ToH I N &G 'S - by Lee - = - - The October meeting at
Marin Golf & Country Club is now history. As usual, our Host Superin-
tendent, Orville Suttles had the course in fine shape, and apparently
had a little influence upstairs as well. It had rained very hard the
day before, and again the skies looked very threatening. However, the
rain held off as long as we were there, and it gave the people an oppor-
tunity to test their skills on the course.

Bill Bengeyfield of the USGA Green Section was the guest speaker.
We certainly were glad to have Bill there, especially myself. I have
never had the pleasure of meeting Bill in person. However, Bill had
been kind enough to send me a very nice letter regarding the Newsletter
in which he was very complimentary. Well, such a fellow can't be all
bad, don't you agree? However, I do feel slightly disappointed. Bill
showed us a fine film about Lee Trevino at the Open, which was enjoyed
by those of us who are golfers. Somehow I feel that this was a program
more suited to a golf club, rather than a superintendents' meeting.

I am not slighting the golfers. But with Bill's very wide experience in
all phases of golf in all parts of the U.S., it seems that he could have
given a highly interesting and informative talk about the many things he
has been associated with. But this is just one man's opinion. There
are - I am sure - many who disagree with me.

Our next host is genial Larry Feliciano at the Woodbridge course
in Lodi. Larry, who has been a member of the Association for many years
and is one of the Directors at present, needs very little introduction
to our members. He usually has a fine course waiting for the members,
and sets an extremely fine table. I know that you will enjoy being at
this meeting. The program is a very special one. It will consist of
a panel made up of green chairmen and their equivalents on municipal
courses. The topic will be "What do they expect of their golf course
superintendents?" It will a no holds barred type of panel, and it
certainly could be an eye-opener for some of us. Try to attend.

The Golf Tournament has been called off, or rather postponed until
Spring. There will be more information forthcoming.

Ken Vorderbruggen finally showed us the plaque we have been talking
about for some time. The plaque is very handsome, and extremely reason-
able. So, we expect a large sign up for orders. The full price which
includes shipping to you comes to $7.75.

FOR SALE - Worthington 5-gang mower. Best offer. Call Bob Leas, Mon-
terey Peninsula CC Phone (408) 372-1479

WANTED - Topdresser. Call Jim Silva, Healdsburg Golf Course
Phone (707) 433-4275

SEE LARRY FELICIANO'S ARTICLE ABOUT DECEMBER 1, 1972 meeting.



NEW POSITIONS - TOM UNRUH is now the superintendent of the Davis Golf
Course, Davis. TOM SANTOS, former foreman of the San Ramon National

Golf Course, San Ramon, is now the superintendent. Congrats to both

of you fellows, and good luck in your new positionse. s

The camping-outing mentioned in the last newsletter will be post- °*
poned until next Spring. When the angels above heard that the super-
intendents were planning to gather socially, they were so mortified tha®
they let loose with the tears, which has caused flooding, record rains
in California, and untold misery for some grape growers, who haven't
harvested all the crop. But being hardy souls, the superintendentswill
still try to hold this outing in the Spring. Mr. Charles F. Ankrom,
Director of Golf Course Operations for the Boise Cascade Group, has
cordailly invited us to make use of the camping facilities of Lake Wild-
wood. My thanks to this fine gentleman. Let's make some noise, gang,
and let me know how many of you are interested in this outing.

That is all for this time. I need articles from the members.
Surely you all have something to contribute. So, let's have it. It is
raining outside, and though I know that you are all dedicated superin-
tendents, I don't believe that you are out on the course all day with
rain dripping off the end of your nose. Cansequently, you surely have
some time while drying out to try your one-fingered typing technique on
your trusty old typewriter. You may win a Pulitzer prize.

See you at Woodbridge. Lee Huang
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The following article was written by Dean R. Donaldson, Farm Advisor,
Agricultural Extension, University of California, Central Coast Counties
and published in "Growing Points" - October 1972.

