Society)

“The modern golf course, with its
perfect fairways and pretty flowers, at
any price, is a living laboratory, and it
appears greenskeepers do have more
than their share of lung cancer.” (Paul
Harvey)

“What makes a golf course? One
thing, and that’s water! Anything you
can do to dry up a golf course will be
productive. Even two days will take
the green out of the grass and the
spring out of the golfers and
greenskeepers alike. Forget all that
you’ve heard about pouring gasoline,
or Roundup on the greens. Don’t even

bother carving up the tees or stealing
golf carts, just cut off that I'V from the
aquifer.” (Earth First)

On a recent local radio commentary,
golf courses and development were
cited as the primary cause for the
placement of over two hundred species
of plants and animals on the endangered
species list, on the island of Hawaii.

The preceding comments are just the
latest salvo of anti-golf course com-
ments being made across the nation. If
this isn’t enough, the National Golf
Foundation suggests that some key
environmental attitudes amongst golfers
and non-golfers are more negative than
previously thought. According to the
study — more than one third of golfers
believe that golf courses pollute lakes
and streams. Both golfers and non-
golfers perceive that too much water is
used for course conditioning.

In a survey conducted by Golf Digest
on consumer attitudes and perceptions,
68% of the respondents, who were
subscribers of Golf Digest and an
environmental magazine, didn’t know if
courses in their area were taking actions
to mitigate environmental problems.

Clearly, we need to do a better job of
communicating to those, other than
ourselves, that golf courses do provide
some benefit to the environment and
community. It’s time as individuals,
and as an industry, that we begin to
openly promote our profession, as
opposed to hiding our heads in the sand.
Educating the public is the only effec-
tive method of improving golf’s tar-
nished image. Now is the time to act,
after all, your future may just depend
upon it. Next month I'll discuss some
strategies to help accomplish this goal.

an. + PlUmb|ng
+ lrigation
+ Woaterworks

Thompson Golf Distributor

(800) 987-4002

Your complete source for fertilizers, seed, chemicals,
amendments, tools, irrigation, drainage,
Otterbine Aerators and much more.

AUTOMATIC “‘ RAIN COMPANY

Don Allen - Manager - Member GCSANC

San Jose ¢ Heavy Turf Division » Menlo Park » Napa
Salinas » San Rafael « Concord » Santa Rosa
Vacaville ¢ Dublin ¢ Fresno ¢ Merced

Do Away With Bad Shots

Many bad shots result from a poor address,
and especially incorrect ball position. Every
golfer is different, so each one’s proper ball posi-
tion is different. To find your best ball position,
take some practice swings with wood and irons.
For woods, the correct ball position for you is
where your wood first scrapes the top of the grass,

for an iron, at the start of the divot hole.
*Golf Lessons, Published annually by Harris Publications, Inc.

Wl Pacific Sod
=" California’s Largest Selection

of Cool and Warm Season Varieties

1-800-692-8690

Ray Freitas
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Naumann’s Norcal News

Todd Cook has accepted the
superintendent’s position at
Poppy Ridge GC in Livermore.
Poppy Ridge is the new 27
hole golf complex owned by
the NCGA. Landscapes
Unlimited is constructing the
project. Todd was the assistant
at the Olympic Club prior to his
move.

Forrest Arthur is the new
superintendent at Spanish Bay
Golf Links in Pebble Beach.
Forrest was the assistant at
Pebble Beach Golf Links prior
to his move.

Tim Greenwald, superinten-
dent at Rancho Canada GC has
been extremely busy lately.

With the three storms of
March he lost one bridge and
three others were damaged.
As a result, no golfers could
get to the other side of the
course. Luckily they have 36
holes and were able to make
18 playable holes on the high
side while they repaired
bridges, removed damaged
trees and washed off two feet
of silt. All 36 holes should
be open in June.

John Allen is the new
superintendent at Wolpers
Vineyard Knolls Golf Course
in Napa. John is replacing
Ron Forsyth.

THRU THE GREEN
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Murky Water (Contd)

layer on the bottom of the gauge, that
tells you in a year's time you are
placing the same 1/8" of crud on top of
your greens.

Obviously, this is a rough test. Water
quality can vary a great deal from day
to day depending on the source. This
test does give some indication that
suspended solids might be causing
problems in new and old greens in the
sneakiest of ways. After all, what do
you put on your greens in greater
amounts than water? Also, the heavy
winter rains and runoff this season can
be a potential source of higher sus-
pended solids in your irrigation supply.

The point of the story is this. Have
your water tested frequently, not only
chemically, but for suspended solids.
The little experiment I just described is
another good way to demonstrate this
occurrence to your membership and
gives you a chance to head off a
problem before it causes failure of
your greens.

(" BOETHING 1 GAL. TO 60" BOX SIZE )
TREELAND ORNAMENTAL TREES
FARMS, INC. AND SHRUBS

CONTRACT GROW trees and
shrubs for those large projects, and
enialitik J
e to be sure of quality, size and savings.
® TWO MAJOR LOCATIONS:
23475 Long Valley Rd. 2923 Alpine Road
Serving all of Northern \yooqiang s, GA Portola Valley, GA
and Central California, 91367-6006 94028-7518

Northern Nevada, (818) 883-1222 (415) 851-4770
le the North West.  FAX (818) 712-6979  FAX (415) 851-4259

Rodent Control Specialists

LANDSCAPE
PEST CONTROL
SERVICES, INC.

ALLEN TUNBERG
Pest Control Advisor
and Operator

(510) 426-8461
State License No. 05647

P.O.BOX 1166
PLEASANTON, CA 94566

WEST COAST

W TURE

P.O. Box 4563

Palm Desert, CA 92261
619-360-5464
800-447-1840

Fax: 619-360-5616

Danielle Marman

707-747-5000

CARRYALL

DRIVE IT TO WORK. EXI3.

* 1200 Ib. Cap.
* Hyd. Dump
* Demos For Sale




