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GCSAA Trade Show to
Change Format Next Year

GCSAA's International Golf Course Conference and
Show will take on a new format, appearing next year
as the Golf Industry Show. It will be a combination
of the trade shows hosted by GCSAA and the
National Golf Course Owners Association (NGCOA).
Both associations will operate separate education
conferences that will run concurrently with the trade
show, however. The 2005 Golf Industry Show is set
for Feb. 10-12 in Orlando, with the GCSAA education
conference Feb. 7-12 and the NGCOA education
conference Feb. 8-12.

Sign Up For The
Superintendent-Pro!

This year’'s Superintendent-Pro event is being held
Monday June 7th at the newly remodeled Silver
Creek Valley Country Club. Renowned Architect
Mike Strantz utilized his considerable artistic talents
to mold the Audubon Certified course into something
truly special. It is an event you do not want to miss!

This year, the pros will play for a pool of a minimum
$2,250 with the individual low pro cashing at least
$800. Now that's a great incentive to get your pro
involved!

The superintendent of the low-net Superintendent-
Pro team wins an all expenses paid chance to com-
pete with others in the BASF People vs. Pros event
at Pinehurst #2 in June. That tournament’s winner
gets a chance to play either Jack Nicklaus or Sergio
Garcia in an 18-hole match for $100, 000, shown on
ESPN. See all the details in this issue of Thru the
Green.

The sign-up flyer for this event will be out soon,
please don’t miss your chance to compete!
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Strictly Business

Pat Finlen, CGCS
X Olympic Club

What a spring it has been so far! With the rains that ended
February, one would have thought that we would have a wet
spring. Not a chance. Spring has put all of us into high gear with
the irrigation running earlier than normal and the mowers right
behind.

Spring for the association means the start of our monthly
meetings. By the time you have read this, our April meeting at
Harding Park will be history. What a story Harding has to tell.
For those of you that didn’t make it over for the April meeting,
you missed out on seeing the tremendous job that was done at
Harding Park. Dan Briesach (Harding Park Superintendent), Jim
Prusa (Director of Agronomy for Kemper Sports Management),
and Larry Norman who was the grow-in manager for Landscapes
Unlimited, all played an important role in the agronomic makeover
of Harding Park.

Speaking of meetings, this year's State meeting will be held on
May 16, 17 & 18" in Valencia. For those that have not attended
a state meeting, it is a great way to network and see friends from
throughout the state. The education program, “Environmental
Stewardship,” also promises to be first rate.

This year’s Superintendent/Pro Tournament will be held on June
7" at Silver Creek Valley CC in San Jose. This is another great
event that will offer some very valuable prizes for the winning
professional and superintendent. Wait Motor Supply, Turf Drains
of America & Smith and Associates have all stepped forward to
sponsor the prizes for the winning professionals. BASF will be
sponsoring the prize for the Superintendent from the winning Pro/
Superintendent team, a trip to Pinehurst to play in the “People vs.
The Pros Tournament to be held in late June.

To follow-up on an item | discussed at the annual meeting, the
Board of Directors, our Association Manager and several Past
Presidents will be participating in a Long Term Strategic Planning
Session on July 30". A staff member from GCSAA will facilitate
this planning session. Other chapters that have gone through
this planning session have come away with a much clearer
sense of focus on important chapter issues and how to deal with
them. If you have any ideas or comments, please pass them
along to me or any of the Board of Directors.

In closing, please take the time to participate in our association
events. There is something for everyone.

ThruTheGreen May






