
James D. Ross 
San Jose Superintendent bids Farewell after nearly 50 years 

James D. Ross accepts the coveted GCSANC 
Distinguished Service Award in appreciation for 
his special contribution to Golf and the GCSANC. 

James "Jnn' D. Ross, G C S A A golf course 
superintendent at Santa Teresa Golf 
Club, San Jose, CA., has announced 
his retirement after 47 years in the golf -
course management industry. He has 
been a member with the Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America 
(GCSAA) since 1963. 

Ross, who has also been a member of the 
Golf Course Superintendents Association 
of Northern California (GCSANC) since 
1965, began his industry career at Fort 
Washington Golf and Country Club in 
Fresno, CA., in 1956. He spent two years 
working for Roy King on the course and one 
year in the shop working for pro Art Melville. 

He moved to Salinas, CA, in 1959 to 
help build Corral de Tierra Country 
Club, working closely with Buck and 
Obie Noonkester. 

Ross landed his first position as 
superintendent in 1963 at La Rinconada 
Country Club, Los Gatos, CA., and in 
1967 he supervised the construction of 
The Villages Golf and Country Club, 
San Jose, CA., where he remained for 14 
years. Ross was hired at Santa Teresa Golf 
Club in 1981 serving as head golf course 
superintendent and was later promoted 
to design & construction superintendent. 
During his tenure at Santa Teresa Golf 
Club he designed and constructed 18 new 
greens and also supervised the construction 
of a new par-3 course at the facility. 

"Jim has been instrumental in the 
mentoring and training of others 

within the turfgrass industry, many 
of whom have also chose to serve 

in the profession as golf course 
superintendents," 

...said Robert A. Lapic, GCSANC 
president. "Through his love and true 
passion for the game of golf, his hard work 
and dedication serve as a fine example to 
others in the industry." 

Ross has been involved with the California 
Golf Course Superintendents Association, 
serving on its Board of Directors and 
holding office as Treasurer from 1984-86. 

Throughout the years, he has been a voting 
delegate to the national association and has 
generously given of his time as a speaker at 
several G C S A A education seminars. He 
has served on the national nominating, 
tournaments, research and communication 
committees. 

Ross served as president of the GCSANC 
in 1973 and 1981. Because of his love for 
the game, he helped found the GCSANC 
Superintendent-Professional Golf Tour-
nament, an event where he and his team 
partner twice-claimed first place honors. 
He has been the recipient of numerous 
awards, including the 2002 George 
Santana Distinguished Service Award, the 
1985 Excellence in Turfgrass Management 
Award and the 1982 Superintendent of the 
Year Award. 

Because of his twelve years of dedicated 
service on the Landscape Advisory 
Committee for the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District, Ross was recently bestowed 
a plaque of appreciation for his efforts in 
aiding the district in effective decision-
making with regards to landscape and 
water use. 

Jim and his wife Barbara are currently 
enjoying their retirement in a community 
called Yosemite Lakes Park in Coarsegold, 
CA., where they have a couple of acres and 
plenty of time to play golf. When recently 
asked about his long career in the turfgrass 
industry, Ross responded, "Golf has been my 
life, and I have loved every minute of it." 

E V E N T S & S E M I N A R S 
Brought to you by the 

GCSA of NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA GCSAA^p 

EDUCATION • THE BEST FOR THE BEST 

Management Strategies For T h e Turfgrass 
System and Operat ional Eff ic iencies 

January 6th & 7th, 2004 at Crown Plaza 
in Pleasanton, California 

Management Strategies 
For The Turfgrass System 

Tuesday, January 6th 2004 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Joe Vargas Ph. D. 
113-1-04RS 

GCSAA seminars are presented 
in partnership with 

U/KCOBS=N 

Operational Efficiencies 
Wednesday, January 7th 2004 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Bruce Williams, CGCS 

279-1-04RS 

Membership fee: $130 per seminar 
Nonmembership fee: $195 per seminar 
Education points 0.7 per seminar 

For more information or to register, 
call (800) 472-7878 

2004 California Hospitality Suite 
February 12th 2 0 0 4 at Dick's Last Resort 

^Orrr- j^. in San Diego, California 
^ t M i ^ 6 : 3 0 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

California 
Dick likes to party and he knows you do too. 

• LIVE BAND 8pm-10:30pm 
• Appetizer Station Includes. 

Cheese Sticks & Fruit, Buffalo Wings, Cream Cheese 
Stuffed Jalapenos, Fresh Vegetable Crudités, Spinach 
& Artichoke Dip with Garlic Rounds and BBQ Meatballs. 

• Members Receive 3 Drink Tickets On Entry* 
*READ: All Members must show GCSAA 
Conference & Show Badges or listed on a 
CGCSA Regional Chapter's Membership 
Roster, to gain access to Hospitality Suite. 

For more info, call, CGCSA Board of Director or 
Association Mgr., Robert J. Tillema, CGSA 

(866) 643-8707 or E-mail: rtillema@comcast.net www.dicklastresort.com 

5th Ave. between J & K St. 
Gaslamp Quarter 
(619) 231-9100 

mailto:rtillema@comcast.net
http://www.dicklastresort.com