WHY AUTUMN LEAVES ARE COLORFUL

Ever wonder why autumn leaves display such bright colors? Deciduou:
trees and shrubs often show bright colors just before leaf drop in the
fall. A leaf is a small plant factory using sunlight to make food
needed for plant growth. As the days become shorter and temperatures
cool, this leaf factory gradually "closes down."

Formation of an abscission layer which separates the leaf from the
twig is one of the first things to happen. The cells in this layer act
as one-way doors allowing food to enter the branch for storage. As the
leaf runs out of food and as temperatures drop, the leaf stops making
chlorophyll.

Chlorophyll Hides Other Colors Chlorophyll, the green coloring in
the leaf, hides other colors during the growing season. When the leaf




stops making food, the chlorophyll is gradually destroyed and other
colors appear. Cold temperatures speed the process. These other colors
are known as anthocynins (reds, scarlets, vermillions) and carotenoids
(yellows, oranges, reds). In time these colorful components of leaf
cells are also destroyed to reveal brown tannins which are most resistant
to chemical destruction.

Not Frost Contrary to popular belief, a frost does not cause a
change of leaf color. A light frost will often speed the destruction
of the green chlorophyll. A heavy frost can destroy the chlorophyll
and the other colorful pigments so that the leaves appear browne.
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DECEMBER 1, 1972 - CHRISTMAS PARTY - As you all know our annual Christmas
Party is growing near. Again this year we are hoping that it will be as
much of a success as it has been the last two years at Rancho Canada
Golf Club. This year the Party will be held at the Walnut Creek Golf
Course. We will be using the beautiful facilities provided by the
Boundary Oak Restaurant. The agenda is as follows: Golf, both men and
women - Starting times 9:00 AM to 10:43 AM. Please make up foursomes

and call for starting times early to Area Code 415 934-6211, Walnut Creek
Golf Course Pro Shop - Deadline date November 24th. The tournament will
be Calloway scoring. Crab feed, dinner and dancing, etc. The cost of
the entire package will be the same as last year. Golfers - $16.50 -
Non-golfers - $11.50 - REMEMBER, Ladies and Guests are welcome. Please
everyone plan to attend and make this the finest Christmas Party possible

Please send in the reservation card enclosed for the December 1
meeting as early as you can so that plans can be made.

THANK YOU - Larry Feliciano, Christmas Party Chairman
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WINTER DISEASES W ====- Ly Dr. John H. Madison

It is always interesting to classify objects in different ways.
Here is one way of classifying diseases that tells us some more about
them.

Three common turfgrass diseases in California are obligate para-
sites; that is they can only live as parasitic diseases. These three
are rust, smut, and mildew. Of these, only smut is systemic. A single
spore of smut can cause an infection of an entire plant. Rust and
mildew are localized. Each spot is a separate infection, and if you
find a leaf of bluegrass with 20 rust spots on it, that means that the



leaf was separately infected 20 different timese.

The remaining common diseases are faculative parasites which means
they can live perfectly well on dead leaves and clippings; and normally
they do except for limited periods when they are parasitic and 'cause
disease.

Last time I talked about some faculative parasites and Dr.Endo's
research into what causes them to become disease causing. Ohe cause
of disease that writers often list is too much water. Before I accept
that I'd like to ask a couple of questions.

If we loock at a rainfall map of the U. S. of our high disease areas
they tend to correspond to our areas of high rainfall as for example
coastal Washington state. But if we think about it, rain is associated
with cloudiness. So we might ask is it the wet or the cloudiness that
causes disease, or is it both together? We can make some progress in
answering that question by thinking about our past experience. Some-
times we get long periods of overcast but it fails to rain. At other
times we experience frequent showers but with lots of sunshine. Between
these two we are likely to get turf disease with periods of overcast
but not with showers. Since, however, we don't usually get periods of
overcast without moist soils and lots of dew our answer is not clear.
Overcast is simulated by shade and when we think about that it is the
shady spots where Fusarium appears first and hangs on the longest.

