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From The President 
I was just thinking how similar my job 

as superintendent is to that of Bill 
Clinton, as President of the USA. I 

have 400+ members who think they are 
more qualified to do my job. The Presi-
dent has 400+ members of Congress that 
feel the same way. Hopefully, at my club 
at least half of those members are on my 
side. Presently in Congress, the President 
has less than half on his side. We have a 
Board of Directors; he has a Senate. We 
make a decision that the members don't 
like, our Board of Directors can overrule 
the decision, or withhold funds for 
implementation. If the President decides 
on something, Congress can simply 
withhold funding. We both work with 
huge budgets. We are both Commander 
in Chief of all around us, and we both 
make the big bucks (yeah, right). 

At certain times, we're both God-like. 
Let there be a problem, and we slip from 

Office Notes 
By Barbara Mikel 

The Association is fortunate 
enough to have new members 
every month so we try to touch 

base on monthly meetings so everyone is 
aware of the "whys" of what the Associa-
tion does. 

Each GCSANC meeting is a joint effort 
of the Host Superintendent, Host Club, 
Pro and Dining staff and volunteer help 
from Association members. We ask you 
to make your reservation timely, so we 
can provide the number of guests to our 
hosts. The dining staff needs to know 
how much to purchase for our lunch, 
brunch, etc. The pro shop staff needs to 
be aware of how many carts we will be 
using so excess can be allowed to other 
players. They would also like to set up 
names and foursomes prior to our arrival. 
If you do not make timely reservations 
through the Association office, we cannot 
forward this information to the host club. 
If you do not confirm your foursome 

God to goat faster than a down hill putt on a 
12 foot stimp green. The golf course never 
looked better, or they remember 20 years ago 
how fast the greens used to be. We are a 
world leader and everything is great, or the 
country's gone to hell in a handbasket. That 
head greenskeeper we had two or three guys 
back sure had this course in great shape, and 
FDR, now there was a President! 

All kidding aside, I guess the point is, 
sometimes you just can't win. We do our jobs 
to the best of our ability, we take the compli-
ments as they come, and take the criticisms 
for what they're worth. Hindsight is 20-20. 
If we're wrong, so be it. Hopefully we go on 
and learn from our mistakes, and ultimately 
that is the best lesson of all. 

Have a great July, 
Richard Lavine, CGCS 

President 

Ridgemark Golf and Country Cub 
June 12,1995 - Golf Results 

Gross Net 
David Hayes 73* Doug Martin 64 
Ross Brownlie 73 Craig Barrick 65 
Steve Kilmer 75 Mike Eastwood 67 
*won in tiebreaker 

preferences prior to submitting your reserva-
tion, Tom Jackson, (who voluntarily does 
pairings and scoring for the Association 
meetings) cannot prepare a list of players 
prior to our meeting day. If we cannot supply 
this to the pro shop, they cannot arrange 
names and foursomes for carts and tees 
assignments until the last minute. Tom very 
often misses lunch because of changes made 
the day of the meeting. Cart name tags and 
tee assignments are not ready as soon as they 
might be. 

The reservation deadline printed on the 
meeting forms is there for a reason. This 
gives everyone some preparation time before 
the meeting. That is why we ask you to 
cancel your reservation by this date also. 
Your past cooperation is very much appreci-
ated. 



July, 1995 THRU THE GREEN Page 3 

é 995 Institute Topic Unveiled 
Bob Costa 

The Education Committee, under 
the guidance and direction of Dr. Ali 
Harivandi, has announced the 
program for the 1995 Golf Course 
Institute This year's event, sched-
uled for November 9 and 10 at the 
Doubletree, in Santa Rosa, will 
feature a full day of activities on 
Aquatic Environment, Construction 
& Management. The program will 
include a discussion on the ecology 
of lakes, construction techniques, 
and control strategies to reduce 
aquatic vegetation. 

A host of speakers, considered to 
be experts in the field of lake 
management and construction, will 
share their knowledge and supply 
practical information, which can be 

applied to a management 
program specific to your site and 
conditions. 

The program will conclude 
with an open forum discussion, 
featuring all the speakers from 
the days event. This will provide 
you with a chance to have your 
questions answered, and an 
opportunity to gain additional 
information from the speakers, 
and superintendents experiences. 

Don't miss this opportunity to 
participate in the most compre-
hensive seminar on golf course 
lake management ever offered! 

The full schedule of events, as 
well as registration information 
will be available by late summer. 

