
In-Or-Out Of The Bunker 
By Mike McCullough 

Why are bunker rakes placed inside 
the bunkers on some golf courses, 
outside the bunkers at other golf 

courses or half in/half out of bunker at other 
golf courses? 

Is the decision of placing rakes in or out of 
the bunkers made at the superintendent level, 
the golf professional level or by the golfers 
who play the course every day? Perhaps the 
maintenance worker who rakes bunkers on a 
daily basis makes the decision. Regardless 
of who decides where the rake should be 
placed, there are both good and bad conse-
quences for the golfer. 

Gail Rogers, Director of Education for the 
NCGA, has given Rules of Golf workshops 
on a regular basis and is frequently asked the 
Shakespearian golf question: Are rakes "To 
be or not to be" in the bunkers? The answer 
Rogers gives the most is "the least obtrusive 

manner." "If courses have small, but 
severely sloped bunkers, then they should 
consider having the rakes outside the 
bunkers, due to the fact that if a ball comes 
to rest against the rake on a steep bunker 
slope, the golfer is going to have a difficult 
time getting the ball back to the original 
position," says Rogers. "When the ball 
cannot come to rest no nearer the hole than 
its original position in the bunker, the golfer 
must drop the ball outside the bunker, 
incurring a one stroke penalty." 

With some of the more modern courses that 
have large, relatively flat bunkers, Rogers 
suggests having the rakes inside the bunkers. 
If the ball comes to rest against a rake in a 
large, flat bunker, the likelihood of getting 
the ball back to its original position is pretty 
good. So a case of leaving the rakes in the 
bunker is warranted. However, the player 
needs to be aware that in a large fairway 

bunker that has the rake on the opposite side 
of where the golfer's ball entered the sandy 
hazard, the golfer would be inclined to take 
the rake and use it to cover up their foot-
prints while walking over and preparing to 
hit their ball. This is considered testing the 
surface and a penalty, two strokes, is 
assessed 

The 2002-2003 Decisions on the Rules of 
Golf book has a ruling that deals with this 
exact question. Miscellaneous Decision No. 
2 answers the question, should rakes be 
placed in or outside the bunkers? Granted, 
the decision is not cut and dried, but the 
decision generally favors having the rakes 
outside the bunker. 

So, before a quick and hasty decision is 
made on the status of bunker rakes, please 
take some time and assess the least obtrusive 
manner for rakes at your course. / 

Ross Brownlie talks swing oil PJ and the host pro could have used a calculator 
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Roger Robarge, Mike Clark, and Chris Dubas 

Tent on the range tee at Mayacama 

The catering staff took good care of the GCSANC 

Scott Lewis under the tent 

Mike Clark with John Abendroth 

Tim Sedgley with his pro at Mayacama 



Lalo Pacheco from Rancho Solano cranks out a tee shot 
Gary Skolnik with . . water. . and 
Bill Maeder 

Ryan Zuehlsdorf nails a tee Host Supt. Dale Engman plays a 
shot nice bunker shot 

Putting was a challenge at Mayacama 

Dale Engman and John Pina 

Gary Carls walks off 
after a hard earned 
bogey 

The short but dangerous 7th at Mayacama Ryan Zuehlsdorf 
acknowledges a good hole 



David Archer finds the high stuff The high grass was visited frequently at Mayacama 

(BEST) 
Turf care should not be as 
complicated as a game of chess. 

UMAXX BEST® Fertilizer's state-of-the-art UMAXX™ 
technology keeps your turf in check by: 
• Prolonging nitrogen availability in soil 
• Providing optimum long-lasting color without excess growth 
• Reducing the cost per unit of nitrogen 
• Protecting against nitrogen loss from volatility, leaching and denitrification 

When Every 
Square Inch Counts... 

Andersons 
Particles Per Square Inch Calculator 

Size Guide Number (SGN) 
100 125 150 175 215 240 
7.2 3.7 2.1 1.3 0.7 0.6 I 

125 1 9.0 4.6 2.7 1.7 0.9 0.7 1 
Pounds 150 I 

Product 175 I mi 
Per Acre 200 I 

225 I 
250 I 
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Contact Your Andersons Territory Manager 
Bob Miller 

1-800-456-6401 

Call or visit our Web site to locate the BEST 
distributor nearest you: 

Phone: (800) 992-6066 
Web site: www.bestfertilizer.com 
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