With experiences of this kind I am, as I say, ready to question
whether overirrigation is as important in disease as we have thought,
but I am not ready to answer my question. If overcast is more important
we can ask in what way overcast changes the turf. Immediately we see
that without sunshine, the grass can't make foods, the turf runs low on
sugar and other foods. If low sugar results in disease then let's look
for other times when sugar is low. With temperate season grasses,
sugars are low in hot weather. In the heat respiration is high, sugar
production is low and the turf has reduced reserve food. Hot weatheris
also a time when we expect disease.

Another factor leading to low sugar is high nitrogen. We often
find our worst disease on overfertilized turf, althouth the fertilized
turf is also the fastest to recover.

Low mowing leads to low sugars. Short turf is more susceptible to
disease. Shaded turf has low sugars. Grass in the shade fails or is
thin and is subject to the greatest number of different kinds of disease.

Certainly it appears as if conditions leading to low food supplies
are related to conditions when faculative diseases occur. During the
overcast of the winter months there are four faculative diseases we are
apt to see. The most common is Fusarium patch. In the open we don't



usually worry about this. All we need is one sunny day and the turf
begins to pull out of it. There are some years when we don't get that
sunny day for a long time and we have to spray. And sometimes the dis-
ease is in a shady spot and the sun doesn't get tg it. The University
Guide to Pest Control suggests benomyl or Daconil for Fusarium patche.

I haven't had experience with benomyl, but on a recent trip back East my
colleagues were concerned. Repeated use seemed to result in a weakening
of grass though the evidence was not clear.

The second disease is most common along the coast. It is Corticium
red thread. This occurs on red fescue and so is not often much of a
threat. Again it clears up with a few sunny days. If you have to spray
the Guide lists mancozeb. Along the far north coast of California there
may be some Ophiobolus patch on bentgrass during the cold overcast of
spring. Dusting sulfur may help, but the real cure is sunshine.

The fourth winter disease that members of the GCSANC may see is
limited to those courses that get snow. That is Typhula grey snowmold.
Typhula only grows in the dark under the snow. When the snow melts the
ultraviolet rays of the sunshine cause the fungus to stop growing and
to form fruiting bodies, or sclerotia. The trick for Typhula control is
to spray just ahead of the snow. Now that the mercurics are out I have
no recommendations for a spray. In the past Typhula has been controlled
by the same sprays that controlled Fusarium and that will have to be our
guide. --- John H. Madison
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WALTER AND NINA BOYSEN are having a great trip, sort of a 42nd
wedding anniversary treat. They have toured France and Spain. Paris
has to be the most beautiful city in the world they state. They are
seeing very different country. They've come through the Pyrenees Mts.
to Madrid, on to Lisbon, Portugal and Seville and Malaga. Wonder if
they ran into AUBREY AND MARTHA BABSON who are also in Spain seeing
the sites.
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WANTED GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT - McCloud Golf Club
Housing furnished. Pro shop and Consession. Care of golf course
and greens. Salary opene. APPLY TO McCloud Golf Club, Box 728
McCloud, CA 96057
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MEMBERSHIP CARDS WILL BE MAILED SHORTLY TO ALL WHO HAVE PAID THEIR
1973 DUES 5
HEHFHAHHAHHH



MORE INFORMATION ON MEMBERSHIP PLAQUE

The plaque will be inscribed with name, class, GCSA of NC motto,
the year you joined, and the current year. A new year plate will be
sent each year and if classification is changed a plate will be furnishe
for that purpose.

To receive a plaque you must send in the attached card even though
you signed up several months ago.
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Laverne De Carli (Riding Along with #97 Frank De Carli's wife) is
in the Peninsula Hospital, Burlingame. Hope she has a speedy recovery.
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Directions to Woodbridge Golf & Country Club

Sacraménto
Woodbridge Golf H
& CC, ‘ i
: l : G
H
k W
Woodbridge Rd A
Lodi b
99
k3
xﬁ-Lower Sgcramento Road
Woodbridge Stockton

Highway 12