Golf and The Environment: 
Initiating Change 
By Bob Costa 

Last month, I cited several examples of 
negative publicity directed towards golf courses 
by various members of the media, and special 
interest groups. At first glance your reaction 
might have been mild anger, or perhaps frustra-
tion over what, at times, appears to be an endless 
stream of these types of attacks. I concluded the 
article by challenging those in our profession to 
actively and publicly promote the environmental 
and community benefits of golf courses. "Why 
me you might have asked? I haven't been 
directly affected, I don't like the negative 
publicity but I don't view it as an immediate 
threat." 

The threat is more immediate than you may 
think, and if left unchecked has the potential to 

(Continued on page 4) 

SUPPORTER LISTING 
SCOTTSPROTURF 

Fertilizers - Poly S and new Triaform technologies Herbi-
cides, Fungicides, Seed, Soil, tissue, water and turf disease 
testing. 
Chick Dal Pozzo, Sr. Tech. Rep 510-791-8985 

CALCIUM 
Pacific Pearl Oyster Shell - the most efficient calcium for 
the turfcare professional. Available from your fertilizer 
dealer. 

For technical assistance Call John Mazura 
Jerico Products, Inc. 707-762-7251 

RUSSELL D. MITCHELL & ASSOC., INC, 
Providing quality irrigation design and consultation services 
including bid document development, hydraulic analysis, and 
field staking. 
510-939-3985 510-932-5671 FAX 
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Landscaping, Ine 

27 Years - State License #263333 
All Aspects of Golf Construction 
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Lakes - Pump Stations - Drainage 
Quality Work - Competitive Prices 

Jim Duhig (800) 498-7339 
(510) 229-1060 

Industry Leaders in 
Quality, Service 
and Innovation 

Wes Hall 1 

619-747-1662 
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Facts About The "Greens" 
By Richard Lavitie 

The following article is based 
on articles in the May I June 
issue of "Green Section 
Record" titled, The Greens 
Against The Greens, by 
Michael Fumento, and the 
editorial in the May issue of 
" Western Turf and Landscape 
Press" dealing with work of Dr. 
Bruce Ames from UC Berkeley. 
I strongly urge anyone who has 
these issues to read these 
articles. 
FACT: In the US, we spend 
150 Billion dollars per year 
on environmental compli-
ance. 
FACT: 150 Billion dollars is 
more than the national 
budget of all but a few 
countries worldwide. 
FACT: The US government 
spends 10 Billion dollars per 
year on medical research. 

Do these statements seem 
as mind boggling to you as 
they do to me? Are we 
receiving more benefit out of 
$150 billion in environmen-
tal compliance than we get 
out of $10 billion in medical 
research? Is our environ-
ment that bad? Well, we 

Initiating Change 
(Continued from page 3) 
have a much greater impact 
on the future of our profes-
sion. One only has to look 
back 5 years to notice the 
dramatic change in the 
public perception of golf 
courses. If we fail to take 
action now, what changes 
will we be forced to endure 
as a result of future public 
and legislative pressure? 

probably all know the an-
swers to these questions. 

The public is driven by the 
fear of CANCER. Mention 
cancer, and inevitably some-
one will think of pesticides. 
Pesticides on your fruit, 
pesticides in your water, and 
pesticides on your golf 
course, yet there is no scien-
tific proof that a lifetime of 
exposure to any of these 
chemicals is sufficient to 
cause cancer. Fumento points 
out that on the average, lab 
animals are given 280,000 
times the dose that a human 
would face in a lifetime. He 
also points out that fully one-
third of the time, cancer 
causing dosages in rats don't 
cause cancer in mice, and 
vice-versa. What does this 
say about the carcinogenic 
effect in humans? 

Are goifers really at higher 
risk of cancer? You've no 
doubt heard of the four 
LPGA cancer cases. That 
sounds pretty risky until you 
know that in that sample size 
of 200 golfers, scientists 
would expect 20 cases of 

How do we initiate a 
change in the public percep-
tion of golf courses? We must 
begin by developing an 
awareness of the need to 
project a responsible and 
positive image in everything 
we do. Furthermore, before 
we can begin to advocate the 
positive aspects of golf 
courses, we need to make 
sure our house is in order. For 

breast cancer. Clearly, 
increased cancer risk from 
golf course exposure is not 
the factor here. 

Are environmental prob-
lems really so bad? Over 
300,000 lives have been lost 
to obesity, and 21% of our 
teenagers are obese. Where 
is the anti-obesity faction? 
Tobacco and alcohol are 
known killers of thousands 
each year. Why aren't these 
products more heavily 
regulated? "People are 
living longer and getting 
cancer because they are 
living longer," says Dr. Bruce 
Ames. 

According to Dr. Ames, 
mice live about two years, 
and monkeys live about 20 to 
30 years. About one third of 
both species have cancer at 
death. Humans live about 80 
to 90 years. About one third 
will have cancer at the time 
of death. "When people only 
lived to their 40's, there was 
not much cancer. 

