
The Heroes That Walk Among Us 
By BRIAN NETTZ, GCCS 

Even though Memorial Day is over, 1 wanted to reflect 
on the meaning o f heroism as it relates to my staff. 
Recent ly I had an employee die. M e s o t h e l i o m a . As 
many of you know, its lung cancer from exposure 
to asbestos and asbestos was commonly used in the 
Navy during the fifties; asbestos was at that t ime the 
"wonder material" . Chuck was an assistant equipment 
tech. He was in his late seventies when he " re t i red" 
here but he often came by and did welding for us. He 
looked like he was in his mid fifties. He was a former 
Navy deep sea diver, rodeo c lown, rodeo rider, welder, 
alcoholic, and hell raiser. He was a neat guy. 

We never really understood the significance of 
Chuck's armed forces services. He didn't talk about 
it, but we did know that Chuck went to a support 
group once a week on Thursdays and that Chuck was 
monitored for radioactivity weekly as well. You see, 
Chuck was in Operation Crossroads- the tail end of 
the nuclear bomb testing in the bikini atolls. He dived 
for a salvage ship examining the wreckage underwater 

to submarines, ships, etc. that had been placed wi th in 
the blast radius. It was dangerous work. The ocean 
floor was sandy, the dust kicked up and reduced vis-
ibility and they cut and welded alongside heavy naval 
chains and ship hulls. 

As if all that was not enough, the salvage ship was 
so " h o t " radioactively, that they were not allowed into 
harbor. They had to anchor outside of Tokyo harbor for 
two weeks washing the ship and themselves constantly 
with a special soap to remove the radioactivity. I asked 
Chuck if it upset h im that he had to deal with all this 
stuff based upon his service to our country. Like nearly 
everyone in his generation he replied very matter of 
factly, " W e were full of piss and vinegar at the t ime. 
We k n e w it was important work. It meant something 
important to our country and we'd be damned if we 
were gonna let the Russkies beat us." 

So for me, Memorial Day hit just a little closer to 
home. 
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Time for Summer Tournaments. Help Your Course Look It's Best! 

We have colored sand or divot mix, available in 
bulk or bulk totes! Colored sand or divot mix not 
only looks better, but will hold more heat than or-
dinary sand, helping to increase germination 
rates. Call today for more info! 

Bunkers are the most frequent source of complaints on 
any golf course. Lei us help you spruce Ihem up in Lime 
for your busiest season. \\ e offer you the widest selection 
of bunker sand of any supplier in California. From Ida 
ho BB bunker sand to Monterey's PB bunker sand, our 
own TMT White Bunker Sand, G8, #3, Custom Blend, 
you name it! TMT Enterprises is now your exclusive supplier 

of TD-320 top dressing sand & BB-205 Bunker 
Sand. 

Bunkers are the most frequent source of complaints on 
any golf course. Lei us help you spruce Ihem up in Lime 
for your busiest season. \\ e offer you the widest selection 
of bunker sand of any supplier in California. From Ida 
ho BB bunker sand to Monterey's PB bunker sand, our 
own TMT White Bunker Sand, G8, #3, Custom Blend, 
you name it! TMT Enterprises is now your exclusive supplier 

of TD-320 top dressing sand & BB-205 Bunker 
Sand. I know it seems early, but fall aerification will be here 

before you know it. Avoid the rush & stock up on your 
favorite top dressing sand ahead of time. With typically 
great weather in July & August, there is little concern of 
rain weather related con lamination. 

(Profile^ AXIS^I 

I know it seems early, but fall aerification will be here 
before you know it. Avoid the rush & stock up on your 
favorite top dressing sand ahead of time. With typically 
great weather in July & August, there is little concern of 
rain weather related con lamination. 

Web: www.tmtenterprises.net Email: mto@tmteiiterprises.net 

http://www.tmtenterprises.net
mailto:mto@tmteiiterprises.net