Dr. Ames contends that 
people are living longer 
healthier lives because of 

example, have we reduced 
water use or utilized effluent 
sources for irrigation, have 
we put programs in place to 
minimize our reliance on 
chemicals, how are we 
dealing with hazardous 
materials, have we reduced 
environmental risks by 
installing aboveground gas 
tanks, pesticide storage 
containment units, or closed 

pesticides. Pesticides make 
fruits and vegetables cheaper 
to produce and purchase. 
Studies show that people 
who eat recommended 
amounts of fruits and veg-
etables show a two to three 
fold reduction in almost all 
types of cancer. Smoking, 
dietary imbalances, chronic 
infections and hormones are 
the main causes of cancer. 
Industrial or synthetic 
chemical pollution is the 
cause of less than one 
percent of all cancer today. 

So what does all this have 
to do with me? How is this 
information going to help me 
to do a better job on my golf 
course? It's time for all of us 
to speak up. Answer the 
anti-pesticide charges with 
FACTS. If you see a mislead-
ing article in print, write to 
the editor and the author and 
correct it. It's too easy to 
criticize but not lift your pen. 
That time is past. If we don't 
start speaking up, we all 
might be regulated out of 
existence 

system wash areas, have we 
effectively increased, or 
protected wildlife popula-
tions on the golf course by 
the creation of natural 
habitats, or the participation 
in the Audubon Sanctuary 
Program, do we recycle 
green waste or pesticide 
containers? 

(Continued on page 6) 
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USGA 
''Observations Around the Southwest'1 
By Pat Gross, Agronomist 
It's shaping up to be a strange year in 
the southwest. The heavy winter rains 
have caused significant problems for 
several courses, but everyone seems to 
be doing better now that warmer 
weather is approaching. This month, I 
thought I would give you a quick update 
on our observations so far this year and 
fill you in on some of the problems and 
innovative programs we have seen 
during our travels. 
• Effects of Heavy Winter Rains 

Heavy rainfall during winter and 
spring caused serious flooding at some 
golf courses. I saw water marks as high 
as 10 ft. on buildings as a result of the 
storms. Most of these courses are just 
starting to recover after removing tons 
of silt and debris and reseeding dam-
aged areas. One significant benefit of 

the rain was that it removed most of the 
salt buildup in putting green root zones. 
But don't assume that the problems is 
gone for good - continue to monitor 
your greens on a regular basis if you 
have struggled with salt accumulation 
in the past. The rains also washed out 
many of the nutrients in putting green 
soil profiles. If you haven't done so 
already, have a soil test performed and 
adjust your fertilizer applications 
accordingly. So far, many courses have 
been deficient in potassium and could 
benefit from monthly applications of 
potassium sulfate at 1-2 lbs /1000 sq. ft. 
• Weeds 

If you are discouraged by high weed 
infestation levels, you are in the same 
boat with everyone else. There has 
been an explosion of Poa annua, clover, 

and other broad leaf weeds at most 
courses due to the winter rains and the 
inability to get preemergent herbicides 
applied at the right time. So far, I 
haven't seen any problems with crab-
grass, but it may still be too early to tell. 
I anticipate that most courses will be 
using more post emergence herbicides 
this year to catch up. 
• Diseases 

It has been a bad year for winter 
diseases on greens, especially pink 
snow mold and yellow patch. The 
extended cool damp weather has caused 
infection as late as June. I have also 
seen an increase in dollar spot and red 
thread, mostly due to low nutrient levels 
in greens. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Par For The Course (Cont'd) 
Please check your local listings for 

exact time and channels. 
The goal of the program is to inform 

and entertain golfers and, in the 
process, enhance the public image of 
golf courses and superintendents. If 
successful, the program may help to 
redefine the way golfers view superin-
tendents and the golf industry. 

The producers of Par For The 
Course need your help. If you have 
stories or topics which you would like 
to see covered, call the Par hotline 24 
hours a day at (913)832-4460. 

Scholarship Tournament 

Monday 
September 18,1995 

Carmel Valley Ranch 
Host: Scott McBeath 

4 Man Scramble 
Lots of prizes, fun, great golf, on the 

recently renovated golf course. 
All to benefit the 

GCSANC Scholarship Program. 
Mark this date on your calendar 

Contra Costa Mosquito and Vector Control District 
155 Mason Circle • Concord, CA 94520 

Phone: (510) 685-9301 Fax: (510) 685-0266 

• Mosquitos 
• Mosquitofísh 
• Rats 
•Skunks 
• Ticks 
• Yellowjackets 
• Community Education 

What is a vector ? ^ 
any organism capable of transmitting 

the causative agent of human disease or 
capable of producing hiimaii discomfort or 
injury incliiding, bm m>t limited to mbsqui-

HjxSg; fii&s, Mher 
rats." y 

Some Employee Extension Numbers 
General Manager ext. 101 
Entomologist ext. 105 
Marsh Specialist ext. 107 
Community Educator ext. 112 
Fish Biologist ext. 113 

Initiating Change 
( Continued from page 4) 

The first step then, in our campaign to 
change the negative perceptions of golf 
courses is to examine each of our 
maintenance procedures and note 
examples of how we are already operat-
ing in an environmentally responsible 
manner. If we've fallen short in some 
areas, we need to, with the resources 
available to us, look for ways to make 
improvements. Once we are confident 
that our operation is functioning in a 
manner which is environmentally 
responsible, we are ready to spread the 
word. Next month 111 discuss the 
variety of public relations options which 
are available to do just that. X 

Your complete source for fertilizers, seed, chemicals, 
amendments, tools, irrigation, drainage, 

Otterbine Aerators and much more. 

AUTOMATIC ^ ^ R M N COMPANY 

San Jose • Heavy Turf Division • Menlo Park • Napa 
Salinas • San Rafael • Concord • Santa Rosa 

Vacaville • Dublin • Fresno • Merced 

R.V. 

(CLOVD^Ò) 

• Plumbing 

• Irrigation 

• Waterworks 

Thompson Go l f Distr ibutor 

(800) 987-4002 
Don Allen • Manager • Member GCSANC 

Pacific Sod 
'California's Largest Selection 

of Cool and Warm Season Varieties 
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USGA Observations 
•

Continued from page 5) 
Innovative Management Practices 
I have noticed that many courses 

with old layered greens are double 
aerifying in the spring using a combi-
nation of standard hollow core and 
deep tine machines. This has worked 
exceptionally well to remove thatch, 
relieve compaction, and create deep 
channels in the soil profile without 
impacting the time necessary for 
recovery. The more holes you can get 
in those layered greens the better your 
chances with deep root development 
and leaching salts during the summer. 
Another surprising program observed 
was double deep tine aeration. This 
was done by first aerifying with the 
Floyed McKay deep drill followed by 
debris removing and heavy sand 
topdressing. Then a solid tine 
Vertidrain was used to make additional 

deep channels and help work the sand 
into the holes. The results were very 
positive, and full recovery was evident 
within 14-21 days. I have to admit, I 
thought this was overkill at first, but the 
results speak for themselves. 

Well, that's it in a nutshell. If you 
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haven't experienced any of these 
problems, consider yourself lucky. Best 
wishes for a successful and trouble free 
summer season - heaven knows we've 
already had our share of problems early 
in the year. V / 

Naumann's Norcal News 
Joel Ahern is the new superintendent at San Jose Country Club in San 

Jose. Joel was the assistant prior to his promotion. He is replacing 
Skip McCaslin. 

John Jorgensen is the new superintendent at Ruby Hill Golf Course in 
Pleasanton. John was at Brighton Crest Golf Course in Fresno before 
moving to the Bay Area. 

The previous superintendent, Todd Norton is returning to Scottsdale, 
Arizona to build a new course and then stay on as superintendent. 

Curtis Black, superintendent at Sunnyvale Muni has, after a few 
years, moved out of his temporary mobile facilities into a new state-of-
the-art corporation yard recently completed at the Sunnyvale Muni Golf 
Course. 

BOETHING 
TREELAND 

FARMS, INC. 

treeland , 

(R) 

1 GAL. TO 60" BOX SIZE > 

ORNAMENTAL TREES 
AND SHRUBS 

CONTRACT GROW trees and 
shrubs for those large projects, and 
to be sure of quality, size and savings. 

T W O M A J O R L O C A T I O N S : 

Serving all of Northern 

and Central California, 

Northern Nevada, 

and the North W est. 

23475 Long Valley Rd. 
Woodland Hills, CA 
91367-6006 
(818) 883-1222 
FAX (818) 712-6979 

2923 Alpine Road 
Portola Valley, CA 
94028-7518 
(415) 851-4770 
FAX (415) 851-4252 

Rodent Control Specialists 

LANDSCAPE 
PEST CONTROL 
SERVICES, INC. 

ALLEN TUNBERG 
Pest Control Advisor 

and Operator 

(510) 426-8461 P.O. BOX I 166 
Slate License No. 05647 PLEASANTON, CA 94566 

WEST COAST 

^W/TURF 
P.O. Box 4563 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 
619-360-5464 
800-447-1840 
Fax:619-360-5616 

Danielle Marman 

707-747-5000 

CARRYALL 
D R I V E I T T O W O R K . G E E J 

1200 lb. Cap. 
Hyd. Dump 
Demos For Sale 


